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we are here aſſembled; in purſuance of che imperial furnmons, | 
it is neceſſary, in obedience to His Maj 
the eſtabliſhed cuſtom of this Houſe, we 
choice of a perſon qualified for the Chair. 
no common of ſatisfaction, that 1 obſerve 
numerous on th firſt day; becauſe whatever is tr: 
neceſlarily be conſidered by the nation with more 
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. preſent affair, which relates particularly to this Houſe, wuſt be more 


P isfactorily conducted, as our 
Rs Vox. II. „ 


9 ͤ—— - - 2 A * — - 
. ˙ ü A mm PP ⁵¹ůͥä J. ' I Eee ee r ‚ e 
wy - . Ro 297% — ” 4 : 1 —— 5 9 aa” 5 "a, ——— ———— ö — — 8 
- mg — I << — Abs — Og 3 2 — RR AC 2 ER Þ 
. « 
” 
* , ? 
-, * 
i 
i 


CE EAN COT 
= 5 % 3 MEAL, ee; 
* 
k Y 
5 A 


2 ' ; 5 5 | N \ N 4 i 
„ DEBATE ON be. 4. 


muſt willingly abide by his own choice, and chearfully ſubmit to that 
authority, of which he has himſelf concurred to the eftablifhment. - 


The qualifications required in the perſon who ſhall fill the chair, 


"own reputation, and the advantage of the Houſe, it is not 
ee. minutely to recount; it being obvious to every Gentleman 
who hears me, that he muſt poſſeſs ſuch an equality of temper, as 
may enable him #lways to preſerve a ſteady and impartial attention, 
neither diſcompoſed by the irregularities into which ſome Gentlemen 
11 with the forms of this aſſembly may eaſily fall, nor 
diſconcerted by the heat and turbulence to which, in former parlia- 


ments, ſome of thoſe whoſe experience might have taught them the 


neceſſity of decency, have been too often hurried by the eagerneſs 
of*eontroyerſy. That he muſt add ts this perpetual ſerenity, ſach a 
firmneſs of mind, as may enable him to repreſs petulance and ſubdue 


contumacy, and ſupport the orders of the Houſe, in whatever con- 


ebate, againſt all attempts of ; 


_ trariety of counſels, or-commotion-of-- 
infraction or deviation. That t to give e efficacy to his interpoſitions, 
and procure veneration to his deciſions, he muſt, from his general 


character and perſonal qualities, derive ſuch dignity and authority, as 
may naturally diſpoſe the minds of others to obedience, as may ſup- 


| | preſs the murmurs of envy,and prevent the ſtruggles of competition. 


Theſe qualifications were eminently conſpicuous i in the Gentleman 


who filed the Chair in tlie earlier part of my life, and who is now 


one of the ornaments of the other Houſe. Such were his abilities, 
and ſuch his conduct, that it would be preſumptuous in any man, 
however endowed by nature, or accompliſhed by ſtudy, to aſpire to 
ſurpaſs him; nor can a higher encomium be. eaſily conceived, than 


this Houſe beſtowed upon that e who was ee worthy to 
ſucceed him. 


-4:EFheioffice-which we have now-to confer, is is not only arduous with ; 


rogard to the abilities neceſſary to the execution of it, but extremely 


-burthenſome and laborious, ſuch. as requires continual : attendance, 


andi inceſſant application; nor can it be expected that any man would 


engage in it, who is not ready to devote his time and his health to 
the ſervice. of the public, and to Rruggle with eee and — | 


- for-the advantage of his country. 


Such is the Gentleman whom I ſhall 8 to your . one 


-:yhole zeal for the preſent imperial houſe, and the proſperity of the 


"Lou anden, has been always r = of whom it cannot be 
. 4 | | ſuſpected 
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ſuſpected that he will be deterred by any difficulties from a province 
which will afford him ſo frequent opportunities of ere the 
common ihtereſt of the Emperor and the people. 
What ſucceſs may be expected from his endeavours, we can + only ; 
Judge from his preſent influence; influence. produced only by his 
private virtues, but ſo extenſive in that part of the nation- which lies 
within the reach of his beneficence, and the obſervation of his merit, 
that it ſets him not only above the danger, but above the fear of 
oppoſition, and ſecures him a ſeat in this aſſembly without conteſt, 
- Thus deputed by his country to many ſucceſſive ſenates, he has 


acquired an unrivalled degree of knowledge in the methods of our 
proceedings, and an eminent dexterity in digeſting them with that 


order and perſpicuity by which only the tranſaction of great affairs 
can be made expeditious, and the diſcuſſion of difficult queſtions be 


diſentangled from perplexity.; qualities which are now made particu- 
larly neceſſary by the importance of the ſubjects to be conſidered in 


this ſenate: ſo that I doubt not but you will unanimouſly concur 
with me in deſiring; that the Chair may be filled by a perſon eminently 


diſtinguiſhed by bis Knowledge, his integrity, his diligence, and his 


reputation; and therefore I move, without ſcruple, that the Bight | 
Hon. Arthur Onſlow, Eſq; be called. to the Chair. | | 

Then Mr.. CLuTTERBUCK. ſeconded the motion in this manner : 
That I am not able to add any thing to the encomium on the Right 
Honourable Gentleman nominated to the Preſident 8 Chair, gives 
me no concern, becauſe Iam confident, that in the opinion of this 
aſſembly. his name alone includes all panegyric, and that he who 
recommends Arthur Onſlow, Eſq; will never be required to give 
the reaſon of his choice. I therefore, riſe now only to continue the 
common methods of the Houſe, and to ſecond a oben which I 95 
not expect that any will oppoſe. 

[Here the whole aſſemb y gried gut, with a general ebe e 5 
Onllow, Onſlow. ] . 

Mr. Oxsrow then roſe up. and faid : Though. 1 might Mledge 
many reaſons againſt this choice, of which the ſtrongeſt is my inability 
.to diſcharge the truſt conferred. upon me in a manner ſuitable to its 
importance, yet I have too high an idea of the wiſdom of this aſſem- 
bly, to imagine that they form any reſolution without juſt motives; 3 
and chereſere ſhall think it my duty to comply with mois n | 
Fon, 3 er oppolite to my own opinion. | 

B 2 „ 


8 . DEBATE o N | loc. 4. 


Mr. Pelham and Mr. Clutterbuck chen led him to the Chair, 


Where, before he went up to it, he deſired, That the Houſe would 


conſider how little he was qualified for the office which they were 
about to confer upon him, and fix their choice, upon ſome other per- 


| ſon, who might be capable of diſcharging ſo important a truſt, 


The Members calling out, The Chair, Chair, Chair, he aſcended 


the ſtep, and then addreſſed himſelf thus to the Houſe: Gentlemen, 
Since it is your reſolution, that I ſhould once more receive the honour 
of being exalted to this important office, for which it is not neceſſary 


to mention how little I am qualified, ſince I may hope that thoſe de- 


_ . fefts which have hitherto been excuſed, will till find the ſame indul- 
| gence; my gratitude for a diſtinction ſo little deſerved, will always 
| incite me to conſult the honour of the Houſe, and enable me to 

ſupply by duty and games. what is wanting in my ban and 


e 


K 4th, 1741. 


The Ki ing came again to the Houſe of Lords, and the Conimons being ſen 
for, His Majefly approved their choice of a Preſident, and made a 
 =ſpeech to both Honfes, in which" he repreſented to them, That their 
counſel was in a particular manner neceſſary, as they were en- 
gaged in a war with Spain, as the affairs of all Europe were in 


| confuſion, by the confederacy of many formidable powers for the 


deſtruction of the Houſe of Auſtria; that both Houſes of the pre- 
ceding feffion had come to the ſtrongeſt reſolutions" in favour of 
| the Queen of Hungary, but that the other powers who were 
equally engaged to ſupport her, had not yet acted according to their 


ſtipulations; that he had endeavoured to aſſiſt her ever ſince the 


death of the Emperor Charles, and hoped that a juſt ſenſe.of com- 
mon danger would induce other nations to unite with him; but 


© that in this uncertain ſituation, it was neceſſary that Britain ſhould 


be in a condition of ſupporting itſelf and its allies, as any exigency 
might require. He therefore ordered the eftimates for the enſuing 


year to be laid before the Commons. —This ſpeech being under the con- | 
' federation of 'the Houſe of wy Lord Warren Hole i, in the «© apy 


53 _ lowing manner. 


* 


My Lords, Though the preſent perplexity of our affairs, the con 


N eue of * produced by it, and the warmth. "with which 
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each opinion will probably be ſupported, might j uſtly diſcourage me 9 


from propoſing any of my ſentiments to this great aſſembly, yet 1 
cannot repreſs my 1 inclination to offer a motion, in my opinion, regu- 


lar and ſeaſonable, and which, if it ſhould appear otherwiſe to your 


Lordſhips, will, I hope, though it ſhould not be received, at leaſt be 
forgiven, becauſe I have never before wearied your patience, or 

interrupted or retarded your conſultations. | 
But I am very far from imagining that. by this motion I can give ; 


any. occaſion to debate or oppoſition, becauſe I ſhall propoſe no inno- 


vation in the principles, or alteration of the practice of this aſſembly, 
nor intend any thing more than to lay before your Lordſhips my 
opinion of the manner in which it "Op be nd to addreſs His 
Majeſty. | 
To return Him our Nate Gas for His moſt gracious ſpeech 
from the throne, and, at the ſame time, to preſent unto His Majeſty 
our ſincere and joyful congratulations on his ſafe and ä return 


| into this empire. 


To obſerve with the cine thankfulneſs the great concern which 
His Majeſty has been pleaſed to expreſs for carrying on the juſt and 
neceſſary war againſt Spain, which we hope, by the divine blefling 
upon His Majeſty's arms, will be attended with ſucceſs equal to the 
juſtice of his cauſe, and the ardent wiſhes of his people. That, 

His Majeſty has ſo truly repreſented the impending dangers to - 
which Europe is expoſed, in the preſent critical conjuncture, as muſt x 


awaken, in every one, an attention ſuitable to the occaſion : And we 


cannot but be fully ſenſible of the evil conſequences ariſing from the 
deſigns and enterprizes, formed and carrying on for the ſubverſion | 


or reduction of the Houle of Auſtria, which chreaten ſuch apparent 


miſchiefs to the common cauſe, - 
To acknowledge his imperial oils 3 in expreſling ſo earneſt 
a deſire to receive, and ſo high a regard for, the advice of His Par- 
liament ; His Majeſty, ſecure of the loyalty and affections of His 
people, may rely upon that, with the beſt grounded confidence; and 
to aſſure His Majeſty, that we will not fail to take the important 
points, which he has been pleaſed to mention to us, into our moſt ' 
ſerious conſideration ; and, in the moſt dutiful manner, to offer ta - 


His Majeſty ſuch advice as ſhall appear to us to be moſt conducive to | 


the honour and true intereſt of His crown and kingdoms. To aſſure | 
* _— that we have a due ſenſe, how much the preſent poſture - 
, = | N „ 


— — (ys — 
1 


— 
— 
5 


* nas: 
„ 


Nee 


- — 
K . ˙ A 06,o 77-27 ms ens 
Is — ** 
rr == 
8 


- — 
* 
4 0 
6 — 


ef affairs calls upon us for that unanimity, vigour, and diſpatch, which 


* 


D EB AT E 


0 N 


'[pxc. 4s 


His Majeſty has ſo wiſely recommended to us ; and to give His Ma- 
jeſty the ſtrongeſt aſſurances, that we will vigorouſly and heartily 


| concur in all juſt and neceſſary meaſures for the defefice and ſupport 


of His Majeſty, the maintenance of the balance and liberties of 
Europe, and the afſiſtance of our allies. | 
That as dut; and affection to His Majeſty are, in us, fixed and 
unalterable principles, ſo we feel the impreflions of them, at this time, 
ſo ſtrong and lively in our breaſts, that we cannot omit to lay hold * 
on this opportunity of approaching His imperial preſence, to renew 
the moſt ſincere profeſſions of our conſtant and inviolable fidelity : 
And to promiſe His Majeſty, that we will, at the hazard of all that 
is dear to us, exert ourſelves for the defence and preſervation of His 
ſacred perſon and government, and the maintenance of the Proteſtant | 
ſucceſſion in His imperial houſe, on which the continuance of the 
Proteſtant religion, and the liberties of Britain, os under God, 


depend. 


= $65 * 


by any approbation of paſt vu wy either poſitive or implied, L 
doubt not but your Lordſhips will readily concur in it, and am per- 
ſuaded, that it will confirm His ny regard for our councils, 
and confidence in our loyalty. | 

Lord Love ſpoke next to this effect M Lag The dangers 
which have been juſtly repreſented by His Majeſty, ought to remind 
us of the importance of unuſual circumſpection i in our conduct, and 
deter us from any innovations, of which we may not foreſee the con- 
ſequences, at a time when there may be no opportunity of repairing 
any miſcarriage, or correcting any 1 miſtake. 

There appears, my Lords, not to be at this time any particular 
reaſon for changing the form of our addreſſes, no privileges. of our 
Houſe have been invaded, nor any deſigns formed againſt the public. 


SME, 


and moſt ee of our Britiſh monarchs ; * be has, upon this « emer- 


gence of unexpected difficulties, ſummoned the ſenate to counſel and 
aſſiſt him; and ſurely it will not be conſiſtent with the wiſdom of this 
Houſe to increaſe the preſent. perplexity of our affairs, by new em 
barraſſments > which may be eaſily imagined likely to ariſe from an 


i, * * N b « 
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| adreſs different from thoſe which cuſtom has cltabliſhed, 
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The profpe& which now lies before us, a proſpeQ- which preſents 


us only with dangers, diſtraction, invaſions, and reyolutions, ought 


* 


to engage our attentions, without leaving us at leiſure for diſputations 
upon ceremonies or forms. It ought to be the care of every Lord in in 
this Houſe, not how to addreſs, but how to adviſe his Majeſty 3 how 
to aſfiſt the councils of the public, and contribute to ſuch determina- 
tions, as may avert the calamities that impend over mankind, and ſtop 
the wild excurſions of power and ambition. 

We ought to reflect, my Lords, that the expectations of all Europe 


are raiſed by the convocation of this Aſſembly; and that from our re- 


ſolutions, whole nations are waiting for their ſentence. And how will 
mankind be diſappointed when they ſhall hear, that inſtead of declaring 
war upon uſurpers, or impoſing peace on the diſturbers of mankind, in- 


ſtead of equipping navies to direct the courſe of commerce, or raiſing 


armies to regulate the ſtate of the continent, we met here in a full 


+ aſſembly, and diſagreed upon the form of an addreſs. 


Loet us, therefore, my Lords, lay aſide, at leaſt for this time, all 
petty debates and minute enquiries, and engage all in the great at- 


tempt of re-eſtabliſhing quiet in the world, and l the limits of = 


the kingdoms of Europe, 

Then Lord CarTERET ſpoke in ſubſtance as allows MV 
Lords, there is I find at leaſt one point upon which it is probable that 
thoſe will now agree whoſe ſentiments have hitherto been, on almoſt 


every occaſion, widely different. The danger of our preſent ſituation 
is generally allowed; but the conſequences deduced from it are ſo con- 


trary to each other, as give little hopes of that unanimity which times 
of danger particularly require. 


It is alledged by the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, that ſince we are 
now involved in difficulties, we ought only to enquire how to extri- 
cate ourſelves, and therefore ought not to leave ourſelves the right of 


_ enquiring how we were entangled in them, leſt the perplexity of dif- 


ferent conſiderations ſhould diflipate our attention, and diſable us from 
forming any uſeful determinations, or exerting any vigorous efforts 


for. our deliverance, 


But, in my opinion, my Lords, the moſt probable way of removing | 


difficulties, is to examine how they were produced, and by conſe» 

quence to whom they. are to be imputed. for certainly, my Lords, it 

is not to be hoped that we ſhall regain what we have loſt, but by 

meaſures en from thoſe which have reduced us to our preſent 
„„ | . ae, 
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ſtate, and by the affiftancy of other counſellors than thoſe who have 
funk us into the contempt, and + Soca us to the ne of every 
nation throughout the world. 

That this enquiry, my Lords, may be free and unobſtructed, it is 
neceſfary to addreſs the Throne, after the manner of our anceſtors, 
in general terms, without deſcending to particular facts, which, as 


| we have not yet examined them, we can neither cenſure nor approve. 


It has been objected by the noble Lord, that foreign nations will be 
difappointed by hearing, that inſtead of menaces of vengeance, and 
declarations of unalterable adherence to the liberties of Europe, we 
have waſted our time at this e ne in IG the form 
of an addreſs. | , 

That little time may be waſted on this occaſion, I hope your Lord- 
ſhips will very ſpeedily agree to an addrefs ſuitable to the dignity of 
thoſe who'make it, and to the occaſion upon which it is made ; for I 


cannot but allow, that the preſent ſtate of our affairs calls upon us for 


diſpatch : but though bufinefs ought at this time undoubtedly to be ex- 
pedited, I hope it will not be precipitated'; and if it be demanded 


that the moſt i important queſtions be firſt determined, I know not 244 h 


thing of greater moment than that before us. 

How we ſhall gratify the expectations of foreign powers, FEA 
not, my Lords, to be our firſt or chief conſideration; we ought 
certainly firſt to enquire how the people may be ſet free from thoſe 
ſuſpicions, which a long train of meaſures evidently tending to impair 
their privileges, has raiſed; and how they may be confirmed in Their 


f Fidelity to the government, of which they have for many years found 
no other effects than taxes and exactions, for which they have en 


neither protection abroad, nor encouragement, at home. 

But, my Lords, if it be neceſſary to conſult the inclinations, and 
cultivate the eſteem of foreign powers, I believe nothing will raiſe 
more confidence in our allies, if there be any who are not now. 
aſhamed of that name, or more intimidate thoſe whoſe deſigns it is 
our intereſt to defeat, than an open teftimony of our reſolution no 
longer to approve that conduct by which the Liberty of half Europe 


has been endangered ; and not to laviſh praiſes on thoſe men, wha 
have in twenty years never tranſacted any thing to the real benefit of . 
thelr country, and of whom it is highly probable that they have in the 


prefent war ſtipulated for the defeat of all our attempts, and agreed by 


ſome execrable compact to facilitate the exaltation of the Houſe: be; 
Baudon. | i 


Upon 


4. 1741.1 THE ADDRESS 
| Upon what facts I ground accuſations ſo-atrocious may juſtly be 
enquired by your Lordſhips; nor ſhall I find any difficulty in anſwer- 
ing your demand. For, if we extend our view over the whole world, 
and enquire into the ſtate of all our affairs, we ſhall find nothing but 
defeats, miſcarriages, and impotence, with their uſual conſequences, 
contempt and diſtruſt, We ſhall diſcover neither any tokens of that 
fear among our enemies, which the power of the nation, and the re- 
putation of our former victories might naturally produce, nor any 
proofs of that confidence among thoſe whom we ſtill continue to term 
our allies, which the vigour with which we have fortnerly ſupported 
our confederacies, give us a right to expect. Thoſe whom we once 
trampled inſult . and thoſe mes we once FRO give us no 
credit. 
How reaſonably, my Lords, all nations have withdrawn from us 
their reverence and eſteem, will appear by a tranſient examination of 
our late conduct, whether it regarded Europe in general, or influ- 
enced only the particular affairs of the Britiſh nation; for it will ap- 
pear beyond poſſibility of doubt, that whoever has truſted the admi- 
niſtration, whether their own country, or wy foreign tans on 
| truſted only to be betrayed, | 
| There is among our allies none whom we are more obliged to ſup- 
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port than the Queen of Hungary, whoſe rights we are engaged by all 


the ſolemnities of treaties to defend, and in whoſe cauſe every motive 
operates that can warm the boſom of a man of virtue, Juſtice and 
compaſſion plead equally on her ſide, and we are called upon to aſſiſt 
her by our on intereſt, as well as the general duty of fociety, by | 
Which every man is required to prevent opprefion, | 
What has been the effect of all theſe conſiderations may 280 be 
diſeovered from the preſent ſtate of the continent, which is ravaged 
without mercy by the armies of Spain and France. Why all ſuccours 
have been denied the Queen of Hungary, and why the inveterate 
and hereditary enemies of our nation, are ſuffered to enlarge their do- 
minions without reſiſtance ; why the rivals of our trade are left at full 
liberty to equip their ſquadrons, and the perſecutors of our religion 
ſuffered to over-run thoſe countries from whence only we can hope 
for aſſiſtance, when the hatred which the difference of opinions pro- 
duces, ſhall threaten us with invaſions and flavery, the whole world 
has long aſked to no purpoſe, and therefore it is without proſpect of 
e ſatisfaction that I engage in the a FIR Um _ 
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oſtentatious, our anceſtors obtained and preſerved with leſs adyantages 
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Vet ſince it is our duty to judge of the ſtate of the public, and a 
true judgment can be the reſult only of accurate examination, I ſhall 
proceed, without being diſcouraged by the ill ſucceſs of former attempts, 
to diſcover the motives of our late nn and the ends intended to 


| be produced by them. | | 
Why the Queen of Hungary was not aſſiſted ich land 3 5 
| ſhall at preſent forbear to aſk ; that ſhe expected them is indeed evi- 


dent from her ſolicltations; ; and, I ſuppoſe, it is no leſs apparent from 
treaties that ſhe had a right to expect them; nor am I able to conceive 
why ſubſidies have been paid for troops which are never to be em- 


| ployed, or why foreign Princes ſhould be enriched with the plunder. 
of a nation which they cannot injure, and do not defend, 


But I know, my Lords, how eaſily it may be replied, . that the ex- 
pences of a land war are certain, and the event hazardous, and that 
it is always prudent to act with evident advantage on our. ſide, and 


. that the ſuperiority of Britain conſiſts wholly in naval armaments. 


That the fleets of Britain are equal in force and number of ſhips to 


the united navies of the greateſt part of the world; that our Admirals 


are men of known bravery, and long experience, and therefore formi- 
dable not only for their real abilities and natural courage, but for the 
confidence which their preſence neceſſarily excites in their followers, 
and the terror which muſt always accompany ſucceſs, and enervate 
thoſe who are accuſtomed to defeats; that our ſailors are a race of 
men diſtinguiſhed by their ardour for war, and their intrepidity i in 


danger, from the reſt of the human ſpecies ; that they ſeem beings 
. ſuperior to fear, and delighted with theſe objects which cannot be 
Named without filling every other breaſt with horror; that they are 


capable of ruſhing upon apparent deſtruQion without reluctance, and 
of ſtanding without concern amidft the complicated terrors of a -naval 
war, is univerſally known, and confeſſed, my ms even * thoſe 
whoſe intereſt it is to doubt or deny it. 

Upon the ocean, therefore, we are allowed to 5 irreſillible, to "i 
able to ſhut up the ports of the Continent, impriſon the nations of 


Europe within the limits of their own territories, deprive them of all 


foreign aſſiſtance, and put a ſtop to the commerce of the world, It 


is allowed that we are placed the centinels at the barriers of natures 
| and the: arbiters of the intercourſe of mankind, 


Theſe are appellations, my Lords, which eee ene and 


than 
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than we poſſeſs, by whom I am afraid they are about to be. forfeited. 
The dominion of the ocean was aſſerted in former times in oppoſition | 
to powers far more able to conteſt i it, than thoſe which we have fo long 
ſubmiſſively courted, and of which we are now evidently afraid. 

For that we fear them, my Lords, they are ſufficiently convinced ; 
and it muſt be confeſſed, with whatſoever ſhame, that their opinion is 

well founded ; for to what motive but fear can it be imputed, that we 
have ſo long ſupported their inſolence without reſentment, and their 
ravages without repriſals; that we have fitted out fleets without any 
deſign of diſmiſſing them from our harbours, or ſent them to the ſea | 
only to be gazed at from the ſhores, by thoſe whoſe menaces or arti- | 
fice had given occaſion to their equipment, and in whom they raiſed 
no other emotions than contempt. of our cowardice, or pity af 
our folly? 

To what, my Lords, can it be attributed, that the Queen of Home 
gary has yet received no affiſtance from allies thus powerful ; from 
allies whoſe fleets cover the ſea, whoſe commerce extends to the re- 
moteſt part of the world, and whoſe wealth may be juſtly. expected to 
be proportionate to their commerce. To what can we aſcribe the 
confidence with which the Houſe of Bourbon threatens the ruin of a 
Princeſs, who numbers among her allies the Emperor of Britain? ; 

Nothing is more evident, my Lords, than that the Queen of Hun- 
| gary has been diſappointed of the advantages which ſhe expected from 
her friendſhip with this nation, only by a degree of. cowardice too 
deſpicable to be mentioned without ſuch terms, as the importance of 
this Debate, and the dignity of this Aſſembly, do not admit; nor is it 
leſs certain from the conduct of her enemies, that they knew what 
would be our meaſures, and confided for ſecurity i in that cowardice 
which has never yet deceived them. 

It cannot, my Lords, be aſſerted, that our ally, however diſtreſſed, 
has yet received the leaſt aſſiſtance from our arms; neither the juſtice 
of our cauſe has yet been able to awaken our virtue, nor the inſepara- 

ble union of her intereſt with our own, to excite our vigilance. 
But perhaps, my Lords, we have had no opportunity of exerting 

our force ; perhaps'the ſituation both of our enemies and ally was ſuch, 
that 8 the one could be protected, nor the other oppoſed, by a 
naval power; and therefore our inaQtivity was the effect not of want 
of courage, but want of opportunity, To | 


| Though 
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ö Though our ne my Lords, have hitherto given no eminent a 
| proofs of geographical knowledge, or of very accurate acquaintance 
with the ſtate of foreign countries, yet there is reaſon to believe that 
they muſt at ſome time have heard or read, that the Houſe of Auſtria had 
_ territories in Italy; they muſt have been informed, unleſs their diſ- 

burſements for ſecret ſervice are beſtowed with very little judgment, 
that againſt theſe dominions an army has been raiſed by the Spaniards; 
and they muſt have diſcovered, partly by the information of their 
correſpondents, partly by the inſpection of a map, and partly by the 
fagacity which diſtinguiſhes them from all paſt and preſent miniſters, 
that this army was to be tranſported by ſea 21 the co of Spain to 
| that of Italy. 

This knowledge, my Lords, hoe attaingd: might have TY 
niſhed minds, which have always been found ſo fruitful of expedients, 
with a method of hindering the deſcent of the Spaniſh troops, for 
which nothing more was neceſſary than that they ſhould have ordered 
Admiral Haddock, inſtead of retiring before the Spaniſh fleet of war, 
and watching them only that they might eſcape, to lie ſtill before 
Barcelona, where the tranſports were ſtationed, with a . of 
only three men of war, and hinder their departure. 

I hope it will be obſerved by your Lordſhips, that though the road 
of Barcelona i is open and indefenſible, though the fleet was unpro- 
tected by ſhips of force, and though they lay, as I am informed, be- 
ond the reach of the guns on the fortifications upon the ſhore, 5 
do not require that Haddock ſhould have deſtroyed the army and 
the ſhips, 

I am too well acquainted, my Lords, with the lenity of our miniſ- | 
ters to the enemies of their country, and am too well convinced of | 

the prudence and tenderneſs of the reſtriftions by which the power of 
our Admirals is limited, to expect that our guns ſhould be ever uſed, 
but in ſalutations of reſpect, or exultations on the concluſion of a 
peace. I am convinced that our miniſters would ſhudder at the 
name of bloodſhed and deſtruction, and that they had rather hear that 
a thouſand merchants were made bankrupts by privateers, or all our 
allies deprived of their dominions, than that one Spaniſh ſhip was ſunk 

or burnt by the navies of Britain. 

But, my-Lords, though they are willing to ſpare the blood of their 
_— yet ſurely they might have obſtructed their enterpriſes ; ; they 

wight 
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might have withheld thoſe whom they were unwilling. to ſtrike, and 
have endeavoured to fright-thoſe whom they determined never to hurt. 

To ſpeak in terms more adapted to the ſubje& before us: That 

the fleet of Spain, a fleet of tranſports with ſuch a convoy, ſhould lie 
three weeks in an open road, profeſſedly fitted out againſt an ally 
Anited to us by every tie of nature, and of policy, by the ſolemnity of 
treaties, and conformity of intereſt; that it ſhould lie undiſturbed 
almoſt within ſight of a Britiſh navy; that it ſhould lie there not only 
without danger, but without apprehenſion of danger, has raiſed the 
_ aſtoniſhment. of every nation in Europe, has blaſted the reputation of 
our arms, impaired the influence of our ne and e the 
credit of our publick faith. ; 

There may be ſome, my Lords, that will jam this | abſurdity of : 
our conduct, this diſregard of our intereſt, this deſertion of our 

-alliances, and this neglect of the moſt apparent opportunities of ſuc-_ 
ceſs, not to cowardice but treachery, + a Cauſe more deteſtable as more 
atrociouſly criminal. | 

This opinion, my Lords, 1 think i it not nd. to on inch 
becauſe it cannot be charged with improbability, and becauſe I think 

it may be eaſily reconciled with my. own aſſertions, for cowardice 
abroad produces treachery at home; and they become traitors to their 
country who are hindered by cowardice from the eee of her 
intereſt, and the oppoſition of her enemies. 

It may however be proper to declare, my Lords, 7 5 I do not * 
pute this fatal cowardice to thoſe who are entruſted with the com- 
mand of our navies, but to thoſe from whom they are obliged to re- 

Ceive their inſtructions, and upon whom they unhappily depend forthe 
advancement of their fortunes. ' 

It is at leaſt reaſonable to impute miſcarriages — hon to thoſe, who 

are known to have given formerly ſuch orders as a brave Admiral 
periſhed under the i ignominious neceſſity of obſerving, than to thoſe 
of whom it cannot be ſaid that any former part of their lives has been 
ſtained with the reproach of cowardice; at leaſt it is neceſſary to 
ſuſpend our judgment, till the truth ſhall be made apparent by a rigid 
enquiry ; and it is therefore proper to offer an addreſs in general 
terms, by which neither the actions or counſels of any man ſhall 
be condemned nor approved. 

It would be more unreaſonable to charge our ſoldiers or our ailors 

with cowardice, becauſe hep have ſhown even in thoſe actions which 
have 
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have failed of ſueceſs, that they miſcarried rather through temeri 
than fear; and that whenever they are ſuffered to attack. their e 
mies, they are ready to march forward even where there is no poſ- 
fdility of returning, and that they are only to be withheld from con 
Ts ns by obſtacles which human proweſs cannot ſurmounnt. 

Such, my Lords, was the ftate of thoſe heroes who died under the 
, walls of Carthagena ; that died in an enterpriſe ſo ill concerted, that 
Tventured with no great ſkill in war, and without the leaſt pretence 
to preſcience, to foretel in this Houſe that it would miſcarry, 

That it would, that it muſt miſcarry ; that it was even intended 
* to amuſe the nation with the appearance of an expedition, with- 
out any deſign of weakening our enemies, was eaſily diſcovered ; for 

why elſe, my Lords, was the army compoſed of men newly drawn 
from the ſhop, and from the plough, unacquainted with the uſe of 
arms, and i ignorant of the very terms of military diſcipline, when we 
had among us large bodies of troops long kept up under the appear- 
ance of a regular eſtabliſhment, troops of whom we have long felt 
the expence, but of which the time is "mow? it per youu my that 
we are to know the uſe. 5 RIG 

Theſe men, my Lords, who have ſo long practiſed the motions of 
Bite, and who have given in the Park ſo many proofs of their dexterity 
and activity, who have at leaſt learned to diſtinguiſh the different 
ſounds of the drum, and know the faces and voices of the ſubaltern 
"officers at leaſt, might have been imagined better qualified for an 
attempt upon a foreign kingdom, than thoſe who were neceſſarily 
ſtrangers to every part of the military operations, and might have 
been - ſent. upon our firſt declaration of war, while the new raiſed 
forces acquired at home the ſame arts under the ſame inſpection. 

But, my Lords, whether it was imagined that new forces would be | 
4 before” they learned the implicit obedience neceſſary to a 0 
ſoldier; whether it was imagined that it would not be eaſy on a ſul- 
den to collect troops of men fo tall and well - proportioned, or ſo well | 
(killed i in the martial arts of curling and powdering their hair; or | 
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M0 whether it would have been dangerous to have deprived the other , 
W Houſe of the councils and votes of many worthy members, who had 

5 a 
| *af the ſame time a ſeat in the ſenate, and a commiſſion in the army, ] 
1 

i it was thought neceſlary to fend out raw forces to attack our enemiee, 1 
"I | | 

f "and to keep our e eas at honie to awe __ nation. 5 1 
8. * , ” ; 
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Nor did the miniſter, my Lords, think it ſufficient to obſtruR che 


i een to America by employing new raiſed troops, unleſs they 


were likewiſe placed under the command of a man, who, though of 
-undoubtell courage, was, with reſpect to the conduct of an army, #s 
ignorant as themſelves. It was therefore determined, my Lords, 


that all thoſe officers who had gained experience i in former wars, and 


purchaſed military knowledge by perſonal danger, ſhould be diſap- 
pointed and rejected for the fake of advancing a man, who, as he had 
leſs ſkill, was lefs likely to be ſucceſsful, and was therefore more 
proper to direct an enen my ouly to 1 . 


Britiſh nation. 


That the event was uch as mi ieh be cxpetied Sock . . 


your Lordfhips need not to be informed, nor can it be 1 
with what intentions theſe means were contrived. | 


Iam very far, my Lords, from charging our miniſters with i ino 


rance, or upbraiding them with miſtakes on this occaſion, for their 
whole conduct has been uniform, and all their ſehems conſiſtent with 


each other; nor do I doubt their knowledge of the conſequence of 


their meaſures, ſo far as it was. to be foreſeen by human prudence. 
Whether they have carried on negotiations, or made war; Whether 
they have conducted our own affairs, or thoſe of our ally the Queen 
of Hungary, they have ſtill diſcovered the ſame intention, and pro- 


moted it by the fame means. They have fuffered the Spaniſh fleets 


to fail firſt for ſupplies from one port to another, and then from the 


coaſts of Spain to thoſe of America. They have permitted the 


Spaniards, without oppoſition, to land in Italy, when it was not neceſ- 
ſary even to withhold them from it by any actual violence; for had 


the fleet, my Lords, been under my command, I would have only 


ſent the Spaniſſi admiral a wee to fail, and am n it would 
have been obſerved. | 


They have neglected to purchaſe the b ien ap a f the King of | 
Pruſſia, which might perhaps have been obtained upon eaſy terms, 
but which they ought to have gained at whatever rate; and to con- 


clude, we have been lately informed that the neutrality is ſigned. 


Such, my Lords, is the conduct of the miniſtry, by which it cannot 


be denied that we are involved in many difficulties, and expoſed to 


great contempt; but from this contempt we may recover, and diſ- 


, wee qurſelves: woo theſe eee by a yigorous- proſecution of 


meaſures 
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. nn oppoſite to thoſe by which we have aan. DOE to our 
- preſent ſtate.  _ 2 - 
If we conſider without that e Yong which Ge e e pro- 

8 1 the circumſtances of our affairs, it will appear that we have 
opportunities in our hands of recovering our loſſes, and re-eſtabliſhing 
our reputation; thoſe loſſes which have been ſuffered while we had 
two hundred ſhips of war at ſea, which have permitted three hundred 
merchant ſhips to be taken ; and that reputation which has been de- 
ſtroyed when there was no temptation either to a compliance with 
our enemies, or to a deſertion of our friends. : 

It is well known, my Lords, that we make war at 3 W 
"th the Queen than the people of Spain; and. it is reaſonable to 
conclude, that a war carried on contrary to the general good, and 
againſt the general opinion, cannot be laſting. 

It is certain that the Spaniards, whenever they have been hes 
by men acquainted with the ſcience of war, and furniſhed with neceſ- 
ſary ſtores for hoſtile attempts, have diſcovered either ignorance or 

cCowardice, and have either fled meanly or reſiſted unſkilfully. _ 

It is therefore. probable, my Lords, that either our enemies will 
- deſiſt from the proſecution of a war, which few of them approve z or 

that we ſhall by vigorous deſcents upon their coaſts, and their colonies, 
the interruption of their trade, and the diminution of their ns, 

- ſoon compel them to receive peace upon our own terms. 

But theſe advantages, my Lords, are only to be expected 1 2 
change of conduct, which change can never be produced by a ſeeming 
approbation of the paſt meaſures. I am therefore of opinion, that 
we ought to addreſs the throne in en . according to the | 
ancient practice of this Houſe, , 

2 In conſidering the Addreſs propoſed, I cannot but conclade FI it 
is too much diffuſed, and that it would be more forcible if it was 

more conciſe: to ſhorten it will be no difficult taſk, by the omiſſion 

_ of all the clauſes that correſpond with particular parts. of His Majeſty's 

. ſpeech, which I cannot diſcover the neceſſity of repeating, _ 

In the congratulation to His Majeſty. upon his return to his once 
+ glorious dominions, no Lord ſhall concur, more readily or more 

- zealouſly than myſelf ; nor ſhall I even deny-to- extend: my compli- 

ments to the miniſtry, when it ſhall appear that they deſerve them; 

| but I am never willing to be laviſh of praiſe, becauſe it becomes lefs 
valuable * ch prodigally beſtowed ; wh on e ſo important 
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enquiry comes too late after approbation. macht Sham 

Lord CHOLMONDELEY roſe next, and ſpoke: 10 dus ckelt edi | 
Lords, If the dangers that threaten-bur' happineſs and our ſafety be 
ſuch as they have been repreſented; if ambition has extended her 


power almoſt beyond a poffibility of reſiſtance, and opprellion; elated 


with ſucceſs, begins to deſign no leſs than the univerſal ſlavery of 
mankind j if the powers of Europe ſtand aghaſt at the calamities 
which hang over them, and liſten with helpleſs confuſion to that ſtorm 
which they can neither avoid nor reſiſt, how ought our conduct to 


be influenced by this uncommon ſtate of affairs? Ought we not to 


danger? Ought we not to improve, with the utmoſt diligence, the 
important interyal? to unite our counſels for the protection of liberty, 


and exert all our influence againſt the common enemies . en 


the unweatied diſturbers of the tranquility of mankindꝰ 

To what purpoſe, my Lords, are the miſeries that yo — 
diltenctiond of Europe may bring upon us, ſo pathetically deſeribedz 
and fo accurately enumerated, if they are to produce no effect upon 
our counſels? And what effect can be wiſhed from them; but unani- 
mity, with that vigour and difpatch which are its natural conſe- 
quences, and that ſucceſs with which ſteadineſs and N e are 
generally rewarded ? 

It might be hoped, 0 Lords, da choſe as 120 fo clear a view. 
of our preſent embarraſſments, and whoſe ſagacity and acuteneſs expoſe 
them to a ſenſibility of future miſeries, perhaps more painful than 
would be excited by any preſent and real ealamities, ſhould not be 
thus tortured to no purpoſe. Every paſſion; my Lords, has its propes 
object by which it may be laudably gratified; and every diſpoſition of 
mind may be directed to uſeful ends. 


endowed, is that of producing caution. and ſuggeſting expedierits. 
What advantage, my Lords, would it be to navigators, that their 
pilot could by any preternatural power diſcover ſands or rocks, if he 


was too negligent or too ſtubborn to turn the veſſel out of the danger? 


Or how, my Lords, to purſue the compariſon, would that pilot be 
tieated by the crew, who, after having informed them of their ap- 


proach to a ſhoal or whirlpool, and ſet before them, with all his rheto- 
rick; the horrors of —— TO inſtead . to 


Vor. I. avoid © 


The true uſe of that foreſight 
of future events, with which ſome great capacities are ſo eminently 
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aboid:deftruRtion;-and. affiſting/ their endeavours for their common. 
_ ſafety, amuſe them with the miſcarriages. of paſt. . and the 
blabders and ſtupidity of their former pilot: 

Whether any parallel can be formed between ſuch W-timed Gala 

and wild miſconduct, and the manner in which your lordſhips have 
mueen treated on this occaſion, it is not my province to determine. 
Nor have any other deſign than to ſhow that the only proper con- 
duct in time of real danger is preparation againſt it, and that wit and 
eloquenee themſelves, if employed to any other n loſe: their 
excelence,. becauſe they loſe their propriet. 

It does not appear, my Lords, that the Addreſs now: 3 in⸗ 
eludes any approbation of paſt meaſures, and therefore it is needleſs to 
enquire on this occaſion whether "a conduct of our mares or Ad- 
mirals 'daferves praiſe or cenſure; + N28 21 

It does not appear, my Lords, thad by Kg any 55 of our 
late conduct, however:detrimental to the publick it may at preſent be 
- imagined; any of eur loſſes will be repaired, or any part of our re- 
putatich retrie ved; and therefore, ſuch proceedings would only retard 
our counſels, and divert our thoughts from more important conſi- 
derations 3 conſiderations which his Majeſty has recommended to us, 
ani; which cannot be more ftrongly- preſſed upon us than by the noble 
Lord who oppoſed the motion; for he moſt powerfully incites to 
nunanimity and attention, who moſt Tee Maney pong ag of 
_ ourſſituations! 4 fy 
Of the good effects of A nam 1 clowd: not ard 8 

my Lords, that they ariſe from the joint endeavour of many utider- 
ſtandings co-operating to the ſame end; from the feaſonings and ob- 
ſervations of many individuals of different ſtudies, inclinations and 
Experience, all directed to the illuſtration of the ſame queſtion, which 
is therefore ſo accurately diſcuſſed, ſo varioafly illuſtrated, and d 
amply diſplayed, that a more comprehenſive view is obtained of its 
relations and conſequences, 2 e be 5 gb 8 _ viſdom 7 
&nowledge. of any ſingle man. e 
But this advantage, my "HAN can "ou bs peel PO wiiich 
and concurrence; for when the different members of à national 
:Caudicil enter with different deſigns, and exert their abilities not fo 
much to promote any general purpoſes, as to obviate the meafures, 
aud confute the arguments of each other, the public is deprived ef all 
chdie benefit that * be 8 19285 from the collective wiſdom ef 
̃ FORM 8 5 „ aſſemblics, | 


VFC 


— 
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| hndiics; Whatever may be the endirity of mos who compels them. 
The ſenate thus divided and diſturbed, will perhaps conclude with lefs 
| prudence than any ſingle member, as any man may more eaſily diſeo- 
ver truthi without affiftance, than when others of equal abilities are 
employed in kerne oo om ings 11 eee the gig 


of his- mind. 


Thus, my Lords, it ght be ſafer for A adden even in Ude of 
terfor and diſorder, to be deprived of the counſels of this Houſe," than 
to confide in the determinations of an aſſembly not uniform in its 
views; nor connected in its intereſts; an afſembly from which little 
can be hoped by thoſe who obſerve that it cannot, without a tedious 


debate, prolonged with all the heat of oppoſition, diſpatch the firſt 


and moſtcurfory part of publick buſineſs, an Addreſs to his Majeſty. 
It has been for a long time a practice too frequent, to eonfound 


| ach with preſent queſtions; to perplex every debate by an endlefs 
os multiplication of objects, and to obſtruct our rewe _ 


ſtituting one enquiry in the place of another. eee 
Tue only queſtion, my Lords, now before us is, [whether the' a0. : 
dreſs: which” the noble Lord propoſed, implies any commendation of 
paſt meaſures, not whether thoſe meaſures deſerve to be commended; 
which is an enquiry not at preſent to be purſued, becauſe we have not 
now before us the means of attaining ſatisfaction in it, and which 
ought therefore to be delayed till it hall be your Lordſhips pleafure 
to appoint a day for examining the ſtate of the nation, and to demand 
thoſe letters, inſtructions, and memorials, which are neee to an 
accurate and ſenatorial diſquiſition. | 

In the mean time, ſince it is at leaſt as de for me to mel | 


| cate, as for others to accuſe thoſe of whoſe conduct neither they nor 
I have yet any regular cogniſance, and I may juſtly expect from the 


candour of your Lordſhips, that you will be no leſs willing to hear. 


an apologiſt than a cenſurer, I will venture to ſuſpend the true quet- | 
tion a few moments, to juſtify that conduct which has been ſo wan- 


tonly and ſo contemptuouſly derided. © . 

- That the preſervation of the Houle of a my Lords, wie 
to engage the cloſeſt attention to the Britiſh nation, is. freely con- 
feſſed. It is evident that by no other means our commerce, our li- 
berty, or ou religion can be ſecured, or the Houſe of Bourbon re- 


trained from overwhelming the univerſe. It is allowed that the 
| Veen of * has a claim to our affiſtance by other ties chan 


Ca | thoſe 
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thoſe of 8 ; chat i it was promiſed upon the faith of treaties, and 

it is demanded by the loudeſt calls of hon our, juſtice and compaſſion. 
And did it not appear too juvenile and romantic, I might add, that 
her perſonal excellencies are ſuch as might call armies to her afliſt» 

ance from the remoteſt corners of the earth ; that hex conſtancy in 
the aſſertion of her rights might animate every generous mind with 
equal-firmneſs ; and her intrepidity in the midſt of danger and diſtreſs, 
when every day brings accounts of new encroachments, and every 
new encroachment diſcourages thoſe from whom ſhe, may claim aſ- 
ſiſtance from, declaring in her favour, might inſpire with ardour for 
her preſervation, all thoſe in whom virtue can excite reverence, or 

| whom calamities unjuſtly inflicted can touch with indignation. _ _, 

Nor am I afraid to affirm, my Lords, that the condition of this 
illuſtrious Princeis raiſed all theſe emotions in the Court of Britain, 
and that the vigour of our proceedings will appear proportioned. to 
our ardour for heg ſucceſs. No ſooner was the true ſtate of affairs in- 
conteſtably known, than twelve thouſand auxiliary troops were hired, 
and commanded to march to her aſſiſtance, but her affairs making it 
more eligible for her to employ her own ſubjects in her defence, and 
the want of money being the only obſtacle that hindered her from 
raiſing armies proportioned. to thoſe. of her enemies, the | required, 
that inſtead of troops à ſupply of money Wy: be ſent her, with 
which his Majeſty willingly complied. 

The Britiſh minifters in the mean time ee by the 
ſtrongeſt arguments and moſt importunate ſolicitations, to animate 
her allies to equal vigour, or to procure her aſſiſtance from other 
powers whoſe intereſt was more remotely affected by her diſtreſs; if 

the effects of their endeayours are not yet manifeſt, it cannot be im- 
puted to the want either of fincerity or diligence ; and if any other 
powers ſhould be perſuaded to arm in the common cauſe, it ought to 
be aſcribed to the influence of the Britiſh een EE one 

In the proſecution of the war with Spain, it does not appear, my 
38 that any meaſures have been neglected, which. prudence, or 
.bravery, or experience. could be expected to dictate, If we have ſuf- 
tered greater loſſes than we expected, if our enemies have been ſome- 
times. favoured by the winds, or ſometimes have been ſo happy as to 
conceal their deſigns, and elude the diligence of our commanders, 
who i is to be cenſured ? or what is to be concluded,” but that which 
| never was e chat the chance of War is ee 10 that. men Y 
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Are inclined to make ans cists calculations of the — 


ture events, and that our enemies may ſometimes be as art}, a8 
diligent, and as ſagacious as ourſelves? | 
It was the general opinion of the Britiſh: e my Katy if tbo 


general opinion may be collected from the clamours and expectations 


which every man has had opportunities of obſerving, that in declaring 
war upon Spain, we only engaged to chaſtiſe the inſolence of a 


nation of helpleſs ſavages, who might indeed rob and murder à de- 


fenceleſs trader, but who could only hold up their hands and cry out 
for mercy, or ſkulk in ſecret creeks and unfrequented coaſts, when 
ſhips of war ſhould be fitted out againſt them. They imagined that 
the fortifications of the Spaniſh citadels would be abandoned at the 
firſt ſound of cannon, and that their armies -would turn N backs 
at the ſight of the ſtandard of Britain. 


It was not remembered, my Lords, that th b part fs our 1 


Fen was carried on in fight of the Spaniſh coaſts, and that our 


merchants muſt be conſequently expoſed to inceſſant moleſtation from 


light veſſels, which our ſhips. of war could not purſue over rocks and 
ſhallows. It was not ſufficiently conſidered, that a trading nation 


muſt always make war with a nation that has fewer merchants, 


under the diſadvantage of being more expoſed to the rapacity of pri- 


vate adventurers. How much we had to fear on this account was 


ſhewn us by the late war with France, in which the privateers of a 
few petty ports, injured the commerce of this nies _ than their 
__ navies and celebrated admirals. Ih, 

My Lords, it would very little become this md Aſſembly, this 


Aſſenbly ſo renowned for wiſdom, and for juſtice, to confound want 


of prudence with want of ſucceſs, ſince on many occaſions the wiſeſt 
meaſures may be defeated by accidents which could not be foreſeen ; 
ſince they may ſometimes be diſcovered by deſerters, or ſpies, and 
fometimes eluded by an enemy equally ſkilful "mp, ourſelves. in 855 


ä * of war. 


That any of theſe apologies. are We to the adminiſtration, 'E | 
am far from intending to infinuate, for I know not that we. have 


failed of ſucceſs in any of our deſigns, except the attack of Cartha- 


gena, of which the miſcarriage cannot at leaſt be imputed to the mis. 
niſtry; nor is it evident that any other cauſes of it are to be afligned 


than the difficulty of the enterpriſe : and when, my Lords, did any 5 
vation make war, without experiencing ſome diſappointments ? 


T3: 5 Theſe 


22 „ iin , e Lore. * 
Theſe conſiderations, my Lords, I bave thought myſelf obliged, by . 


my regard to truth and juſtice, to lay before you, to diſſipate thoſe ſuſ- 


picions and that anxiety which might have ariſen from a different 


repreſentation of our late meaſures ; for I cannot but once more ob- 


ſerve, that a vindication of the conduct of the wh is by no means 


2Y 


4: a neceſſary preparative to the Addreſs propoſed. 


The Addrefs which was ſo modeſtly offered to your nt bop cans 
not be, ſaid to contain any more than a general anſwer to his Ma- 
jeſty's ſpeech, and ſuch declarations of our duty and affection, as are 
always due to our Sovervign, _ Sh cms * ea on ſuch 
occaſions, | PEERS! 

If but allies have bio PENS or 8 my a we hall 
be ſtill at liberty to diſcover and to puniſh negligence ſo detrimental, 
and treachery ſo reproachful to the Britiſh nation. If in che war 
againſt Spain we had failed of ſucceſs, we ſhall ftill reſerve in our own 


| hands the right of enquiring whether we were unſucceſsful by the 


ſuperiority of our enemies, or by our own fault; whether our com- 
manders wanted orders, or neglected to obey them; for What clauſe 
can be produced in the Addreſs by RE _ yy _—_ enge can be 


ſuppoſed to be predetermined? © | 


Let us therefore remember, my Lords, "the. 3 af our preſent 
ſtate, and the neceflity of ſteadineſs, vigour and wiſdom for our own 
preſervation and that of Europe; let us conſider that publick wiſdom 


- 38 the refult of united counſels,” and ſteadineſs and vigour, of united 
influence; let us remember that our example may be of equal uſe 


with our affiſtance, and that both the allies and the ſubjects of Great 
Britain will be conjoined by our union, and diſtradted by our divi- 
fions; ; and let us therefore endeavour to promote the general intereſt 
of the world, by an unanimous Addreſs to his e the _—_ 
propoſed by the noble LO. Mit 

Lord TaLzor ſpoke in the e flowing ahger —My hawks; my 
the diſplay of the preſent ſtate of Europe, and the account of the 


- meaſures of the Britiſh miniſters, which the noble Lord h — 


againſt the motion has laid before you, there is little neceſſity for 
another attempt to convince you that 'our Hberty and the liberty of 
Europe are in danger, or of difturbirg your”) reflections OR 


. enumeration of follies and misförtunes. 9 eee 31 B74; 


To mention the = of our meaſures u. — 


S ere 


"juſtly 


5 
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Jjuſtly ſuſpected of ſuppreſſing their conviction; for how can it be 


poſſible, that they who cannot produce a ſingle inſtance of wiſdom or 
fortitude, who cannot point out one enterpriſe" wiſely concerted and 


' ſucceſsfully executed, can yet ſincerely 5 that ee has been | 


omitted which our intereſt required? 
The meaſures, my Lords, which are now purfued, are the ande | 
which for twenty months have kept the whole nation in-continudl 
diſturbance, and have raiſed the indignation of every man, whoſe 
Pei r intereſt was not promoted by them. Theſe meaſures cannot 
be faid to be raſhly cenſured, or condemned before they are ſeen in 


| = full-extent, or expanded into all their conſequences ; for 


have been proſecuted, my Lords, with all the confidence of an, 
and all the perſeverance of obſtinacy, without any other oppoſition 


than fruitleſs clamours, or petitions unregarded. And what conſe- 


quences have they produced? What but poverty and diſtractions at 


home, and the contempt and inſults of foreign powers? What but 


— 


the neceſſity of retrieving by war the loſſes ſuſtained by timorous and 
dilatory negotiations; and the miſcarriages of a war, in which only 
| Folly and cowardice have involved us? 


Nothing, my Lords, is more aſtoniſhing, than that it t ſhould be 
aſſerted in this Aſſembly that we have no ill ſucceſs to complain of, 


Might we not hope for ſucceſs, if we have calculated the events of 


war, and made a ſuitable preparation? And how is this to be done, 


but by comparing our forces with that of our enemy, who muſt un- 
doudbtedly be more or leſs formidable according to the proportion | 


which his treaſures and his troops bear to our own ? 
Upon the aſſurance of the certainty. of this practice, upon the evi- 


dence, my Lords, of arithmetical demonſtration, we were inclined 


to believe, that the power of Britain was not to be reſiſted by Spain, a 
and therefore demanded that our merchants ſhould be no longer 
plundered, 1 impriſoned | and HT; by ſo deſpicable an 
enemy. 

That we did not foreſee all the PEI of this aka we 


| are now ready to canfeſs ; we did not conjeQure that new troops 
would be raiſed for the invaſion of the Spaniſh dominions, only that 
we might be reduced to the level with our enemies. We did not 


imagine that the ſuperiority of 'our naval force would produce no 


other conſequence than an inequality of expence, and that the royal 


navies of Britain would be equipped. only for ſhew, * to harraſs 
C4 the 
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4 


the * with the hateful moleſtation of an 8 . to weaken 5 


the. crews of our mercantile veſſels, that ** m be more I 
taken by the privateers of Spain. | 
We did not expect, my Lords, chat our navies would fail — 
eee the command of admirals renowned for bravery, knowledge, 
and vigilance, and float upon the ocean without deſign, or enter 
ports and leave e inoffenſive as a wehen or N 
n ä 

But not to 3 any tag my LY in nas fo little faited to 
the i importance of the queſtion which I am endeavouring to clear, 
or to the enormity of the conduct which 1 attempt to expoſe; the 
ſucceſs of war is only to be eſtimated by the advantages which are 
gained, in proportion to the loſs which is ſuffered ; of which loſs the 
expences occaſioned by the war are always the chief part, and of 
-whjch- jt is therefore uſual, at the concluſion of a PRICE for the 
en power to promiſe the payment. . 

Let us examine, my Lords, in conſequence of this poſition, the 
EG of our preſent war againſt Spain; let us conſider what each 
nation has ſuffered, and it will eaſily appear how juſtly we boat of 
our wiſdom and vigour. . | 

It is not on this occaſion neceſſary to Vene mjaute 5 
or to compute the expence of every company of ſoldiers and ſquadron 
of ſhips ; it is only neceſſary to aſſert, what will 1 hope not be very 
readily denied, even by thoſe whom daily practice of abſurd apologies 
has rendered impregnable by 1 the force of truth, t that ſuch expences 
as have neither contributed to our own gefence, nor to the difadvan- 
tage of the Spaniards, have been thrown away. 5 

If this be granted, my Lords, it will appear, that no nation ever 
beheld i its treaſures ſo profuſely ſquandered, ever paid taxes ſo willing- | 
15. and” ſo patiently ſaw them perverted; for it cannot, my Lords, 
be proyed, that any part of our preparations has produced a pro- 
portionate effect ; but it may be readily ſhewn how many fleets have 
been equipped only that the merchants ben want failors, and that 
the public ſtores might be conſumed. 

As to our ill ſucceſs i in America, which has been imputed only to 
the chance of war, it will be reaſonable, my. Lords, to aſcribe to 
other cauſes ſo much of it as might have been prevented by a more 
hey reinforcement of Vernon, or may be 2 to baye ariſen 
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» the inexperience of our . and the. + clepe ofthe Spaniards 
from Ferol. N 
If our gets had been ent more 1 into that ao of the wth 
0 Spaniards would have had no time to ſtrengthen their garriſons 3 
had our troops been acquainted with diſcipline, the attack would 
have been made with greater judgment; and had not the Spaniards 
eſcaped from Ferol, we ſhould have had no enemy in America to 
encounter. Had all our miniſters and all our admirals done their 
- duty, it is evident that not only Carthagena had been taken, but 
that half the dominions of Spain might now have owned the ſove- 
reignty of the crown of Britain, _ 

This, my Lords, may be obſerved of the $54 ent] which 
it is reaſonable to believe was in reality intended againſt the Spaniards, 
if even of this our miniſters had not before contrived the defeat. But 


of all the reſt of our armaments it does not appear that any effect has 


been felt but by ourſelves, it cannot be diſcovered that they even 
raiſed any alarms or anxiety either. in our enemies or their allies, by - 
whom perhaps i it was known that they were only deſigned as pune 5 
ments for the merchants of Britain. | 

That our merchants have already been ſeverely chaſtiſed for their 
inſolence 1 in complaining of their loſſes, and their temerity in raiſing _ 
| in the nation à regard for its commerce, its honour, and its rights, 
is evident from a dreadful liſt of three hundred ſhips taken by the 
| 5 paniards, ſome of which were abandoned by their connor. and 
| others ſeized within fight of the coaſts of Britain, 

It may be urged, my Lords, that the Spaniards have kkewifs loſt | 
a great number of veſſels; but what elſe could they expect when 
they engaged in a war againſt the greateſt naval- power of the uni- 
verſe? And it is to be remembered, that the Spaniards haue this 
gonſolation in their misfortunes, that of their ſhips none have been 
geſerted by their convoys, or wiltully expoſed to capture by being 
robbed of their crews, to ſupply ſhips of war with idle hands. 

The Spaniards will likewiſe conſider, that they have not harraſſed 
their ſubjects for the protection of their trade; that they have not 
fitted out fleets only to amuſe the populace. _ They comfort them- 
ſelves with the hope, that the Britons will ſoon be reduced to a ſtate 
pf weakneſs below themſelves, and_wait patiently for the time in 
which the maſters of the ſea ſhall receive from them the regulation 
pf t their commerce and the limits of their navigation, 
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Nor cam it be daubted, my Lords, but that by adhering to theſe 
meaſures, our miniſters will in a ſhort time gratify their hopes; for 
whatſoever be the difference between the power of two contending | 


nations, if the richer ſpends its treaſures without effect, and expoſes 
its troops to unhealthy climates and impractieable expeditions, while 


the weaker is parſimonious and prudent; they muſt ſoon be brought 


to an equality; and by continuing the fame conduct, the ' weaker 
power muſt at length prevail. | 

That this has been hitherto the Hive of the war e wh een Britain 
and Spain, it is not neceſſary to prove to your Lordſhips ; it is ap- 


parent, that the expences of the Spaniards have been far leſs than 


thoſe of raged and therefore if we ſhould ſuppoſe the actual loſſes 
of war equal, we are only wearing out our force in uſeleſs efforts, 
and our enemies grow every day comparatively ſtronger. _ | 
But, my Lords, let us not flatter ourſelves that our actual loſſes 
have been equal ; let us, before we determine this queſtion, accurztely : 
compare the number and the value of our ſhips and cargoes with 
thoſe of the Spaniards, and ſee on "which ſide the loſs will fall. 
And let us not forget, what in all the calculations which I have 
yet ſeen on either part has been totally overlooked, the number of 
men killed, or captives in the Britiſh and Spaniſh dominions. Men, 
my Lords, are at once ſtrength and riches ; and therefore it is to be 
conſidered,” that the moſt irreparable lofs which any nation can ſuſtain 
is the diminution of its people: Money may be repaid, and com- 


meree may be recovered, even liberty may be regained, but the loſs 


1 


of people ean never be retrieved. Even the twentieth generation 
may have reaſon to exclaim, How much more numerous and more _ - 
powerful would this nation have been, had our anceſtors not oa 
betrayed” in the expedition to Carthagena Wn | 
What loſs, my: Lords, have the Spaniards ſuſtalned which can' 165 
put in balance with that of our army in America, an army given up 
to the vultures of an unhealthy climate, and of which thoſe wha. 
periſhed BY the IRE, were in reality reſcued from more lingering 


| bor ments? : . 


What equivalent can be mentioned for the liberty of UN TI of 
Britons, now Janguiſhing in the priſons of Spain, or obliged by 


| hardſhips and deſperation to afſiſt the enemies of their country ? 


| age: have the EN ds ſuffered that can be Mn, to the detri- 


ment 


* 
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Theſe, my Lords, are loſſes not to be paralleled by als deftrution | 
of Porto Bello, even though that expedition ſhould be aſeribed to the 
miniſtry. Theſe are loſſes which may extend their conſequences to 
many. ages, which way: my ww our commerce, and 8 
aur ſnippins. IJ | > way et when" tt 4" 210. 2 +; 22 

It is not to be W my 1 what in chis time af . | 
danger, parents will deſtine their children to maritime employments, 
or that any man will engage in nayal buſineſs. who can exerciſe any 
other profeſſion; and therefore the death or captivity of à ſailor 
leaves a vacuity in our commerce, ſince no other will be ready to 
ſupply his place. Thus by degrees the continuance of the war will 
contract our trade, and thoſe parts of it which we cannot occupy. 
will be ſnatched FF von | 
ble that they will ever be recovered. | TY 

This, my Lords, is another circumſtance. 80 A ne to 0 
the Spaniards are not expoſed; for their trafſick being only from one 
part of their dominions to another, cannot be deſtroyed, but will, 
after the ſhort interruption * a wats! be en rer d oertain and 
Wen profitable. e 

It appears, therefore, my n that: we 1 Watbenss „ 


more than the Spaniards, more than the nation which we have ſo 


much reaſon to deſpiſe; it appears that our fleets have been uſeleſs, 
and that our troops have been only ſent out to be deſtroyed; and it 
will therefore ſurely be allowed me to _ that: the war has not 
been hitherto ſucceſbful. - 7 2 

I am therefore of opinion, my Lend MY as the Addreſs'3 now 
propaſed, cannot but be underſtood both by His Majeſty and the 
nation, to imply in ſome degree a commendation: of that conduct 
which cannot be commended, which ought never to be mentioned 
but with deteſtation and contempt, it will be unworthy of this eue | 
offenſive to the whole nation, and unjuſt to His Majeſty. thus 

His Majeſty, my Lords, has ſummoned us to adviſe bim in des 


important juncture, and the nation expects from our determinations 
its relief or its deſtruction; nor will either have much to hope from 


our oounſels, if in out firſt public act we endeavour to deceive them. 


It ſeoms therefore proper to change the common form of our Ad- 


dreſſes 40-the: throws to do once at leaſt what His Majeſty demands 


$44 : ; and 


* 
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and the people expect, and to remember that no characters are more 
inconſiſtent, than peo of a nen * re e e _ eee 


of the Miniſtry. © 
Then Lord Alebingabi FR to this felt" py) Torts J have 


always obſerved that'debates are prolonged, and enquiries perplexed, - 


by the neglect of method; and therefore think it neceſſary to move, 
That the Queſtion may be read, that the noble Lords who ſhall be 
ijnclined to explain their ſentiments upon it, may have always the Mew 
"= in view, and not deviate into __ h 4; er agar FTIR 
lt was read accordingly.] ee 4 at * 


Lord CarTERET ſpoke next to the A seeing —My 
Lords, I am convinced of the propriety of the laſt motion by the 


advantage which it has afforded me of viewing more deliberately and 
diſtinctly the queſtion before us; the conſideration of which has con- 
firmed me in my own opinion, that the Addreſs now propoſed is only 
a flattering repetition of the ſpeech, and that the ſpeech was 'drawn 
up only to betray us into an encomium on the miniſtry; who, as 


they certainly have not deſerved any commendations, will, I hope, 


not receive them from your Lordſhips. For what has been the reſult 
of all their meaſures, but a general confuſion, the depreſſion of our 
own nation and our allies, and the exaltation of the Houſe of Bourbon? 


It is univerſally allowed; my Lords, and therefore it would be 


ſuperfluous to prove, that the liberties of Europe are now in the 
utmoſt danger; that the Houſe of Bourbon has arrived almoſt at 


that exalted pinnacle of authority, from whence it will lock down 


with contempt upon all other powers, to which it will hence forward 


preſeribe laws at pleaſure, whoſe dominions will be limited we its 1 


direction, and whoſe armies. will march at its command. 

That Britain will be long exempted from the general ernie 

that we ſhall be able to ſtand alone againſt the whole power of Eu- 
rope, which the French may then bring down upon us, and preſerve 
ourſelves independent, while every other nation acknowledges the 


authority of an arbitrary conqueror, is by no means OT and _ 


be perhaps demonſtrated to be not poſſible. | 
How long we might be able to retain our liberey, itis bps the 


—_— policy to determine; but as it is evident, that when the 

empire is ſubdued, the Dutch will quickly fall under the ſame do- 

minion, and that all their ports and all their commerce will then be 
in'the hands of the F rench, it cannot” de denied chat dur commerce 


will 
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will quickly be at ae indne We ſhall then IEF WT PAVED" the 
ſea, and all our diſtant colonies and ſettlements, and be ſhut up in 
our own; iſland, where the continuante of our. liberties can be deter- 
mined, only by the reſolution, with which we fliall: defend them. 


That this, my. Lords, muſt probably be in a few years our tate, 
if the ſchemes of the Houſe of Bourbon ſhould: ſucceed, is certain 
beyond controverſy; and therefore it is evident, that no man to 
whom ſuch a condition does not appear eligible, can look uncon- 


cerned at the confuſion: of the continent, or conſider the: 
of the Houſe of Auſtria, without endeavouring to pre vent it. 34D 
But, my Lords, though ſuch endeavours are che duty of all wha. 
are engaged in the tranſaction of public affairs, though the importance 
of the cauſe of the Queen of Hungary be acknowledged in the Speech 
to which we are to return an Addreſs, it does not appear that the 
miniſters of Britain have once attempted to alliſt her, or en 
forborn any thing which might aggravate her diſtreſs. 25 
The only effectual methods by which any efficacious reliek ood 
have. t been procured, were that of reconciling her with the King oh; 
Pruſſia, or that of prevailing upon the Muſcovians to ſuccour her. 
A reconciliation, with the King of Pruſſia would have been my 
firſt care, if the honour of adviſing on this occaſion had fallen tomy. 
lot. To have mediated ſucceſsfully between them, could ſurely haye 


been no difficult taſk, becauſe each party could not but know how 


moch! it was their common intereſt to exclude the French from. the 


1 


both to their ancient enemy.. 

As in private life, my Lords, when two friends. carry any: edi 
between them to improper degrees of anger or reſentment, it is the 
province of a third to moderate the paſſion of each, and to 1 


that benevolence. which a difference of intereſt or opinion had im- 


paired; ſo in alliances, or the friendſhips. of nations, whenever, it 


| unhappily falls out that two of them forget the general good, and lay 


themſelves open to thoſe evils from which a ſtrict union only can 


preſerve them, it is neceſſary that ſome other power Jhould ek 


and prevent the dangers of a perpetual diſcord. Fe 

Whether this was attempted, my Lords, I know not; i but if any. 
ſuch deſign was in appearance proſecuted,: it. may be. reaſonably ima 
gined. from the event, that the negociators were defective either i in 
kill 15 indigene; for how can it be nn that any W 


* 
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truly repreſented? | 5% 1 300199 enn n n 


But not to 3 a: 3 Sim dondicert; _ 
Lords, that there is in reality no deſign of 'affiſting the Queen of 
Hungary; either our miniſters have not yet recovered from their 


apprehenſions of the exorbitant power of the Houſe of Auſtria, by 


which-they were frighted ſome years ago into the boſom of France 


for ſhelter, and which left them no expedient but the treaty of Hano- 


ver 3 or they are now equally: afraid of France; and expect the Pre- 
tender to be forced upon them 8 1 eee they io key 


| pn to ſecure them from him. nad loo. i yam 


Whatever is the motive of their beg, it 78 evident, 200 Lede, 


gi are at preſent to the unfortunate Queen of Hungary; either 
profeſſed enemies; or treacherous allies ; for they have permitted the 


invaſion of her Italian'dominioris, wh hen they might have prevented it 

without a 2 _ 90 d beer _ ef not en ap 

their troops. me 5 0 240 
To argue that our han hip the Medittitrantih was notor Atength 


ſufficierit to oppoſe their paſſage, is a ſubterfuge to which they can 


only be driven by the neeeſfity of making ſome apology, and an ab- 
ſolute inability to produce any which will not pe, be diſ- 


covered. Dro THR CHESS BPECIFED „ det 


It is known, my Lords, to all Kerbe that Haddock had then 


under his command thirteen fhips of the line; and nine frigates, and 
that the Spaniſh convoy” conſiſted only of three ſhips ; and yet they 
failed before his eyes with a degree of ſecurity which nothing could 
have produced bur a paſſport from the court ere e, an _—_ 
exemption from the danger of an attack. 

It may be urged, that they were proteles by ibs F tene een 
and that Haddock durſt not attack them, becauſe he was unable to 
eontend with the united fleets; but, my Lords, even this is known 
to be falſe; it is known that they bore no proportion to the ftrength 
of the Britiſh ſquadron, that they could not have made even the ap- 


peurance of a battle, znd that our commanders Sous have been "Oy 
employed in purſuit and captures. 0 


This, my Lords, was well . to our PRE ue Mere 


afraid only of deſtroying the French ſquadron, and were very fat 


from apprehending any danger from it; but being determined to 
"DE on 885 uy Ah contirumce"of-the friendſhip 'of their 
5 old 


a Me ß , af AM ab ad 


- ws ako af. «Ss co aa = 


OW” 


* 6 3 


— 
Lo 


As 1741. r n E A DDE E88. 
old nnn to the invaſion af Italy, and procuted i 
ſquadron to ſail out, under pretence of defending the Spaniſh tranſport 5 
that their compliance might not be diſcovered. 

All chis, my Lords, may reaſonably be ſulpected 2 has ark view 
* their proceedings; for how could an inferior force venture into 
the way of an enemy, unleſs upon ſacurity that they ſhould. not be 
attacked} But the late treaty of neutrality has changed ſuſpicion into 
certainty, has diſcovered the ſource of all their meaſures, and:ſhewn 
that the invaſion of Italy A pes to ny e from the 
like calamity. a ie bunks 

There is great PEW my Lords, led this laſt was of Hanover 
mould give the deeiſiwe blow to the liberties of Europe. How much 
it embarraſſes the Queen of Hungary, by making it neceſſary for her 


to divide her forces, is obvious at the firſt view; but this is not, in 


my opinion, its moſt fatal conſequence. The other powers will be 
incited, by the example of our miniſtry, to conclude treaties of 
neuttality in the ſame manner. They will diſtruſt every appearance 
of our zeal for the Houſe of Auſtria, and imagine that we intend 
only an hypocritical aſſiſtance, and that our generals, our  ambaſſe> 
dors, and our admirals, have, in reality, the the ſame orders. 20 
Nothing, my Lords, is more dangerous than a public | 
faith. When a nation can be no longer truſted, it loſes all its in- 
fluence, becauſe none can fear its menaces, or depend on its alliance. 
A nation no longer truſted, muſt ſtand alone and unſupported; and 
it is certain that the nation which is juſtly ſuſpected of holding with 
its open enemies a ſecret intercourſe t to thay hs of its "m can 
be no longer truſted. _ 

This ſuſpicion, my Lark this at this — i | 
is now fixed upon the court of Britain; nor does it take its riſe only 
from the forbearance of our admiral, but has received new confirma- 


tion from the behaviour of our ambaſſador, who denied the treaty of 


neutrality, when the French miniſter declared it to the Dutch. Such 
now, my Lords, is the reputation of the Britiſh court, a reputation 
produced by the moſt flagrant and notorious inſtances of cowardie 


and falſhood, which cannot but make all our endeavours ineffectual, 


and diſocurage all thoſe powers whoſe conjunction we might have 


promoted, from entering into any other engage ments than ſuch as 


we may purchaſe for ſtated ſubſidies. For who, upon any other mo- 
tive than immediate intereſt, would form an alliance with a power 


which, 


which, upon the firſt appearance of he; gives-tip'a c | 


. conſiders the ca 


to purchaſe, not a large extent of territory, not a new field of com- 
merce, not a port or a citadel, but an abject neutrality! 255 
But however mean may be a ſupplication for peace, or however 


nein the deſertion of an ally, I wiſh, my Lords, that the liberty 


of invading the queen of Hungary's dominions without oppoſition, 
had been the moſt culpable coneeſſion of our illuſtrious miniſters, 
of whom ĩt ĩs reaſonable to believe, that they have ſtipulated with 
the Spaniards, that they ſhall be repaid the n nf _ war «ard 
plunder of our merchants. oo 

That our commerce has been unneceſſarily expoſed 1 to A ravages 
of privateers, from which a very ſmall degree of caution might have 
preſerved it; that three hundred trading ſhips have been taken, and 


that three thouſand Britiſh ſailors are now in captivity, is 2 conſidera- 


tion-too melancholy: to be n dwelt wth and a truth too _— 
to be ſuppreſſed or denied. ee 

How ſuch havock could ase bon 8 . not our ep in 
e a treaty of neutrality with the Spaniards, and left the war 
to be carried on only by the merchants, it is not eaſy to conceive; 
for ſurely it will not be pretended, that all theſe loſſes were the neceſ= 
fary conſequence of our ſituation with regard to Spain, which, if it 
expoſed the Portugal traders to hazard, did not en us W 


| un our own coaſts. Wot 
And yet on our own coaſts, my 1 have ee of. our 


mies been taken by the Spaniards; they have been ſeized by petty 
veſſels as they were entering our ports, and eee them 


ſelves upon their eſcape from danger 5 Foie» md 


In the late war with France, an enemy mk. more _aanidable 
both for power and ſituation, methods were diſcovered by which our 
trade was more efficaciouſly protected: by ſtationing a a ſquadron at 

the mouth of the channel, of which two or three ſhips at a time 


cruixed at a proper diſtance on the neighbouring ſeas, the privateers. 
were kept in awe, and e to their own ene, or \ ſeived « 


they ventured to leave them. c 
But of ſuch uſeful mm in the proſent war thine" * nale 
hooks ; for if the public papers are of any credit, the King of Spain 


to upon them as upon other parts of the Spaniſſ 
. oo 8 . ? ] 
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ures. of our merchants as a ſtanding revenue, and 
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It is therefors to little purpoſe that meaſures- mus this: 
Houſe, or ſchemes preſented by the merchants for the preſervation of 
our commerce; for the merchants are conſidered as the determined | 
enemies of our miniſter, who therefore reſolved. that they ſhould re- 
pent of the war into which he was forced by them, contrary to thoſe 
favourite ſchemes and eſtabliſhed, maxims,.. which he has purſued till 
the liberties of mankind are-almoſt.extinguiſhed, «7 -; +14 +! 4 


> 
4, 
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There are indeed ſome hopes, my Lords, that new meaſures reſa- 


lutely purſued might yet repair the miſchiefs of this abſurd and 


cowardly conduct, and that by reſolution and dexterity the ambition 
of France might once more be diſappointed. The King of Pruſſia 
appears at length convinced that he has not altogether purſued his 
real intereſt, and that his own family muſt fall in the ruin of the 
Houſe of Auſtria. The King of Sardinia appears firm in his deter- 
mination to adhere to the Queen of Hungary, and has therefore re- 
fuſed a paſſage through his dominions to the Spaniſh«troops.. The 
States of Holland ſeem to have taken the alarm, and nothing but 
their diſtruſt of our dnanieptenn hinder them from uniting unt 5 
the Houſe of Bourbon. I E gy 5 WET, 155 25 "22: S 1 G 

This diſtruſt, my Lords, we may: probably-remove, by reviving.on 
this occaſion our ancient forms of addreſs,-and-declaring+ationee"to 
His Majeſty, and to all the powers of Europe, pegs tian 
approving the late meaſures. . 1 W I 60. M's 

There is another reaſon. why the ſhort; Addreſſes of 0 our thus 
may be preferred to the modern forms, in which a great number of 
particular facts are often comprehended. It is evident, that the Ad- 
dreſles are preſented before there can be time to examine. whether the 
facts contained in them are juſtly ſtated; and they muſt therefore loſe 
their efficacy with the people, who are ſufficiently ſagacious to diſ- 
tinguiſh ſervile compliance from real approbation, and who will not 
* miſtake the incenſe of flattery for the tribute of gratitude.” 

With regard to the propriety of the Addreſs propoſed to your 


Londlhips, which is, like others, only a repetition of the ſpeech, there 


is at leaſt one objection to it, too important to be ſuppreſſe d. 
It is affirmed in the ſpeech, in what particular words I cannot 


exadly remember, that ſince che death ofithe late German Eqmpetor, 


the intereſt of tha; Queen f Hungary has been diligently and invariably 
promoted an. aſertion which unn too equitable, 
Vor. nds 22 2 We” 92 us doo G4 = ot an vt” 0":2inand- | 
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miniſters. 644 
| His Majeſty well knows, that no ihe aaron 
hitherto given to that unhappy Princeſs ; he knows that the twelve 
thouſand men, who are ſaid to have been raifed for the defence of the 
empire, thoſe mighty troops by whoſe affiſtance the enemies of 
Auſtria were to he ſcattered, never marched beyond the territory of 
Hanover, nor left that bliſsful country for a ſingle day. And is it 
probable that the Queen would have preferred money for troops, had 
the not been informed that it would be more eaſily obtained ? 0 
Nor was even this pecuniary aſſiſtance, though compatible with 
the ſecurity of Hanover, granted her without reluctance and diffi- 
culty, of which no other proof is neceſfary than the diſtagce between 
| the promiſe and the performance of it. The money, my Lords, is 
hot yet all paid, though the laſt payment was very lately fixed. Such 
is the affiſtance which F 
| his yer procured from the courr of Britin. 
Our minifters have been therefore hitherto, my Lords, fsb: Given 
acting with vigour in fav6ur of the Houſe of Auftria, that they have 
never ſolicited the court of Muſcovy, almoſt the only court now. 
independent on France, to engage in her defence. How wiſely that 
mighty power diſtinguiſhes her real intereſt, and how ardently ſhe 
purſues it, the whole world was convinced in her alliance with the i 
tate Emperor ; nor is it unlikely, thatſhe might have been eaſily per- x 
ſuaded to have protected his daughter with equal zeal. But we never 
1 eee e eee, om 0,08: rege. 
Our 3 thooght it 4 a concerned them to humble 
l our merchants than to ſuccour our allies, and therefore admitted the 
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Spaniards into Italy; by which prudent conduct they dextrouſly at 0 
once gratified the | Houſe of Bourbon, embarraſſed the Queen of 0 
Hungary, and endangered the effects of the Britiſh merchants, lying 1 
at Leghorn; effects which were lately valued at fix hundred thouſand ſ 
pounds, bus which,'by the fxſoiable arrival of the" Spaniards; are I 
happily reduced to half their price. I 
L hope therefore I ed wo ur- 06 your ne- the n 
ronfining our Addreſs to-thanks and bo! lations, becauſe it is d 
not-neceſiary to ſay how incbnſiſtent it muſt be thought with the b 
6 echo falſhood, . V 
| is Ten 
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- Then the Duke of Neweapruz ſpoke to the following effect: | 
My Lords, The manner in which the noble Lord "who fpoke laſt 
expreſſes his ſentiments, never fails to give pleaſure, even where his 
arguments produce no conviction; and his eloquence always receives 
its praiſe, though it _ ee, be > of its more im- 
_— effects. 

In the preſent debate, my Lords, I have haves no e 92 | 
which I am inclined to change the uſual forms of addreſs, or FINE | 
the motion which has been made to us. 

The Addreſs which has been propoſed, is not, in my opinion, juſtly 
chargeable either with flattery to the miniſters, or with diſingenuity 
with reſpect to the people; nor can I diſcover in it any of: thoſe po- 
ſitions which have been repreſented fo fallacious and dangerous. It 
contains only a general declaration of our gratitude, and an aſſertion 
of our zeal; a declaration and aſſertion to which enen OY in 


this aſſembly will be unwilling to ſubſcribe. 


As an enquiry into the 'propriety of this Addreſs has ences, 
whether neceſſarily | or not, many obſervations on the preſent ſtate of 
Europe, and many animadverſions upon the late conduct, it cannot 
be improper for me to offer to your Lordſhips my opinion of the 


meaſures which have been purſued by us, as well in the war with 
Spain, as with regard to the'Queen of Hungary, and to propoſe my 
conjectures concerning the events which may Oy be eren! | 
5 the diſtractions on the continent. | 


This deviation from the queſtion before us, will at leaſt be us eabily 
pardokel in me as in the noble Lords who have exhibited fo gloomy 
a repreſentation ' of our approaching condition, who have lamented | 
the ſlavery with which they imagine all the ſtates of Europe about 
to be harraſſed, and deſcribed che inſolence and ravages of thoſe - 
oppreſſors to whom their apprehenſions have already given the empire 
of the world. For ſurely, my Lords, it is an endeavour no leſs 
laudable to diſpel terror, than to excite it ; and he who brings us 
ſuch accounts as we deſire to receive, is generally liſtened to with 
indulgence, however unelegant my be * expreffons, or however - 
irregular his narration. 

That the power of the family of Bourbon is arrived at 4 very 
dangerous and formidable extent; that it never was hitherto employed 
but to diſturb the happineſs of the unjverſe ; that the ſame ſchemes 


which our anceſtors laboured ſo ardently and ſo ſugceſsfully to deſtroy, 


Un are 


os. DEBATE ON. [pic 4. 
| are now formed afreſh, and intended to be put in immediate execu- 


tion; that the empire is deſigned to be held henceforward in depen- 
dence on France, and that the Houſe of Auſtria, by which the com- 


mon rights of mankind have been ſo long ſupported, is now marker. - | 
. out for deſtruction, is too evident to be conteſted. _ 
It is allowed, my Lords, that the power of the Houſe of Auſtria, 


which there was once reaſon to dread, leſt it might have been em- 
ployed againſt us, is now almoſt extinguiſhed; and that name which 
has for. ſo many ages filled the hiſtories of Europe, is in danger of 
being forgotten. It is allowed, that the Houſe of Auſtria cannot fall 
without expoſing all thoſe who have hitherto. been ſupported by its 


alliance to the utmoſt danger; and I need not add, that they ought 


therefore to aſſiſt it with the utmoſt expedition, and the moſt vigorous, 
meaſures. .. 

It may be ſuggeſted, my, Laid that this. * brace has been already 
delayed till it is become uſeleſs, that the utmoſt expedition will be 
too ſlow, and the moſt yigorous meaſures too weak to ſtop the torrent 
of the conqueſts of France; that the fatal blow will be ſtruck, before 
we ſhall have an opportunity to ward it off, and that our regard for 
the Houſe of Auſtria will be only compaſſion for the dead. | 

But theſe, my Lords, I hope, are only the apprehenſions of a mind 
overborne with ſudden terrors, and perplexed by a confuſed ſurvey 
of complicated danger; for if we conſider more diſtinctly the powers 
which may be brought in oppoſition to Fi rance, we ſhall find no reaſon 


for deſpairing that we may once more ſtand up with ſucceſs in defence 


of our religion and the liberty of mankind, and once more reduce 


' thoſe troublers of the world to the Aae of ee Bei de- 


ſtructive deſigns. 3 

ITbe noble Lord has already e the waar diſſ pollen of 
three powerful ſtates, as a motive for vigorous reſolutions, and a 
conſideration 1 that may. at leaſt preſerve. us from deſpair ; and it is 
no ſmall, ſatisfaction to me to obſerve, that his penetration and ex- 


perience incline him to hope upon the proſpect of affairs as they now 


appear; becauſe 1 doubt not but that hope will be improved into 
confidence, by the account which I can now give your Lordſhips 
of the i intention of another power, yet more. formidable, to engage 


| wit] us in the great deſign of repreſſing the inſolence of France, 


A treaty of alliance, my Lords, has pen for ſome time concerted 
vith the Emperor of Muſcovy, and has been negotiated with ſuch 


* 
5 N 


dil 1 gence, : 
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"Mligence, © that it is now completed, and 1 doubt not but the laſt 


ratifications will arrive at this court in a few days j by which it will 
appear to your Lordſhips, that the intereſt of this nation has been 
vigilantly regarded, and to our allies, that the faith of Britain has 
never yet been ſhaken. It will appear to the Frenel, that they have 
precipitated their triumphs, that they have imagined themſelves maſters 
of nations by whom they will be in a ſhort time driven back to their 
own confines, and that perhaps they have TRE out ee 
which they are never likely to poſſeſss. 

It was affirmed, and with juſt Aiſcernment, Har Yan age 
to be made to this powerful court, as the profeſſed adverſary of France; 


and if it was not hitherto known that their aſſiſtance had been 


aſſiduouſly ſolicited, our endeavours were kept ſeeret only that their 
ſucceſs might be more dann ane ut 8850 Sen ping more | 
powerfully by their effects. i 

Nor have the two other ide, which were e 55 the 
noble Lord, been forgotten, whoſe ' concurrence is at this time ſo 


5 "neceſſary to us: and I doubt not but that the repreſentations which 
have been made with all the force of truth, and all the zeal that is 


awakened by intereſt and by danger, will in time produce the effects 
for which they were intended; by convincing thoſe princes that they 
endanger themſelves by flattering the French ambition, that they 
are divefting themſelves of that defence of which they will quickly 
regret the loſs, and that they are only not attacked at N that 
"they i may | be deſtroyed more ealily hereafter.” 7 05 1 oO Hog 

But it is always to be remembered, my Lords, that 10 public 
tranſactions, as in private life, intereſt ats with leſs force as it is at 
greater diſtance, and that the immediate motive will generally pre- 
vail. Futurity impairs the influence of the molt i important pr 
of conſideration, even when it does not leſſen their certainty; 
with regard to events only probable, events which a thouſand acci- 
dents may obviate, they are almoſt annihilated, with regard to the 
human mind, by being placed at a diſtance from us. Wherever 
imagination can exert its power, we eaſily dwell upon the moſt 
pleaſing views, and flatter ourſelves with thoſe conſequences, which, 
though perhaps leaſt to be expected, are moſt deſired. Wherever dif- 
ferent events may ariſe, which is the ſtate of all human tranſactiens, 
Fe naturally promote our hopes, and repreſs our fears ; and in time 
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ſo fat deceive ourſelves, as to quiet all our ſuſpicions, lay all our 
terrors aſleep, and believe what at firft we only withed, 
This, my Lords, muſt be the deluſion by which ſome Rates 3 are 
induced to favour, and others to neglect the encroachments of France. 
Men are impolitic, as they are wicked; becauſe they prefer the 


gratification of the preſent hour to the aſſurance of ſolid and perma- 


nent, but diſtant happineſs. The French take advantage of this 
general weakneſs of the human mind, and by magnificent promiſes 
to one prince, and petty grants to another, reconcile them to their 


deſigns. Each finds that he ſhall gain more by contracting an alliance 


with them, than with another ſtate which has no view, beſides that of 
preſerving to every ſovereign his juſt rights, and which tops, a8 
it t plunders none, will have nothing to beſtow. 

This, my Lords, is the diſadvantage under which our negotiators 


labour againſt thoſe of France; we have no kingdoms to parcel out 
among thoſe whoſe confederacy we ſolicit; we can promiſe them no 


ſuperiority aboye the neighbouring princes which they do not now 
poſſeſs; we aſſume not the province of adjuſting the boundaries of 
dominion, or of deciding conteſted titles : we promiſe only the pre- 
ſervation of quiet, and the eſtabliſhment of ſafety. 

But the French, my Lords, oppoſe us with other arguments, ar- 
guments which indeed receive. their force from folly and credulity; 
but what more powerful aſſiſtance can be deſired? They promiſe 


| not mere negative advantages, not an exemption from remote op- 


prefon, or an eſcape from ſlavery, which, as it was yet never felt, | 
is very little dreaded ; they offer an immediate augmentation « of do- 
minion, and an extenſion of power; they propoſe new tracts of com- 
merce, and open new ſources of wealth; they invite confederacies, 
nut for defence, but for conqueſts; for conqueſts to be divided RE 
the powers by whoſe union they ſhall be made. 

Let it not therefore be objected, my Lords, to our miniſters, o or 
our negotiators, that the French obtain more influence than they; 


| that they are more eaſily liſtened to, or more xeadily believed: for 


while ſuch is the condition of mankind, that what is deſired is eaſily 
credited, while profit is more powerful than reaions os French elo- 
Jones will frequently prevail, 

Whether, my Lords, our ſeeming want of ſucceſs in the war 855 
bein admits of as eaſy a ſolution, my degree of knowledge i in mili- 
tary affairs, does not enable me to e An account of this 


bart 
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part of our conduct is to be expected from the Commiſſioners of the 
Admiralty, by whom, I doubt not, but ſuch reaſons will be aſſigned 
for all the operations of our naval forces, and ſuch vindications offered 
of all thoſe meaſures, which have been hitherto imputed too pre- 
cipitately to negligence, cowardice, or treachery, as will ſatisfy on 
who have been moſt vehement in their cenſures. 1 

But becauſe it does not ſeem to me very di iEult to apologize * 
thoſe. miſcarriages which have occaſipned the loudeſt complaints, I 
will lay before your Lordſhips what I have been able to collect from 
enquiry, or to conjecture from obſervation ; and doubt not but it will 
eaſily appear, that nothing has been omitted from any apparent deſign 
of betraying our country, and that our miniſters and commanders 


will deſerve, at leaſt, to be heard before they are condemned. 


That great numbers of our trading veſlels have been ſeized by the 
Spaniards, and that our commerce has therefore been very much 
embarraſſed and interrupted, is ſufficiently manifeſt ;. but to me, my 


Lords, this appears one of the certain and 3 conſequences of 


war, which are always to be expected, and to be ſet in our conſulta- 
tions againſt the advantages which we propoſe to obtain: It is as 
rational to expect, that of an army ſent againſt our enemies, every 


man ſhould return unhurt to his acquaintances, as that every mer» 
chant ſhould ſee his ſhip and cargo ſail ſafely into port. 
If we examine, my Lords, the late war, of which the conduct 


has been ſo laviſhly applauded, in which the victories which we ob- 


tained have been ſo loudly celebrated, and which has been propoſed 


to the imitation of all future miniſters, it will appear, that our loſſes 
of the ſame kind were then very frequent, and perhaps not leſs com- 


Plained of, though the murmurs are now forgotten, and the accla- 


. mations tranſmitted to poſterity, becauſe we naturally relate what has 
given us ſatisfaction, and ſupgreſs what we cannot recolle& without 


uneaſineſs. 
If we look farther backward, ti . — — 


event of any other war in which we engaged ſince commerce has 
conftituted fo large a part of the intereſt of this nation, I doubt not 
but in proportion to our trade will be found our loſſes; and in all 
future wars, as in the preſent, I ſhall expect the ſame calamities and 
the fame complaints. For the eſcape of any number of ſhips raiſes 


no tranſport, nor produces any gratitude ; but the loſs of a few will 
always give occaſion to clamours and diſcontent. For vigilance, 
D 4 | however 
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however dilĩgent, can never produce more ſafety than will be naturally 
expected from our inconteſtable ſuperiority at ſea, by which a great 
part of the nation is ſo far deceived as to imagine, that beckule we 
cannot be conquered, we cannot be moleſtod e. 
Nor do I ſee how it is poſfible to employ our power more Ig 
ts for the protection of our trade than by the method now purſued. 
of covering the on with our fleets, and ſtationing our ſhips of war 
in every place where danger can be apprehended. If it be urged, 
that the inefficacy of our meaſures is a ſufficient proof of their im- | 
.propriety, it will be proper to ſubſtitute another plan of operation, 
of which the ſucceſs may be more probable. To me, my Lords, the 
loſs of ſome of our mercantile veſſels ſhews only the diſproportion 
between the number of our ſhips of war, and the extent of the ſea, 
-which is a region too vaſt to be compleatly garriſoned, and of which 
- the frequenters muſt nnn "y pegs to the en incurſions; of 
ſubtle rovers. HEBER 
The diſpoſition of our ad been i as was doibilels 
_diQtated by the moſt acute ſagacity, and the moſt enlightened expe- 
© FiEnce. The ſquadron which was appointed to guard our coaſts has 
- been ridiculed as an uſeleſs expenoe;ʒ and its frequent excurſions and 
x returns, without any memorable attempt, have given occaſion to 
endleſs raillery, and inceſſant exclamations of wonder and contempt. 
But it is to be conſidered, my Lords, that the enemies of this nation, 
either ſecret or declared, had powerful ſquadrons in many ports of 
the Mediterranean, which, had they known that our coaſts were 
without defence, might have iſſued out on a ſudden, and have ap- 
peared unexpectedly in our channel, from whence they might have 
laid our towns in ruin, entered our docks, burnt up all our prepara- 
tions for future expeditions, carried into ſlavery the inhabitants: of 
our villages, and left the maritime ER of this. — in a 
| ſtate of general deſolation. f b ay 
Out of this ſquadron, however neceſlary, there was yet a 3 
ment of five ſhips ordered to affift Haddock, that he might be enabled 
to oppoſe the deſigns of the Spaniards, though aſſiſted by their French 
.confederates,! whom it is known that he was ſo far from» favouring, 
that he was ſtationed before Barcelona to block them up. Why he 
departed from that port, and upon what motives of policy, or maxims 
of war, he ſuffered the Spaniards to eg by only 
is ble TR n nee e W 
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- "Phat the Spaniards have not at leaſt been ſpared by denen is evi. 
dent from their ſufferings in this war, which have been'much greater 
than ours. Many of our ſhips' have indeed been ſnatched up by the 
rapacity of private adventurers, whom the ardour of "intereſt had 
made vigilant,” and whoſe celerity of purſuit as well as flight, enables 
them to take the advantage of the ſituation of their own ports, and 
thoſe of their friends. But as none of our ſhips have been denied 
convoys, I know not how the loſs of them can be imputed to the 
miniſtry; and if any of thoſe who failed under the protection of ſhips 
of war have been loſt, the commanders may be — to Wees 
| theiifelves from-the charge of negligence or treachery, © elt date 
But this enquiry, my Lords, muſt be, i in my opinion, eee for 
another day, when it may become the immediate ſubject of our con- 
ſultations, with which it has at preſent no coherence, or to which at 
leaſt it is very remotely related. For I am not able, upon the moſt 
impartial and the moſt attentive conſideration of the Addreſs now 
propoſed to your Lordſhips, to perceive any neceſſity of a previous 
enquiry into the: conduct of the war, the tranſaction of our negocia- 
tions, or the ſtate of the kingdom, in order to our compliance with 
- this motion, by which we ſhall be far from ſheltering any crime from 
puniſhment, or any doubtful conduct from enquiry ; ſhall be far from 
obſtructing the r a pee or eee be we oo 
We underſtand. ot 
Tha chief dei bis Majeſty s Speech is e ee, Eee 
Mas extraordinary conjuncture of affairs, a conduct | undoubtedly 
wWorthy of a Britin Monarch, and which we ought not to requite 
with diſreſpect; but what leſs can be inferred from an alteration of 
| -our eſtabliſhed forms of Addreſs, by an omiſſion of any part of the 
Speech? For what will be imagined by his Majeſty, by the nation, 
and by the me world, but that we. rd; not n _ we did 
not anſwer? _ | 
The Duke of: 8 8 to Pon following pak M 
| 4 it is with great reaſon that the preſent time has been repre- 
| ſented to us from the Throne as a time of uncommon danger and 
WH diſturbance, a time in which the barriers of kingdoms are broken 
down in contempt of eyery law of heaven and of earth, and in which 
5 ambition, rapine, and oppreſſion ſeem to be let looſe upon mankind ; 
a time in which ſome nations ſend out armies and invade the terri- 
15 taries of their neighbours in oppoſition to the moſt ſolemn treaties, 
t | of 


upon proper occaſions, for the diffuſion of liberty, eden of 


| ſucceſs or accidental reputation, will only dazzle the _ of the . 
titude while their liberties are ſtolen away. 
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of which others, with n n e ſuffer, or beer - Kerr 
the violation. 

At a. time 1 this, ——_ tration are 3 only as, m 
mentary expedients, and alliances confer no ſecurity, it is evident that 
the preſervation of our rights, our intereſt, and our commerce, muſt 
depend only on our natural ſtrength; and that inſtead of cultivating 
the friendſhip of foreign powers, which we muſt purchaſe upon diſ- 
advantageous conditions, and which will be withdrawn from us 


whenever we ſhall need it; we ought therefore to collect our own 
force, and ſnew the world how little we ſtand in need of aſſiſtance, 


and. how little we have to fear from the moſt powerful of our enemies. 
Our country, my Lords, ſeems deſigned by nature to ſubſiſt with- 
out any dependance on other nations, and by a ſteady and reſolute 


improvement of theſe advantages with which -providence has bleſſed | 


it, may bid defiance to mankind ; it might become, by the extenſion 


of our commerce, the general center at which the wealth of the whole 


earth might be collected together, and from whence. it might be iſſusd 


inſolence, and the preſervation of peace. | 771 35 ©1134 5:79 
But this glory, and this influence, my Lords, mk acifs amn 5 


meftiek -ſelicityz and domeſtick ſelieity can only be produces by a 


mutual confidence between the government and the people. Where 


the governors diſtruſt the affections of their ſubjects, they will not be 


very ſolicitous to advance their happineſs ; for who will endeayaur to 
increaſe that wealth which will, as he believes, be employed againſt 
him? Nor will the ſubjects chearfully concur even with the ne- 
ceſſary meaſures: of their governors, whoſe general deſigns they con- 
ceive to be contrary to the publick intereſt ; becauſe any temporary 


This confidence, my Lords, muſt be promoted ow it ao. 


and regained vrhere it is loſt, by the open adminiſtration of juſtice, | 
by impartial enquiries into public tranſactions, by the exaltation of 


thoſe whoſe wiſdom and bravery has advanced the publick reputation, 
or increaſed the happineſs of the nation, and the cenſure of thoſe, 
however elate with dignities, or ſurrounded with dependants, who 


; by their unſkilfulneſs or * have: either. nne, their 
e or 0 it, 
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For this reaſon, my Lords, it is in my opinion neceſſary to gratify 


the nation, at the preſent juncture, with the proſpect of thoſe mea- | 
(ures, without which no people can reaſonably be ſatisfied, and to 


pacify their reſentment of paſt injuries, and quiet their apprehenſions 
of future miſeries, by a poſſibility at leaſt, that they may ſee the au- 


chors of all our miſcarriages called to a trial in open day, and the 
merit of thoſe men acknowledged and rewarded, by -whaſe reſolution 
and integrity they imagine that the final ruin of themſelves. and 


poſterity } has been hitherto prevented. g 
That the preſent. diſcontent of the Britiſh. nation is + almoſt v uni- 


5 verlal, that ſuſpicion has infuſed itſelf into every rank and denomina- 


tion of men, that compiaints of the neglect of our commerce, the 
miſapplication of our treaſure, and the unſucceſsfulneſs of our arms, 
are to be heard from every mouth, and in every place, where men 


dare utter their ſentiments, I ſuppoſe, my Lords, no man will deny ; 
for whoever ſhould ſtand up in oppoſition to, the truth of a fact ſo 


generally known, would diſtinguiſh himſelf, even in this age of ef- 
frontery and corruption, by a conrenyr, of reputation, not yet known 


amongſt mankind, 


And indeed, my Lords, it od bs confeſſed that theſe diſcontengs 


and clamours are produced by ſuch an appearance of folly, or of 


treachery, as few ages Of nations have ever known; by ſuch an ob- 


ſtinate perſeverance in bad meaſures, as ſname has hitherto prevented 
in thoſe upon whom nobler motives, fidelity to their truſt, and love 


of their country, had loſt their influence. 
Other miniſters, when they have formed deſigns of ſacrificing th the 
publick intereſt to their own, have been compelled to better mea- 


ſures by timelyſdiſcoveries, and juſt reprefentations ; they have been 


criminal only becauſe they hoped for ſecrecy, and have vindicated 


their conduct no longer than white * had hopes that their * 


might deceive. __ 
But our heroic miniſters, my TT © have ſet themſelves free from 


the ſhackles of circumſpection, they have diſburthened themſelves of 
the embarraſſments of caution, and claim an exemption from the 


neceſſity of ſupporting their meaſures by laborious deductions and 


artful reaſonings; they defy the publick when they can no longer de- 


lude i it, and proſecute, in the face of the ſun, thoſe meaſures which 

they have not been able to ſupport, and of which the fatal conſe- 

quences are — by the whole nation, | 
When 
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When they have been detected in one abſurdity, they take ſhelter 


In another ; when experience has ſhewn that one of their attempts 


was deſigned only to injure their country, they propole a ſecond of 
the ſame kind with equal confidence, boaſt again of their integrity, 
and again require the concurrence : of the ES, and the ſupport 


of the people.” : 
When they had for a ki time ſuffered our trading "or to be 


"ſeized in ſight of our own ports, when they had difpatched fleets into 


the Mediterranean, only to lie expoſed to the injuries-of the weather, 


and to fail from one coaſt to another, only tothew that they had no 
hoſtile intentions, and that they were fitted our by the friends of the | 
Spaniards," only to amuſe and exhauſt the nation, they at length 


thought it neceſſary to lull the impatience of the people, who began to 


diſcover that they had hitherto been harraſſed with taxes and impreſſes 


to no purpoſe, by the' appearance of a new effort for the ſubjeQion of 
the enemy, and to divert, by the expectations which an 1 and! A 
fleet naturally raiſe, any clamours at their paſt conduct. Tce. 
For this end, having entered into their uſual Conne they 
projected an expedition into America, for which they raiſed forces 
and procured tratiſports, with all the pomp of preparation for the 
conqueſt of half the continent, not ſo much to alarm the Spaniards, 


which I conceive but a ſecondary view, as to fill the people of Britain 


with amuſing proſpects of great atchievements, of the addition of 
new dominions to this empire, and an aud reparation | for all hel 
damages. = 


Thus provided with forces ſufficient in appearance for this mighty 


. enterpriſe, they embarked them after many delays, and diſmiſſed them 


to their fate, having firſt diſpoſed their regulations in ſuch a manner, 

that it was impoſlible that they ſhould meet with ſucceſs. 
I can call your Lordſhips to witneſs, that this impoſſibility was not 

diſcovered by me after the event, for I foretold in this Houſe, that 


their deſigns ſo conducted, muſt evidently miſcarry. 


Nor was this prediction, my Lords, the effect of any Rath 


| lagacity, or any accidental conjecture on future conſequences which 
| happened to be right; for to any man who has had opportunities of 


prying that knowledge i in war is Ny to ſwecelt, and expe- 
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| The. forces ſent into > America, N „ ry were 3 3 


* ” „ * 


troops before ; and who, however laudable he might have diſcharged 


the duty of a ar was wholly ar wu with the ne of 
a General. 

Vet was this man, my g 5 m——— not t only t to a multitude 
of other officers, to whom experience muſt have been of ſmall advan- 8 
tage, if it did not furniſh them with knowledge far ſuperior to his, 
but to five and forty Generals, of whom J hope the nation has no 
reaſon to ſuſpect that any of them would not gladly have ſerved it on 
an occafion of ſo great importance, and willingly have conducted an 
expedition intended to retrieve the honour of the Britiſh name, the 
terror of our arms, and the ſecurity of our commerce. _ 

When raw troops, my Lords, with young officers, are to act u un- 


der the command of an unſkilful General, what is it reaſonable to ex- 
pect, but what has happened, overthrow, laughter, and i ignominy 3 


What but that cheap victories ſhould heighten the inſolence, and 
harden the obſtinacy of our enemies; and that we ſhould not only 
be weakened by our loſs, but diſpirited by our diſgrace; by the diſ- 
grace of being overthrown by thoſe whom we have deſpiſed, and with 
whom nothing but our own folly could have reduced us to a level. 
The other conjecture which I ventured to propoſe to your Lord- 


| ſhips, with regard to the Queen of Hungary, was not founded on 


facts equally evident with the former, though experience has diſco- 
vered that it was equally true. It was then aſſerted, both by other 
Lords and mylelf, that money would be choſen by that Princeſs as an 
aſſiſtance more uſeful than forces; an opinion, which the Lords who 
are engaged in the adminiſtration vigorouſly oppoſed. In conſe- 


| quence of their determination, forces were hired, for what purpoſe— 


let them now declare, ſince none but themſelves have yet known. 
That at leaſt they were not taken into our pay for the ſervice for 
which they were required, the ſuccour of the Houſe of Auſtria, is 
moſt evident, unleſs the name of armies is imagined ſufficient to in- 
timidate the French, as the Spaniards are to be ſubdued by the 


ſight of fleets, They never marched towards her frontiers, never 


oppoſed her enemies, or afforded her the leaſt affiſtance, but ſtood idle 
and unconcernad in the territories of Hanover ; ; nor was it known 4 
that they exiſted by any other 9 rhan that remittances were made 
for their pay. | 


Such, 


46 „'n E own Core. 4. 

Such, my Lords, was the affiftance, aſked with ſo much folicitude, 
and levied with ſo much expedition, for the Queen of Hungary; ſuch 
were the effects of the zeal of our illuſtrious miniſters for the pre- 
ſervation of that auguſt Houſe, to whoſe alliance we are perhaps in- 

| debted for the preſervation of our religion and our liberties, and to 
which all Europe muſt have recourſe for ſhelter from the oppreſſion of | 
France. 

When this formidable body of men was aſſembles, my Lats and 
reviewed, they were perhaps found too graceful and too well ſorted to 
be expoſed to the dangers of a battle ; and the ſame tenderneſs that. 
has. ſo long preſerved our own fs from any other field than the 
Park, might refcue them from the fatigues of accompanying the active 

huſſars in their incurſions, or the ſteady Auſtrians in their conflicts. 
Whatever was the reaſon, my Lords, it is certain that they have 
been reſerved for other opportunities of ſignalizing their courage, 
and they ſlept in quiet, and fattened upon the wealth of Britain, 

| while the enemies of our illuſtrious, magnanimous, and unfortunate 
ally, entered her territories without oppoſition, marched through 
them uninterrupted, and rather took poſſeſſion than made conqueſts. | 

That in this condition of her affairs, the Queen would refuſe an 
offer of 12,000 men ; that when ſhe was driven from one country to 
another, attended by an army ſcarcely ſufficient to form a flying 
camp, ſhe would not gladly have accepted a reinforcement. ſo power- 
ful, let thoſe believe, my Lords, who have wo never yo 2 

by miniſterial faith. 

"The real deſigns of the miniftry, my 3 are futciently obvi- 
ous, nor is any thing more certain, than that they had in requiring 
this mock aſſiſtance for the Queen of Hungary, no other deſign, than 
that of raiſing her expectations only to deceive them; and to divert 
her, by confidence in their preparations, from having receurſe to more 
efficacious expedients, that ſhe might become, without reſiſtance, the- 

flave of France, © | 

For this purpoſe they eee e to batons thr with forces rather 5 
than with money, becauſe many reaſons might be pretended, by 

which the march of the forces might be retarded; but the money, 
my Lords, when granted, muſt have been more ſpeedily remitted. 

At laſt the Queen, weary with delays, and undoubtedly ſufficiently 

informed of thoſe deſigns, which are now however generally diſ- 
covered, confidently denied, deſired x ſupply of money, which might | 
de 28 . leaving Hanover ale to an invaſion. With 
| this 
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this demand, which they had no pretence to deny, they have yet found 

expedients to delay their compliance. For it does not appear that 
the whole ſum granted has yet been paid; and it would well become 
thoſe noble Lords, whoſe offices give them an opportunity of obſerv- 
ing the diſtribution of the publick money, to juſtify themſelves from 


the ſuſpicions of the nation, by declaring openly what has been re- 


mitted, and what yet remains to be diſburſed for ſome other purpoſe. 

Is it not therefore evident, my Lords, that by promiſing aſſiſtance 
to this unhappy Princeſs, the miniſtry intended to deceive her ? 
That when they flattered her with the approach of auxiliary forces, 
they deſigned only to tation them where they might garriſon the 
frontiers of Hanover? And that when they forced her to ſolicit for 
pecuniary aid, they delayed the payment of the ſubſidy, that i it might 
not be received till it could produce no effet? 

This, my Lords, is not only evident from the manifeſt abſurdity of 
their conduct upon any other ſuppoſition, but from the general | 


ſcheme which has always been purſued by the man whoſe dictatorial 1 


inſtructions regulate the opinions of all thoſe that conſtitute the mi- 
niſtry, and of whoin it is well known, that it has been the great pur- 
poſe of his life to aggrandize France, by applying to her for afliftance 
in imaginary diſtreſſeg from fictitious confederacies, and by facrificing 
to her in return the Houſe of Auſtria, and the commerce of Britain. 
How then, my Lords, can it be afferted by us, that the Houſe of 
Auſtria has been vigilantly ſupported? How can we approve mea- 
ſures of which we diſcover no effect but the expence of the nation? 
A double expence, produced firſt by raiſing troops, which though 
granted for the affiſtance of the Auſtrians, have been made uſe of 
only for the protection of Hanover, and by the grant of money in the 
place of theſe troops which were thus e obtained, and thus 
unprofitably employed! 
For what purpoſe theſe forces were in real ity raiſed, I e no 
man can be ignorant, and no man to whom it is known can poſſibly 
approve it. How then, my Lords, can we concur in an Addreſs- 
by which the people muſt be perſuaded, that we either ate deceived 
ourſelves, or endeavour to impoſe upon them; that we either dafe 
not condemn any meaſures however deſtructive, or that at leaſt we are 
in haſte to approve them, left enquiry ſhould diſcover their tendency 


_ OE ave us the 1 5 of — 7 them, without an | 
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open declaration of our own mann or e! for the welfare 
of the publick. 8 

The — of the 8 are eb eee _ tha 
diſcontent open and. univerſal; and ſurely the yoice of the. people 
ought at leaſt to awake us to an examination of their condition. And 
though we ſhould not immediately condemn: thoſe whom they cenſure; 
and deteſt, as the authors of their miſeries, we ought at leaſt to pay 
ſo much 3 to the accuſation of the whole community, as not to 
reject it without enquiry, as a ſuſpicion merely chimerical. : 

» Whether theſe complaints and ſuſpicions, my Lords, proceed from 
real injuries and imminent dangers, or from falſe accuſations and 
groundleſs terrors, they equally deſerve the attention of this Houſe, 
whoſe great care is the happineſs of the people. People equally 
worthy of your tenderneſs and regard, whether they are betrayed by 
one party or another; whether they are plundered by the advocates 
of the adminiſtration, under pretence of ſupporting the government, 
or affrighted with unreaſonable clamours by the opponents of the 
court, under the ſpecious appearance of protecting liberty. The 
people, my Lords, are in either caſe equally. miſerable, and deſerve 
equally to be reſcued from diſtreſs. 


By what method, my Lords, can this be affedted, bot by = 


publick aſſurance from this Houſe, that the tranſactions of the nation 
ſhall no longer be concealed in impenetrable ſecrecy ; that meaſures 
ſhall be no longer approved without examination ; that publick evils 
ſhall be traced to their cauſes ; and that diſgrace, which they have 
hitherto brought upon the publick, ſhall fall for the future only en 
the authors of them. 

Ol gixing this aſſurance, and of b by it the clamours of the 
people ; clamours which, whether juſt or not, are too formidable to be 
ſlighted, and too loud not to be heard, we have now the moſt proper 
opportunity before us. The Addreſs which the practice of our an- 
ceſtors requires us to make to his Majeſty, may give us occaſion of 
expreſſing at once our loyalty to the Crown, and our fidelity to our 
country, our zeal for the honour of our Sovereign, and our regard 

for the happineſs of the people. | 
For this purpoſe it is neceſſary that, a as we ef the eee of 
aur. anceſtors in one reſpect, we revive it in another; that we imitate 
© thoſe in juſt freedom of language whom we follow in the decent forms 
. e and thew, that as we preſerve, like them, a due 
ſenſe 
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ſenſe of the regal dignity, ſo like them we know likewiſe how to 
preſerve our own, and deſpiſe Oy on one ox as we doblics 
rudeneſs on the other. 2055 

A practice, my Lords, has prevailed of 1 which® cannot but be 
allowed pernicious to the publick, and derogatory from the honour of 
this Aſſembly ; a practice of retaining in our Addreſs the words of the 
Speech, and of following it ſervilely from period to period, as if it 
were expected that we ſhould always adopt the ſentiments of the 
Court ; as if we were not ſummoned to 1 but to + abate and 
approve without examination. 

By ſuch Addreſſes, my Lords, all enquiries. may tha n pre- 


| cluded; for the miniſter by whom the Speech is compiled, may eaſily 


introduce the moſt criminal tranſactions in ſuch a manner, as that 
they may obtain the approbation of this Houſe 3 which he may plead 
afterwards at our bar, when he ſhall be called before it, and either in- 
volve us in the diſgrace of inconſiſtency, and expoſe us to general 
contempt, or be acquitted by our former ſuffrages, which it would 
be reproachful to retract, and yet criminal to confirm. 

It is not neceſſary, my Lords, on this occaſion to obſerve what 
all parties have long ſince acknowledged, when it did not promote 
their intereſt to deny it, that every Speech from the Throne is to be 
conſidered as the work of the miniſter, becauſe it is generally written 
by him; or if compoſed by the King himſelf, muſt be drawn up in 
purſuance of the information and counſel of the miniſtry, to whom it 
is therefore ultimately to be referred, and may conſequently be exa- 
mined without any failure of reſpec to the perſon of the Prince. 

This ought however to be obſerved, my Lords, that it may appear 
more plainly how certainly this practice may be imputed to the artifices 
of miniſters, ſince it does not promote the honour of the Prince, and 
manifeſtly obſtructs the intereſt of the people; ſince it is a practice 
irrational in itſelf, becauſe it is inconſiſtent with the great purpoſe of 


this Aſſembly, and can therefore ſerve no other purpoſe than that of 


procuring indemnity to the miniſters, by e them out 0 m_ : 
reach of future animadverſion. - g 

Let not, my Lords, the uninterrupted continuance of this 3 
for ſome reigns be pleaded in its defence, for nothing is more worthy 
of the dignity of this Houſe, than to prevent the multiplication of 
dangerous precedents. That a cuſtom manifeſtly injurious to the 
public has continued long, is the ſtrongeſt reaſon for breaking it, be- 
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cauſe it acquires every year: new authority and greater veneration : 


if when a nation is alarmed and diſtracted, a cuſtom. of twenty years 


is not to be infringed, it may in twenty years more be ſo firmly 


eſtabliſhed, that many may think it neceſſary to be ſupported, even 


when thoſe calamities are Oy oy which perhaps now are 
only feared. . 


I ſhall therefore, my Taal propoſe, that of the Addreſs moved 


for all be left out but the firſt paragraph ; it will then be more con- 


fiſtent with the honour of your Lordſhips, with our regard for the 


people, and with our duty to the Crown, and hope no Lord will re- 


fuſe his concurrence. 


Lord HazpDwicks roſe next, 2 ſpoke t to che following effect: — 
My Lords, upon an attentive conſideration of the Addreſs now pro- 
poſed, I am not able to diſcover any objections which can juſtly 
hinder the unanimous concurrence of this Aſſembly, fince there is not 
any propoſition contained in it either dangerous or uncertain. | 


The noble Lords who have oppoſed this motion with the moſt ar- 


dent vehemence, are very far from denying what is aſlerted in it ; 
they readily grant that- deſigns are concerted by. many formidable 
powers againſt the Houſe of Auſtria, and that the conſequences of 


the ruin of that family muſt extend to the utmoſt parts of Europe, 


and endanger the liberties of Britain itſelf ; that the power of France 
will then be without a rival, and that ſhe may afterwards gratify her 


ambition without fear and without danger. 


Nor is it, my Lords, leſs obvious in itſelf, or leſs WI SR al- 


lowed, that this is a time which demands the moſt active vigour, the 


moſt invariable unanimity, and the moſt diligent diſpatch ; that 
nothing can interrupt the courſe of our common enemies, but the 
wiſeſt counſels, and the moſt reſolute oppoſition ; and that upon our 


conduct at this great conjuncture may probably depend the uppiuels 
and liberty of ourſelves, our allies, and our poſterity... 


All this, my Lords, is allowed to be apparently and indiſputably 


true, I am therefore at a loſs to conceive what can be the occaſion of 
the debate in which ſome of your Lordſhips have engaged. As the 


cauſes of the calamities which are ſaid to threaten us are not aſſigned 
in the Addreſs, we ſhall leave ourſelves at full liberty to charge them 
upon thoſe who ſhall Appear: from one nam pod to ee 0 —_— 
an a/acculation, 45% 
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If the miniſters of the court have by any tnconflilicy } in their 


meaſures, or folly in their negotiations, given an opportunity to the 


enemies of Europe to extend their influence, or endangered either 
our own intereſt, or that of our allies ; if they have by oppreſſion 
or negligence alienated from his Majeſty the affections of his people» 
or the confidence of his confederates, nothing that is contained ig 
the Addreſs now before us can be produced by them in juſtification 


of their conduct, or ſecure chem from accuſation, cenſure, and 


puniſhment. | 
If the war, my Lords, has been hitherto care on with clandeſline 


ſtipulations, or treacherous compacts; if our admirals have received 
orders to retire from the coaſt of Spain, only to give our enemies an 


opportunity of invading the dominions of the Queen of Hungary, 
or have without directions deſerted their ſtations, and abandoned the 
protection of our commerce and our colonies ; we ſhall, notwith- 
ſanding this Addreſs, retain in our hands the privilege of enquiring 


into their conduct, and the power, if it be found e of ine. 


ing ſuch penalties as juſtice ſhall require. 

I know not therefore, my Lords, upon what motiyes the Prune is 
continued, nor what objections they are which hinder our unanimityy 
at a time when all petty controverſies ought. to be forgot, and all 
nominal diſtinctions laid aſide; at a time when general danger may 
juſtly claim general attention, and we ought to ſuſpend the aſſertion 


of our particular opinions, and the proſecution of our ſeparate inte- 
. reſts, and regard only the oppoſition of F rance, the ods of aur 


allies, and the preſervation of our country. 

The noble Lords who have offered their ſentiments on this OCCa- 
ſion, have very diffuſely expatiated on the miſeries that impend over 
us, and haye ſhewn uncommon dexterity and acuteneſs in tracing 


| them all to one ſource, the weaknes or eee of as Britiſh 
| miniſtry, 


For my part, 1 my Lords, 909005 . I lions that many cir- | 
cumſtances of the preſent diſtreſs are to be imputed to accidents 
which could not be foreſeen, and that the conduct of the miniſtry, 


however ſometimes diſappointed of the effects intended: by it, was 


yet prudent and ſincere, I ſhall at preſent forbear to engage in their. 
defence, becauſe the diſcuffion of a queſtion ſo complicated muſt neceſſa- 5 
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how. we were involved in our preſent . as by what means 


The method by which weak ſtates are made ſtrong, LY my which 
thoſe that are already powerful, are enabled to exert their ſtrength 
with efficacy is the promotion of union, and the abolition of all ſuſ- 
picions by which the people may be incited to a diſtruſt of their So- 
vereign, or the Sovereign provoked to a diſregard of his people. 
With this view, my Lords, all Addreſſes ought to be drawn up, and 
this conſideration will be ſufficient to reſtrain us from any innova- 
tions at a time like this. | | 

If it ſhould be granted, my Lords, that the ancient method were 
better adapted to the general intention of Addreſſes, more corre- 
ſpondent to the dignity of this Houſe, and liable to fewer inconve- 
niencies than that which later times have introduced, yet it will not 
N that we can now ſafely change it. 

Nothing in the whole doctrine of politics is better known, PRO 
that there are times when the redreſs of grievances inveterate and 
cuſtomary is not to be attempted ; times when the utmoſt care is 
barely ſufficient to avert extreme calamities, and prevent a total diſ- 
ſolution; and in which the conſideration of lighter evils muſt not 
be ſuffered to interrupt more important counſels, or divert that at- 
tention which the preſervation of the ſtate neceſſarily demands. 

Such, my Lords, is the preſent time, even by the confeſſion of thoſe 
who have oppoſed the motion, and of -whom therefore it may be 
reaſonably demanded,” Why they waſte theſe important hours in 
debates upon forms and words ? | 

For that only forms and words have produced the debate, muſt 
be apparent, even to themſelves, when the fervour of controverſy 
ſhall have ſlackened; when that vehemence, with which the moſt 
moderate are ſometimes tranſported, and that acrimony, which can- 


dour itſelf cannot always forbear, {hall give way to reflection and to 


reaſon. That the danger is preſſing, and that prefiing dangers re- 
quire expedition and unanimity, they willingly grant; 78 2 7 0 
more is aſſerted in the Addreſs ? PE . 
That any Lord ſhould be unwilling to concur in the eulen 
e ee of thankfulneſs and duty to his Majeſty, or in acknow- 
ledgments of that regard for this Aſſembly with which he aſks our 
aſſiſtance and advice, J am unwilling to ſuſpe&; nor can I imagine 


that any part of the he a this N can be produced by 


unwil⸗ 


/ 


£ 
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unwillingneſs to ——_ with his Majeſty's demands, and to — : 
that advice and affiftance, which it is our duty, both to our Sove- | 
reign, our country, and ourſelves, to offer. | PA 
That thoſe, my Lords, who have expreſſed in terms ſo fat of in- 
dignation their reſentment of the imaginary negle& of the Queen 
of Hungary's intereſt, have declared the Houſe of Auſtria the only 
bulwark of Europe, and expreſſed their dread af the eneroachments 
of France with emotions which nothing but real paſſion can produce, 
ſhould be unwilling to aſſert their reſolution of adhering to the 
| Pragmatic: Sanction, and of defending the liberties of the e 
cannot be ſuppoled. | 
And yet, my Lords, what other Nad of their Süd can hs | 
aſſigned either by the emperor, or the people, or the allies of Bri- 
tain; thoſe allies. whoſe claim they ſo warmly aſſert, and whoſe me- 
rits they fo loudly extol? Will it not be imagined in foreign courts, 
that the meaſures now recommended by the emperor, are thought 
not conſiſtent with the intereſt of the nation? Will it not be readily 
believed, that we propoſe to abandon thoſe deſigns of which we 
cannot be perſuaded to declare our approbation? 
What will be the conſequence of ſuch an opinion 1 propa- 
gated by France, and confirmed by appearances ſo likely to deceive, 
may eaſily be foreſeen, and ſafely predicted. The French will pro- 
ſecute their ſchemes with freſh ardour, when they dread no longer 
any interruption. from the only nation able to reſiſt them; and it is 
well known, my Lords, how 5 ee wt e e 
produces ſucceſs. 5 1 
Nor indeed can the 80 of 3 3 i aid 
quickened, be eaſily doubted, ſince the ſame appearances that en- 
courage them will intimidate their enemies. Our allies will then 
think no longer of union againſt the general enemy; they muſt 
imagine their united force inſufficient, and the only emulation 
amongſt them will quickly be, which ſhall firſt offer his liberty to 
fale, who ſhall firſt pay his court to the maſters of the: wack and 
merit mercy by a ſpeedy ſubmiſſioͤn. , 
Thus, my Lords, will the Houſe of: . SHS Houſe fo faith- 
ful to Britain, and ſo ſteady in its oppoſition” to the deſigns of the 
French ambition, be finally ſunk in irrecoverable ruin, by thoſe who 
appear to pleaſe themſelves with declamations in its praife, and reſo- 
lutions for its defence; and who Never ſpeak of the F rench without 
rage and de teſtation. 8 
E "YL | | N 
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If on this occaſion, my Lords, we ſhould give any ſuſpicion of 
vouſial diſcontent, what could be concluded but that we are un- 
willing any longer to embarraſs ourſelves with remote conſiderations, 


to load this nation with taxes for the preſervation of the rights of 


other Sovereigns, and to hazard armies in the defence of the conti- 
nent? What can our allies think, but that we are at preſent weary, 
of the burthenſome and expenſive honour of holding the balance of 
power. in our hands, are content to reſign. the unquiet province of 
the arbiters of Europe, and propoſe to confine our care hencefor- 
ward to our immediate intereſt, and ſhut up. ourſelves i in our own 
iſland ?. 5 

That this is the real liek of any of thoſe noble. 3 who * | 
oppoſed the motion, 1 do not intend; to inſinuate; for I doubt not 
but they believe the general intereſt both of this nation and its' allies; 
moſt likely to be promoted by the method of Addreſs which they 
recommend, fince they declare that they do not think our ſtate deſ= 
petate; and confeſs the importance of the affairs on which we are 
required by his Majeſty to deliberate, to be ſuch, that RY ought 
to repreſs our endeavours but impoſlibility of ſucceſs. | 

Such is the knowledge and experience of thoſe nolſle Log, that 
the hopes which I bad formed of ſeeing the deſtructive attempts of 


| the. French once more defeated, and power reſtored again to that 
equipoiſe which is neceſſary to the continuance of tranquillity and 


bappineſs, have received new ſtrength from their concurrence, and 

] ſhall now bear with leſs ſolicitude the threats of France. | 
That the French, my Lords, are not invincible, the noble Duke | 

who ſpoke. laſt has often experienced; nor is there any reaſon for 


- imagining that they are now more formidable than when we en- 


countered them in the fields of Blenheim and Ramillies. Nothing 


s requiſite but a firm union among thoſe princes who are immedi- | 
ately in danger froin their encroachments, to reduce them to with- 


draw their forces from the countries of their neighbours, and quit, 


| for the defence of their own territories, ici (FROG: of nN 


empires, and dividing dominions. | 
That ſuch an union is now cuivited, v we 1 vol informed by 


his Majeſty, whoſe endeavours will probably be ſucceſsful, however 


they may at firſt be thwarted and obſtructed; becauſe the near ap- 


| proach of danger will rouſe thoſe whom avarice has Rupified, or 
| negligence intoxicated ; thus truth and reaſon will become every day 
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more powerful, and (ophiliey and artifice be in time e certainly de- 
tected. 

When FRY TRY my Las we are W in ee 
which may affect the liberties of a great part of mankind, and by 
which our poſterity to many ages may be made happy or | miſerable; 
when the daily progreſs of the enemies of juſtice and of freedom 
ought to awaken us to vigilance and expedition, and there are yet 
juſt hopes that diligence and firmneſs may preſerve us from ruin, 
let us not waſte our time in unneceſſary debates, and keep the na- 
tions of Europe in ſuſpence by the diſcuſſion of a queſtion, the deci- 
ſion of which may be delayed for years, without any manifeſt in- 
convenience. Let us not embarraſs his Majeſty by an unuſual form 
of Addreſs, at a time when he 1s eee Waere and WY | 
plans for the reſcue of the empire. 

Nothing, my Lords, is more remote Fac his goal oo of: Ad- 
dreſſes, than a repreſentation of them as made only to the miniſter; for 
if there be any commerce between a prince and his ſubjects, Ma 
which he is the immediate agent, if his perſonal dignity be inte- 
reſted in any act of government, I think it is not to be denied, that in 
receiving the Addreſſes of the two Houſes, he aſſumes a peculiar and 
diſtinct character, wah cannot be confounded with his cm or 
miniftry, | 

The Duke 4 1 roſe again, and hikes to this effects 


— My Lords, if there was now any conteſt amongſt us for 


ſuperiority of regard to his Majeſty, of zeal for his honour, or re- 
verence of his perſon, I ſhould not doubt of proving that no Lord in 
this Houſe can boaſt of more ardour, fidelity, or reſpect than my- 
ſelf; and if the chief queſtion now amongſt us related to the terms 
in which he deſerves to be addreſſed by us, I ſhould be unwilling 
that any man ſhould propoſe language more ſubmiſlive an reper 
rend, or more forcible and comprehenſive than myſelf. 7815 
But Addreſſes, however they may for preſent A be repre- 7 
ſented as regarding the perſonal character of the King, are in reality 
nothing more than replies to a ſpeech compoſed by the miniſter, 
whoſe meaſures, if we ſhould appear to 'commend, our panegyric 


| may, in ſome future proceeding, be cited againſt us. Every Addreſs 


therefore ought to be conſidered as a public record, and to * drawn. 
| ee ments VV „„ 
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The Addreſs now propoſed, is indeed equally indefenſible to whom- 
ſoever it may be ſuppoſed to relate. If it reſpects the people, it can 
only drive them to deſpair; if it be confined to the Sovereign, our 
advice, not our panegyric, is now required, and Europe is to be 
preſerved from ruin, not by our eloquence, but our ſincerity. Re- 
ſpect to his Majeſty, my Lords, will be beſt ſhe wn by preſerving his 
influence in other nations, and his authority in his own empire. 
This can only be done by ſhewing him how the one has been im- 
Paired, and how the other may be in time endangered, e 
By Addreſſes like this which is now propoſed, my Lords, has his 
Majeſty been betrayed into an inadvertent approbation of meaſures 
pernicious to the nation, and diſhonourable to himſelf, and will now 
be kept ignorant of the deſpicable conduct of the war, the treacherous 
connivance at the deſcent of the Spaniards upon the dominions of 
the Queen of Hungary, and the contempt with which every nation 
of the continent has heard of the neutrality lately concluded. By 
Addreſſes like this, my Lords, have the rights of the nation been 
ſilently given up, and the invaders of liberty, and violators of our 
laws preſerved from proſecution; by ſich Addreſſes have our Mo- 
narchs been ee at one _ _ our 6065-4 IEEE. at 
another. FE | Ho 
Lord Hankixc ron e race, } in the following manner: My 
Lords, it is neceſſary to explain that treaty of neutrality which has 
been mentioned by ſome Lords as an act to the laſt. degree ſhame- 
ful, an act by which the nation has been diſhonoured, and the gene- 
ral liberties of Europe have been betrayed ; a repreſentation ſo diſ- 
tant from the truth, that it can _ be age to want of pri 
: mation. % UF TP 4 5s 
This treaty of uir alley, my W is ſo far PRI ION reproach- 
701 to this nation, that it has no relation to it, being made by his 
Majeſty not in the character of Emperor of Britain, but Elector of 
Hanover; nor is any thing ſtipulated by it but ſecurity of the domi- 
Pn of Haneyer, from the invaſion of the French for a ſingle year. 
What part of this tranſaction, my Lords, can be ſuppoſed to fall 
unde the oogniganee of this Aſſembly? Or with what propriety can 
it be mentioned in our debates, or produce an argument on either 
fide? That the dominions of Britain and Hanover are diſtinct and 
independent on each other, has often been aſſerted, and aſſerted with 


truth; and 1 * thols who &þ ſtudiouſiy ſeparate their intereſt on 
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all other occaſions, will not now unite them wo to reflect mali- 
ciouſty on the conduct of his Majeſty, | 

I do not indeed charge any Lord with a deſign ſo Ro eco 121 4 
. unjuſt; having already aſſerted it as my opinion, that theſe reproaches 
were produced only by ignorance of the true ſtate of the affair, but 
cannot with equal nen allow that OLED: to be wholly 
- blameleſs, ; 21 ö 
It is neceſſary, my 1a in common life, to every man who 


would avoid contempt and ridicule, to refrain from ſpeaking, at leaſt 
from ſpeaking with confidence, on ſubjects with which he has. not 


made himſelf ſufficiently acquainted. This caution, my Lords, is 


more neceſſary when his diſcourſe tends to the accuſation or reproach 
of another, becauſe he can then' only eſcape contempt himſelf by 
bringing it, perhaps unjuſtly, on him whom he condemns. It is 
more neceſſary, ſtill to him who ſpeaks in the public council of the 
nation, and who may by falſe reflections injure the public intereſt, 
and is yet more indiſpenſably required in him who ING the e 
vince of examining the conduct of his Sovereign. | 
Lord Is L Ax ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows : My Lords, it appears | 
that all thoſe who have ſpoke on either fide of the preſent queſtion, 
however they may generally differ in their opinions, agree at leaſt in 
one aſſertion, that the time which is ſpent in this debate might be 
far more uſually employed, and that we in ſome degree deſert the 
great cauſe of liberty, by giving way to trifling altercations. 
This indeed is an argument of equal force for a conceſſion on 
either fide ; but as in affairs of ſuch importance, no' man ought to 
nàct in a manner contrary to the convictions of his own reaſon, it 
cannot be expected that we ſnould be unanimous in our opinion, or 
that the diſpute ſhould be determined otherwiſe than by the vote. 
| T have indeed heard no arguments againſt the motion, which re- 
quire long conſideration; for little of what has been urged, has in 
my opinion been very nearly connected with the queſtion before us, 
which is not whether the miniſters have purſued or neglected the in- 
tereſt of the nation, whether the laws have been violated or ob- 
ſerved, the war timorouſly or magnanimouſly conducted, or our ne- 
gotiations managed with dexterity or weakneſs, but whether we 
_ offer to his Majeſty the Addreſs propoſed. 5 
I.n chis Addreſs, my Lords, it has never yet beei paved that any 
lis are contained either falſe, or uncertain in themſelves, or 


contrary 
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contrary to the dignity of this Aſſembly, that any act of cowardice 
or treachery, any crime, or any error will be ſecured by it from ont 
| tetion and from puniſhment. 

ITbat this, my Lords, may appear more 8 I move that the 
motion may be read; nor do I doubt but that the queſtion will, by 
a cloſer examination, be ſpeedily decided. | 

[The motion being again read, in order to put the quellion;}+ 

Lord BaThvursT ſpoke to the effect following : My Lands, 1 I 
know not why the noble Lord ſhould expect, that by reading the mo- 
tion, a more ſpeedy determination of the queſtion would be produced; 
for if the repeated conſideration of it operates upon the minds of the 
Lords that have oppoſed it, in the ſame manner as upon mine, it 
will only confirm their opinion, and ſtrengthen their reſolution. 

We are required, my Lords, to join in an Addreſs of thanks to 

'%\ his Majeſty for his endeavours to maintain the balance of power; in 
an Addreſs, that implies a falſhood open and indiſputable, and which | 
will therefore only make us men to our eee our 
allies, and our enemies. 

What is meant, my Lords, by hs Pater of power, but hich « a 
diſtribution of dominion, as may keep the ſovereign powers in mu- 
tual dread of each other, and by conſequence preſerve peace; ſuch 
an equality of ſtrength between one prince, or one confederacy and 
another, that the hazard of war ſhall be nearly equal on each ſide? 
But which of your Lordſhips will ems that this is now the mw, 
. of Europe? : 

It is evident, my Loni that the F oth! are far from i imagining 
that there is now any power which can be put in the balance againſt 
their own, and therefore diſtribute kingdoms by ne and exalt 
Emperors upon their own tem. 

It is evident, that the continuance of the 0 of Wa is not 
now to be perceived by its natural conſequences, tranquillity and 
liberty; the whole continent is now in confuſion, laid waſte by the 

| ravages of armies, ſubject to one ſovereign to-day, and to-morrow 

da another: there is ſcarcely any place where the calamities of war 

are not felt: or expected, and where property by conſequence i is not 
Ancertain, and life itſelf in continual danger. 

One happy corner of the world indeed is to be found, my Lad 3 
ſecured from rapine and maſſacre, for one year at leaſt, by a well- 
is wee of which, on what terms it was obtained, I would 

gladly 
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gladly hear, and whether it was purchaſed at the expence of the 
honour of Britain, though: the Maes of it are conſined to 


Hanover. 8 | 

But as I am not af; opinion, my Lane, that the FRE ASL of er 
is preſerved by the ſecurity of Hanover; or that thoſe territories, 
however important, will be able to furniſh [forces equivalent to the 
power of France, I cannot agree to promiſe in an Addreſs of this 


Hloufe to aſſiſt His Majeſty in maintaining the balance of power, 


though I ſhall chearfully give my i e in W = and 
vigorous effort to- "reflore i ate. anmitodf7 

Baut as it may be urged, that any dire eee us diſcontent 
may be too wide a deviation from the common forms, which for a 
long time have admitted nothing but ſubmiffion and adulation, I ſhall 
only venture to propoſe, that we may at leaſt contract our Addreſs, 
that if we do not in plain language declare all our ſentiments, we 
may however affirm nothing that we do not think; and I am confi» | 
dent, that all the praiſes which can be juſtly beſtowed on the late 
meaſures, may be comprized in a very few words. 

It has been infinuated, that this change of our file 1 may add 
ſurprize His Majeſty, and raiſe in him ſome ſuſpicions of diſcontent 
and diſapprobation; that it may incline him to believe his meaſures, 
either not underſtood by us, or not applauded, and divert him from 
his preſent ſchemes by the 8 . of an OY _ e of 
our Ui: 55; 54 * 2 . 

And for what other cid, my Lande, mould duch 3 of 
our ſtile be propoſed ? Why ſhould we' deny on this occaſion the 
encomiaſtic language which has been of late ſo profuſely beſtowed, 
but to ſhew that we think this time too dangeraus for flattery, and 
the meaſures now purſued ſuch as none but the moſt OY Hatterors | 
can commend ?'- 

I ſhould hope, that if it ® aſked by His Majeſty. to att EX 
it is to be imputed, that the Addreſs of this Houſe is ſo much con- 
trated, there would be found ſome amongſt us honeſt enough to 
anſwer, that all which can be ſaid with truth is contained in it, and 
that fattery and falſhood were not conſiſtent put the disney of the 
Lords of Britain. 

I hope, my Lords, n one a. us RC ang to „ His 
Majeſty the decency as well as the integrity of our conduct, and in- 
W we have As our nen in 00: moſt reſpectful 
| manner; 


j 
| 
| 
f 
{ 
|. 
N 
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manner; and where there was ſufficient room for the loudeſt cenſure, 
have ſatisfied ourſelves with modeſt . with a mere e of 
applauſe. | | 


Should we, my Benda in oppoſition to the complaints of our 


countrymen, to the repreſentations of our allies, and all the convic- 


tion which our reaſon can admit, or our ſenſes produce, continue to 
act this farce of approbation, what can His Majeſty conceive, but 


that thoſe meaſures which we applaud, ought to be proſecuted as the 


moſt effectual and fafe ? And what conſequence: but total ruin can 


ariſe from the proſecution of meaſures by which we are already re- 


duced to penury and contempt? | 

Lord CHOLMONDELEY ſpoke next to the: following 3 
My Lords, It is never without grief and wonder that I hear any 
ſuſpicion inſinuated of injuſtice or impropriety in His Majeſty's mea- 
fures, of whoſe wiſdom and goodneſs I have ſo much knowledge, as 
to afirm with the utmoſt confidence, that he is better acquainted 


than any Lord in this Aſſembly with the preſent ſtate of Europe; ſo 
that he is more able to judge by what methods tranquillity may be 
re-eſtabliſhed; and that he purſues the beſt methods with the utmoſt 


purity of intention, and the moſt inceſſant diligence and application. 


That the juſteſt intentions may be ſometimes defeated, and the 


wiſeſt endeavours fail of ſucceſs, I ſhall readily grant; but it will not 
follow, that we ought not to acknowledge that wiſdom and integrity 


which is exerted in the proſecution of our intereſt, or that we ought 


not to be grateful for the benefits which were e intended, 


though not actually received. 5 
The wiſdom of His Majeſty's counſels, my "PPAR is not ſalici- 
oily admired, becauſe the difficulties which he.has to encounter are 


not known, or not obſerved. Upon His Majeſty, my Lords, lies 
the taſk of teaching the powers of the continent to prefer their real 


to their ſeeming intereſt, and to diſregard for the ſake of diſtant hap- 


pineſs, immediate acquiſitions and certain advantages. His Majeſty 


is endeavouring to unite in the ſupport of the Pragmatic Sanction 


thoſe powers whoſe dominions will be enlarged by the violation of it, 
and whom F rance bribes to her intereſt with the ſpoils of Auſtria; 


and who can wonder that ſucceſs is not eaſy in attempts like this ? 


In ſuch meaſures we ought: doubtleſs to endeavour to animate his 
| Majeſty, by an Addreſs at leaſt not leſs expreſſive of duty and reſpect 
than thoſe which he has been accuſtomed to receive: ; and therefore 

19 ſhall 
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I ſhall concur” with the noble Lords who made and ſupported the 


motion. 
[The Queſtions, on'a A paſſed in the affematne as | 
tent 88. Not Content 43. FTP en a 


HOUSE or COMMONS. 
| December 8, 16. 


DEBATE oN THE ADDRESS- 


The 8 who attended in ; the Houſe of Lords, 5 heard his 
| Majeſty's Speech to both Houſes, returned to their own Houſe, where 

à copy of it being this day read to them by the Speater, Mr. H. A. 
HERBERT moved for an Kune in words to this effeft : 


Sin, To addreſs the throne on the preſent A ig is a cuſtom. 
which, as it is founded on reaſon and decency, has always been ob- 
ſerved by the Commons of Britain; nor do I ſuſpect this Houſe of 
any intention to omit thoſe forms of reſpect to his Majeſty, which 
our anceſtors always preſerved even under princes whoſe conduct and 
deſigns gave them no claim to reverence or gratitude. © | | 

To continue therefore, Sir, a practice which the nature of o govern- 
ment itſelf makes neceſſary, and which cannot but be acknowledged 
to be in a peculiar degree, proper under a prince whoſe perſonal vir- 
tues are ſo generally known, I hope for the indulgence of this Houſe 
in the liberty which I ſhall take of propoſing an Addreſs to 5, 
effect: 

That we ſhould beg leave to congratulate bis Maielty, upon ts 
fafe and happy return to theſe his kingdoms, and to return our ſincere 
thanks for his moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne ; and aſſure him 
at the'ſame time, that with hearts full of duty and gratitude, we 
cannot but acknowledge his Majeſty” S regard and attention to the 
honour and intereſt of this nation. 5 

To obſerve that the great and impendi ing dangers that threaten 
Europe, under the preſent critical and perplexed ſituation of affairs, 
| have 


5 i f 7 


narchs neyer hear from the llaves by. whom they are ſurrouned. 
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have ha a by his Majeſty to his Parliament, for their ad- 


vice and affiftance, with ſuch paternal concern, and ſuch affeQion ta 
his people, ſuch confidence in his faithful Commons, and ſuch anxiety 


for the general good of Europe, as cannot fail to excite in us a due 
ſenſe of his Majeſty's goodneſs and condeſcenſion ; and therefore to 
aſſure his Majeſty, in the ſtrongeſt manner, that this Houſe will, as 
often as theſe momentous affairs ſhall come under our conſideration, 
give his Majeſty ſuch advice, as becomes dutiful and faithful ſubjects, 


and ſuch affiſtance and ſupport, as ſhall. be moſt conducive to the 
_ honour and true intereſt of his crown and kingdoms. | 


That we thank his Majeſty for his royal care in proſecuting the 
war with Spain; and that in order to anſwer theſe neceſſary purpoſes, 


we will grant ſuch effectual ſupplies, as ſhall enable his Majeſty, not 
only to be in a readineſs to fupport his friends and allies, at ſuch times 


and in ſuch manner as the exigency and circumſtances of affairs ſhall 
require, but to oppoſe and defeat any attempts that ſhall 'be made 
againft his Majeſty, his crown and kingdoms, or againft thoſe, who 
being equally engaged with his Majeſty by the faith of treaties, or 


united by common intereft and common danger, ſhall be willing to 


concert ſuch meaſures, as ſhall be found neceſlary and NPE for 
maintaining the balance of Europe. 
This Addreſs, which in my opinion will contain both a proper 


| anſwer to his Majeſty's Speech, and a decent declaration of our grati- 


tude and duty, will not I hope be oppoſed. For ſurely it cannot be 
charged with aſſerting any thing that is either falſe or mean, with 


| beſtowing any unneceſſary panegyric, or with . any fact 
hat is not generally allowed. 


Mr. Txevor ſeconded him in the manner r following. Sir, As 


the neceſſity of an Addreſs to his Majeſty, cannot be diſputed, the 


only queſtion on this occaſion muſt be, Whether the Addreſs now 


propoſed be ſuch as it may become this Houſe to offer in the rent 


conjuncture of affairs. 
In an Addreſs, Sir, it is neceſſary FN preſerve at c once the reſpe& 
due to our Sovereign, and the dignity which may juſtly be aſſumed 


=) by the repreſentatives of the people of Britain, a people whoſe birth- 
right gives them a claim to approach their Sovereign, not indeed 


without the utmoſt reſpect, but with language, which abſolute mo- 


This 
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This reſpect and dignity appear to me to be very reonils united in | 
| hh Addreſs now. propoſed, in which we join with our profeſſions of 
duty, our offers of advice, and affert our claim to the direction of 
the national expences by our promiſe to grant the neceſſary ſupplies. 

As there cannot therefore in my opinion, Sir, be any thing added 
to the Addreſs now offered, and there appears to me no neceſſity af 
any alteration or omiſſion, I ſecond the motion. 

Lord NoEL SOMERSET ſpoke next to this effect :—Sir, Though 
| I am far from intending to repreſs by ſophiſtical cavils; or trifling 
objeRions, the zeal which the honourable Gentleman who propoſed 
the Addreſs has ſhewn for promoting the public buſineſs, yet, as it 
is very inconſiſtent with the duty of a ſenator to prefer civility to 
truth, and to ſacrifice to ceremony or complaiſance the intereſt of 

his country, I think it neceſſary to declare my opinion, that though +- 
the Addreſs propoſed may admit of many amendments, which I leave 
to other gentlemen to make, I think the addition of one clauſe abſo- 
lutely neceſſary; that his Majeſty may be deſired not to engage this 
nation in a war for the preſervation of his foreign dominions; do- 
minions which, as they are in themſelves independent on the crown 
of Britain, and governed by different laws, and by a different right, 
have been ſeparated by an expreſs clauſe from theſe kingdoms, in the 
act to which his Majeſty owes his title to the throne. 

This requeſt, Sir, is at this time particularly expedient, wigs the 
continent is in confuſion, and the territories of Hanover are en- 
dangered by the approach of the French forces. Beſides, as nothing 
is more fatal than groundleſs expectations of aſſiſtance, it may con- 
tribute to the ſafety of that people, to ſhew them that they are to de- 
pend upon their own ſtrength, to call their forces together, to fortify 
their towns, and guard their avenues; and that, if they ſit indolent 
and careleſs, in confidence that the power of Britain will be employed 
in their defence, they will only give their enemies an eaſy conqueſt, 
and enſlave themſelves and their poſterity to a foreign power: I more 
therefore, That his Majeſty be petitioned in our Addreſs, not to 
engage theſe kingdoms 1 in a war for the uſeing of by forge 
dominions. | 
Mr. Sm roſe aud 5 thus. . 1 know not with . 55 | 

ſucces I may aflert, in this ſenate, poſitions, for which I have for- 

merly been cenſured, and which few other members have hitherts 
maintained; but I riſe with confidence * I ſhall be at leaſt ac - 
| 8 | . N 
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knowiedped to act conſiſtently with myſelf in ſeconding the noble 


perſon who ſpoke laſt ; and I am convinced, that many of thoſe who 


differ from me in opinion, would gladly be able to boaſt of re- 


NE me in congruity of principles, and ſteadineſs of conduct. 
But ſteadineſs, Sir, is the effect only of integrity, and otic” | 
the conſequence of conviction : he that ſpeaks always what he thinks, 


| and endeavours by diligent enquiry to think aright before he ventures 


to declare his ſentiments ; he that follows, in his ſearches, no leader 


| but reaſon, nor expects any reward from them but the advantage of 
diſcovering truth, and the pleaſure of communicating it, will not 


eaſily. change his opinion, becauſe it will ſeldom. be eaſy to ſhew 


that he who has honeſtly enquired after truth, has failed to attain it. 


For my part, I am not aſhamed nor afraid to affirm, that thirty 
years have made no change in any of my political opinions; Jam 
now grown old in this Houſe, but that experience which is the con- 


ſequence of age, has only confirmed the principles with which I en- 


tered it many years ago; time has verified the predictions which 


1 formerly uttered, and I have ſeen my eee FRO into 


See m0 , ; of : : 
I ſhould be evefore without excuſe if either terror —_ affri ght, 


us the hope of advantage allure me from the declaration of my opi- 


nions ; opinions which I was not deterred from aſſerting, when the 
wrofpett of a longer life than T can now expect might have added to 
the temptations of ambition, or aggravated the terrors of poverty 
and difgrace | opinions for which I would willingly have ſuffered 
the ſevereſt cenſures, even when I had eſpouſed them only i in com- 
pliance with reafon, without the infallible certainty of experience. 

Of truth it has been always obſerved, Sir, that every day adds to 


| its eſtabliſhment, and that falſhoods, however ſpecious, however 
ſupported by power, or eſtabliſhed by confederacies, are unable to 


ſtand before the ſtroke of time. Againſt the . inconveniencies and 
vexations of Jong life, may be ſet the pleaſure of diſcovering truth, 
perhaps the only pleaſure that age affords. Nor is it a ſlight. ſatis- 
faction to a man not utterly infatuated or depraved, to find opportu- 


| nities of Fg his Ronan, and e his conduct 8 new 
lights. 


But much greater is as Wine o. thei man to cons: every 8 5 
brings a new proof of the' reaſonableneſs of his former-determina+ 


tions, and who finds, by the moſt unerring teſt, that his life has 


been 
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been ſpent in eh of doctrines beneficial to mankind. This, 
Sir, is the happineſs which I now enjoy, and for which thoſe who 
never ſhall attain it, muſt look for an equivalent in lucrative em- 

ployments, honorary titles; pompous equipages, and ſplendid palaces, 

Theſe, Sir, are the advantages which are to be gained by a ſea- 
ſonable variation of principles, and by a ready compliance with the 
prevailing faſhion of opinions; advantages which I indeed cannot 

- envy when they are purchaſed. at ſo high a price, but of which age 

and obſervation has too frequently ſhewn me the unbounded influence; 

and to which I cannot deny that I have always aſcribed the inſtability 
of conduct, and inconſiſtency of aſſertions, which I have diſcovered 
in many men, whoſe abilities I have no reaſon to depreciate, and 
of whom I cannot but believe they would eaſily diſtinguiſh truth, 

were not falſhood recommended to them by the ornaments of | 
wealth. ET EE, 

If there are in this new ſenate any n men devoted to theis private in- 
tereſt, any who prefer the gratification of their paſſions to the ſafety. 

and happineſs. of their country, who can riot without remorſe in the 
plunder. of their conſtituents, who can forget the anguiſh of guilt in 

the noiſe of a feaſt, the pomp of a drawing-room, or the arms of a 

trumpet, and think expenſive: wickedneſs and the gaieties of folly . 

equivalent to the fair fame of fidelity and the peace of virtue, to them 

I ſhall ſpeak to no purpoſe ; ; for I am far from imagining any power. 

in my language to gain thoſe to truth who have reſigned their hearts 

to avarice or ambition, or to prevail upon men to change opinions: 
which they have indeed never believed, though they are hired to aſſert 
them. There is a degree of wickedneſs which reproof or argument 
cannot reclaim, as there is a. degree of N wan inſtruction 


15 cannot enlighten. 3 


If my country, Sir, has been ſo anfortimaty as once more to com- 
mit her intereſt to thoſe who propoſe to themſelves no advantage 
from their truſt, but that of ſelling it, I may perhaps fall once more. 
; under cenſure for declaring my opinion, and be once more treated as 
a criminal for aſſerting what they who puniſh me cannot deny; for 
maintaining the inconſiſtency of Hanover maxims with the happineſs: 
of this nation, and for preſerving the caution which was ſo ſtrongly. 
inculcated by the patriots that drew up the Act of Settlement, and 
gave the preſent Imperial F amily their title to "=o Throne. 

Vor. 12 e e 8 I 
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Theſe men, Sir, whoſe wiſdom cannot be diſputed, and whoſe 
zeal for his Majeſty's family was equal to their knowledge, thought 
it requiſite to provide ſome ſecurity againſt the prejudices of birth 
and education. They were far from imagining, that they were | 
calling to the Throne a race of beings exalted above the frailties of 
humanity, or exempted by me 2 25 privileges from error or from 
ee 
They knew that every man was habitually, if not Ae % fond | 
of his own nation, and that he was inclined to enrich it and defend it ; 
at the expence of another, even, perhaps, of that to which he is in- F 
debted for much higher degrees of greatneſs, wealth and power; for 
every thing which makes one ſtate of life preferable to another ; and 
which therefore, if reaſon could prevail over prejudice, and every. 
action were regulated by ſtriẽt juſtice, might claim more regard than 
that corner of the earth in which he only happened to be born. 
They knew, Sir, that confidence was not always returned, that 
we moſt willingly truſt thoſe whom we have longeſt known, and 
careſs thoſe with moſt fondneſs, whoſe inclinations we find by ex- 
perience to correſpond with our own, without regard to particular 
eircumſtances which may entitle others to greater regard, or of 
| degrees of credit, or of kindneſs, 

Againſt theſe prejudices which their ſagacity enabled 79M to fore- 
ſee, their Integrity incited them to ſecure us, by proviſions which 


every man then thought equitable and wiſe, becauſe no man Was then 


| hired to eſpouſe a contrary opinion, ' | 
To obviate the diſpoſition which a foreign race of princes might 
have to truſt their original ſubjects, it was enacted that none of them 
ſhould be capable of any place of truſt or profit i in theſe kingdoms. 
And to hinder our Monarchs from transferring the revenues of 
Britain to Hanover, and enriching it with the commerce of our 
traders, and the labours of our huſbandmen; from raiſing taxes to 
augment the ſplendour of a petty court, and increaſing the garriſons 
of their mountains by miſapplying that money which this nation 
| ould raiſe for its own defence, it was provided that the Emperor of 
Britain ſhould never return to his native. dominions, but reſide always 
in this kingdom, without any other care than that of gaining the | 
affections of his Britiſh 1 N their ri 1 5 ad ncroſing 5 
their rok 1 
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It was imagined by that Sdoats that the Electorate of Hinover, a 


| ſubordinate dignity held by cuſtom of homage to a greater power, 


ought to be thought below the regard of the Emperor of Britain, and 


that the Sovereign of a nation like this ought to remember a lower 
ſtate enly to heighten his gratitude to the people by whom he was 
_ exalted. They were far from imagining that Britain and Hanover 

would in time be [conſidered as of equal importance, and that their 
Sovereign would divide his years between one country and the other, 


and pleaſe himſelf with exhibiting in Hanover the annual ſhow DEANS. 


, pomp and dignity of a Britiſh Emperor. rt 0 


- This clauſe, Sir, however, a later ſenate readily repealed; upon 


: what motives I am not able to declare, baving never heard the argu- 


ments which prevailed, upon their predeceſſors to enact it, confuted or 


invalidated ; nor have I found that the event has produced any juſtifi- 


> ” 


fication of their conduct, or that the nation has received * remark- 


able advantage from the travels of our Emperors. 1 85 


There is another clauſe in that important act which yet the Senate 
ba not adyentured to repeal, by which it is provided, that this nation 


ſhall not be engaged in war for the defence of the Hanoverian domi- 


nions; dominions of which we can have no intereſt in the protection 


or preſervation; dominions perhaps of no great value into whateyer 
hands chance and negligence may throw them, which their ſituation 


has made entirely uſeleſs to a naval power; but which, though they 
cannot benefit, may injure us, by diverting the attention of our er 


vereign, or withholding his affections. 
Whether this clauſe, Sir, has not ſometimes 3 . beer 


the ſix thouſand Heſſians which we once ſupported were of uſe to auß 


of the Britiſh dominions, and whether a double number of the fame 


vation, now paid with our money for the defence of the Queen: of 


Hungary, have not been ſtationed only where they might defend 
Hanover, without the leaſt advantage to our confederates, whether 
the nation has not been condemned to double expences in the ſupport. 


of this alliance, by raiſing for the Queen's ſervice troops which were 
only employed i in the protection of Hanover, and then in ſuccouring 
her with pecuniary ſupplies, it is perhaps at mee N 
5 though I hope not yet too late, to enquire. 


It is at preſent unneceſſary, becauſe the clauſe which i is wind 


cannot be denied to be equally proper, whether the AR of NOR. 
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has been Miert obſerved or violated for the viclation fit ought to 


engage us in ſome meaſures that may ſecure us for the future from the 


like injury; and the obſervation of it is a manifeſt proof how much 
it is approved by all parties, ſince in ſo many deviations from this 
ſettlement, and an inconſtancy of conduct of which an example i is 

ſcarcely to be found, this law has been eſteemed ſacred, the bulwark - 

of our rights, and the Mon which the, as pou N 
dated to overlea p. 

As his Majeſty, Sir, has in a very ſolemn manner called upon us 
for our advice and aſſiſtance, what can be more proper than to lay 
before him our opinion'on this important queſtion ?. War is next to 

+ ſlavery one of the greateſt calamities, and an unneceſſary war therefore | 
tte greateſt error of government, an error which cannot be too 
cautiouſly obviated, or too ſpeedily reformed. | | 
If we conſider, Sir, the preſent ſtate of the continent, there: is 
nothing more probable than that the ſubjects of the Elector of Hano- 
ver may ſolicit the aſſiſtance of the Emperor of Britain, and therefore : 
It is neceſſary. to inform them, that their ſolicitations will be vain. 
If we enquire into the ſuſpicions of our fellow-ſubjedts, we ſhall find . 
them generally diſturbed with fears that they ſhall be ſacrificed, to the 
ſecurity of foreign dominions, and therefore it is neceſſary to recall ; 
their affection to his Majeſty where it is impaired, and confirm their 
confidence where it has been hitherto preſerved, by ſhewing i in the 
moſt public manner, how vainly they have been 8 ne: Mo | 
. Sen they have been miſtaken.” o/ 
It is certainly our duty, Sir, to give ſuch 1 as may moſt trul wy 
n his Majeſty of the ſentiments of his people, and moſt effectu- 
ally eſtabliſh. in the people an adherence to his Majeſty; as it is cer- 
tain that no advice will be ſeconded by greater numbers than that 
which is propoſed, nor can his Majeſty by any act of goodneſs ſo 
much endear his government, as by a ready promiſe to this nation 
of an exemption from any war in defence of Hanover. | 
I hope, Sir, it will not be objected, that by ſuch requeſt uche 
will be inſinuated of deſigns detrimental to the Britiſh nation, and 
repugnaim to the conditions on which his Majeſty aſcended the 

Ihrone, becauſe an objection of equal force may tiſe - ak ad- 

vice whatever that hall be offered by the Senate. 

lt may be always urged, Sir, that to recommend any ieee is 
ate d that My would not t have been e to his e by - 

1 9 | his 


1 p 6 E * p 5 ij * 


. 0 | THE 1 D D 5 DE 
his own wiſdom, -and by conſequence hat he is daledtive either in 
Knowledge or in goodneſs, that he . mites or; noglets 058 in- 
\ ak of his people. | | 25 
Thus, Sir, may the moſt laudable 8 at a ele kei 
tion, and the moſt awful regard be accuſed of diſteſpect, by forced 
" conſequences, and exaggerated language; thus may Senates become 
uſeleſs, leſt they ſhould appear to be wiſer than their Sovereign, and 
the Sovereign be condemned to act only by the information of ſeryile 
miniſters, becauſe no public advice can ſafely be given, hin. 
That kings muſt act upon the information of others, that they can 
ee e their own eyes through: the miſts which flattery is con- 
| tinually employed in raiſing before them, and that they are therefgre 
moſt happy who have, by the conſtitution of the country which they 
govern, an opportunity of knowing the opinions of their people with= 
out diſguiſe, has yet never been denied by any who do not ſeparate 
the intereſt of the King from that of the people, and leave 
no political diſtinction but that of tyrants and flaves. 13 
This, Sir, is the happineſs of the Emperor of Britain Wee alder 
| an advantage by which he may be always enabled to con- 
template the happy and flouriſhing ſtate of his ſubjects, and, to receive 
the bleſſings and acclamations 055 nillions chat owe. to his gare e cheit 
wealth and their ſecurity. . ml, 14 ne yay 
5 Of this advantage he 3 Ae but 5 the N oy 
the treachery of thoſe men who are delegated by the people, as the 
guardians of their liberties; and ſurely it requires no uncommon 
penetration to diſcover, that no act of treaſon can be equal in malig- 
nity to that perfidy which deprives the King of the affections of his 
ſubjects, by concealing from him their ſentiments and petitions. He 
| that makes his Monarch hated, muſt undoubtedly make him unhappy; 
and he uns Geſtroshis e n more ee take any 
- bis Hife. 
| To exempt myſelf therefore Gow ſuch wile, to W the ws 
: = ends on me by my country, and to perform the duty, which I * 
to my King, I ſtand | up to ſecond this motion. 
Mr. Gybbon ſpoke next to the following purpoſe ad as. Sit i * 8 
| not eaſy to remember all the parts of an Addreſs by only once hearing 
it, and hearing it in a form different from that in which it. is to be 
preſented, I think it neceſſary to-a more accurate conſideration of it, 


Thad" it- ** be read diſtinly to the Houſe. We may otkerwiſe | 
1 „„ you. 55 
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waſte our time in 2 to which only our own forgetfulneſs gives 
-occafion ; we may raiſe objections without reaſon, __ een amend- . 
ments where there is no defect. 5 
[The Addreſs was accordingly read, and Mr. Gybbon rss 1: 
Having now heard the Addreſs, I find by experience the Propriety 
of my propoſal, having remarked a clauſe, - which, in my opinion, is 
neceſſary to be amended,” and which T had not obſerved when. it was 
repeated before 5 3 - 
It is well known, that the Speorkies Acer whe [Thratez: cholgh - 
pronounced by the King, are always conſidered as the compoſitions 
of the miniſtry,” upon whom any falſe afſerrions would be 2 as 
the informers and counſelors of the Crown. e ar 
It is well known; likewiſe, that whenever this Houſe, Won | 
Thanks to the King for any meaſures that have been purſued, thoſe | 
meaſures are ſuppoſed to be approved by them; and that approbation 
may be pleaded by the miniſter in his N whenever We” A 
0; 8 to anſwer for the event of his counſellss. N 
It is therefore, in my opinion, extremely unreaſonable to ape 
that Thanks ſhould be returned to his Majeſty for bis royal care in proſe- 
cuting the war againſt Spain; for what has been the conſequence of 
chat care, for which our Thanks are to be with ſo much ſolemnity 
returned, but defeats, diſgrace and loſſes, the ruin of our merchants, 
„ eee ei of our 8 1 idle ſhows of armaments, and uſe- 
| „ ee 1 997%: e e gh 
What are the events which are to bs peel in an is dem ac 
count of this war; a war provoked by ſo long 2 train of inſults and 
injuries, and carried on with ſo apparent an inequality of forces? 
Have we deſtroyed the fleets of our enemies, fired their towns, and 
laid their fortreſſes in ruins? Have we conquered their colonies, and 
plundered their cities,” and reduced them to a neceſſity of receding 
from their unjuſt claims, and repaying the plunder of our merchants? 
Are their Ambaſſadors now ſoliciting peace at the Court of Britain, 
or applying to the neighbouring Princes to moderate the e e 
of their victorious enemies? . ; 92 
. am afraid that the effects of our preparations, Cas Foie | 
| are very different; they have only raiſed diſcontent among our coun- 
trymen, and contempt among our enemies. We have: ſhewn that 
we are ftreng indeed, but that our force is made ineffectual by our 
. cowardice; ; that when we * moſt N we perform nothing; 
; e 5 = 
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that we draw our- ſwords. but to brandiſh them, and only wait. an op- 
portunity to ſheath them in ſuch a manner, as not plainly to⸗ conn 
that we dare not ftrike.- | 

If we conſider, therefore, what effect 3 for conduct like 
this muſt naturally produce, it will appear that they can only encou · 
rage our enemies, and diſpirit our fellow-ſubjects. It will be ima- 
gined that the Spaniards are a powerful nation, which it was the 
bigheſt degree of temerity to attack ; a nation by whom it is honour 
ſufficient not to be overcome, and from whom we cannot be de- 
fended without the moſt vigilant caution, and the moſt xn 
knowledge both of politics and war. | 

It will readily be perceived by the proud 9 chat i it is 1 8 
neceſſary to proſecute their views a little longer, to intimidate us 
with new demands, and amuſe us with new preparations z and that 
we, who are always ſatisfied with our ſucceſs, ſhall ſoon be weary of 
a war from which it is plain that we never expected any advantage, 
and therefore ſhall i in a ſhort time villingly x receive ſuch terms as 
our conquerors: will grant us. 

Ir is always to be remembered how ae all An affairs Sen | 
upon opinion, how often reputation ſupplies the want of real power, 
by making thoſe afraid who cannot be hurt, and by producing con- 
fidence where there is no ſuperiority. . The opinion of which the 
ſenate ought to endeavour the promotion, is confidence in their ſtea- 
dineſs, honeſty, and wiſdom. Confidence which will not be much 
advanced by an Addreſs of | Thanks for me conduct « the war 
againſt Spain. 4 
How juſtly may it be aſked, = 8558 this Addreſs is PD. over the | 
world, what were the views with which the ſenate of Britain peti- 
tioned their Sovereign to declare war againſt Spain. 5 
| If their deſign was, as they then aſſerted, to procure ſceurity for. 
the commerce of America, and reparation for the injuries which 
their merchants had received, by what fluctuation of counſels, by 
what prevalence of new opinions have they now abandoned it? F or. 
that they have no longer the ſame i intentions, that they now no more. 
either propoſe ſecurity, or. demand recompence, is evident ;. ſince 
though they have obtained neüber, yet are 07 thankful * the r. 85 

duct of the war. 
: 'To what can this apparent inſtability be . but to e 
want either of wiſdom to balance their own power with that of 
their enemies, and diſcern the true intereſt of their country, or ta 
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- mean * * 70 the e of the people, to ae a . 
durſt not refufe the appearance of a Was Hough they bad no expee· 
tation of honour or ſucceſs? 925 
But i in far other terms, Sir, will the g ſpeak - the Ad. 
areſs which is now propoſed, < Behold, ſay our boaſting enemies, 
the.” -ſpirjt and wiſdom of that Aſſembly, whoſe counſels hold the 
continent in fuſpence, and whoſe determinations change the fate of 
kingdoms; whoſe vote transfers ſovereignty, covers the ocean with 
 Neets, preſcribes the operation of diſtant wars, and fixes the balance 
of the world. Behold them amuſed with idle preparations, lev ying 
money for mockeries of war, and returning thanks for the pleaſure 
of the ſhow. Behold them looking with wonderful tranquillity on 
the loſs of a great number of their ſhips, which have been. ſeized 
.  - upon their own coaſts by our privateers, and congratulating them- 
6 ſelves and their monarch that any have been preſerved. How great 
would have been the exultation, and how loud the applauſes, had 
they ſucceeded in any of their deſigns; had they obſtructed the de- 
parture of our fleets, or hindered our deſcent upon the dominions of . 
the Queen of Hungary; ; had they confined our privateers in our 
harbours, defeated any of our troops, or over-run any of our colo- 
nies? In what terms would they have expreſſed their gratitude for 
wank who are thus thankful for difappointments and diſgrace 8 
Such, Sir, muſt be the remarks of our enemies upon an Addreſs ; 
like that which is now propoſed ; : remarks which we and our allies | 7 
miſt be condemned to hear, without attempting. 4 reply. For what 85 
can be urged to extenuate the ridicule of returning thanks where we 
ought either to expreſs reſentment, offer conſolations, and propoſe 5 
che means of better rette or cover our | 40 ſhame 2 | res 
petual ſilence? 5 
When it ſhall be 01 in . e that the "Sh of Bri- 5 
tain had returned thanks for the eſcape of the Spaniards from Fe „„ 
rol, their uninterrupted expedition to Italy, the embarraſſment of their - 
own trade, the captivity of their ſailors, and the deſtruction of their 
tkoops, what can they conclude, but that the Senate of Britain i is 
4 collection of madmen, whom madmen have deputed to tranſact the 
publick affairs? And what muſt be the influence 221 ſuch a poopie, 
and fuch'a Senate, will be eaſily conceived. : 
If I have given way, Sir, in theſe obleryations, to any wanton 5 
hyperbble; « or exaggerated affertionis, they will, I hope, be pardoned | 
by PO: who mall reflect upon the real can, of the propoſal, 
% =D "$86? 7 1 * * , | | | | - which 
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which 1 am endeayouring to ſhew: in its. true, Kate, and hy all; who - 
mall conſider, that to return thanks for the management of che 

War, is to return thanks for the carnage of Carthagena, for the ruin 

of our merchants, for the loſs of our mn, aa for ta? ae. 
tion of the family of Bourbon. 

3 hope no man will be ſo unjuſt, or can be Fas 5 1 
baute or believe, that I impute any part of our miſcarriages to the 
perſonal conduct of his Majeſty, or that I think his Majeſty's con- 
cern for the proſperity of his people unworthy of the warmeſt and 
ſincereſt gratitude. If the Addreſs were confined to the inſpection 
of our Sovereign alone, I ſhould be very far from cenſuring or xidi- 

| culing it; for his Majeſty has not the event of war in his powers ; 
nor can confer upon his miniſters or generals that knowledge which 
they have neglected t to acquire, or that capacity which nature has 
denied them. He may perform more than we have a zight to e 
pect, and yet be unſucceſsful; he may deſerve. the utmoſt gratitude, 
even when, by the miſcondugt. of his ſervants, the nation is. diſtreſſed. 

But. Sir, in drawing up an Addreſs, we ſhould remember that we 

| are declaring, our ſentiments not only to his Majeſty, but to all Eu- 
rope; 3. to our allies, our enemies, and our poſterity; that this Ad- 
| dreſs will. be underſtood, like all others; that thanks offered i in this 
manner, by cuſtom, ſignify approbation; and that therefore we wol 
1 at preſent repreſs our gratitude, Deans, it can ol ee ines con- 

tempt our Soyereign and ourſelves. 5 
"++ ri RokRR I WaLroLE. ſpoke next 9 eel: Sir, Is am very 
far from thinking that the war againſt Spain has been ſo: unſuccels-.. | 

ful as ſome gentlemen haye repreſented i it; that the loſſes which we 

© have ſuffered have been more frequent than we had reaſon, to: expect 

from the ſituation of our enemies, and the courſe of our trade; or 

our defeats, ſuch as the common chance of war does not often pro- 
duce, 'eyen when the inequality of the contending powers is incon- 
teſtable, and the ultimate event as near to rigen aa hen of | 
human affairs ever can admit. 9 5 

Nor am I convinced, Sir, even 5 it - ſhould he allowed thas 

; no exaggeration had been -made.of our miſcarriages, that-the impro- | 
priety of .an Addreſs. of Thanks to his Majeſty for his regal care in 
the management of the war, is groſs or flagrant. For if it be al- 


wit y- 


| lowed that his Majeſty may. be innocent of all the miſconduct that 5 a 


ee, our own that he ths han: formed ſchemes wiſely, 
1 155 which 


* 


which were unſkilfully proſecuted; that even valour and knowledge 
concurring, will not always obtain ſucceſs; and that therefore ſome 
loſſes may be ſuffered, and ſome defeats received, though not only 
his Majefty gave the wiſeſt direction, but his officers executed them 
with the utmoſt diligence and fidelity; how will it appear from out 
ill ſucceſs, that our Sovereign does not deſerve our gratitude? And 
if it ſhall appear to us that our thanks are merited, who ſhall reſtrain 


us from offering them in the moſt publick and ſolemn manner? i 
For my part, I think no conſideration worthy of regard in com- 
petition with truth and juſtice, and therefore ſhall never forbear any 
expreſſion of duty to my Sovereign, for fear of the ys of our 


Ht 


ſecret, or the reproaches of our publick enemies. 


With regard' to the Addreſs under our conſideration, if it be al- | 


lowed either that we have not been unſucceſsful in any opprobrious 


degree, or that ill ſucceſs does not neceſſarily imply any defect in the 


conduct of his Majeſty, or debar us from the right of acknowledging 


his goodneſs and his wiſdom, I think, Sir, no objection can be made 


to the form of expreſſion now propoſed, in which all ſounding and 
pompous language, all declamatory exaggeration, and ſtudied figures | 


of ſpeech, all appearance of exultation, and all the farce of rhets- 
rick are carefully avoided, and nothing inſerted that hay diſguſt the | 
moft delicate, or raiſe ſcruples in the moſt ſincere.” 


= 


Vet, Sir, that we may not waſte our time upon trivial Aiſputes, when 


the nation expects relief from our counſels, that we may not ſuſpend | 
the proſecution of the war by complaints of paſt defeats, or retard : 
that aſfiſtance and advice which our Sovereign demands, by en- 
quiring whether it may be more proper to thank, or to counſel him, 
Jam willing, for the ſake of unanimity, that, this clauſe ſhould be 
omitted; and hope that no other part of the Addreſs c can ve any 
| opportunity for criticiſm, or for objections. 

Mr. Pul TEN EV ſpoke next, in the manner owing: Sir it is 75 


5 


no wonder that the Right Honourable Gentleman willingly conſents, : 


to the omiſſion of this clauſe, which could be inſerted for no other 


purpoſe than that he might ſacrifice it to the reſentment which it muſt _ 
- naturally produce, and by an appearance of modeſty and compliance, 
paſs eaſily through the firſt Ns IM pgs obviate + oY. ſevere Thqui iries that 
i, be deſigned. : 


He is too well ket with the” opinion of many 100 the 


nation has choſen to e them, and with the univerſal ela- 


1. TEL 5 - . N f mours 
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mours of the people; too accurately fried of the ſtate of 'our ene. 
mies, and too conſcious how much his ſecret machinations have hin- 
dered our ſucceſs, to expect or hope that we ſhould meet here to re- 
turn thanks for the management 'of the war; of a war in which 
nothing has been attempted by his direction. that was likely to ſuc- 
ceed, and in which no advantage has been e, but we zin 
5 without orders, and againſt his hopes. | 
That I do not charge him, Sir, without reaſon, or invent accu- 
ſations only to obſtruct his meaſures, or to gratify my own reſent⸗ 
ment; that I do not eagerly catch flying calumnies, prolong the 
date of caſual reproaches, encourage the malignity of the envious, or 
adopt the ſuſpicions of the melancholy; that I do not impoſe upon 
myſelf by a warm imagination, and endeavour to communicate to 
others impreſſions which. I have only received myſelf from prejudice 
and malignity, will be proved from the review of his conduct ſince 
the beginning of our diſpute with Spain, i in which it will be found 
that he has been guilty not of ſingle errors, but of deliberate tre- 
chery; that he has always co-operated- with our enemies; and facri- 
ficed to his private Wan W . and the ered WR the Br 
"ww -ration. - "= 
How long our merchants: were n Sib Gilors' 3 
ad our colonies intimidated without reſentment; how long the Spa- 
niards uſurped the dominion of the ſeas, ſearched our ſhips at plea- 
ſure, confiſcated the cargoes without controul, and tortured our 
fellow-ſubjeCts with impunity, cannot but be remembered. Not 
only every Gentleman in this Houſe, but every man in the nation, 
however indolent, ignorant, or obſcure, can tell what barbarities 
were exerciſed, what ravages were committed, what complaints were 
made, and how they were received. It is univerſally known that 
this Gentleman, and thoſe whom he has ſeduced” by penſions and 
employments, treated the lamentations of ruined families, and the 
| outeries of tortured Britons, as the clamours of ſedition, and the 
murmurs of maligiiry f een to en the We and mins | 
the government. | 
It is known, Sir, 25 our loſſes were at one time ridiculed. As 
] bene the conſideration of the legiſlature; and the diſtreſs of the moſt 
uſeful and honeſt part of mankind was made the ſubject of merri- 
ment and laughter; the aukward wit of all the hirelings of the town 
was exerted to W the attention of the publick, and all their art 
was 


E » 4 22 „ tetek 


was . to introduce PET ſubjects 6 or * 0 


ſtill the complaints which they heard with a timely jeſt. 


But their wit was not more ſucceſsful on this, than on other ing 


Lions; their imaginations were ſoon exhauſted, and they found as at 


other times, that they muſt have recourſe to new expedients. The 
firſt artifice of ſhallow / courtiers is to elude with promiſes thoſe com- 
plaints which they cannot confute, a practice that requires no un- 


derſtanding or knowledge, and therefore has been generally followed 


by the adminiſtration. This artifice they quickly made uſe of, 


| hen they found that neither the merchants nor the nation were to 


— 


he ſilenced by an affectation of negligence, or the ſallies of mirth; | 
+: that, it was no longer ſafe to jeſt upon the miſeries of their country- 


men, the deſtruction of our trade, and the violation of our rights, 


F they candeſcended therefore to ſome appearances of compaſſion, and 


promiſed 15 exert all their influence | to ae redreſs. * 


ſecurity. 5 


That e ks not . Sic, to 3 a this. —_ only > 


; to req aheraſelves from 3 ee = ſet b the : 


YE 


Lins, Sat with an air r of gravity 1 eee | alembledt at 


proper times to peruſe: the intelligence which 0 eocine, mm of 
concert new inſtructions for their miniſters... 


While this farce was acted, Sir, innumerable e were 3 | 


: fa of to reconcile the nation to ſuſpence and delay. Sometimes the 
Aduiſtance of the Spaniſh dominions in America; retarded the deciſion 


of our claims. Sometimes the dilatory diſpoſition of the Spaniards, 
and the. eftabliſhed methods of their courts, made it impoſſible to 
procure a more ſpeedy determination. Sometimes: orders were diſ- 


patched to America in favour of our trade, and ſometimes thoſe 
orders were neglected by the captains of the: Spaniſh ſhips, and tlie 
governors. of their Provinces ; and, when it was enquired. why thoſe 


captains. and governors were not. puniſhed or recalled, we were 


treated with contempt . for not knowing what had been fo. e me : 


us of the dilatory proceedings of the Spaniſh courts. + + 


In the mean time our merchants. were plundered, and our Ale. 


{4 —.— into dungeons; our flag was inſulted, and our nauigation 


reſtrained, by men acting under the commiſſion of the King of 
ene en * e _ our e, but t he ON 6 


N 
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| and our enemies not only inſiſted on their” former claims, but proſe. N 

euted them with the utmoſt rigour, inſolence, and cruelty. | 7 
It muſt indeed, Sir, be urged in favour of our miniſter, that ke 
did not refuſe any act of ſubmiſſion, or omit any method of ſuppli- 
cation by which he might hope to ſoften the Spaniards; he ſolicited 
their favour at their own. court, he ſent- commiſlaries- into their 


country, he aſſiſted them in taking poſſeffion of dominions, to whictr 3 


neither we nor they have proved a right; and he employed the navies 
of Britain to tranſport into Italy the Prince on inen the lee, 
| erected kingdom was to be conferred. . 
Well might he expect that the Spaniards would be ſoftened by 6 fo 
maveh! kindneſs and forbearance, and that gratitude would at length 
| Induce them to ſpare thoſe whom no injuries or contempt had been 
able to alienate from them, and to allow thoſe a free courſe through 
the ſeas of America, to whom they had been indebted for's an ane | 
terrupted paſſage to the poſſeſſion of a kingdom. * 
He might likewiſe urge, Sir, that when he ws obliged contin 
war upon them, be was ſo tender of their intereſt, that the Britiſli . 
admiral-was ſent out with orders rather to deſtroy his own fleet than 
the galleons, which in appearance he was ſent to take, and to periſn 
by the inclemency of the climate, rather than enter the Os eren | 
terrify their colonies, or plunder their towns. | 
But to little purpoſe, Sir, did our miniſter implore the compiivrr | 
of the Spaniards, and repreſent the benefits by which we might 
claim it; for his compliance was by the ſubtle Spaniards attributed 


not to kindneſs, but to fear; and it was therefore determined to re- ER, 


duce him to abſolute ſlavery, by the fame: W eee which 1 already 
ſunk him to ſo abject a ſtate. | 
5 They therefore treated our remonſtrances inn contempt, Sock 1 
i nued their inſolence and their oppreſſions, and while our agent was 
' cringing at their court. with freſh! inſtructions in his hand, while he 
was hurrying with- buſy looks from one grandee to another; and per- FE 
| haps diſmiſſed without an audience one day, and ſent- back in we 
midſt of his harangue on another, the guardſhips of the Spaniards . 
continued their DIVER; our | merchants were nen "_" our alors 
tortured. 55 
Alt length, din ria nation dy too PTY inflamed: tes by any 
longer amuſed with idle negotiations; or trifling expedients; ; "the 
fronts 1 with the- IS of __ ee aud this Houſe . 


was 


8 
: 
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was crowded with petitions from the merchants. The Rae . 
Perſon, with all bis art, found himſelf unable any longer to elude a 
determination of this affair. Thoſe whom he had hitherto per- 
| fuaded that he had failed merely for want of abilities, began now to 
ſuſpect that he had no defire of better ſucceſs; and thoſe who had 
kitherto chearfully merited their: penſions by an unſhaken adherence 
to all his meaſures, who had extolled his wiſdom and his integrity 
with all the confidence of ſecurity, began now to be ſhaken by the 
univerſality of the cenſures which the open ſupport of perfidy 
brought upon them. They were afraid any longer to aſſert what 
they neither believed themſelves, nor could perſuade others to admit. 
The moſt indolent were alarmed, the moſt obſtinate conyinguds and 

the moſt profligate aſhamed. | 4 15 i 
What could now be Boks. Sir, to gain mY 5 (5 TOY 99 e 8 

a ſhort interval of quiet in which his agents might be employed to 
diſſeminate ſome new falſehood, bribe to his party. ſome new. vindi- 
cators, or lull the people with the opiate of another expedient, with 
an account of conceſlions from the court of Spain, or a congreſs to 
compute the loſſes, and adjuſt the claims of our merchants ? Big 
Something was neceſſarily to be attempted, and orders were there- 
| fre diſpatched by our miniſter, to his ſlave at the court of Spain, to 
procure ſome ſtipulations that might have, at leaſt, the appearance 
of a ſtep towards the concluſion of the debate. His agent obeyed 
| him with his uſual alacrity and addreſs, and in time ſent him, for 
- the ſatisfaction of the Britiſh people, the celebrated convention. 
The convention, Sir, has been ſo lately diſcuſſed, is ſo particu- 
larly remembered, and ſo univerſally condemned, that it would be 
an unjuſtifiable prodigality of time to expatiate upon it. There 
were but few in the laſt ſenate, and I hope there are none in this, 
who did not ſee the meanneſs of ſuffering inconteſtable claims to be : 
diſputed by commiſſaries, the injuſtice of the demand which was 
made upon the South-Sea Company, and the contemptuous inſo- 
lence of amuſing us with the ſhadow of a ſtipulation, which was-to - 

vaniſh. into nothing, uuleſs we 6 Purchaſed a wüde ation pn At, by 
paying what we did not owe. _ Ie. 
The convention therefore, Sir, was 10 "I 7ST 8 5 it 
only exaſperated the nation, and took from our minifter the power 
of acting any longer openly in favour of the Spaniards; of whom 
&, muſt be confeſſed, that their wiſdom Was pete * their 
pride, 


* 
1 
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5 pride, and that, for the ſake of ſhe wing to all the powers of Evrogy 


| the dependence in which they held the Court of Britain, they took 
from their friends the power of ſerving them any longer, and made it 
| unſafe for them to pay that ſubmiſſion to which they were inclined. 
The Spaniards did not ſufficiently diſtinguiſh between the nation 
and the miniſtry of Britain, nor ſuſpected that their intereſts, in- 
| clinations, and opinions were directly oppoſite ; and that thoſe who 
were careſſed, feared, and reverenced by the miniſtry, were by the | 
people hated, deſpiſed, and ridiculed, | 
By enſlaving our miniſtry, they weakly „ HAR Fae 151 | 
| conquered our nation ; nor perhaps, Sir, would they quickly have 
diſcovered their miſtake, had they uſed their victory with greater 
moderation, condeſcended to govern their new province with leſs 
rigour,, and ſent us laws in N 9 form than that of the 
convention. 
Hut the ſecurity which Bec excites, 5 in them e 
effects as it has often done in others, and deſtroyed in ſome degree the 
advantages of the conqueſt by which it was inſpired. The laſt proof 
of their contempt of our Sovereign and our nation, was too flagrant 
to be palliated, and too publick not to be reſented. The cries of the 
nation were redoubled, the ſolicitations of the merchants renewed, 
the abſurdity of our paſt conduct expoſed, the meanneſs of our for- 
bearance reproached, and the neceſſity of more Mien meaſures 5 


8 evidently proved. 


The friends of Spain 3 Sir, at E that war was 
neceſſarily to be proclaimed, and that it would be no longer their in- 
tereſt to act in open oppoſition to juſtice and reaſon, to the policy of 
all ages, and remonſtrances of the whole nation. 

Ihe miniſter, therefore, after long delays, after having run nal the 
circle of all his artifices, and endeavouring to intimidate the nation 
by falſe repreſentations of the power of our enemies, and the danger 
of an invaſion from them, at length ſuffered war to be proclaimed, | 
though not till he had en all nen 158 might dopant us 
of ſucceſs, Dn, . 

He knew that the 5 of the Spaniſh tomiaions 8 e in 
© particular manner. to ſudden incurſions by ſmall parties, and that in 
former wars againſt them, our chief advantage had been gained by the 
boldneſs and ſubtility of private adventurers, who by hovering over 
e in imall why without raiſing the alarms e the ſight 


of 


85 or r o | | 
of a royal navy neceſſarily produces, ted ele eg '* 8 
| landing unexpectedly, and entering their towns by ſurpriſe, of plunder- 
ing their wealthy ſhips, or enriching themſelves by ranſoms and compo- 5 
fſttions; heknew that inconſiderable bodies of men, incited by private ad- 
vantage, ſelected with care for particular expeditions, inſtructed by ſe- 
eret intelligence, and concealed by the ſmallneſs of their numbers, bad 
found means to marck up into the country through ways which 
would never have been attempted by regular forces, and have brought 
upon the Spaniards more terror and diſtreſs than could have been 
produced by a powerful a however carefully diſciplined, or 
however ſkilfully commanded. | 
It was therefore, Sir, his firſt care to ſecure his "dating . | 
from the pernicious deſigns of private adventurers; ; he knew not but 
ſome of Elizabeth's heroes might unfortunately revive, and terrify 
with an unexpected invaſion the remoteſt corners of the Spaniſh 
colonies, or appear before their ports with his nimble loops, and bid 
_ defiance to their navies and their garriſons. When therefore a bill 
- was introduced into this Houſe, by which encouragement was given | 
to the ſubjects of this kingdom to fit out privateers, and by which 
thoſe who ſhould conquer any of the colonies of the Spaniards, were 
confirmed in the poſſeſſion of them for ever, it cannot be forgotten 
with what zeal he oppoſed, and with what ſteadineſs he rejected it, 
5 though it is not poſſible to aſſign any diſadvantage which could have _ 
deen produced by paſſing it, and the utmoſt that could be urged 7 
|: Pn it was, that it was unneceſſary and uſeleſs. | | 
Having thus diſcouraged that method of war which was moſt to be 
i ee by our enemies, and left them little to fear but from national | 
forces and public preparations, his next care was to ſecure them from 
any deſtructive blow, by giving them time to equip their fleets; col- 
lect their forces, repair their fortifications, garriſon their towns, ad- 
5 regulate their trade; for this purpoſe he delayed, as long as it was i 
poſfible, the diſpatch of our navies, embarraſſed our levies of failors 
by the violence of impreſſes, violence which proper encouragement 
and regulations might have made unneceflary, and ſuffered the pri- 
vateers of the enemy to plunder our merchants without controul, 
under pretence that ſhips of war could not be A We nor convoys 
93 their protection. 5 
At length ſeveral fleets were fitted out, Vet was ſent to Alu- . 
nes, and Haddock into the Mediterranean; Ws what e . 
„„ it 


n 
— .— 


———— 1 7 4 . > p — — — — 
—_ 8 3 KKK ͤ ado : : : 5 a= whe ROO i oak = has * FS PESTS: © IRE SS — e — 
— — = => OR TI — 13 5 _ 4 9 = 
Re <>--EN—o atm gy . ‚— . ‚§‚— AS 7ny/ner> b aens Re rs owe — — — — nn n E — = 8 — — ot + ay — — — 4 
- 8 , C 
* . . L 6 + 
© n : 
. , . 
o 1 * . 
_ 1 
. . 
* , i 
— + : 
$ * ; 
* — 


£ 
i 
| 
N 
0 


— 4 


— — — . «8PL— . 
— — — —— —— 2 by — 
_ — = - 
. n 


1 A 
es SED Been N 
£ 7 . £ * 
ts 
i 83 
W 893 2 
% 1741.1 
a * 2 * . 


Wi" 


CEE * 5 5 33 „ 


it is well known; nor ſhould I mention them at this time; hbad-1 not 
been awakened to the rugger ee Las ee ee an 


05 for the conduct of the war. 


The behaviour of the two eats was very: differvit 3 ut wo - 
has not yet appeared but that their orders were the ſame. · Vernon 
with fix ſhips deſtroyed © thoſe fortifications, ' before which "Hoſier 
formerly periſhed, in obedience to the commands of our miniſtry. | 
How this ſucceſs was received by the miniſter and his adherents, how 
much they were offended at the exultations of the populace, how evi- 
dently they appeared to conſider it as a breach of their Were 15 8 2 


_ © deviation from their directions, the whole nation can relate. 


Nor is it to be forgotten, Sir, how invidiouſly the miniſter himſelf 
| eee to extenuate the honour of that action, by attempting to 
procure in the Addreſs, which was on that occaſion preſented to his 
Majeſty, a OT of the e 5 _ ge. wow which he _ 
| formed's ie. be] ft 
In the mean time, Sir, as nation git accounts of 4 hed 
kind from the Mediterranean, where Haddock: was ſtationed with a 
very conſiderable force; but inſtead of relations of ports bombarded; 
and towns plundered, of navies deſtroyed, and villages laid in aſhes, 
we were daily informed of the loſſes of our cpr wenn _ 
were taken almoſt within ſight of our ſquadrons.” : 
We had indeed once the ſatisfaction of hearing that the feet of 
Spain was conifined in the port of Cadiz, unprovided with proviſi ions, 
and it was raſhly reported that means would either be found of de- 
ſtroying them in the harbour, or that they would be ſhut up in that 
unfruitful uw ow the AR" 57 n ec e be rnb, to e e 
their crews. 1 5 | 
8 een Sir bers with patience the y havock of” our ; 
trade, i in expectation of the entire deſtruction of the royal navy of 
Spain, which would reduce them to deſpair of reſiſtance, and compel | 
them to implore peace. But while we were flattering ourſelves with 
thoſe pleaſing dreams, we were wakened on a ſudden wich an aſtoniſh- 


ing account that the Spaniards had leſt Cadiz, and ere ont 


terruption fromthe Britons, were taking in proviſions at Ferrol. 
This diſappointment of our expectations did indeed diſcourage wi 
but not deprive us of hope; we knew that the moſt politic are ſome- 
times deceived, and that the moſt vigilant may ſometimes relax their 
attention; we did not expect in our commander an 
E 8 28 buman 
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human errors, and required only that they ſhould endeavour to repair 


their failures, and correct their miſtakes; and therefore waited. With⸗ 
out clamour, in expectation that what was ne Wan would 5 
be performed at Ferro. 
But no ſooner, Sir, hot. the. Pk ftored: thee Geb, 1 we 
were ſurpriſed with a revolution of affairs yet more wonderful. Had- 
dock, inſtead of remaining before Ferrol, was drawn off by ſome 
chimerical alarm to protect Minorca, and the Spaniards in the mean 
time ſailed away to America, in conjunction with © F _ 
ſquadron, that had been for ſome time ready for the ben. 

imagined, eee t nd Haddock. falle intelligence _ | 
| treacherous directions, on purpoſe that the Spaniſh fleet might eſcape 
Without , interruption. .. For how can it be conceived that the 
Spaniards could have formed any real deſign of beſieging port Mo- 
hon? Was it probable that they would have ſent an army in de- 
fenceleſs tranſports, into the jaws of the Britiſh fleet? and it was well 
known that they had no ſhips of war to protect them. It was not 
very agreeable to common policy to land an army upon an iſland, an 
iſland wholly deſtitute of proviſions for their ſupport, while an hoſtile 
navy was in poſſeſſion of the ſea, by which the fortreſs which their 
troops were deſtined to beſiege might be daily ſupplied with neceſ- 
Gries, and: the garriſon augmented with new forces, while their army 
would be itſelf beſieged. in a barren iſland, . without proviſions, with- 
out recruits, without hope of ſuccour or poſſibility of ſucceſs: :; © 
But ſuch. was the ſolicitude of our Admiral for the preſervation of 8 
Minorca, that he abandoned his Ration, and ſuffered the Spaniards 
to join their conſederates of F rance, and proſecute their enge to 
| America without hindrance or ee, 5 
In America they remained for ſome time 2 fg the ſea, and 
confined Vernon to the ports; 3 but want of proviſions obliging the 
French to return, no invaſion. of our colonies was attempted, nor 
any of thoſe deſtructive meaſutes purſued which we had reaſon to 
fear, and of which our miniſter, notwithſtanding his wonderful 
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by an unexpected ſcarcity of victuals. 1050 Tron nog cid 1 - 
The Spaniards,” however, gained: Wale gnpedient timpitacopuie 2 

their fortifications, ſtrengthen their garriſons, and diſpoſe their forces = 
in F though they. wers 
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ſagacity, could not have foretald that they. would. have been defeated : 


Lg 111 1541 85 GW: 


2 62 49779 


not enabled t to attack our dominions, had at Teaſt an 45 N 1 7 
ſecuring their own. 8 85 ET 5 
WY length, Sir, left i it ſhould be indifputably e chat our | bes | 
niſter was in confederacy with the Spaniards, it was determined, that 
their American territories ſhould be invaded ; but care was taken to 
diſappoint the ſucceſs of the expedition 5 employing new. raiſed- 
troops, and officers without experience, and to make it burthenſome 
to the nation by a double number of officers, of which x no uſe could 
be diſcovered, but that of increaſing the influence, and e 
the 43 of the miniſtry. 

It was not thought ſufficient, 7 0 to 3 the p< Au of the 
Spaniards by the delay which the levy of new oops necellarily pro- 
duced, and to encourage them by the probabili y of an eaſy refitance 

| againſt raw forces; nor was the nation, in the opinion. of the mi; 

ter, puniſhed for its rebellion againſt him with adequate ſeverity, by 

. being condemned to ſupport : a double! number of troops. Some other 

methods were jo be uſed for . our preparations, and r 
trafting the war. , 5 . 

The troops, therefore, Sir, being vp! the accident of ; a bard winter | | 
more ſpeedily raiſed than it was reaſonable to expect, were detained in 
this illand for ſeveral months, upon | trivial pretences ; x: and were: at 
length ſuffered to embark at a time when it was well known that they 
would have much more formidable enemies than the Spaniards to . 

Tounter; when the unhealthy ſeaſon of the American climate muſt 8 
| neceſſarily deſtroy them by thouſands z when the air itſelf was poiſon, 
| and to be wounded certainly death. i 3 

Theſe were the hardſhips to "thy part of « our Slow lee have 
been expoſed by the tyranny of the miniſter;  bardſhips which caution 
could not obviate, nor bravery ſurmount; they were ſent to combat 
with nature, to encounter with the blaſts of diſeaſe, and to make war 
againſt the elements. They were ſent to feed the vultures of — 

rica, and to gratify the Spaniards with an eaſy conqueſt. _ 1 
In the paſſage the General died, and the command devolved upon 4 
man who had never ſeen an enemy, and was therefore only : a ſpecula- 
tive warrior ; 3 an accident, which as it was not unlikely to happen, 
would have a; rovided againſt b any miniſter who, wiſhed for 
ſucceſs, The n met: ancholy | event of. is expedition 1 need not men- 
tion, it was ſuch as SY 'be reaſonably expected; when our troops 
: pie Wo out without diſcipline, without commanders, into a country. 
85 . = where 
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where even the down are fatal l enemies informed of their ap- 
proach, ſecured by fortifications, inured to the Oe, well woe 
and ſkilfully commanded. EO 
1 the mean time, Sir, it is not to be forgotten what ated; ations 
were made upon our trading veſſels, with what inſolence ſhips of very 
little force approached our coaſts, and ſeized our merchants in 
| fight of our fortifications ; it is not to be forgotten that the conduct 
of ſome of thoſe who owed their revenues and gower to the 4 
gave yet ſtronger proofs of a combination. 
Tt is not to be forgotten with what effrontery 1 the lofles of our mer" 
chants were ridiculed, with what contemptuous triumph of revenge 
they were charged with the guilt of this fatal war, and how r 
they were condemned to ſuffer for their folly. | „ 
For this reaſon, Sir, they were either denied the ſecurity of con- 
voys, or forſaken in the moſt dangerous parts of the ſea, by thoſe to 
whoſe protection they were, in appearance, committed. For this 
reaſon, they were either hindered from engaging in their voyage by 
che loſs of thoſe men who were detained unactive in the ſhips of war, 
or deprived of their crews upon the high ſeas, or ſuffered to . 
oy to'become a prey to the Spaniards. Ee 
But it was not, Sir, à ſufficient gratification of. our e 
miniſter, that the merchants were diſtreſſed for alarming the nation 5 
it was thought likewiſe neceſſary to puniſh the people for believing 

too eaſily the reports of the merchants, and to warn them for ever 
ugain daring to imagine themſelves able to diſcern their own intereſt, _ 
or to preſcribe other meaſures to the miniſters, than they ſhould be 
themſelves inclined to purſue ;, our miniſter was reſolved to ſhew 
them, by A waſter⸗-ſtroke, that it was in his power to diſappoint their 
deſires by ſeeming | to comply, and. to deſtroy their commerce and 
their bappineſs, by. the very means La which they hoped | to Ou ; 
5 em. | 
For this purpoſe, "gg did this Fe 10 1 All bis poli- 
5 Geben together, and call to council all his confidents and all his de- 
pendants, and it was at length, after mature deliberation, determined 
by their-united wiſdom, to put more ſhips i into.commiſfion, to aggra- 
vate the terrors of the impreſs by new violence and ſeverity, to draw 
the fallors by the promiſe. of large rewards from the ſervice of the 
merchants, to 8 a Tm fect, and! to Gone, it on # toy 
expedition. dab 
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A ſecret expedition, Sir, is a new term of miniſterial art, a term 
which may have been perhaps formerly made uſe of by ſoldiers, for a 
deſign to be executed without giving the enemy an opportunity of 
providing for their defence; but is now uſed for a deſign with which 
the enemy is better acquainted than thoſe to whom the execution of i it 

is committed. A fecret expedition is now an expedition of which 
every one knows the deſign, but thoſe at whoſe expence it is under- 
taken. It is a kind of naval review, which excels thoſe of the Park 
in magnificence and e but is s equally uſeleſs, and ee 
ridiculous. 

Upon theſe ſecret rendes, koever; were fixed for 4 long 
time the expectations of the people; they ſaw all the appearances of 
preparation for real war; they were informed, that the workmen in 

the docks were retained by uncommon wages to do double duty; they 
ſaw- the moſt ſpecious encouragements offered to the ſailors; Soy | 
ſaw naval ftores accumulated with the utmoſt induſtry, heard of 85 
thing but the proof of new cannon, and new contracts for proviſiows, 
and how much reaſon ſoever they had to queſtion the fincerity of the 
| great man who had ſo long engroſſed the management of all affairs, 
they did not imagine that he was yet ſo abandoned to levy forces 
only to en their e uy wh firets 2 5 to ASTOR them t 0 . 
s rations: 
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e the eee 4 the great "Rate - was ſailed, they” no > longer 
doubted that 'the Spaniards were to be reduced to our own terms; 
they expected to be told in a few days, of the deſtruction of fleets, : 
the demolition of caſtles, and the plunder of cities; and every ons 
envied the fortune of thoſe who, by being admitted into their formi- | 
dable fleet, were entitled to the treaſures of ſuch wealthy enemies. 
When they had for ſome time indulged theſe expectations, an ac- 
count was brought, that the fleet was returned without the 'leaft'”* 
action, or the leaſt attempt, and that new proviſions were to be taken 
in, that they might ſet out upon another ſecret expedition. ne 
But, Sir, this wonder-working term had now loft its efficacy, * 
and it was diſcovered; that ſecret er ditions, like all other fecret 4 
ſervices, were only expedients to drain the money of the people, and 
to conceal the ignorance or villainy of the tine e, 
Such bas been the conduct for which we ate deſired to return”? 
thanks in an humble and dutiful Addreſs, ſuch are the tranſaQtions a 
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which we are to recommend to the 3 of our conſtituents, 


4411 


and ſuch the en, upon which we muſt weed our 
ſovereign... . 
For my part, Sir, 1 cannot but think that Gare: is a A too 
gentle of that wickedneſs which no language can exaggerate, and 
for which, as it has perhaps no example, human kind haye not yet 
provided. a, name. Murder, parricide, and treaſon, are modeſt ap- 
i pellations when referred to that conduct by which a King is be- 
| trayed,. and a nation ruined, under pretence of promoting its in- 
| tereſt, by a man truſted with the adminiſtration of public affairs. 
Let us therefore, Sir, if it be thought not proper to lay before his 
Majeſty the ſentiments of his people i in their full extent, at leaſt not 
 Endeayour. to conceal them from him; letius at leaſt addreſs him in 
ſuch a manner as may give him ſome occaſion to enquite into the: 
i ns, | which. have for many years been n wi 85 en- 
quire into chem is to condemn then. 


1 


1 


dix Rozzar. WALPOLE, roſe. again, and pu ny 95 this effec — 
Sir, Though I am far from being, either confounded, or intimidated 
by this atrocious charge; though I am confident, that all the mea- 
ſures which have been ſo clamoxouſly cenſured, will admit of a very 
| eaſy vindication, and that whenever they ate explained they will be 
approved; yet as an accuſation ſo complicated cannot be confuted 
without a long recapitulation of paſt events, and a deduction of 
many particular circumſtances, awe, of which may require evidence, 
and. ſome a very minute and prolix explication, I cannot think this 
2 proper day for engaging in the e s it is V __ | 
that it may be accurately diſcuſſed, | | 
Alt preſent, Sir, 1 ſhall, content. myſelf, with Foo aſſertions, like.- 5 
| thoſe of him by whom I am accuſed, and hope they will not be heard 
with leſs attention, or received with leſs belief. For ſurely it was 
never denied to any man to defend. himſelf with the: lee eee 5 
; with which he i 15 attacked. 73 
B T ſhall therefore, Sir, 1 to pv Sig 2 the „ 4 
of the public has been employed with the utmoſt frugality to promote 
the purpoſes. for which it was granted; that our foreign affairs haye 
been tranſacted, with the utmoſt fidelity, in purſuance. of long con- 
ſultations; and ſhall venture to add, that our ſueceſs has not been 
eb PER e e or treache — 5 
ob eee . a ck 4-VaF : 
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That our deſign againſt Carthagena was defeated, cannot be 
denied; but what war has been one continued ſeries of ſucceſs?” In 


the late war with F rance, of which the conduct has been ſo laviſhly _ 


celebrated;' did no deſigns miſcarry ? If we congquered"at Ramillies, 
were we not in our turn beaten at Almanza? If we deſtroyed the 
French ſhips, was it not always with ſome loſs of our own? And 
ſince the ſufferings of our merchants have been mentioned with fo 
much acrimony, do not the liſts of the ſhips taken in that war, 2 — 
that the depredations of privateers cannot be entirely prevented??? 
The diſappointment, Sir, of the public expectation by the return 
of the fleets, has been charged upon the adminiſtration, as a crime 


| tod enormous to be mentioned without horror and deteſtation. That 


the miniſtry have not the elements in their power, that they do not 
preſcribe the courſe of the wind, is a ſufficient proof of their negli 


gence and weakneſs: with as much juſtice is it charged upon them 
that the expectations of the populace, which they did not raiſe, and 


to which” perhaps the conqueſt of a kingdom hat 58 been equal, : 


pon of being gratified. 
Tam vety far from hoping or gefiting that de Heat TY 
ſatisfied with a defence like this; I know, by obſerving” the practice 


of the opponents 'of the miniltr , what fallacy may be concealed in 

general aſſertions, and am ſo far from wiſhing to evade a more exat : 

_ . enquiry, that if the Gentleman who has thus publicly and confidetitly 7 
accuſed the miniſtry, will name a day for exarnliting the ſtate of i the 


| nation, I will ſecond his motion. 


* 


Tre Ader wir it legt üg reel bo, wich bt 1 Beis 
Mr. PuLTENEY then moved, That the ſtate of the nation Las | 


be conſidered fix weeks hence; Sir Robert Walpole ſeconded the 


motion, and it was unanimouſly agreed, That this Houſe will, on | 
the 21ſt of next month, reſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole 
Houſe, to conſider of the ftite of the nation. But when that day 
came, Sir Robert Walpole having been able to defeat à motion which 


| tt t74r.] } 2 H 1 4 b DA A 3 3. | 87 


was to refer ſome papers to a ſecret committee, the conſideration of | 


the ſtate of the nation was put off for a fortnight'; but on che eva 


of that day, both Houſes adhourned for fourteen days, during which 


Sir Robert Walpole reſigned his employments of Firſt Lord of the 
Treaſury, and Chancellor and Under Treaſurer of his Majeſty's 


- chequer; and was created A i Peer, by! the title of Lord Wane ad 
Fan of 3 
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On a Motion a: enquiring oh the Conduft 75 Affairs at. LE and 


abroad, n the 21 ne Tears, 


"Lod 10m 10 roſe, and ſpoke i in the 9 manner Sir} 


As I am about to offer to the Houſe a motion of the higheſt i impor- 
tance to the honour and happineſs of our country, to the preſervation 


of our privileges, and the continuance of our conſtitution, I make 


no doubt of a candid attention from this Aſſembly, and hope for ſuch 
a determination as (ball be the reſult not of external n but 


of real conviction. 

I cannot but congratulate myſelf od all lovers .of their. cou e 
chat we are arrived at a time, in which ſuch hopes may be rationally 
indulged, that we ſhall ſoon ſee the triumph of liberty, and the reno- 
vation of ſenatorial freedom. It i is not without the higheſt ſatisfac- 
tion, that I find my life protracted to that bappy day, i in which the 


yoke of dependence has been ſhaken off, and the ſhackles of oppreſſion | 


have been broken; in which truth and juſtice have once more raiſed 


up their heads, and obtained that regard, which had ſo long been 


paid to ſplendid wickedneſs and ſucceſsful rapine. 

Ihe time is now paſt, in which it was meritorious to 8 the 
heart againſt pity, and the forehead againſt ſhame; to plunder the 
people by needleſs taxes, and inſult them by diſplaying their ſpoils 


before their eyes, in luxurious riot, and boundleſs mag 3 . 


when the certain method of obtaining what the greateſt part, even 


of good men, cannot but ſometimes wiſh to acquire, intereſt, afſlu- 


ence, and honour, was an implicit reſignation to authority, a deſer- 
tion of all principles, defiance of all cenſure, and an open declaration 


againſt any other motives of action, than the ſole pleaſure of an arbi- 
trary miniſter. 


It is now, Sir, no W e as an n inflancy of difaffeQion 5 
h to the government, to repreſent t the miſeries and declare the RO ; 


nn | of 


— *. | i - & 0 ww - : * 


> 


— 


e.! run ENQUERY. 2 


— he ft 


of the people; to propoſe their intereſt as the great baſis, of govern- 
ment, the general end of ſociety, and the parent of law, It is now. 
no longer criminal to affirm, that they have a right to complain. when 
they are in their own opinion injured, and to be heard when they 
complain. It may now be with ſafety. aſſerted, that thoſe who. ſwell 


with the pride of office, and glitter with the magnificence of a court, 1 


however they may diſplay their affluence, or boaſt their titles, with 
whatever contempt they may have learned of late to look upon their 
fellow ſubjects, who have no poſſeſſions but what they have obtained 
by their induſtry, nor any honours but what are voluntarily paid to 
their underſtanding and their virtue; with whatever authority they, 
may dictate to their dependents, or whatever reverence they. may 
exact from a long ſubordination of hirelings, are, amidſt all their 
pomp and influence, only the ſervants of the people, entruſted by 
them with the adminiſtration, of their re and eee to them, | 
for the abuſe of truſt. 
| That truſts of the bigheft 3 "ok 10 long am that | 
the ſervants of the people, having long thought themſelves out of the 
reach of juſtice, and aboye.examination, have very ill diſcharged the. 
offices in which they have been engaged, that the public advantage 
has been wholly diſregarded, that treaties. bave been concluded: with- 
out any regard to the intereſt of Britain, and that our foreign and 
domeſtic affairs have been managed with equal i ignorance, negligence, 
or wickedneſs; the preſent ſtate of Europe, and the calamities of 
this country, will ſufficiently 3 . 
If we ſurvey the condition of foreign e we e ſhall find, that | 
the power and dominions of the family of Bourbon, a family which. 
has never had any other deſigns than the extirpation of true religion, 
and the univerſal flavery of mankind, have been daily increaſed. 
We ſhall find that they have increaſed by the declenſion of the 
Houſe of Auftria,. which treaties and our intereſt engage us 10 
ſupport. 
But had their N been made 8017 by the force of _ | 
had they grown ſtronger only by victories, and more wealthy only by 
plunder, our miniſters might with ſome appearance of reaſon have 
imputed their ſucceſs to accident, and informed us, that we gained 
in the mean time a ſufficient counterbalance to thoſe advantages, by | 
an uninterrupted. commerce, and by, the felicity of peace; peace 
which in every nation has been 2 to produce aluence, and of 
| which 


— 


1 


which: the wiſeſt men have thought that it hg Weser be too 
dearly purchaſed, 

But peace has in this nation, by the wonderful artifiees of our 
miniſters, been the parent of poverty and miſery; we have been ſo 
far from finding our commerce extended by it, that we have enjoyed 
it only by a contemptible patience of the moſt open depredations, 
by à long connivance at piracy, and by a continued g to 
inſults, which no other nation would have borne. 

We have been ſo far from ſeeing any part of our taxes Ks; a 


that we have been loaded with more rigorous exactions to ſupport tge 


expences of peace, than were found neceſſary to defray the W 9 
of a war againſt thoſe, whoſe opulence and pars? had ite N to 


. a to the dominion of the world. 


How theſe taxes have been employed; and ey va trade has been 
neglected, why our allies have been betrayed, and why the ancient 
enemies of our country have been ſuffered to grow powerful bye our | 
connivances, it is now time to examine; and therefore 1 move, 
That a committee be appointed to enquire into the conduct of affairs 


% 


it home and abroad during the laſt twenty yeurs. 


* 


Sir Jorix' Sr. Avsn then ſpoke as follows: —Sir, I riſe up to 
ſecond this motion; and, as the noble Lord has opened it in ſo full 


and proper a manner, and as I do not doubt but that other Gentlemen 


are ready to ſupport it, more practiſed in ſpeaking, of greater abilities | 


and authority than myſelf, I am the leſs anxious about the injury it 


may receive from the part I bear in it. I think the propoſition is ſo 


evident, that it wants no enforcement; it comes to you from the 


voice of the nation, which, Wi 5 work at rm . i range 

within theſe Walls.” 7 . | | 
Innocence is of fo delicate A nature, that i it cannot be fulpicibn; 

and therefore will deſire enquiry ; "becauſe it will always be juſtified 


by it. Guilt, from its own conſciouſneſs, will uſe ſubterfuges, and fly 
to concealment; and the more righteous and authoritative the en- 


quiry, the more it will be avoided z b becauſe the greater will be the | 
dread of puniſhment. © 
In private life, I am contented with men's Virtues wh: witibice 


| feeking for opportunities of blame. In à public character, when 


national grievances ery aloud for enquiry and juſtice, it is our duty 


to purſue all the footſteps of guilt ; and the loud, the pathetic appeal 


of 1 conſtituonts, i is more TOE perſuaſive than any motive of 
| | "I 
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private tenderneſs, This appeal is not the elamour of faction, art 
fully raiſed to difturb the operation of- government; violent for a. 
while, and ſoon to be appeaſed, It is the complaintiofi leng and- 
hatient ſufferings, à complaint not to be ſilenced; and vchieh allben- 
deavours to ſuppreſs it, would only make more importunate and 
clamorous. It is the ſolemit appeal of the hole people of the united 
body of our conſtituents, in this time of national ealamity, earneſtly? 
beſeeching you, in a legal parliamentary way, to redreſs their grie va 
ances, to revive your ancient right of enquiry, to explore the moſt 
remote and hidden. ſources of iniquity, to detect the hold authots 
of their diſtreſs, that they may be made examples of national juſtice. 
It is to you they appeal, the true, the genuine repreſentative of 
the people. Not like former parliaments, an inſtrument of ſtate, the 
property of a miniſter, purchaſed by the miſſionaries of corruption, 
who. have been diſperſed through the kingdom, and furniſhed with 
the public money to invade all natural intereſt, by poiſoning the 
morals of the people. Upon this rotten foundation has been erecte 
a towering fabric of corruption: a moſt dange us conſpiracy has 
been carried on againſt the very eſſence of our conſtitution, a formi- 
dable ſyſtem of miniſterial power has been formed, ſallaeicuſſy 
aſſuming, under deckte te Moe the name 1 1 _— , 
vernment. e 
In this ſyſtem we have ſeen the ſeveral offices of dane ee 
meanly reſolving themſelves under the direction and eonttoul of one 
man: while this ſcheme was purſued, the nation has been inglori- 
ouſly patient of foreign indignities; our trade has been moſt ſhame- 
fully neglected, or baſely betrayed; a war with an impotent enemy, 
moſt amply provided for, unſucceſsfully carried on; the faith of. 
treaties broke; our natural allies deſerted, and weakened even 05 
that power, which we now dread for want of their aſſiſtane. 
It is not the bare removal from office that will ſatisfy che nation, 5 
: eſpecially if ſuch removal is dignified with the higheſt marks of royal | 
| fayour. This only gives mankind a reaſonable fear, that his Ma- 
| jeſty has rather condeſcended to the importunities, than adopted the 
f opinion of his people. It is indeed a moſt gracious condeſcenſian, a 
very high inſtance of his Majeſtyꝰs juſt intentions to remove any of 
his ſervants upon national ſuſpicion; but it will give his Majeſty a moſt 
unfavourable opinion of his people, if he is not ſatisfied that this ſuſ- 
5 Pu was _ 110 the eee of arbitrary Kings,'- 
that 
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that they know the ſentiments of their people only from whiſperers in 
their cloſet. Our monarchy has ſecurer eſtabliſhments. Our 
Sovereign is always ſure of knowing the true ſenſe of his people, be- 
cauſe he may ſee it through the proper, the conſtitutional medium : 
but then this medium muſt be pure, it muſt tranſmit every object in 
its real form and its natural colours. This is all that is now con- 
tended for. - You are called to the exerciſe of your juſt right of en- 
quiry, that his Majeſty may os what reaſon there | is for this en 
inquietude. 1 . 

This motion is of a ee nature, bonn it may more . y 
affect, I ſhall not determine. But there is a great perſon, lately at 
the head of the adminiſtration, who ſtands foremoſt, the principal 
object of national ſuſpicion. He ſurely will not decline this enquiry, 
it is his own propoſition, he has frequently in the name of the whole 
adminiſtration thrown down his gauntlet here, has deſired your en- 
quiries, and has reſted his fate on your juſtice. The nation accepts 
the challenge, they join iſſue with him, they are now deſirous to 

bring this great cauſe in judgment before ou. | 

It muſt be imputed to the long intermiſſion of this right of enquiry, 
that the people have now this cauſe of complaint; had the admini- 
ſtration of this great perſon been ſubmitted to the conſtitutional 
| controuls, had his conduct undergone ſtrict and frequent enquiries, 
he had parts and abilities to have done great honour and ſervice to 
this country, But the will, uncontrouled, for ever muſt and will 
produce ſecurity and wantonneſs; nor can enen and ne 
power ſubſiſt long together, _ | 

In vain do we admire the catlives: of our 1 in vain do 
we boaſt of thoſe wiſe and ſalutary reſtraints, which our anceſtors, | 


at the expence of their blood and treaſure, have wiſely impoſed upon 


monarchy itſelf, if it is to be a conſtitution in theory only, if this 
evaſive doctrine is to be admitted, that a fellow-ſubje& of our own, 


perhaps of the loweſt rank among us, may be delegated by tbe 


Crown to exerciſe the adminiſtration. of government, with abſolute, 
uncontroulable dominion over us ; which muſt be the Tome if mini- 
ſterial conduct is not liable to parliamentary enquiries. | x 
If I did not think this motion agreeable to the = and 11 
ings of the Senate, if I thought it was meant to introduce any pro- 
cedure which was not ſtrictly conſonant to the laws and conſtitution 
of * country, I do moſt ſolemnly e E would be againſt its: 
But 
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But as I apprehend. it to ariſe from che nature. and firit of our 
conſtitution, as it will defend the innocent, and can be nn | 
only to the guilty, I do moſt heartily ſecond the motion. 

The Hon. Henzy PeLHAM oppoſed the motion to the following: 
effect —Sir, If it was not daily to be obſerved, how:much the minds 
of the wiſeſt and moſt moderate men are elated with ſucceſs, and 
how often thoſe, who have been able to ſurmount the ſtrongeſt 
obſtacles with unwearied diligence, and to preſerve: their fortitude 
. unſhaken amidſt hourly diſappointments, have been betrayed by flight 
advantages into- indecent exultations, unreaſonable confidence, and 
chimerical hopes; had I not long remarked the infatuation of proſ- 
perity, and the pride of triumph, I ſhould not have heard the iv 
which has been now made without aſtoniſhment. - T2 

It has been long the buſineſs or the amuſement of the Geanlemen, | 
who, having for ſome time conferred upon themſelves the venerable 
titles of patriots, advocates for the people, and defenders of the con- 
ſtitution, have at length perſuaded part of the nation to dignify them 

with the ſame appellation, to diſplay in the moſt pathetic language, 
and aggravate with the moſt hyperbolical exaggerations, the wanton- 
neſs with which the late miniftry exerciſed their power, the exorbi- 
tance of their demands, and the violence of their meaſures. They 


have indulged their imaginations, which have always been ſufficiently SE. 


fruitful in ſatire and invective, by repreſenting them as men in whom 
all regard to decency or reputation was extinguiſhed, men who no 
longer ſubmitted to wear the maſk of hypocriſy, or thought the eſteem 
of mankind worth their care; who had ceaſed to profeſs any regard 
to the welfare of their country, or any deſire of advancing the public _ 
happineſs; and who no longer deſired any other effects of their 
power, than the ſecurity of themſelves: and the . of their 
opponents. 

Such, Sir, has been the. character of the e — = the 
inceſſant endeavours of theſe diſintereſted patriots, has been carried 
to the remoteſt corners of the empire, and diſſeminated through all 
the degrees of the people. Every man, whom they could enliſt 
among their pupils, whom they could perſuade to ſee with their eyes, 
rather than his own, and who was not ſo ſtubborn. as to require 
proofs of their aſſertions, and reaſons of their conduct; every, man 
| who, having no ſentiments of his own, hoped to become. important 
by Wes wolte of his w ee was taught to think and to ſay, 

that 
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that the court was filled with open corruption; khat the greateſt 


and the wiſeſt men of the kingdom ſet themſelves publicly to ſale, 
and held an open traffic for votes and places; that whoever engaged 


in the party of the miniſter, declared himſelf ready to ſupport his 


cauſe againſt truth, and reaſon, and oonviction, and was no o longer 
under the reſtraint of ſhame or virtue. 


+» Theſe aſſertions, hardy as they were, they eenVottied to ſupport 


by inſtances of meaſures,” which they deſcribed as having no other 


tendency, than to advance the'cburt to abſolute authority, to to enſlave 


the nation, or to betray it: and more happily would they have propa- 


gated their ſyſtem, and much ſooner would they have obtained a 
general declaration of the people in their gere cou they! 11 able 
to have produced a motion like this. 


Should the influence of theſe men increaſe, ſhould they grow ſecure 


n poſſeſfon of their power, by any new methods of deluding the 


people, what wonderful expedients, what unheard-of methods of 


government may not be expected from them? What degrees of vio- 


lence may they not be ſuppoſed to practiſe, who have fluſhed their 
new authority by a motion which was never projected ſince the firſt 


exiſtence of our government, or offered by the moſt arbitrary r mini- 5 


1 in all the confidence of an eſtabliſhed majority. 

It may perhaps be imagined by many of thoſe who are eee 
eaten affairs, as many of the Members of this Houſe may 
without any reproach be ſuppoſed to be, that I have made uſe of 
choſe arts againſt the patriots which they have ſo long practiſed againſt 
the court; that I have exaggerated the enormity of the motion by 
unjuſt compariſons, or rhetorical flights; and that there will be nei- 
ther danger nor inconvenience in complying with it to any but thoſe 
who have betrayed their truſt, or neglected their duty. 

I doubt not, but many of thoſe with whom this motion has been 


concerted, have approved it without ſeeing all its conſequences ; and 


have been betrayed into that approbation by a laudable zeal for their 


country, and an honeſt indignation againſt corruption and treachery, | 
by à virtuous defire of detecting wickedneſs, _ of ſecuring our 5 


conſtitution from any future dangers or attacks. 
For the fake therefore of theſe Gentlemen, whom 1 cannot but 


ſuppoſe willing to follow the dictates of their own conſcientes, and 
to act upon juſt motives, I ſhall endeavour to lay open the nature of 
this extraordinary motion, and doubt not but that when they find 3 


. ͤ — Re 


50 2 n 


27429 55 PUBLIC. ENQUIRY; 95 


as it will unqueſtionably. appear, unreaſonable in itſelf, and dangerous 


to poſterity, they will change their opinion for the ſame reaſons as 


they embraced it, and prefer the ogra of theis —_— to the 
proſperity of their party. 

Againſt an enquiry into the e * all Fae 00 400 
affairs for twenty years paſt, it is no weak argument that it is without 
precedent; that neither the zeal of patriotiſm, nor the rage of faction, 
ever produced ſuch a motion in any former age, It cannot be 
doubted by thoſe who have read our hiſtories, that formerly our 
country has produced men equally deſirous of detecting wickedneſs, 


and ſecuring liberty, with thefe who are now congratulating: their 


conſtituents on the ſucceſs of their labours ; and that faction has 


ſpwelled in former times to a height, at which it may reaſonably be 
hoped it will never arrive again, tis too evident: to. Ln contro- 


ve rted. | EN 


What then « can we ſuppoſe was the akin a ad ans 
tion, nor integrity, nor reſentment, ever before directed a motion like 
this? Was it not, becauſe it neither will ſerve the purpoſes. of ho- 
neſty, nor wickedneſs ; that it would have defeated the deſigns of 
good, and. betrayed thoſe of bad men; that it would have given 
patriotiſm an appearance of faction, aber than have veſted faction 


with the diſguiſe of patriotiſm. 


It cannot be ſuppoſed, that the 4 of theſe. Gao 
SES great, has enabled them to diſcover a method of proceeding 
which eſcaped the penetration of our anceſtors, ſo long celebrated 
for the ſtrength of their underftanding, and the extent of their 
knowledge. For it is evident, that without any uncommon, effort 
of the intellectual faculties, he that propoſes an enquiry for a year 


paſt, might have made the ſame propoſal with regard to, a longer 


time; and it is therefore probable, that the limitation of the term is 


the effect of his knowledge, rather than of his ignorance... 


And indeed the abſurdity of an univerſal enquiry for twenty 00h 
paſt is ſuch, that no man whoſe ſtation has given him opportunities 
of being acquainted with public buſineſs, could have propoſed it, 
had he not been miſ-led by the. vehemence of reſentment, or biaſſed 


by the ſecret operation of ſome motives different from. public good 
for it is no leſs than a propoſal for an attempt impoſſible to be exe 


cuted, and of which dee mne arp e 
1 to the public, | 


% 
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Were our nation, Sir, like ſome of the inland kingdoms of the 
continent, or the barbarous empire of Japan, without commerce, 


without alliances, without taxes, and without competition with 
other nations; did we depend only on the product of our own ſoil to 
ſupport us, and the ſtrength of our own arms to defend us, without 
any intercourſe with diſtant empire, or any ſolicitude about foreign 
affairs, were the ſame meaſures uniformly purſued, the government 


ſupported- by the ſame revenues, and adminiſtered with the ſame | 


views, it might not be impracticable to examine the conduct of 
affairs; both foreign and domeſtic, for twenty years; becauſe every 

| year would afford only a tranſcript of the accounts of the laſt. _ 

But how different is the ſtate of Britain, a nation whoſe traffic is 


extended over the earth, whoſe revenues are every year different, or 
differently applied, which is daily engaging in new treaties of al- 


ance, or forming new regulations of trade with almoſt every 
nation, however diſtant, which has undertaken the arduous and in- 


tricate employments of ſuperintending the intereſts of all foreign 


empires, and maintaining the equipoiſe of the French powers, which 


receives ambaſſadors from all the ee e en and extends . 
| Its regard to the limits of the world. | 
In ſuch a nation, every year produces negotiations of peace, or 


preparations for war, new ſchemes and different meaſures, by which 


expences are ſometimes increaſed, and ſometimes retrenched. In 


ſuch a nation, every thing is in a ſtate of - perpetual viciſſitude; be- 


cauſe its meaſures are ſeldom the effects of choice; but of , | 


ariſing from the change of conduct in other powers. 
Nor is the multiplicity and intricacy of our domeſtic affairs leſs 


remarkable or particular. It is too well known that our debts are 
great, and our taxes numerous; that our funds, appropriated to par- 
ticular purpoſes, are at ſome times deficient, and at others redun- 
dant; and that therefore the money ariſing from the ſame impoſts, is 
differently applied in different years. To aſſert that this fluctuation 


produces intricacy, may be imagined a cenſure of thoſe to whoſe 


care our accounts are committed; but ſurely it muſt be owned, that 


our accounts are made neceſſarily leſs uniform and regular, and ſuch 


as muſt require a longer time for a complete examination. 
Whoever ſhall ſet his foot in our offices, and obſerve the W 


of papers with which the tranſactions of the laſt twenty years have 


filled them, will not need any arguments againſt this motion. When 
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he ſees the number of writings which ſuch an enquiry will make 

neceſſary to be peruſed, compared, and extracted, the accounts 

vhich muſt be examined and oppoſed to others, the intelligence from 

foreign courts which muſt be conſidered, and the eſtimates of do- 

meſtic expences which muſt be diſcuſſed; he will own, that whoever 

is doomed to-the-taſk of this enquiry, would be happy in exchanging 
his condition with that of the miners of America, and that the moſt 

reſolute induſtry, however excited by ambition, or animated by 

patriotiſm, muſt ſink under the weight of endleſs labour. 

If it be conſidered how many are employed in the public offices, 
it muſt be conſeſſed either that the national treaſure is ſquandered'in 
falaries upon men who have no employment, or that twenty years 
may be reaſonably ſuppoſed to produce more papers than a commit- 
tee can examine; and, indeed, if the committee of enquiry be not 
more numerous than ate ever "beeh pn it And be aﬀerted, 
years iy will not be — in leſs than twenty years 
to come; in which time thoſe whoſe conduct is now ſuppoſed to 


have given the chief occaſion to this motion, may be expected to 
be removed for ever from the malice of cya and "he "age: hos 


perſecution. e 

But if it ſhould be e 570 thoſe who, having never been 
3 in public affairs, cannot properly judge of their intricacy 
and extent, that ſuch an enquiry! is in reality ſo far from being i im- 
poſſible, that it is only the work of a few months, and that the 
labour of it will be amply recompenſed by the diſcoveries which it 
will produce, let them but ſo long ſuſpend the gratification of their 
curioſity, as to conſider. the nature of that demand by which they 
are about to ſatisfy it. A demand by which nothing leſs is required 
than that all the ſecrets of our ns ſhould be made 
public. £ . N | 

It is known in 8 to every man, whoſe ago ae or amuſe- 
ment it has been to conſider the ſtate of the French kingdoms, that 
the laſt twenty years have been a time not of war, but of negotia- 
tions; a period crowned with projects, and machinations often more 
dangerous than violence and invaſions; and that theſe projects have 
been counteracted by oppoſite ſchemes, that treaties have been de- 
teated by treaties, and one alliance OVA by another, | 

Vor. JJ; 0 . Such 
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Such a train of tranſactions, in which almoſt every court of France 


bas been engaged, muſt have given occaſion to many private cone 
ferences, and ſecret negotiations; many defigns muſt have been diſ- 
covered by informers who gave their intelligence at the hazard of 


their lives, and been defeated ſometimes by ſecret ſtipulations, and 


ſometimes by a judicious diſtribution of n. to thoſe who. wews 


ſided in ſenates or councils. 


Every man muſt immedrately be 3 "i the « ——_ | 
now propoſed, all theſe ſecrets will be brought to light; that one 


prince will be informed of the treachery of his ſervants, and another 
ſeg-his own cowardice or venality, expoſed to the world. It is plain, 
that the channels of intelligence will be for ever ftopped, and that 
no prince will enter into private treaties with a monarch who is 


denied by the conſtitution of his empire, the privilege of concealing. 


his own meaſures. It is evident, that our enemies may hereafter 
plot our ruin in full n and chat our allies will no longer treat 
us with confidence. 


Since therefore the enquiry now. 3 is inipoltible, the mo- 


tion ought to be rejected; as it can have no other tendency than to 
expoſe the ſenate and the nation to ridicule; and fince if it could be 


performed, it would produce conſequences fatal to our government, 
as it would expoſe our moſt: ſecret meaſures to our enemies, and 


weaken the confidence of our allies. J hope every man who regards 
eitker his own reputation, or that of the ſenate, or profeſſes any ſo- 
licitude for the. public good, will oppoſe the motion. . 


Lord QuAREN DON ſpoke to this effect — Sir, T am ape in- 


elined to ſuſpect a man who endeavours rather to terrify than per- 
ſuade. Exaggerations and hyperboles are ſeldom made uſe of by 


him who has any real arguments to produce. The reaſonableneſs of 


this motion, (of which I was convinced when I firſt heard it, and 


of which, I believe; no man can doubt who is not afraid of the 


enquiry propofed by it,) is now in my opinion evinced by the weak 
oppoſition which has. been made by the Honourable Gentleman, 40 


| whoſe abilities I cannot deny this atteſtation, that the cauſe ms 


cannot defend, has very little to hope from any other advocate. 


And ſurely he cannot, even by thoſe who, whenever. he a 
ſtand prepared to applaud him, be thought to have produced any 


formidable argument Againſt | the enquiry, who has * little 


more than that it is e to be performed. 
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Impoſſibility is a formidable ſound to ignorance and cowardice; 
but experience has often diſcovered, that it is only a ſound uttered by 
thoſe who have nothing elſe to ſay; and courage readily ſurmounts 
thoſe obſtacles that fink the lazy and timorous into deſpair, 

That there are indeed impoſlibilities-i in nature, cannot be denied. 
There may be ſchemes formed. which, no wiſe man will attempt to 
execute, becauſe he will know that they cannot ſucceed; but ſurely 
the examination of arithmetical deductions, or the conſideration of 
treaties and conferences, cannot be admitted into the number of 
impoſſible deſigns; unleſs, as it may ſometimes happen, the treaties 
and calculations are unintelligible. - 

The only difficulty that can EY muſt "Wn 1 by the con- 


| fuſion and perplexity of our public tranſactions, the inconſiſtency of | 


our treaties, and the fallaciouſneſs of our eſtimates; but I hope no 
man will urge theſe as, arguments againſt the motion. An enquiry 


ought to be promoted, that confuſion may be reduced to order, and 


that the diſtribution of the public money may be regulated. If the 
examination be difficult, it ought to be ſpeedily performed, becauſe 
thoſe difficulties are daily increafing ; if it be impoſlible, it ought to 


be attempted; that thoſe methods of forming calculations n be ff 
| eg which make them impoſſible to be examined. 


Mr. Fow Es replied in the manner following 815 to treat 
with contempt thoſe arguments which cannot readily be anſwered, is 


the common practice of diſputants; but as it is contrary to that 


candour and ingenuity which is inſeparable from zeal for juſtice and 


love of truth, it always raiſes a ſuſpicion of private views, and of 


deſigns, which however they may be concealed by ſpecious appear- 


_ ances,” and vehement profeſſions of integrity and fincerity,-tend in 


reality to the promotion of fome ſecret intereſt, or the gratification 
of ſome darling paſſion, It is reaſonable to imagine, that he, who 


in the examination of public queſtions, calls in the aſſiſtance of ar- 
tifice and ſophiſtry, is actuated rather by the rage of perſecution, 
than the ardour of patriotiſm; that he is purſuing an enemy, rather 


than detecting a criminal; and that he declaims againſt the abuſe of 

as another, only that he may more eaſily obtain it himſelf, | 
In ſenatorial debates, I have often known this method of eaſy 

eee practiſed, ſometimes with more ſucceſs, and ſometimes 


with leſs. I have often known ridicule of uſe, when reaſon has been 
n and ſeen thoſe affect to deſpiſe their opponents, who. have 


H 2 | | been 
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been able to dase nothing againſt them but artful alluſions to paſt 
debates, ſatirical inſinuations of dependence, or hardy aſſertions un- 


ſupported by proofs. By theſe arts T have known the young and 


unexperienced kept in ſuſpence; T have: ſeen the cautious and diffi- 


dent taught to doubt of the plaineſt truths; and the bold and. ſan- 


guine perſuaded to join in the Wee hunt down reaſon after the 
36 e of: heir madre Wntd 7 of Td — 


But a bolder attempt to diſarm W w; its. N and to pers 


plex the underſtanding, has not often been made, than this which 1 


am now endeavouring to oppoſe; A motion has been made and 
| ſeconded for an enquiry, to which it is objected, not that it is illes 


gal, not that it is inconvenient, not that it is unneceſſary, but that 


it is 7mpoſſible. An objection more formidable cannot, in my opi- 


nion, eaſily be made; nor can it be imagined that thoſe, men would 


think any other worthy of an attentive examination, Who can paſs 


over this as below their regard; yet even this has ee an- 


beer, but contemptuous raillery, and violent exclamatio. 


What arguments theſe Gentlemen require, it is not 15 to con- 
jecture; or how thoſe who diſapprove their meaſures, may with any 


hope of ſucceſs diſpute againſt them. Thoſe impetuous ſpirits that 
break ſo eaſily through the bars of impoſſibility, * will. ſcarcely ſuffer 


their career to be ſtopped by any other reſtraint; and it may be rea- 


: ſonably feared, that arguments from juſtice, or laws zor policy, will 
have little force upon theſe daring minds, who in the tranſports of 
their newly acquired victory, trample impoſſibility under their feet; 


and imagine, that to thoſe who have e es the — . 


thing 4 is practicable. ir ih 


| of 


That this enquiry. would be the work 0 years; that it will che 
greater numbers than were ever deputed by. this Houſe on ſuch an 
occaſion before; that it would deprive the nation of the councils of 


the wiſeſt and moſt experienced members of this Houſe, (for ſuch 


only ought to be choſen,)' at a time when all Europe is in arms, 


when our allies are threatened not only with ſubjection, but annihi- 
lation; when the French are reviving their ancient ſchemes, and 
projecting the conqueſt of the continent; and that it will therefore 


interrupt our attention to more important affairs, and diſable us 


from reſcuing our confederates, is inconteſtibly evident; nor can the 
wiſeſt or the moſt experienced determine how far its conſequences 
may extend, or inform oy. whether it may not expoſe our commerce 
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to be deſtroyed by the Spaniards, and the liberties of all the nations 
: round us to-bz infringed by the French; whether it may not termi- 


nate in the loſs of our e e ad the Kren of our 
religion: 
Such are the effects which may be A aun an attempt to 


| make the enquiry propoſed ; effects, to which no proportionate ad- 


vantages can be expected from it, ſince it has been already ſhewn, 


that it can never be compleated; and to which, though the indefa- 


tigable induſtry of curioſity or malice ſhould at length break through 


all obſtacles, and lay all the tranſactions of twenty years ny to the 


world, no diſcoveries would be equivalent. . | 
That any real diſcoveries of miſconduct would be males os the 


Intereſt. of our country would be found ever to have been lazily 


neglected, or treacherouſly betrayed, that any of, our Tights have 


been either yielded by cowardice, or ſold by avarice, or that our 
: enemies have gained any advantage over us by the connivance of 


ignorance. of our miniſters, J am indeed very far from believing; 
but as I am now endeavouring to convince thoſe of the impropriety 


of this motion, who have long declared themſelves of a different 


opinion, it may not be improper to aſk, what advantage they propoſe 
by detecting errors of twenty years, which are now irretrievable z | 
of enquiring into fraudulent practices, of which the authors and the 
agents are now probably in their graves; and expoſing meaſures, of 
which all the i inconveniencies have been al ready felt, ad which have 
now. ceaſed to affect us. | 

If it be wiſe to neglect our preſent angel for the cake of 0 


into paſt miſcarriages, and the enquiry now propoſed be | in itſelf poſ- 


ſible, I have no objections to the preſent mation; but as I think the 


_ confuſed ſtate of Europe demands our utmoſt attention, and the 


proſecution of the war againſt Spain is in itſelf af far more importance 


| than the examination of all paſt tranſactions, I cannot but think, 


that the duty which. I. owe to my country requires. that I ſhould de- 


clare myſelf unwilling to concur in any propoſal, that may unneceſ. 
Bahr divert our thoughts or diſtract our counſels, 


Lord PERCIVAL then roſe and ſpoke to the following 8 — 


Sir, to diſcourage good deſigns by repreſentations of the danger of 


attempting, and the difficulty of executing them, has been at all times 


| the practice of thoſe whoſe intereſt has been threatened by them. A 


pirate never fails to intimidate his purſuers by exaggerating the num+ 
. ber 
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ber and reſolution of his crew, the ſtrength of his veſſels, and the 
ſecurity of his retreats, A cheat diſcourages a proſecution by dwel- 
* ling upon his knowledge of all the arts and ſubterfuges of the lau, | 


the ſteadineſs of his witneſſes, and the experience of his agents. 
Jo raiſe falſe terrors by artful appearances is part of the art of war, 
nor can the general be denied praiſe, who by an artful diſpoſition of 


a ſmall body, diſcourages thoſe enemies from attacking him by whom 


he- would certainly be overcome; but then Turely the appearance 
ought to be ſuch as may reaſonably be expected to deceive ; for a 
ſtratagem too groſs only produces contempt and confidence, and 
adds the vexation of being ridiculous to the OO of boing 
defeated. n 53553 
Whether this will be the fate of the advocates for the miniſtry I am 


not able to determine; but ſurely they have forgot the reſolution - 


with which their enemies bore up for many years againſt their ſuperi- 
ority, and the conduct by which at laſt they defeated the united in- 


fluence of power and money; if they hope to diſcourage them from 


an attack, by repreſenting the bulk and ſtrength of their paper fortifi- 


cations. They have loft all memory of the exciſe and the conven- 


tion, who can believe their eloquence ſufficiently powerful to evince, 


that the enquiry now propoſed 77 8 to be i amolig ; 


impoſſibilities. 


Whoever, Sir, is Susie with their wech of begechden; 


will indeed eaſily believe the papers ſufficiently numerous, and the 
taſk of examining them ſuch as no man would willingly undertake ; 
for it does not appear for what end'the immenſe ſums which late 


Senates have granted, were expended, except for the payment of | 


ſecretaries, and miniſters, and couriers. But whatever care has been 


employed to perplex every tranſaction with uſeleſs cireumſtances, and 
to croud every office with needleſs papers, it will be long before they 


convince us, that it is impoſſible to examine them. They may 


doubtleſs be in time peruſed, though N bey can never be 


underſtood. 
The twolt | inconvenience, Sir, that can be Rubel is the neceſ- 


ſiey of engaging a greater number of hands than on former occaſions, 


and it will be no diſagreeable method to the public, if we employ ſome 


of the clerks which have been retained only for the ſake of gratifying | 


the leaders of boroughs, or advancing the diſtant relations of the de- 


fenders of the miniſtry, in n thoſe proceedings -which they 
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have been hitherto hired only to embarraſs, and in detecting ſome of 
| thoſe abuſes to which the will of their maſters has made them inſtru- 
mental ; that they may at laſt deſerve, in ſome degree, the ſalaries 
| which they have enjoyed, may requite the public for their part of 
its ſpoils, by contributing to the puniſhment of the principal plun- 
derers, and leave their offices, of which I hope the number will be 
quickly diminiſhed, with the ſatisfaction of ons os deſerved at hut the 
thanks of their country. | 
By this expedient, Sir, the enquiry will be nad] at leaſt poſſible, | 
and I hope, though it ſhould ftill remain difficult, thoſe who have fo 
long ſtruggled for the preſervation of their country, and who have at 
laſt ſeen their labours rewarded with ſucceſs, will not be —_ | 
from purſuing it. | 

The neceſſity of ſuch an enquiry will © grow every oy more urgent 3 
becauſe wicked men will be hardened in confidence of impunity, and 
the difficulty, ſuch as it is, will be inereaſed by every delay; for what 
now makes an enquiry difficult, or in the ſtile of theſe mighty politi- 
cians impoſlible, but the length of time that has elapſed ſince the laft 
exertion of this right of the Senate, and the multitude of . 
actions which are neceſſarily to be examined ? 

What is this year an irkſome and tedious taſk, will in . 
year require ſtill more patience and labour; and though 1 cannot be- 
lieve that it will ever become impoſſible, it will undoubtedly in time 
be ſufficient to weary the moſt active n, and to diſcourage the 
maoſt ardent zcal. | 

The chief argument n chae has hoon hitherto Aube to 
- diſcourage us from an enquiry, ought rather, in my opinion, to in- 


cite us to it, We ought to remember, that while the enemies of our 


country are fortifying themſelves behind an endleſs multiplicity of 
negaciations and accounts, every day adds new ſtrength to their 
intrenchments, and that we ought to — them while m are Ive 
unable to reſiſt or eſcape us. 

Sir WM. YONGE then ſpoke to the following effect EY 150 i 
ever I may be convinced in my own opinion of the impracticability 
of the enquiry now propoſed,” whatever confidence I may repoſe in 
the extenſive knowledge and long experience of thoſe, by whom it 
Has been openly pronounced not only difficult but impoſſible; I think 
Heroiprs arguments” 2 againſt the motion, which though perhaps not 
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Kronger 3 in themſelves, (for what objection can be ſtronger than im- 


poſſibility) ought at leaſt more powerfully to incite us to oppoſe it. 
Of the impoſſibility of executing this enquiry, thoſe who have pro- 


poſed it well deſerve to be convinced, not by arguments but experi- 
ence; they deſerve not to be diverted by perſuaſions from engaging in 
a taſk, which they have voluntarily determined to undergo; a taſk 


which neither honour, nor virtue, nor neceſſity has impoſed upon 
them, and to which it may juſtly be ſuſpected, that they would not 
have ſubmitted upon any other motives, than thoſe by which their 
conduct has hitherto been generally directed, aunjntion, and re- 
ſentment. | 9355 | 8 8 
Men who upon Lach 3 condemn 8 to jabours 


Which they cannot ſupport, ſurely deſerve to periſh in the execution of 
their own projects, to be overwhelmed by the burdens which they 
have laid upon themſelves, and to ſuffer the diſgrace which always 


attends the undertakers of impoſſibilities; and from which the powers 


ef raillery and ridicule, which they have fo ſucceſsfully en on 
this occaſion, will not be ſufficient to defend them. mt 
They have indeed, Sir, with great copiouſneſs of an e and 
great fertility of imagination, ſhewn the weakneſs of ſuppoſing this 
enquiry impoſſible; they have propoſed a method of performing it, 
which they hope will at once confute and irritate their opponents; 
but all their raillery and all their arguments have in reality been 
thrown away upon an attempt to confute what never was advanced. 
They have firſt miſtaken the aſſertion which they oppoſe, and then 
expoſed its abſurdity; they have introduced a bugbear, and then at- 
tempted to ſignalize their courage and their wilt by: in has 


it cannot fright them. : 
The honourable Gentleman, Sir, firſt n to 0 e 


een of this enquiry, ſpoke only according to the common 
acceptation of words, and was far from intending to imply natural 
and philoſophical impoſſibility. He was far from intending to inſinuate, 
that to examine any ſeries of tranſactions, or peruſe any number of 


papers, implied an abſurdity, or contrariety to the eſtabliſned order of 


nature; he did not intend to rank this deſign with thoſe of building in 
the air, or pumping out the ocean; he intended only to aſſert a 
moral or popular impoſſibility, to e that the ſcheme was not 


practicable but by greater numbers than could be. conyepicntly em- 
| | 88 
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ployed upon it, or in a longer ſpace of time than it was rational to 
aſſign to it; as we ſay it is impoſlible to raiſe. groves. upon rocks, or 
build cities in deſerts; by which we mean only to imply, that there is 
no proportion between the importance of the effect, and the force of 
the cauſes which muſt. operate to produce it; chat the toil will be 
great, and the advantage little. E e Hopfy | 

In this ſenſe, Sir, and nothing but ol or perverſeneſs could | 
have diſcovered any other, the motion. may be truly ſaid to be impoſ- 
fible ; but its impoſſibility. ought to be rather the care of thoſe who 
make, than of thoſe that oppoſe. it; and therefore I ſhall lay before 
the Houſe other reaſons, which unleſs they can be anſwered, will de- 
termine me to vote againſt it. l 

It cannot be doubted but the papers which aſs on this acatfng 
1 examined, contain a great number of private tranſactions, which 
the intereſt of the nation and the honour of our Sovereign require to 
be concealed. The ſyſtem of policy which the French have, within 
the laſt century, introduced into the world, has made negociĩation 
more neceſſary than in any preceding time. What was formerly 
performed by fleets and armies, by invaſions, ſieges, and battles, has 
been of late accompliſhed by more ſilent methods. Empires have 
been enlarged without bloodſhed, and nations reduced to diſtreſs 
without the ravages of hoſtile armies, by the diminution of their 
cane, and the alienation of their allies. | 

For this reaſon, Sir, it has been neceſſary Em to 1 in 
B treaties, to obviate deſigns ſometimes juſtly, and at other 
times perhaps unreaſonably ſuſpected. It has been proper to act upon 
remote ſuppoſitions, and to conclude alliances which were only to be 
publickly owned, in conſequence of meaſures taken by ſome other 
powers, which meaſures were ſometimes laid aſide, and the treaty 
therefore was without effect. In ſome of theſe proviſionary contracts, 
it is eaſy to conceive, that deſigns were formed not to the advantage 
of ſome powers, whom yet we do not treat as enemies, which were 
only to be made public by the execution of them: In others, perhaps 
ſome conceſſions were made to us, in conſideration of the aſſiſtance 
that we promiſed, by which the weakneſs of our allies may be diſ- 
. covered, and which we cannot diſcloſe. without making their enemies 
more inſolent, and increaſing that danger from which 50 wand to 
us for ſecurity and- protection. D320 99 e 8 4 
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If to this repreſentation of the nature of the papers, with which 


our offices have been filled by the negociations of the laſt twenty 
years, any thing were neceſſary to be added, it may be farther al- 
ledged, that it has been long the practice of every nation on this ſide 
of the globe, to procure private intelligence of the deſigns and ex- 


pectations of the neighbouring powers, to penetrate into the councils 


of princes and the cloſets of miniſters, to diſcover the inſtructions of 


ambaffadors, and the orders of generals, to learn the intention of 
fleets before they are equipped, ind of armies before they are levied, 


and to provide not only againſt immediate and viſible e but 
to obviate remote and probable dangers. 


It need not be declared in this Aſſembly, that this cannot -alwayy 


be done without employing men who abuſe the confidence repoſed in 
them, a practice on which I ſhalt not at this time trouble the Houſe 


with my opinion, nor interrupt the preſent debate, by any attempt ta 
Juſtify or condemn it. This I think may be very reaſonably alledged, 
that whether the employment of ſuch perſons be defenſible by the 
reciprocal practice of nations or not, it becomes at leaſt thoſe that 
corrupt them and pay them for their treachery, not to expoſe them to 
yengeance, to torture, or to ruin ; not to betray thoſe crimes which 


they have hired them to commit, or give them up to puniſhment, to 


which they have made themſelves liable only 12 their , — 
= their advantage. 


That private compacts wit nations and forges ought to is 


kept inviolably ſecret, cannot be doubted by any man who conſiders, 


that ſecrecy. is one of the conditions of thoſe treaties, without which 
they had not been concluded ; and therefore, that to diſcoyer them is 
to violate them, to break down the ſecurities of human ſociety, to 


deftroy mutual truſt, and introduce into the world univerſal con- 


fuſion. For nothing leſs can be produced by a diſregard of thoſe ties 
which link nations in confederacies, and produce confidence and ſe- 
Curity, and which enables the weak by. union to reſiſt the en of 


powerſ ul ambition. 4 
' How much it would injure the Et. 15 our ene G 
charged with the diſſolution of concord, and the ſubverſion of the: 
general bulwarks of public faith, it is ſuperfluous to explain. To 
know the condition to which a compliance with this motion would 
reduce the Britiſh nation, we need quly turn-our eyes downwards 


upgn 
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upon the hourly ſcenes of common life; we need only attend to the 
occurrences which croud perpetually upon our view, and confider 
the calamitous ſtate of that man, of whom it is generally known that 
he cannot be truſted, and that ſecrets cominunicated | to bim are in 
reality ſcattered among mankind. | - 
Every one knows that ſuch a man can expect none of the advan- 
tages or pleaſures of friendſhip, that he cannot tranſact affairs with 
others upon terms of equality, that he muſt purchaſe the favours of 
thoſe that are more powerful than himſelf, and frighten thoſe into 

compliance with his deſigns who have any thing to fear from him; 
that he muſt give uncommon ſecurity for the performance of his 
- covenants ; that he can have no influence but that of money, which 
will probably become every day leſs, that his ſucceſs will multiply his 

enemies, and that in misfortunes he will be without refuge. 

The condition of nations colleRively conſidered is not different 
from that of private men, their proſperity is produced by the ſame 
conduct, and their calamities drawn upon them by the fame errors, 
negligences, or crimes; and therefore, fince he that betrays ſecrets 

| In private life, indiſputably#forfeits his claim' to truft, and fince he 
that can be no longer truſted is on the brink of ruin, I cannot but 
conclude that, as by this motion all the ſecrets of our government 
muſt be inevitably betrayed, my duty ta his Majeſty, my love of my 
country, and my obligations to diſcharge with fidelity the truſt Which | 
my conſtituents have conferred upon me, oblige me to oppoſe it. 
Mr. LirTLzTON then roſe and ſpoke to this effet :—Sir, it 
always portends well to thoſe who diſpute on the ſide of truth and 
reaſon, when their opponents appear not wholly to be hardened againſt | 
the force of argument, when they ſeem deſirous to gain the victory, 
not by ſuperiority of numbers but of reaſon, and attempt rather to 
convince, than to terrify or bribe, - For though men are not in queſt 
of truth themſelves, nor deſirous to point it out to others; yet while 
they are obliged to ſpeak with an appearance of ſincerity, they muſt 
neceſſarily afford the unprejudiced and attentive an opportunity of 
| diſcovering the right, While they think themſelves under a neceſ- 
/ fity of reaſoning, they cannot but ſhew the force of a juſt argument, 
by the unſucceſsfulneſs of their endeavours to confute it, and the pro- 
priety of an uſeful and falutary motion, by the flight objectioms which 
they raiſe againſt it. Fhey cannot but find themſelves ſometimes 
forced to diſcover what they can never be expected to acknowledge, 


the 
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the weakneſs of their own reaſons, by deſerting them, when they are 
preſſed with contrary aſſertions, and ſeeking a ſubterfuge in new ar- 


guments equally concluſive and incontemptible. They ſhew the 


ſuperiority of their opponents, like other troops, by retreating before 
them, and forming one fortification behind another, in Ropes: of 
wearying thoſe whom they cannot hope to repulſe. 

Of this conduct we have had already an inſtance. in the preſent de- 
ä * wi a debate managed with ſuch vigour, order, and reſolution, as 
| fufciently ſhews the advantage of regular diſcipline long continued, 


and proves, that troops may retain their ſkill and ſpirit, even when 


they are deprived of that leader, to whoſe inſtructions and example 
they were indebted for them. When firſt this motion was offered, it 
ſeems to have been their chief hope to divert us from it by outcries of 


impoſſibility, by repreſenting it as the demand of men unacquainted 


with the ſtate of our offices, or the multiplicity of tranſactions, in 
which the indefatigable induſtry of our miniſters has been employed; 


and they have therefore endeavoured to perſuade us, that they are 


only diſcouraging us from an inſuperable labour, and adviſing us to 


| . _ deliſt from meaſures which we cannot live to accompliſh. 


But when they found, Sir, that their exaggerations produced mer- 
riment inſtead of terror, that their opponents were determined to try 
their ſtrength againſt impoflibility, that they were reſolved to launch 
out into this boundleſs ocean of enquiry z an ocean of which they 
have been boldly told, that it has neither ſhore nor bottom, and that 
whoever ventures into it muſt be toſt about for life; when they diſ- 
covered that this was not able to ſhake our reſolution, or move us 
to any other diſpoſition, they thought it proper to explain away their 
allertion of impoſſibility, by making a kind of diſtinction between 


things impoſlible, and things which cannot be performed ; and finding 


it neceſſary to enlarge their plea, they _ now aſſerted, that this en- 
quiry is both impoſſible and inexpedientt. 
Its impoſſibility, Sir, has been ay ſufficiently diſcuſled, an 


* to mean only a difficulty which the unſkiltulneſs of our mi- 


niſters has produced; for tranſactions can only produce difficulties 


. to the enquirer, when they are. confuſed ; and confuſion can RO" be 


the effect of ignorance or neglect. 
Artifice is, indeed, one more ſource of perplexity; it is the woo 


of that man whoſe cauſe is bad to ſpeak unintelligibly i in the defence of 5 


it, and of him whoſe actions cannot bear to be examined, to hide 


them 
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them in diſorder; to engage his purſes in a labyrinth that thy may 
not trace his ſteps and diſcover his retreat; and what intricacies 
may be produced by . IE with eh "A 1s | not | 
growers to tell. ; 5 | 
I do not however believe; that all the art of Auen e elude 
the enquiries of a Britiſh Senate, quickened by zeal for the public 
happineſs. The ſagacity of our predeceſſors has often detected crimes | 
concealed with more policy than can be aſcribed to thoſe. whoſe con- | 
duct is now to be examined, and dragged: the authors of national | 
calamities to puniſhment from their darkeſt retreats.” The expedi- | 
eney therefore of this motion is now to be conſidered, and ſurely it | 
will not require long reflection to prove; that it is proper, hen the | 
nation is oppreſſed with calamities, to enquire by what miſcondu& | 
they were brought upon it; when immenſe ſums have been raiſed by 
the moſt oppreſſive methods of exaction, to aſk why they were de- 
manded, and how they were expended; when penal laws have been 
partially executed, to examine by what authority they were ſuſpended, 
and by hat they were enforced; and when the Senate has for twenty 
years implicitly obeyed the direction of one man, when it has been 
known throughout the nation before any queſtion was propoſed, how | 
it would be decided, to fearch out the motive of that regular compli- bk” 
ance, and to examine whether the minifter was reverenced for his | 
wiſdom and virtue, or feared for his power, or courted for the public 
money, whether he eee prevalence t to the aun or ee 
tion of his followers? 8 x) a Tot SHI, 
| It cannot ſurely be chought Waapea to enquire into the badi 
5 which our merchants were for many years ſuffered to be plundered, 
' or for which a war, ſolicited by the general voice of the whole nation, 
was delayed; into the reaſons for which our fleets were fitted out 
only to coaſt upon the ocean, and connive at the departure of 
ſquadrons and the tranſportation of armies; to n our allies to be 
invaded, and out traders ruined and enſlaved. FH pad» 
It is in, my opinion convenient to examine 8 the moſh rigour, 
wan time was granted to our enemies to fortify themſelves againſt us, 
while a ſtanding army preyed upon our people? Why forces unac- 
quainted with the uſe of arms were ſent againſt them, under the 
command of leaders equally ignorant? And why we have ſuffered 
their privateers in the mean time to rove at large over the ocean, and 
inſult us upon our own coaſts? Why we did not reſcue our ſailors 
: . : from 
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ſrom captivity, when: opportunities of exchange were in our power? 


And why we robbed our merchants of their crews by rigorous im- 
preſſes, without Sat them either to guard our trade, or ſubdue 
our enemies? 

If the Senate is not to be ſuffered to enquire into nies like theſe, 
it is no longer any ſecurity to the people, that they have the right of 


celecting repreſentatives ; and unleſs they may carry their enquiries 


back as far as they ſhall think it neceſlary, the moſt acute ſagacity may 
be caſily eluded ; cauſes may be very remote from their conſequences, 
the original motives of a long train of wicked meaſures may lye hid 
in ſome private tranſaction of former years, and thoſe advantages 
which our enemies have been of late ſuffered to obtain, were ant 
ſold them at ſome forgotten congreſs by ſome ſecret article. 
Such are probably the private tranſactions which the + RY 
Gntlemen i is ſe much afraid of expoſing to the light; tranſactions 
in which the intereſt of this nation has been meanly yielded up by 


cowardice, or ſold by treachery z in which Britain has been confi. 


dered as a province ſubordinate to ſome other country, or in which 
the miniſter has enriched himſelf by the ſacrifice of the public rights. 
It has been, indeed, alledged with ſome degree of candour, that many 
of our treaties were proviſions againſt invaſions which perhaps were 
never intended, and calculated to-defeat meaſures which only our awn 


| cowardice dif] poſed us to fear. That ſuch treaties have, indeed, been 


made, Hanover is a ſufficient witneſs ; but however frequently they 
may occur, they may ſurely be diſcovered with: very little diſadvan- 
tage to the nation; they will prove only the weakneſs of thoſe that 
made them, who were at one time intimidated by nen ee 
and at another lulled into confidence by airy ſecurity. i 

The conceſſions from foreign powers, which have wok likewiſe 
mentioned, ought ſurely not to be produced as arguments againſt the 
motion; for what could. more excite the curioſity of the nation, if, 
indeed, this motion were in reality produced by malevolence or re- 
ſentment,; if none were expected to concur in it but thoſe who 
envied the abilities, or had felt the power of the late miniſter, it 
might be perhaps defeated; by ſuch; inſinuations; for nothing could 
more certainly regain his reputation, or exalt him to more abſolute 


authority, than proofs that he had en for us K ene, 
from foreign en : 
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If any advantageous terms have been granted us, he muſt be 
confeſſed to have ſo far diſcharged his truſt to his allies, that he has 
kept them with the utmoſt caution from the knowledge of the peo - 
ple, who have heard during all his adminiſtration. of nothing but 
ſubſidies,” ſubmiſſion, and compliances paid to almoſt every prince 
on the continent, who has had the confidence to demand them; and 
H by this enquiry any diſcovery io the diſadvantage ef our allies 
ſhould be ſtruck out, he may with great e er chat it was 
made without his conſent. % v7 

Another objeQtion to this enquiry is, that the doen which are re». 
tained in foreign courts may be detected by it, that the canals of our 
intelligence will be for ever ſtopped, and that we ſhall henceforth 
have no knowledge of the deſigns of foreign powers, but what may 
be honeſtly attained by penetration and experience. Spies are, in- 
deed, a generation for whoſe ſecurity I have not much regard, but 

for whom I am on this occaſion leſs ſolicitous, as I nll _ ſew 
of them will be affected by this motion. | 

The conduct of our miniſters has never diſcovered ſuch an ac- 
quaintance with the, deſigns of neighbouring princes, as could be 
fuſpected to be-obtained by any uncommon” methods, or they have 

very little improved the opportunities which early information put 
into their power; for they have always been baffled and deceived. . 
Either they have employed no fpies, or their ſpies have been di- 
rected to elude them by falſe intelligence, or true intelligence has been 

of no uſe; and if any of theſe aﬀertions be true, the W will not 
ſuffer by the motion. 

It was juſtly obferved by the Honourable Garin) chat A 8 | 
iel may be properly drawn between a nation and a private man, and 
by conſequence between a trading nation and a trader. Let us 
therefore conſider what muſt be the ſtate of that trader who ſhall 
never inſpect or ſtate his accounts, who ſhall ſuffer his ſervants to 
traffic in the dark with his ſtock, and on his credit, and who ſhall 
permit them to tranſact bargains in his name, without enquiring 
whether they are advantageous, or whether they are performed. > 

Every man immediately marks out a trader thus infatuated, as on 
the brink of bankruptcy and ruin; every one will eaſily foreſee, that 
his ſervants will take advantage of his credulity, and proceed hourly 
to groſſer frauds ; that they will grow rich by betraying his intereſt, 
that Ton” will en his affairs to e their own, that they will 
25 . Ran- 
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plunder bim till he has nothing leſt, and ſeek then for employment 
among thoſe to whom they have recommended themſelves by ſelling 
their truſt. His neighbours, who eaſily foreſee his approaching mi- 
ſery, retire from him by degrees, diſunite their buſineſs from his, 
| and leave him to fall, without involving others in his run. 
Such muſt be the fate of a trader whom idleneſs, or a blind con- 
fidence in the integrity of others, hinders from attending to his own + 
affairs, unleſs he rouſes from his ſlumber, and recovers from his in- 
fatuation. And what is to be done by the man who, having for 
more than twenty years neglected ſo neceſſary an employment, finds 
what muſt neceſſarily be found in much leſs: time, his accounts per- 
plexed, his credit depreſſed, and his affairs diſordered? What re- 
mains, but that he. ſuffer that diſorder to proceed no farther, that 
he reſolutely examine all the tranſactions which he has hitherto over- 
booked, that he repair thoſe errors which are yet retrievable, and 
reduce his trade into method; that he doom thoſe ſervants, by whom 
he has been robbed or deceived, to the puniſhment which they de- 
ſerve, and recover from them that wealth ien _ have accumu- - 
lated by rapacity and fraud.  ... 4 
Buy this method only can the. credit 11 . erader. or Lin nation be 
wren and this is the method which the motion recommends 3 2 
motion with which therefore every man may be expected to comply, 
who deſires that his country ſhould once more recover its influence 
and power, who wiſhes to ſee Britain again courted and feared, and 
her monarch conſidered as the arbiter of the world, the protector of 
the true religion, and the defender of the liberties of mankind. 
Mr. PriLLies ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows :—Sir, I am ſo far 
from believing that there is danger of expoſing the ſpies: of the go- 
vernment to the reſentment of foreign princes, by complying with 
this motion, that I ſuſpect the oppoſition to be produced chiefly from 
a conſciouſneſs, that no ſpies will be diſcovered to have been em- 
ployed, and that the ſecret ſervice for which ſuch large ſums have 
been required, will appear to have been rather for the ſervice of do- 
meſtic than of foreign traitors, and to have deen ee rather 
in this Houſe than in foreign courts. = 04 . 
Secret ſervice has been long a term, of great 1 to the mister 
of this nation; a term-of art to which ſuch uncommon efficacy has. 
been hitherto annexed, that the people. have been influenced by it to 
pay taxes, without expecting to be informed how they were applied, 
| | I | „ 5 wo 
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having been content with being told when they enquired after their 
properties, that they were exhauſted and diffipated in ſecret ſervice. 
Secret ſervice I conceive to have originally implied tranſactions, 
of which the agents were ſecret, though the effects were viſible. 
When Marlborough defeated the French, when he counteracted all 
their ſtratagems, obviated all their deſigns, and deceived all their 
expectations, he charged the nation with large ſums for ſecret ſer- 
vice, which were, indeed, chearfully allowed ; becauſe the importance 
and reality of the ſervice were apparent from its effects. But what 
advantages can our miniſters boaſt of having obtained in twenty years 
by the means of their intelligence? Or by whom have they within 
that period, not been deceived by falſe appearances? When we pur- 
chaſe ſecret ſervice at ſo dear a rate, let it appear that we really ob- 
| tain what we pay for, though the means by which it is obtained are 
kept impenetrably ſecret. Wherever the uſefulneſs of the intelli- 
gence is not diſcoverable, it is furely juſt to enquire, whether our 
money is not demanded for other purpoſes, whether we are not in 
reality hiring with our own money armies to enflave, or ſenators to 
betray us; or enriching an avaricious miniſter, while we imagine 
ourſelves contributing to the public ſecurity? ) 

Colonel CHoLMONDELEY replied to the following effect sir, i it 
has been in all foregoing ages the cuſtom for men to ſpeak of the 
government with reverence, even when they oppoſed its meaſures, 
or projected its diſſolution; nor has it been thought in any time be- 
fore our own decent or ſenatorial, to give way to ſatire or invective, 
or indulge a petulant imagination, to endeavour to level all orders 
by contemptuous reflections, or to court the populace, Dy echoing 
their language, or adopting their ſentiments. 

This method of gaining the reputation of patriotiſm, has been 
unknown till the preſent age, and reſerved for the preſent leaders of 
the people, who will have the honour to ſtand recorded as the ori- 
ginal authors of anarchy, the great ſubverters of order, and the firſt 
men who dared to pronounce, that all the ſecrets f government | 
ought to be made public. 9 8 

It has been hitherto underſtood in all nations; that thoſe who were 
intruſted with authority, had likewiſe a claim to reſpect and confi- 
_ dence; that they were choſen for the ſuperiority of their abilities, or 
the ies of their virtue; and that therefore it was reaſonable 

. . e 


to conſign to their management, the direction of ſuch affairs as by 1 95 
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their own nature require ſecrecy. ee 
But this ancient doctrine, by which ſubordination bo been ſo long 
preſerved, is now to be ſet aſide for new principles, which may flatter 
the pride, and incite the paſſions of the people; we are now to be 
told, that affairs are only kept ſecret, becauſe they will not bear exa- 
mination; that men conceal not thoſe tranſactions in which they 
have ſucceeded, but. thoſe in which they have failed; that they are 
only inclined to hide their follies or their crimes, and that to examine 
their conduct i in the moſt en manner, is only to ſecure the intereſt 
of the public. 

Thus has the nation been taught to 3 that he connſels of 


the cabinet ſhould.be diſperſed i in the public papers; that their go- ' 


vernors ſhould declare the motives of their meaſures, and diſcover 


the demands of our allies, and the ſcheme of our policy; and that 


the people ſhould be conſulted upon every emergence, and enjoy the 
right of inſtructing not only their own repreſentatives, Bart the mi- 
niſters of the crown. ban 

In this debate the mention of ſecret treaties has been received with 


contempt and ridicule, the miniſters have been, upbraided with chi- 


merical fears, and unneceſlary proviſions againſt attacks which never 


were deſigned ; they have been alledged to have no other intereſt in 
view than their own, when they endeavour to miſlead enquirers, and 


to have in reality nothing to keep from public view but their own. 


ignorance or wickedneſs. 


It cannot ſurely be ſeriouſly aſſerted by men « knowledge 5 ex- 


perience, that there are no deſigns formed by wiſe governments, of 


which the ſucceſs depends upon ſecrecy; nor can it be aſſerted, that 
the enquiry now propoſed will betray ,nothing from which our ene- 
mies may receive advantage. : 

If we ſhould ſuppoſe, that all our Chas are ies fully accom- 
pliſhed, or irretrievably defeated, it will not even then be prudent to 


diſcover them, lince they will enable our enemies to form conjec- 


. tures of the future from the paſt, and to obviate hereafter the ſame 
deſigns, when it ſhall be thought neceſſary to reſume them. 


But in reality nothing is more irrational, than to ſuppoſe this a 


ſafer time than any other for ſuch general diſcoveries; for why ſhould 
it be imagined, that our engagements are not ſtill depending, and 


our treaties yet in force? And vat can be more diſhonourable or 
1 — impru- 
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imprudent, than to deſtroy at once the whole ſcheme of foreign po- 
licy, to diſſolve our alliances, and deſtroy the effects of ſuch long 
and ſuch expenſive" negotiations, without firſt een whether 
they will be beneficial or detrimental to us? 

Nor is it only with reſpect to foreign affairs that ſecrecy is neceſ- 
ſary; there are undoubtedly many domeſtic tranſactions which it is 
not proper to communicate to the whole nation. There is ſtill a 
faction among us, which openly deſires the ſubverſion of our preſent 
eſtabliſnment; a faction, indeed not powerful, and which grows, I 
hope, every day weaker, but which is favoured, or at leaſt imagines 
itſelf favoured by thoſe who have ſo long diſtinguiſhed themſelves by 
oppoſing the meaſures of the government. Againſt theſe men, 

whoſe hopes are revived by every commotion, who ſtudiouſly: 
heighten every ſubject of diſcontent, and add their outcries to every 
clamour, it is not doubted but meaſures are formed, by which' 
their deſigns are diſcovered, and their meaſures broken; nor can it: 
be ſuppoſed, that this is done without the aſſiſtance of ſome who are 
received with confidence amongſt them, and who ee 5 for 
the moſt zealous of their party. | ? 
Many other domeſtic occaſions of expence might be te » 
of expence which operates in private, and produces benefits which 
are only not acknowledged, becauſe they are not known, but which 
could no longer be applied to the ſame uſeful purpoſes, if the channels 
through which it paſſes were laid open. I cannot therefore forbear 
to offer my opinion, that this motion, by which all the ſecrets 'of our 
government will be diſcovered, will tend to the confuſion of the 
preſent ſyſtem of Europe, to the abſolute ruin of our intereſt in 
foreign courts, and to the embarraſſment of our domeſtic affairs. - 
I cannot therefore conceive how any advantages can be expected by 
the moſt eager perſecutors of the late miniſtry, which can even in 
their opinion deſerve to be purchaſed at ſo dear a rate. 

Mr. P:iTT then ſpoke to the following purpoſe :—Sir, I know not 
by what fatality the adverſaries of the motion are impelled to aſſiſt 
their adverſaries, and contribute- to their own overthrow, by ſug-. 
geſting, whenever 9 attempt to oppoſe it new e againſt 
themſelves. 5 

It has been long irre, that when men are drawing near to 
deſtruction, they are apparently deprived of their underſtanding, and 


contribute by their own folly to thoſe calamities with which they are 
8 | 12 e . _ threatened, 
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threatened, but which might by a different conduct be ſometimes 
delayed: This has ſurely now happened to the veteran advocates for 
an abſolute and unaccountable miniſtry, who have diſeovered on this 
- occaſion, by the weakneſs of their reſiſtance, that their abilities are 
declining ; and I cannot but hope, that the omen will be fulfilled ; 
and that their infatuation will be quickly followed by their ruin. 
To touch in this debate on our domeſtic affairs, to mention the 
diſtribution of the public money, and to diſcover their fears, leſt the 
ways in which it has been diſburſed, ſhould by this enquiry be diſco- 
vered, to recal to the minds of their opponents the immenſe ſums 
which have been annually demanded, and of which no account 
has been yet given, is. 1 the loweſt . of eee and | 
imprudence. : 1 
I am ſo far from bei: wy ao that any danger can acifo from 
this enquiry, that I believe the nation can only be injured by a long 
neglect of ſuch examinations; and that a miniſter is eaſily formidable, 
when he has exempted himſelf by a kind of preſcription from expoſing. 
his accounts, and has long had an opportunity of employing the 
public money in multiplying his dependents, . his eee, 
| enſlaving boroughs, and corrupting ſenats.. 
That thoſe have been in reality the ien for which +he taxes 
of many years have been fquandered, is ſuffieiently apparent without 
an enquiry. We have waſted ſums with which the French, in pur- 
ſuance of their new ſcheme of increaſing their influence, would 
have been able to purchaſe the ſubmiſſion of half the nations of the 
earth, and with which the monarchs of Europe might have been 
held dependent on a nod; theſe they have waſted only to ſink our 
country into difgrace, to heighten the ſpirit of impotent enemies, te 
deſtroy our commerce, and:diftreſs our colonies. We have patiently 
ſuffered, during a peace of twenty years, thoſe taxes to be extorted 
from us, by which a war might have been ſupported againſt the moſt 
powerful nation, and have ſeen them engulphed in the boundleſs ex- 
pences of the government, without being able to diſcover any other rg 
effect from them than the eſtabliſhment of miniſterial tyranny. 4 
There has, indeed; been among the followers of the court a re- 
gular ſubordination, and exact obedience; nor has any man been 
found hardy enough to reject the dictates of the grand viſier. Every 
man who has received his pay, bas with great cheerfulneſs complied 5 
with his commands; and every man who has held any poſt or office 


5 
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Under the crown, hes ey een himſelf | as eule! by 
the miniſter, _ 

But the viſible Wasen of TO kowever' - deftruive to the 
conſtitution, is not the chief motive of an enquiry; an enquiry im- 

plies ſomething ſecret, and is intended to diſcover the private me- 
thods of extending dependence, and propagating corruption; the 
methods by which the people have been influenced to chooſe "thoſe 
men for repreſentatives whoſe principles they deteſt, and whoſe con- 
duct they condemn; and by which thoſe whom their country has 
choſen for the guardians of its liberties, have been induced to ſup- 
port in this Houſe meaſures, which in DE other er wr 4 _ 
made no ſcruple to cenſure. 

When we-ſhall examine the difribution of the poblie Sea 
when we ſhall enquire by what conduct we have been debarred from 
the honours of war, and at the fame time deprived of the bleffings 
of peace, to what cauſes it is to be imputed, that our debts have 
continued during the long continued tranquillity” of Europe, nearly 

in the ſtate to which they were raiſed by fighting, at our own expence, 
the general quarrel of mankind; and why the finking fund, a Kind 
of inviolable depoſit appropriated to the payment of our ereditors, 
and the mitigation of our taxes, has been from year to year diverted 
to very different uſes ? We ſhall find that our treaſure has been ex- 
hauſted, not to humble foreign enemies, or obviate domeſtic infur- 
rections; not to ſupport our allies, or ſuppreſs our factions; but for 
ends which no man, who feels the love of his country yet unextin- 
guiſhed, can name without horror, the purchaſe of alliances, and 
the hire of "You, n D le * the people,” and "RE exaltation of © 
France,” © © e 
Such are the diſcoveries which I am not afraid to WN that * 
expect from the enquiry, and therefore I cannot but think it neceſ- 
Tary, If Thoſe to whom the adminiſtration. of affairs has been for 
twenty years committed, have betrayed their truſt, if chey have in- 
vaded the public rights with the public treaſure, and made uſe of the 
dignities which their country has conferred upon them, only to enllave 
it, who will not confeſs, that they ought to be delivered up to your 
Juſtice? That they ought to be ſet as land- marks to poſterity, to 
warn thoſe who ſhall hereafter launch out on the ocean of affluence 
and power, not to be too confident of a proſperous gale, but to re- 
5 member, that there are rocks on which whoever ruſhes muſt inevi- 
Ss | I 3 | tably 
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tably periſh ? If they are innocent, and far be it. from me to-declare 
them guilty without examination, whom will this enquiry injure? 
Or what effects will it produce, but that which every man appears to 
deſire, the re-eftabliſhment of the public tranquillity, a firm conh- 

dence in the juſtice and wiſdom of the I and a em 

reconciliation of the people to the miniſters. 

Colonel Morpaunrt ſpoke then in ſubſtance. as e 3 
apewithtandiog the zeal with which the Honourable Gentleman has 
urged the neceſſity of this enquiry, a zeal of which, I think, it may 
at leaſt be ſaid, that it is too vehement and acrimonious to be the 
mere reſult of public ſpirit, unmixed with intereſt or reſentment; 
he has yet been ſo far unſucceſsful in his reaſoning, that he has not 
produced in me any conviction, or weakened any of the impreſſions 
which the arguments of thoſe whom he oppoſes had made upon me. 
le has contented himſelf with recapitulating ſome of the benefits 
which may be hoped for from the enquiry. he has repreſented in the 
ſtrongeſt terms, the ſuppoſed miſconduct of the miniſtry ; he has 
aggravated all the appearances of wickedneſs or negligence, and 
then has inferred the uſefulneſs of a general enquiry for the puniſh- 
ment. of paſt offences, and the prevention. of. tae like gens i in 
future times. 

That he has diſcovered great qualifications for wnvedlive; and that 
his declamation was well calculated to inflame thoſe who have al- 
ready determined their opinion, and who are therefore only reſtrained 
from ſuch meaſures as are now recommended by natural caution and 
ſedateneſs, I do not deny; but ſurely he does not expect to gain pro- 
ſelytes by aſſertions without proof, or to produce any alteration of 
ſentiments, without attempting to IE the arguments which have 

been offered againſt his opinion. 

It has been urged with great appearance of reaſon, that an en- 
| quiry, ſuch- as is now propoſed, with whatever proſpects of ven- 
geance, of juſtice, or of advantage, it may flatter us at a diſtance, 
will be in reality detrimental to the public; becauſe i it will diſcover 
all the ſecrets of our government, lay all our negotiations open to 
the world, will ſhew what powers, we moſt fear, or moſt truſt, and 
; furniſh our enemies with means of defeating all our ſchemes, cans 
1 all our meaſures, __ ; 

This appears to me, Sir, the chief argument . the motion, : 
an n of which the nal cannot 1 be diſcovered by thoſe 

whoſe 
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' whoſe intereſt it is to confute it, and of which, therefore, by ap- 
pearing to neglect it, they ſeem to confeſs that it is unanſwerable; 
and therefore, ſince I cannot find the motion juſtified otherwiſe than 
by loud declarations of its propriety, and violent invectives againſt 
the miniſtry, I hope that I ſhall eſcape atleaſt the cenſure of the calm 
and impartial, though I venture to declare, that I cannot approve . 
it; and with regard to the clamorous and the turbulent, I have long 
learned to deſpiſe their menaces, becauſe I have hitherto — them 
* the boaſts of impotence. 

Mr. Cox N WALL made anſwer to the following oo 1 if 
to obtain the important approbation of the Gentleman that ſpoke laſt, 
it be neceſſary only to anſwer the argument on which he has inſiſted, 
and nothing be neceſſary to produce an enquiry but his approbation, 
I ſhall not deſpair, that this debate may be concluded according to 
the wiſhes of the nation, that ſecret wickedneſs may be detected, 
and that our poſterity may be ſecured from any invaſion of their li- 
| berty, by examples of the vengeance of an injured people. 

The Houſe divided. — The Yeas went forth. For the Queſtion 
2423 againſt it ne that it 1 in the eb by a majo- 
rity of two.] 
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7 20, 1 742. 
Debate on a Mation for OE ION Evidence relating to the Condu#? | 
: | of the E arl of Orford. * 


The abb debate having been produced by an 3 very uncom-— 
mon and i important, it is neceſſary to give an account "_ 1273 e 
as may contribute to illuſtrate it. ; 

The prime miniſter being driven out of the 286 by Canin by the 

prevalence of thoſe, who from their oppoſition to the meaſures e the 
court, were termed the country party, it was propoſed that a committee 
ſhould be appointed; < to enquire into the conduct of public af- 
fairs at home and abroad, during the aſt TWENTY years * but 


the mation was ORE” | | | LO 
ED ) : 14. . . 2 5 


1% %% „ „ „„ eee 


I war ofterwar 4 moved, . That a committee ſhould be appointed bs 


s enquire into the conduct of Robert, Earl of. Orford, during the 
4 . laſt TEN years in which be was firſt Commiſſioner of the Trea- 
„ ſury, and Chancellor and Under Treaſurer of the a pe ef 

which was carried by 252 to 245. 2 i: 
A commitiee of one and twenty being choſe by belies ey EVO ow 
the enguiry, called before them Mr. Gibbon, who declared himſelf agent 
to J. Botteler, and ſaid, that Botteler being a candidate for Wen- 
do ver, and finding that no ' ſucceſs was to be expected without 5001, 
5 ſent a friend to N. Paxton, with a letter, and that he ſaw him return 
_ with a great number of papers, in which he ſaid were bills for 500 l. 
Botteler and his friend being examined, confirmed the teſtimony Gib- 
bon; and Botteler added, that he ſent to Paxton as. an officer of the 
treaſury, acquainted with thoſe who had the diſpoſal of money; that 
Bis claim to the favour which he aſked araſe from à di ſappointment i in 
4 former election; that he never gave for the money any ſecurity or 
acknowledgment, nor conſidered 8 indebtad wi it to ee or 988 
other perſon. 
ect being then 5 e 2 es any . to rhe 0, 
of the Committee, becauſe the anſwer might tend to accuſe himſelf, 
| Which reaſon was alledged by others for a like refuſal, 
The Committee finding their enquiries eluded, by this plea for ſecrecy, 
| which the laws of Britain allow to be valid, reported to the Commons 
the obſtacles that they met with ; for the removal of which a bill was 
brought i in like that of indemnity ; which having paſſed the Commons, 
produeed in the Houſe of Lords a debate, in which the greateſt men of 
each party exerted the utmoſt force of their reaſon and eloquence. 
The bill being read a ſecond . and a motion made for its being e- 
ferred to a Committee, | : 


Lord CARTERET ak to this effect —My Lords, As W 
tion now before us is of the higheſt i importance both to the preſent age 
and to poſterity, as it may direct the proceedings. of the courts of 
Juſtice, preſcribe the courſe of Public enquiries, and by conſequence 
affect the property or life of every Lord in this Aſſembly; 1 hope it 
| will be debated amongſt us without the acrimony which ariſes from 
the prejudice of party, or the violence which is produced by the defire 
of victory, and that the controyerſy will be animated * no other 
paſſion man = cal for juſtice and love of truth. 
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For my part, my Lords, I have reaſon to believe, that many pro- 
feſſions of my ſincerity will not be neceſſary on this occaſion, becauſe 
I ſhall not be eaſily ſuſpected of any partiality in favour of the noble 
Lord to whom this bill immediately relates. It is well known to 
your Lordſhips how freely I have cenſured his conduct, and how” _ 
invariably I have oppoſed thoſe meaſures by which the nation has been 
ſo far exaſperated, that the bill, now under our conſideration, has 
been thought neceſſary by the Commons, to pacify the general diſ- 
content, to reſtore the public tranquillity, and to recover that confi- 
dence in the government, without which no happineſs is to be ex- 
pected, without which the beſt meaſures will always be obſtructed 

by the an ow the 2 e eee ue ee th m_ 
cur 096 | 

But hdoover; laudable may * the ad ropes by the Sing 
I cannot, my Lords, be ſo far dazzled by the proſpect of obtaining it, 
as not to examine the means to which we are invited to concur, and 
enquire with that attention which the honour of fitting in this Houſe 
has made my duty, whether they are ſuch as have been practiſed 
by our anceſtors, en as are Ae be the oy: or FP RO Ty. 
prudence. : SON 

The caution, my SY with which our aijeeſtors wile: 2 . 
proceeded i in enquiries by which life or death, property or reputation 
was endangered, the certainty, or at leaſt the high degree of proba- 
bility, which they required in evidence, to make it a ſuffeient ground 
of conviction, is univerſally known; nor is it neceſſary to ſhew'their - 


opinion by particular examples, . becauſe being no leſs ſolicitous for - ., 


the welfare of their poſterity than for their own, they were careful 
to record their ſentiments in laws and ſtatutes, and to preſcribs 
vith the ſtrongeſt ſanctions to ſucceeding. governments, what they 
had diſcovered 7 mw Rand re or been e * ow 
e e | 
They caddie; my d not only We was the dere 
of being unjuſtly condemned, but like wiſe how much a man might 
ſuffer by being falſely accuſed; how much he might be harrafſed by 
a proſecution, and how ſenfibly he might feel the diſgrace of a trial. 
They knew that to be charged with guilt implied ſome degree of re- 
proach, and that it gave room at leaſt for an inference that the 
known conduct of the perſon accuſed was fuch as made it probable, 
pe ads mans than he'pppeared 3 ae 
-  credulity 
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credulity of ſome might admit the charge upon 8 that was re 5 . 
jected by the court, and that difference of party, or private quarrels, 


might proveke others to propagate reports once publiſhed, even when 


in their own opinion they were ſufficiently confuted; and that there- 


fore an innocent man might languiſh in infamy by a nn 


charge, though he ſhould eſcape any legal penalty. 


It has therefore, my Lords, been immemorially eſtabliſhed in this 
nation, that no man can be apprehended, or called into hy for 
any crime till there ſhall be proof. 

Firſt, that there is a Corpus Delidti, a crime W od viſibly com- 
mitted; thus before a proceſs can be iſſued out for enquiring after a 


murderer, it muſt be apparent that a murder has been perpetrated, 


the dead body muſt be expoſed to a jury, and it muſt appear to them 
that he died by violence. It is not ſufficient that a man is loſt, and 
that it is probable that he is murdered, becauſe no other reaſon of his 


abſence can be aſſigned; he muſt be found with the marks of force 
upon him, or ſome circumſtances that may make it ee that he 
did not periſh by accident, or his own hand. | | 


It is required, ſecondly, my Lords, that bs who 3 any 


W as guilty of the fact thus apparently committed, muſt ſuſpect 


him to be the criminal; for he is not to take an opportunity, afforded 


him by the commiſſion of an illegal act, to gratify any ſecret malice, 


or wanton curioſity, or to drag to a ſolemn Fpmpinations thoſe agaioſt 


whom he cannot ſupport an accuſation. 
And, my Lords, that ſuſpicion may not ravage the een of | 


1 without controul; that men may not give way to the mere 
ſuggeſtions of male volence, and load the characters of thoſe with 
atrocious wickedneſs, whom perhaps they have no real reaſon to be- 


lieve more depraved than the bulk of mankind, and whoſe failings 


may have been exaggerated in their eyes by contrariety of opinion, or 


accidental competition, it is required in the thitd place, my Lords, 


that whoever apprehends or moleſts another on ſuſpicion of a crime, 


| ſhall be able to give the reaſons of his pions and to e them 
by competent evidence. 

Theſe, my Lords, are three eſſentials which the wiſdom of our. 
anceſtors has made indiſpenſably previous to the arreſt. or impriſon- 
ment of the meaneſt Briton; it muſt appear, that there is a crime 
committed, that the perſon to be ſeized is ſuſpected of having com- 
mitted it, and that eee is * ven Probability. Requi- 
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ſites ſo dente in their own nature, ſo neceſſary to the proteiion | 
of every man's quiet and reputation, and by conſequence fo uſeful to 
the ſecurity and happineſs of ſociety, that I ſuppoſe they will need no 
ſupport or vindication. Every man is intereſted in the continuance 
of this method of proceeding, becauſe no man is ſecure from e 
by the interruption or abolition of it. | 

Such, my Lords, is the care and caution n which the on 7 wa in 
the firſt part of any criminal proceſs, the detainment of the perſon 
ſuppoſed guilty; nor is the method of trial e with leſs e 
to the ſecurity of innocence. _ 

It is an eſtabliſhed maxim, that no man can be . to > aol | 
hiaxfelf, or to anſwer any queſtions which may have any tendency to 
diſcover what the nature of his defence requires to be concealed. 
His guilt muſt appear either by a voluntary and unconſtrained con- 
feſſion, which the terrors of conſcience have ſometimes extorted, and 
the notoriety of the crime has at other times produced, or by the 
depoſition of ſuch witneſſes as the jury ſhall think worthy of belief. 
To the credibility of any witneſs it is always requiſite that he be 
diſintereſted, that his own, cauſe be not involved in that of the perſon 
who ſtands at the bar, that he has na proſpect of advancing his for- 
tune, clearing his reputation, or ſecuring his life. For it is made 
too plain by-daily examples, that intereſt will prevail over the virtue 
of moſt men, and that it is not Lins to believe thoſe who are rongly 
tempted to deceive.” - | 
_  Thereare caſes, my Lords, where the cmd of his perſon 3 
his evidence is ſo apparent, that he is not even admitted to be heard; 
and any benefit which may poſſibly be propoſed, is admitted as an 
objection to evidence, and weakens it in a meaſure proportionate to 
the diſtance of the proſpect and the degree of profit. je 

Such are the rules hitherto followed in criminal proceedings, the 
violation of which has been always cenſured as cruelty and oppreſſion, 
and perhaps always been repented even by thoſe who propoſed and 
defended it, when the commotions of party have ſubſided, and the 
heat of oppoſition and reſentment has OY way to unprejudiced 

reflection. | : 
Af theſe rules, my Lards, it is not coor to produce any de- 
fence from the practice of diſtant nations, becauſe it is ſufficient in 
the preſent caſe, that they are eſtabliſhed by the conſtitution of this 
country, to which every Briton has a right to TP; for how can 
8 | oy 


— 
7 


«4 


any man defend his Jeng, if having afted under one laws he 4 "0 
to be tried by another? | 
Let us therefore, my Lords, apply theſe rules to 1 wenn bil, 
and enquire what regard appears to have been paid to them by the 
Commons, and how well we thall corny en 50 er th in 

their deſign. | 
With reſpect to the firſt, by which it is | ins; that there be a 

known and manifeſt crime, it does not appear to have engaged the 

leaſt attention in the other Houſe ; for no fact is ſpecified in the bill 
upon which a proſecution can be founded, and therefore to enquire | 
after evidence is ſomewhat prepoſterous ; it is nothing leſs than to 
invite men to give their opinion without a e wad to ker | 
without a queſtion, | | | 

It may be urged, indeed, that there is a univerſal diſconteht over 
the whole nation, that the clamour againſt the perſon mentioned in 
the bill, has been continued for many years; that the influence of the 
nation is impaired in foreign countries; that our treaſury is exhauſted; | 
that our liberties have been attacked, our properties invaded, and our 
morals corrupted ; but theſe are yet only rumours, without proof 
and without legal certainty; which may indeed with great propriety 
give occaſion to an enquiry, and perhaps by that enquiry ſome facts 
may be aſcertained which ny ps be. ee reaſons for farthet | 
procedure. | 

But ſuch, my Lords, i is the form of the bill now before us, that 
if it ſhould paſs i into a ſtatute, it would, in my opinion, put a ſtop to 
a!l future enquiry, by making thoſe incapable of giving evidence, who 
have had moſt opportunities of knowing thoſe tranſactions, which 
have given the chief occaſion of ſuſpicion, and from whom therefore 
the moſt important information muſt naturally be expected. OY 

The firſt requiſite qualification of a witneſs, whether we conſult 
natural equity and reaſon, or the common law of our own country, 
is diſintereſtedneſs; an indifference, with regard to all outward eir- 
cumſtances, about the event of the trial at which his teſtimony | is 
required. For he that is called as a witneſs where he is intereſted, | 
is in reality giving evidence in his own cauſe. 5 

But this qualification, my Lords, the bill now before us manifeſtly 
takes away; for every man who ſhall appear againſt the perſon into 
whoſe conduct the Commons are enquiring, evide ntly promotes, in 


the higheſt 1 his own intereſt by his evidence, as he may pre- 
. clude 
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elude all examination of his own behaviour, and ſecure the poſſeſſion 
of that wealth which he has accumulated by fraud and oppreſſion, 
or perhaps preſerve that life which the s of the nation n 

take away, " 

Nothing, my Lords, is more e than that this 4 961 in- 
demnity may produce perjury and falſe accuſation; nothing is more 
probable than that he who is conſcious of any atrocious. villainies, 
which he cannot certainly ſecure ſrom diſcovery, will ſnatch this op- 
portunity of committing one erime more, to ſet himſelf free from 

the dread of puniſhment, and blot* out his own guilt for ever, by = 
charging Lord Orford as one of his accomplices. | 

It may be urged, my Lords, that he who ſhall give falſe . | 
forfeits the indemnity to which the honeſt witneſs is entitled; but let 
us confider why this ſhould be now, rather than in any former time, 
accounted a ſufficient ſecurity againſt falſhood and perjury. It is at 
all times criminal, and at all times puniſhable, to commit perjury; 
and yet it has been hitherto thought neceſſary, not only to deter it by 
ſubſequent penalties, but to take away all previous temptations; no 
i man's oath will be admitted in his own cauſe, though offered at the 
i hazard of the puniſhment inflicted upon perjury. Fo offer indem- 
nity to invite evidence, and to deter them from falſe accuſations by 
the forfeiture of it, even though we ſhould allow to the penal clauſe 
all the efficacy which. can be expected by thoſe who propoſed it, is 
only to ſet one part of the bill at variance with the an to NE | 
and demoliſh at the ſame time. 
But it may be proved, 'my Lords, Fu the . will 1 more 
influence than the penalty; and that every man who can reaſon upon 
the condition in which he is placed by this bill, will be more incited 
to accuſe Lord Orford, however unjuſtly, by the proſpect of ſecu- 
˖ rity, than intimidated by the forfeiture incurred by perjury. pretty 
For, let us ſuppoſe, my Lords, a man whoſe conduct adi him 
to puniſhment; and who knows that he ſhall not long be able to con- 
ceal it; what can be more apparently his intereſt, than to contrive 


: ſuch an accuſation as may complicate his own wickedneſs with ſome” 
f tranſactions of the perſon to whom this bill relates? He may indeed 
be poſſibly confuted, and loſe the benefit offered by the ſtate; but the 
5 loſs of it will not place him in a condition more dangerous than 
a that rere be was in Velen he 125 N deſerved 992 the ſeverity 
ö | 0 
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to which perjury will expoſe him, and by forging a bold and wen. 
_ connected calumny, he has at leaſt a chance of eſcaping. g 


Let us ſuppoſe, my Lords, that the bill now under our ERPs | 


tion affigned a pecuniary reward to any man who ſhould appear. 


againſt this perſon, with a clauſe by which he that ſhould accuſe him 
falſely ſhould be diſmiſſed without his pay; would not this appear 
a method of proſecution contrary to law, and reaſon, and juſtice ? 
Would not every man immediately diſcover, that the witneſſes were 


. bribed, and therefore they would deſerve no credit? And what is the 


difference between the advantage now offered and any other con- 
ſideration, except that ſcarcely any other reward can be ee ſo 


. great, and conſequently ſo likely to influence? 


It is to be remembered, that the patrons of this bill ey 
call for teſtimony from the abandoned and the profligate, from men 


vhom they ſuppoſe neceſſarily to conſeſs their own, erimes in their 


depoſitions; and ſurely wretches like theſe ought not to be ene 
to perjury by the offer of a reward. _ 

How cruel muſt, all impartial ſpectators of the public 3 
account a proſecution like this? What would be your Lordſhips 


f judgment, ſhould you read, that in any diſtant age, or remote coun- 


try, a man was condemned upon the evidence of perſons publicly 


hired to accuſe him, and Wn by their own confeſſion, were traitors 
w their-country?. + 2 „ 


That wickedneſs, my 3 ſhould be e bs GX NE) * 


jule rigorouſly exerciſed upon public offenders, is the uncontro- 

verted intereſt of every country; and therefore it is not to be doubted, 

that in all ages the reflections of the wiſeſt men have been employed 
upon the moſt proper methods of detecting offences; and ſince the 


ſcheme now propoſed has never been praQtiſed, or never but by the 


moſt oppreſſive tyrants, in the moſt fagitious times, it is evident, 


that it has been thought inconſiſtent with I; and of a Oey | 
contrary to public happineſs. 

I am very far, my Lords, from 400 that any breach of natichal ' 
truſt ſhould eſcape detection, or that a public office ſhauld afford ſe- 
curity to bribery, extortion, or corruption. I am far from intending a 
to patroniſe the conduct of the perſon mentioned in the preſent bill. 
Let the Commons proceed with the utmoſt ſeverity, but let them not 
deviate from juſtice. If he has forfeited his fortune, his honours, : 


or his fs let them * a ack proceſs be taken from him; but let it 
always 
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always be conſidered, that he, like every other man, is to be allowed 


the common methods of ſelf-defence ; that he is to ſtand or fall by ; | 


the laws of his country, and to retain the privileges of a Ages till 
it ſhall appear that he has forfeited them by his crimes. 

To cenſure guilt, my Lords, is undoubtedly neceſſary, and to 
enquire into the conduct of men in power inconteſtably juſt; but by | 
the laws both of heaven and earth, the means as well as the end are 
preſc ribed, rectum recte, legitimum legitime faciendum; we muſt not 
only propoſe a good end in our conduct, but muſt attain it oi that 
method which equity dire&s and the law preſcribes. e 

How well, my Lords, the law has been obſerved hitherto on this 
occaſion, I cannot but propoſe that your Lordſhips ſhould conſider. 
It'is well known, that the Commons cannot claim a right to ad- 
miniſter an oath, and therefore can only examine witneſſes by ſunple 
interrogatories. That they cannot confer upon a committee the 

power which they have not themſelves, is indubitably certain; and 
therefore it is evident, that they have exceeded their privileges, and 
proceeded in their enquiry by methods: which the laws of this nation 
will not ſupport, |} beats , 

That they cannot, my 1 in 5 own ri Ag IPTV an 
oath, they apparently confeſs by the practice of calling in on that 
| occaſion a juſtice of the peace, who, as ſoon as he has performed his 
office, is expected to retire. - This, my Lords, is an evident eluſion, 
for it is always intended, that he who gives an oath, gives it in conſe- 
quence of his right to take the examination; but in this caſe the wit- 
neſs. takes an oath, coram non judice, before a magiſtrate that has no 
Power to interrogate . and is een by Gioia who have no 

right to require his oath. ; | 
Such, my Lords, is my opinion of the nba] 0 an 25 
of the Houſe of Commons, of whom 1 cannot but conclude that they- 


have aſſumed a right which the conſtitution of our government con- 


fers only on your Lordſhips, as a Houſe of Senate, a Court of Judi- 
. cature, and therefore cannot think it prudent to confirm wy 98 2 
ceedings by an approbation of this bill. 8 
The Commons may indeed imagine chat the 4 ſtate of affairs - 
makes it neceſſary to proceed by extraordinary methods, they may 
believe that the nation will not be ſatisfied without a diſcovery of. 
thoſe frauds which have been ſo long practiſed, and the puniſhment 
of thoſe men by whom we have ſo long thought themſelves betrayed: - 
9 . 


\ 
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and oppreſſed ;- but let us conſider, that clamour is not e, and 
that we ought not either to recede from juſtice, or ſrom our own the 
Tights to ſatisfy the expectations of the people. 

To remonſtrate againſt this invaſion of our privileges, my . 
might be at this juncture improper ; the diſpute might in this time of 
commotion and viciſſitude diſtract the attention of thoſe to whom the 
public affairs are committed, retard the buſineſs of the nation, and 
give our enemies thoſe advantages which they can never hope from 
their own courage, or policy, or ſtrength. It may therefore be prudent 
on this occaſion, only not to admit the right which they have aſſumed, 
to ſatisfy ourſelves: with retaining our privileges, without requiring 
any further confirmation of them, and only defeat the invaſion of 
them by rejecting the bill, which is indeed of ſuch a kind as cannot be 
eonfirmed without e e not 2 our own ae HEE eqs of 
every Briton. 

For here is a ſpecies 4 allies invited, which is Maden un- 
known to our law, and from which it may be difficult to tell who can 
be ſecure; the witneſſes are required to diſcloſe all matters relating to 
the conduct of Lord Orford, accordi ng to the beſt of their knowledge, 
remembrance, or belief! A form of depoſition, my Lords, of great 
latitude; à man's belief may be influenced by the report of others 
who may deceive him, by his obſervation of circumſtances either re- 
mote in themſelves, or imperfe&ly diſeovered, or by his own reaſon- 
ings, which muſt be juſt or fallacious according to his abilities; but 
which muſt yet have the ſame effect upon his belief, which they will 
influence, not in proportion to their real Aenpeh. but to che confi- 
dience placed in them by himſelf. | N 
I There is only one caſe, my Lords, in l b the common 
courſe of proceedings, any regard is had to mere belief, and this 
evidence is only accepted on that occafion, becauſe no other can 
poſfibly be obtained. When any claim is to be determined by written 
evidences,” of which, in order to prove their validity, it is neceſſary 
to enquire by whom they were drawn or figned ; thoſe who are 
acquainted with the writing of a dead perſon, are admitted to deliver, 
upon oath, their belief that the writing aſeribed to bim; was or was 
not his; but fuch ſecondary witneſſes are never OY when * 
ben can be produced whole hand is to be proved. . 

There is yet another reaſon for which it is improper to admit weh 
nr as this bill has a tendency to promote. It is well known, 

| that 
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chat in all the courts of common law, the perſon accuſed is in ſome 
degree {ſecured from the danger of being overbor ne by falſe accuſa- 
tions, by the penalty which may be inflicted upon witneſſes diſcovered 
to be perjured ; but in the method of examination now propoſed, a 


method unknown to the conſtitution, no ſuch ſecurity can be ob- 


tained, for there is no proviſion made by the laws for the puniſhment 
of a man who ſhall give falſe evidence · before a committee of the 
Houſe of Commons. | 
It may likewiſe be obſerved, that this bill wants one of the moſt | 
eſſential properties of a law, perſpicuity and determinate meaning z 
here is an indemnity promiſed to thoſe who ſhall diſcover ALL that 
they now, remember, or believe. A very extenſive demand, and 
which may therefore be liable to more fallacies and evaſions than can 
be immediately enumerated or detected. For how can any one prove 
that he has a claim to the indemnity ? He may, indeed, make ſome 
diſcoveries, but whether he does not conceal ſomething, who can 
determine? May not ſuch reſerves be ſuſpected, when his. anſwers 
ſhall not ſatisfy the expectations of his interrogators ? ? And may not 
that ſuſpicion deprive, him of the benefit of the act: May not a man, 
from want of memory, or preſence of mind, omit ſomething at his 
examination which he may appear afterwards to have known? And 
ſince no human being has the power of diſtinguiſhing exactly between 
faults and frailties, may not the defect of his memory be charged on 
him as a criminal ſuppreſſion of a known fact? And may not he be 
left to ſuffer the conſequences of his own confeſſion? Will not che 
bill give an apparent opportunity for partiality? And will not life 
and death, liberty and impriſonment, be placed in the hands of a 
committee of the Commons? May they not be eaſily ſatisfied with 
informations of one man, and inceſſantly preſs another to farther diſ- 
coveries? May they not call ſome men notoriouſly criminal to 
examination, only to ſecure them from puniſhment, and ſet them out 
of the reach of juſtice ? And extort from others ſuch anſwers as may 
beſt promote their views, by declaring themſelves unſatisfied with the 
extent of their teſtimony ? ? And will not this be an extortion of evi- 
dence equivalent to the methods practiſed in the moſt eee 80 
vernments, and the moſt barbarous nations? . 

It has always been the praiſe of this Houſe to pay a an equal regard to 
juſtiee and to mercy, and to follow without partiality, the direction 
of reaſon, and the light of truth; and how conſiſtently with this cha- 
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racer, which it 8 to be our higheſt ambition to 3 


Rx. 


can ratify the 5 5 bill your Loriſhies are this day to conſider. It 


is to be enquired, whether to ſuppoſe a man guilty, only becauſe ſome 
guilt is ſuſpected, be agreeable to juſtice ; and whether it be rational 
before there i is any proof of a crime, to point out the criminal. 

We are to conſider, my Lords, whether it is not unjuſt to hear, 
againſt any man, an evidence who is hired to accuſe him, and hired 
with a reward which he cannot receive without confeſſing pune a 
man unworthy of belief. 5 . 

It is to be enquired, whether the evidence of a man 860 8 
only what he believes ought to be admitted, when the nature of the 
crime allows ſtronger proof, and whether any man ought to be exa- 
mined where he cannot be puniſhed if he be found perjured, 

A natural and juſt regard to our own rights, on the preſervation of 
which the continuance of the conſtitution muſt depend, ought to 
alarm us at the appearance of any attempt to invade them ; and the 
neceſſity of known forms of juſtice, ought to incite us to the pre- 


vention of any innovation in the methods of proſecuting o offenders. th 


For my own part, my Lords, I cannot approve. « either the princi-, 
ples or form of the bill. I think it neceſſary to proceed by known 
precedents, when there is no immediate danger that requires extraor- 
dinary meaſures, of which I am far from being convinced that they 
are neceſſary on the preſent occaſion. I think that the certainty of a 
crime ought to precede the proſecution of a criminal, and I fee that 
there is in the preſent caſe no crime attempted to be proved. The 
Commons have, in, my opinion, already exceeded their privileges, 
and 1 would not willingly confirm their new claims. For: theſe 
| reaſons, - my Lords, 1 openly declare, that I cannot er to the bill's 
being read a ſecond time, 1 

Lord TALBOT ſpoke next to this eck —My a fo high: is my 
veneration for this great Aſſembly, that it is never without the utmoſt 
efforts of reſolution that I can prevail upon myſelf to give my ſenti- 
ments upon any queſtion that is the ſubject of debate, however ſrong 
may be my conviction, or however ardent my zal. 
But in a. very particular degree do I diſtruſt my own | abilities, 
when I find my opinion contrary to that of the noble Lord who has 


now ſpoken ; 3 and it js no common perplexity to be reduced to the 


difficult choice of either ſuppreſing my Oh, or expoling them, 
to 10 diladvantageous a contraſt, 


Yew 
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et ſince ſuch is my preſent ſtate, that I cannot avoid a declara- 
tion of my thoughts on this queſtion, without being condemned in my 
own breaſt as a deſerter of my country, nor utter them without the 
danger of becoming contemptible in the eyes of your Lordſhips: I 
will, however, follow my conſcience, rather than my intereſt; and' 
though I ſhould loſe. any part of my little reputation, I ſhall find an 
ample recompence from the conſciouſneſs that loſt it in the diſcharge - 
of my duty; on an occaſion HED requires TO SO 608 man the 
hazard of his life. | | 

The arguments of the noble Lord have had upon me an effect 
which they never, perhaps, produced on any part of his audience be- 
fore; th ey have confirmed me in the contrary opinion to that which 
he has endeavoured to maintain. It has been remarked, that in ſome 

| encounters, not to put to flight is to obtain the victory; and, in a 
controverſy with the noble Lord, not to be convinced by him, is to 
receive a ſufficient proof that the cauſe in which he is engaged i is not 
to be defended by wit, eloquence, or learning. by 

On the preſent queſtion, my Lords, as on all others, he has pro- 
duced all that can be urged, either from the knowledge of paſt ages, 
or experience of the preſent; all that the ſcholar or the ſtateſman can 
ſupply has been accumulated, one argument has been added to 
another, and all the powers of a great capacity have been employed, 
only to ſhow that right and wrong cannot be enen _ chat 
fallacy can never ſtrike with the force of truth. 

When I ſurvey the arguments of the noble Las, diſrobed of cee 
ornaments which his imagination has ſo liberally beſtowed upon them, 
I am ſurpriſed at the momentary effect which they had upon my 
mind, and which they could not have produced had they been clothed ' 
in the language of any other perſon, | 120 

For when I recollect, ſingly, the particular N upon which 

his opinion ſeems to be founded, I do not find them by any means 
uncontrovertible, ſome of them ſeem at belt uncertain, and ſome | 
evideatty miſtaken. e : | 

That there is no apparent crime ode and that therefore no 

legal enquiry can be made after the criminal, I cannot hear without 
aſtoniſhment. Is our commerce ruined, are our troops deſtroyed, are 
the 'morals of the people vitiated, is the ſenate crouded with de- 
pendents, are our fleets diſarmed, our allies betrayed, and our ene- 
mies ſupported without a crime? Was there no certainty of any 
K 2 5 | crime 
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crime committed, when it was moved to petition his Majeſty to diſ- . 
miſs this perſon from his councils for ever? 

It has been obſerved, my Lords, that nothing but the ſight of the 
dead body can warrant a purſuit after the murderer ; but this is a con- 
ceflion ſufficient for the preſent purpoſe ; for if, upon the ſight of a 
murdered perſon, the murderer may lawfully be enquired after, and 
thoſe who are reaſonably ſuſpected detained and examined; with equal 
reaſon, my Lords, may the ſurvey of a ruined nation, a nation op- 
preſſed with burthenſome taxes, devoured by the caterpillars of a 
ſanding army, funk into contempt in every foreign court, and re- 
pining at the daily decay of its commerce, and. the daily multiplica- 
tion of its ee incite us to an enquiry after the author of its 
miſeries, 


It is aſſerted, that no man W to be called into e a any > 


crime, who is not ſuſpected of having committed it. This, my 
Lords, is a rule not only reaſonable in- itſelf, but ſo narurally obſerved, 
that I believe it never yet was broken; and am certain, no man will 
be charged with the violation of it for acculing this e as an 


enemy to his country. 


But he that declares his ſuſpicion, may be called upon to 8 8 
upon what facts it is founded; nor will this part of the law produce 
any difficulty in the preſent caſe, for as every man in the nation ſuſ- 
peects this perſon of the moſt enormous crimes, every man can od 
ſufficient arguments to juſtify his opinion. 

On all other occaſions, my Lords, public fame is allowed ſome 
weight; that any man is univerſally accounted wicked, will add 
ſtrength to the teſtimony brought againſt him for any particular 
offence ; and it is at leaſt a ſufficient reaſon for calling any man to 
examination that a crime is committed, and he is en en 
to be the author of it. 5 

That this is the ſtate of the ſa into. whoſe 1 the S 
mons are now enquiring, that he is cenſured. by every man in the 
kingdom, whoſe ſentiments are not repreſſed by viſible. influence, 
that he has no friends but thoſe who have ſold their integrity for the 
plunder of the public, and that all who are not enemies to their 
country, have, for many years, inceſſantly ſtruggled to drag him 
down from the pinnacle of power, and expoſe him to that puniſhment 
which he has ſo long deſerved, and fo long Vents is evident "gw 
nme. | 
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Let it not therefore be urged, my Lords, that there is no certainty 
of a crime which is proved to the conviction of every honeſt mind; 
let it not be ſaid that it is unreaſonable to ſuſpect this man, whom the 
voice of the people, a voice always to be reverenced, has ſo long 
condemned. e 85 

The method of procuring evidence againſt him by an act of in- 
demnity has been repreſented by the noble Lord as not agreeable to 
Juſtice or to law: in the knowledge of the law I am far from ima- 
gining myſelf able to contend with him ; but I think it may not be 
improper to obſerve, that a perſon of the higheft eminence in that 
profeflion, whoſe long ſtudy and great abilities give his deciſions an 
uncommon claim to authority and veneration, and who was always 
conſidered in this Houſe with the higheſt regard, appears to have e en- 
tertained a very different opinion. 

It was declared by him, without the leaf reſtriction, that all means 
were lawful whieh tended to the diſcovery of truth, and therefore the 
public may juſtly expect that extraordinary methods ſhould be uſed 
upon occaſions of uncommon importance. 

Nor does this expedient appear to me very remote from the daily 
practice of promiſing pardon to thieves, on condition that they will 
make diſcoveries by which their Ae, may be brought to 
juſtice. 

If we examine only PO equity of this „ without 19500 to 
the examples of former times, it appears to me eaſily defenſible; for 
what can be more rational than to break a confederacy of wretches 
combined for the deſtruction of the happineſs of mankind, by dividing 
their intereſt, and making uſe, for the public good, of that regard for 
their own —__ * has ſwallowed up MAT other eee of 
action? 5 | 

It is admitted that wicket 3 to rene and it is uni- 
verſally known that puniſhment muſt be preceded by detection; any 
method therefore that promotes the diſcovery of erimes . 1 con- 
fidered as advantageous to the public. 

As there is no wickedneſs of which the pernicious FOR | 
are more extenſive, there are none which ought more diligently to be 
prevented, or more ſeverely puniſhed, than that of thoſe men who 
have dared to abuſe the power which their country has put into their 
hands; but how they can be convicted by any other means than thoſe 
whlth are now propoſed, I confeſs myſelf unable t to * 3 for by 
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a very ſmall degree of artifice, a man inveſted with power may 
make every witneſs a partner of his guilt, and no man will be able 
to accuſe him, without betraying himſelf. In the preſent caſe it is 
evident, that the perſon of whoſe actions the bill now before us is 
deſigned to produce a more perfect diſcovery, has been combined 
with others in illegal meaſures, in meaſures which their oven ſecurity 
obliges them to conceal, and which therefore * intereſt of the 
public demands to be divulged. | 

That Paxton has diſtributed large ſums for ade which be 
dares not diſcover, we are informed by the reports of the ſecret com- 
mittee; and I ſuppoſe every body ſuſpects that they were diſtributed 
as rewards for ſervices which the nation thinks not very meritorious, 
and I believe no man will aſk what reaſon can be Alleged for ſuch 
ſuſpicions, | . 
But ſince it may be poſſbly ſuggeſted that Paxton expended theſe 

| ſums contrary to his maſter's direction, or without his knowledge, 
it may be demanded, whether ſuch an aſſertion would not be an ap- 
parent proof of a very criminal degree of negligence in a man in- 
truſted with the care of the public treaſure ? | 

Thus, my Lords, it appears in my opinion evident, chat either he 
has concurred in meaſures which his ſervile agent, the” mercenary 
tool of wickedneſs, is afraid to confeſs, or that he has ſtood hy neg- 
gent of his truſt, and ſuffered the treaſure of the nation to be ſquan- 
dered by the meaneſt wretches without account, ; 
| That the latter part of the accuſation is undoubtedly juſt, the 
report of the Commons cannot but convince us. It appears. that 
for near eight years, Paxton was ſo high in confidence, that no ac- 
count was demanded from him; he beſtowed penſions at pleaſure, | 
he was ſurrounded, like. his maſter, by his idolaters; and after the 
fatigue. of cringing in one place, had an opportunity of purchaſing 
with the taxes of the ane, we e of e in 
. . 

1 preſume, my Lords, that x no man dares aſſert foo. a Want 
neglect of ſo important an office, to be not criminal in a very high 
degree; to ſteal in private houſes that which is received in truſt, is 
felony by the ſtatutes of our country; and ſurely the wealth of the 
public ought not to be leſs ſecured than that of individuals, nor 
be ro he that connives at en to be e wah ware de than 
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Therefore, my Lords, as I cannot but approve of the bill, I move f 

that it may be read a ſecond time; and I hope the reaſons which 1 
have offered, when joined with others, which 1 expect to hear from 
Lords of a greater experience, knowledge and capacity, will induce 
your Lordſhips to be of the ſame opinion. 

Lord Hervey ſpoke next to this effect: My Lords, as the bill 
now before us is of a new kind, upon an occaſion no leſs new, I have 
endeavoured to beſtow upon it a proportionate degree of attention, 
and have conſidered it in all the lights in which I could place it; I 
have, in my imagination, connected with it all the circumſtances . | 
with which it is accompanied, and all the conſequences that it may 
produce either to the preſent age, or to futurity ; but the longer I re- 
fle& upon it, . the more firmly am I determined to oppoſe it ; nor has 
deliberation any other effect, than to croud my thoughts with new 
arguments againſt it, and to heighten diſlike to deteſtation. 

It muſh, my Lords, immediately occur to every man at the firſt 
mention of the method of proceeding now propoſed, that it is ſuch 
as nothing but extreme neceſſity can vindicate ; that the noble per- 
ſon againſt whom | it is contrived, muſt be a monſter burthenſome to 
the world; that his crimes muſt be at once public and enormous, 
and that he has been already condemned by all maxims of juſtice, 


though he has had the ſubtilty to eſcape by ſome unforeſeen defect in 


the forms of law. It might be imagined, my Lords, that there 
were the moſt evident marks of guilt i in the conduct of the man thus 
cenſured, that he fled from the juſtice of his country, that he had 
openly ſuborned witneſſes in his favour, or had by ſome artifice cer- 
tainly known, obſtructed the evidence that was to have been brought 
_ againſt him. It might at leaſt be reaſonably conceived, that his 
erimes were of ſuch a kind as might i in their own nature eaſily be 
| _ concealed, and that therefore ſome extraordinary meaſures were ne- 
| ceflary for the diſcovery of wickedneſs which ys out of the reach of 
common enquiry. Ee 
But, my Lords, none of theſe citcumſtances can be now alledged; 
"for there is no certainty of any crime committed, nor any appearance 
of conſciouſneſs or fear in the perſon accuſed, who ſets his enemies 
at defiance in full ſecurity, and declines no legal trial of his paſt _ 
actions; of which it ought to be obſerved, that they have by the na- 
ture of his employments been ſo public, that they may e he | 
examined without recourſe to a new law to facilitate diſcoveries, ,..” 
: * 4 | "The 
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The bill therefore is, my Lords, at leaſt unneceſſary, and an 7 1 


novation not neceſſary ought always to be rejected, becauſe no man 


can foreſee all the conſequences of new meaſures, or can know what 


evils they may create, or what ſubſequent changes they may intro- 
duce. The alteration of one part of a ſyſtem n mnie the 
alteration of another. 

But, my Lords, that there is no neceffity for this law now pro- 
poſed, is not the 13 argument that may be brought againſt it, 
for there is in reality a neceſſity that it ſhould be rejected. Juſtice 
and humanity are neceſſarily to be ſupported, without which no 
ſociety can ſubſiſt, nor the life or property of any man be enjoyed 


with ſecurity: and neither juſtice nor humanity can truly be ſaid to 
_ reſide, where a law. like this has met with approbation. 


My Lords, to proſecute any man by ſuch methods, is to over- 


bear him by the violence of power, to take from him all the ſecuri- 


ties of innocence, and diveſt him of all the means of ſelf-defence, 
It is to hire againſt him thoſe vrhoſe . teſtimonies ought not to be admit- 


ted, if they were voluntarily produced, and of which, ſurely, no- 
ting will be farther neceſſary to annihilate the validity, than to ob- 


ſerve that they are the depoſitions of men who are villains by their 
own confefion, and of whom the nation ſees, that they- may fave 


their lives by a bold accuſation, whether true or falſe, 


That the bill will indeed be effectual to the purpoſes deſigned, that 


i it will croud the courts of juſtice with evidence, and open ſcenes of 


wickedneſs never diſcovered before, I can readily believe; for I 


cannot imagine that any man who has expoſed his life by any flagrant 


crime, will miſs ſo fair an opportunity of ſaving it by another. I 


ſhall expect, my Lords, that villains of all denominations, who are 


now ſkulking in private retreats, who are eluding the officers of 


juſtice, or flying before the public purſuit of the country, will ſecure ' 


themſelves by this eaſy expedient ; ; and that houſebreakers, highway- 
men, and pickpockets, will come up in crouds to the bar, charge the 
Earl of Orford as their accomplice, : and plead this bill as a 0 — 
againſt all enquiry. * | 


That this ſuppoſition, however wild and 88 it may lm, 


may not be thought altogether chimerical, that it may appear with 


how little conſideration this bill has been drawn, and how eaſily it 


may be perverted to the patronage of wickedneſs, I will lay before 


ee luch a plea as may probably be produced by it. 
$ A man 
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1 15 beben the conſciouſneſs of murder has for ſome time kept 
in e _;nual terrors, may clear himſelf for ever, by alledging, that 
he was zn by the Earl of Orford to engage, with any cer- 
tain ſum, the vote or intereſt of the murdered perſon; that he took 
the opportunity of a ſolitary place to offer him the bribe, and pre- 
vail upon him to comply with his propoſals; but that finding him 
obſtinate and perverſe, filled with prejudices againſt a wiſe and juſt 
adminiſtration, and inclined to obſtruct the meaſures of the govern-- 
ment, he for ſome time expoſtulated with him; and being provoked 
by his contumelious repreſentations of the ſtate of affairs, he could 
no longer reſtrain the ardour of his loyalty, but thought it proper to 
remove from the world a man ſo much inclined to ſpread ſedition 
among the people; and that therefore finding the place Sue H 
he ſuddenly ruſhed upon him and cut his throat. | 

Thus, my Lords, might the murderer repreſent his 2 abs 
without any poſſibility of a legal confutation z thus might the moſt 
_ atrocious villainies e cenſure, by the RAN of n 
and cunning. . 

A bill like this, my Lords, i is nothing bc Gen a proſcriptlon; 
the head of a citizen is apparently ſet to ſale, and evidence is hired, 


by which the innocent and the guilty wy be deſtroyed with __ = 


facility. | 

It is apparent, my a ow: 5 Fa 2 this bill is pro- 8 
poſed, act upon the ſuppoſition that the noble perſon mentioned in 
it, is guilty of all thoſe crimes of which he is ſuſpected; a ſuppo- 
ſition, my Lords, which it is unjuſt to make, and to which neither 
reaſon, nor the 805 of our country, will you countenance or 
ſupport. 1 

I, my Lords, will mts more 1 ſuppoſe him innocent; I 
will ſuppoſe that he has, throughout all the years of his adminiſtra- 
tion, ſteadily proſecuted the beſt ends, by the beſt means; that if he 
has ſometimes been miſtaken or diſappointed, it has been neither by 
his negligence or ignorance, but by falſe intelligence, or accidents 
not to be foreſeen; and that he has never either ſacrificed his coun- 
try to private intereſt, or procured, by any illegal methods, the 
aſſiſtance and ſupport of the legiſlaturez and I will aſk your Lord- 
ſhips, whether, if this character be juſt, the bill ought to be paſſed, 
and e not . every man's cent en will inform him, chat it 


F 


' The 


* x * W LY 9 EN 1 2 
. \ x e f 5 
0 ; 5 5 * 
: R WS. : Sher: £ 
k 
5 bh, # 


nnr oO HCL baten 


The reaſon; my. Lords; for which it ought to be rejectt is Evi- 
dently this, that it may bring innocence into danger, But, hy Lords, 
every man before his trial is to be ſuppoſed innocent, and hetefots 

no man ought to be expoſed to the hazards of a trial, by which vir= 
tue and wickedneſs are reduced to a level. A bill like this ought to 
be marked out as the utmoſt effort of malice, as a ſpecies of cruelty 
never known before, and as a e of en which ou 
Houſe has cenſured, 4 
I did not, indeed, expect Bow thoſe who Kev ſo Was clamoured 
with inceſſant vehemence againſt the meaſures of the miniſtry, ſuch 
an open confeſſion of their own weakneſs. Nothing, my Lords, was ſo 
frequently urged, or ſo warmly exaggerated, as the impofſibility of 
procuring evidence againſt a man in power; nothing was more con- 
fidently aſſerted, than that his guilt would be eaſily proved when his 
authority was at an end; and that even his own agents would _ 
detect him, when they were no longer dependant upon his favour. - 

; The time, my Lords, fo long expected, and fo ardently deſired, 
js at length come ; this noble perſon whom they have ſo long iel 
with declamations, invectives, and general reproaches, has at length 

| reſigned thoſe offices which ſet him above puniſhment” or trial; he 

is gow without any other ſecurity than that by which every other 
man is ſheltered from oppreſſion, the public proteCtion of the laws 
of his country; but he is yet found impregnable, he is yet able to 
ſet His enemies at defiance; and they have therefore now, with great 
ſagacity, contrived a method by which he may be diveſted of the 
common privileges of a ſocial being, and may be und like a wild 
beaſt, without defence, and without pity. ; | 

Where, my Lords, can it be expected that malice like this will 

-F Find an end! Is it not reaſonable to imagine that if they ſhould be 
ratified in this demand, and ſhould find even this expedient baffled 
by the abilities which they have ſo often encountered without ſuc- 

ceſs, they would proceed to meaſures yet more atrocious, and puniſh 
bim without evidence, whom they call to a trial without a crime. 

It has been obſerved by the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, that there 
are crimes mentioned in the report of the Secret Committee of the 
Houſe of Commons, or that at leaſt ſuch facts are aſſerted in it, 
that an accuſation may by eaſy deductions be formed from them. 
The report of that committee, my Lords, with whatever venera- 
tion it may be mentioned, by. thoſe whoſe purpoſes it happens to 


- | | | favour, 
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favour, or of whatever importance it may be in the other Houſe, is | 


here nothing but a pamphlet not to be regarded as an evidence, or 
quoted as a writing of authority. It is only an account of facts of 


which we know not how they were collected, and which every one 
may admit or reject at his own choice, till they are aſcertained by 


proper evidence at our own bar, and which therefore —_— not to 
influence our opinion in the preſent debate. | | 


Nor is the bill, my Lords, only founded upon ak incon- 
ſiſtent with the conſtitution of this nation, apparently tending to the 
introduction. of a new ſpecies of oppreſhon, but is in itſelf ſuch as 


cannot be ratified without injury to the honour of this great 
Aſſembly, _ 


In examining the vil, my - Lords I think it not neceſſary to dwell 


upon the more minute and trivial defects of the orthography and ex- 
preſſion, though they are ſuch as might juitly give occaſion for 


tuſpecting that they by whom it was written, were no leſs ſtrangers 


to our language than to our conſtitution. There are errors or 


falſhoods which it more nearly concerns us to detect, and to which 


we cannot give any ſanction, without an evident an of our 
own authority, +» | 

It declares, my Lords, that there is now an enquiry depending 
beforaube Senate, an aſſertion evidently falſe, for the enquiry is only 
before the Commons. Whether this was inſerted by miſtake or 
deſign, whether it was intended to inſinuate that the whole ſenatorial 


power was compriſed in the Houſe of Commons, or to perſuade the 


nation that your Lordſhips concurred with them in this enquiry, it 
is not poflible to determine; but ſince it is falſe in either ſenſe, it 
ought not to receive our confirmation. 

If we ſhould paſs. the bill in its preſent late, we ſhould pat oy 


declare our approbation of the meaſures hitherto purſued by the 


Commons, by which it has been already. proved, by the noble and 


learned Lord who ſpoke firſt againſt the bill, that they have not only 


violated the. law, but invaded the privileges: of this Houſe, We 


ſhould not only: eſtabliſh for ever .in a committee of the Houſe of 
Commons, the power of examining upon oath by an eluſive and 
equivocatory expedient, but we ſhould in effect vote away our own 
exiſtence, give up at once all authority in the government, and 


grant them an unlimited power, by acknowledging them the Senate, 


ap acknowledgment which Os in a very ſhort time be quoted 
againſt 
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againſt us, and from which it would not be a for us to eee 
ourſelves. 
It has indeed been e that there is 2 _ ſum' of money 


| diſburſed without account, and the public is repreſented as appa- 


rently injured, either by fraud or negligence ;' but it is not remem- 
bered that none but his Majeſty has a right to enquire into the diſ- 
tribution of the revenue appropriated to the ſupport of his family and 


dignity, and the payment of his fervants, and which therefore cannot 


with any degree be called public money, or fall under the cogniſance 


of thoſe whom it concerns to inſpe& the national accounts. Either 


the civil lift muſt be exempt from enquiries, or his Majeſty muſt be 


reduced to a ſtate below that of the meaneſt of his ſubjects; he can 
enjoy neither freedom or property, and muſt be debarred for ever 


from thoſe W which he is APA lbouring: to ſecure to 
others. 
There is likewiſe 3 DOSY THEN Bi which my ound for he ' 


honour of this Aſſembly ſuggeſted to me, and of which I doubt not 


but that all your Lordſhips will allow the importance. The noble 
perſon who is pointed out in this bill as a public criminal, and whom 
all the villains of the kingdom are invited to accuſe, is inveſted with 
the ſame honours as ourſelves, and has a ſon who has for many years 


poſſeſſed a ſeat amongſt us; let us not therefore concur with the 
Commons to load our own Houſe with infamy, and to ee 


reproach, which will at laſt fix upon ourſelves. 
Innumerable are the objections, my Lords, which night yet be 


urged, and urged without any poſſibility of reply; but as I have al- 
 - ready been heard with ſo much patience, I think what has been al- 

ready mentioned ſufficient to determine the queſtion: and as I doubt 
| mot but the other defects and abſurdities will be obſerved, if it be 
_ neceſſary, by ſome other Lords, I ſhall preſume only to add, that as 


the bill appears to me contrary to the laws of this nation, ta the 
common juſtice of ſociety, and to the general reaſon of mankind, 
as it muſt naturally eftabliſh a precedent of oppreſſion, and confirm 
a ſpecies of authority in the other Houſe which was either never 


claimed before, or always denied; as I think the moſt notorious and 


public criminal ought not to be deprived of that method of defence 
which the eſtabliſhed cuſtoms of our country allow him, and believe 


the perſon mentioned in this bill to deſerve rather applauſes and re- 
OY than cenſures and W I think myſelf obliged to op+ 


_ polg 
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3 
poſe it, and hope to find your Lordſhips unanimous in the fame 


opinion. 


Then the Duke of .ARGYLE 6 in ſubſtance as jellies: — 
My Lords, whatever may be the fate of this queſtion, I have little 
hope that it will be unanimouſly decided, becauſe I have reaſon to 
fear that ſome Lords have conceived prejudices againſt the bill, which 
hinder them from diſcovering either its reaſonableneſs or its neceſlity z 
and am convinced that others-who approve the bill, can ſupport their 
opinion by arguments from VT as they cannot be confuted, they 
never will recede. f 

Thoſe arguments which have De” my opinion, I will lay be⸗ 
fore your Lordſhips, and doubt not of ſhewing that I am very far 
from giving way to perſonal malice, or the prejudices of oppoſi- 
tion; and that I regard only the voice of CY and the call 4 
the nation. 

Calmneſs and impartiality, my La have been with 0 pro- 
priety recommended to us by the noble Lord who ſpoke firſt in this 
debate; and I hope he will diſcover by the moderation with which 1 
ſhall deliver my ſentiments on this occaſion, how much 1 reverence 
his precepts, and how willingly I yield to his authority. 

I am at leaſt certain, that I have hitherto liſtened to the argu- 
ments that have been offered on either ſide with an attention void of 
prejudice ; I have repreſſed no motions of conviction, nor abſtracted 
my mind from any difficulty, to avoid the labour of ſolving it: I 
have been ſolicitous to ſurvey every poſition in its whole extent, and 
trace it to its remoteſt conſequences; I have afliſted the arguments 
againſt the bill by favourable ſuppoſitions, and imaginary circum=- 
ſtances, and have endeavoured to diveſt my own opinion of ſome 
appendant and accidental advantages, that I might view it in a ſtate 
leſs likely to attract regard; and yet I cannot find any reaſon by 
which I could juſtify myſelf to my country or my conſcience, if 1 
ſhould: concur in panting this bill, or On not- 1 to 
promote it. 

I am not unzcquainted, my Lordey with the difficulties thaw ob- 
ſtruct the knowledge of our own hearts, and cannot deny that incli- 
nation may be ſometimes miſtaken for conviction; and men even 
wiſe and honeſt, may imagine themſelves to believe: what, in reality, 
they only wiſh : but this, my Lords, can only happen for want of 
attention, or on ſudden a pr. when it is * to deter- 

mine 
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againſt us, and from which it would not be eaſy for us to enen 
ourſelves. 972 

It has indeed been ben that hve: is A _ ſum of money 
_ diſburſed without account, and the public is repreſented as appa- | 
rently injured, either by fraud or negligence ; but it is not remem- 
bered that none but his Majeſty has a right to enquire into the diſ- 
tribution of the revenue appropriated to the ſupport of his family and 
dignity, and the payment of his ſervants, and which therefore cannot 
with any degree be called public money, or fall under the cogniſance 
of thoſe whom it concerns to inſpect the national accounts. Either 
tze civil lift muſt be exempt from enquiries, or his Majeſty muſt be 
reduced to a ſtate below that of the meaneſt of his ſubjects; he can 
enjoy neither freedom or property, and muſt be debarred for ever 
from thoſe . which he is inceilantly en to ſecure to 
others. 

There is likewiſe 8 en which mr 3 for the 
honour of this Aſſembly ſuggeſted to me, and of which I doubt not 
but that all your Lordſhips will allow the importance. The noble 
perſon who is pointed out in this bill as a public criminal, and whom 
all the villains of the kingdom are invited to accuſe, is inveſted with 
the ſame honours as ourſelves, and has a ſon who has for many years 
poſſeſſed a feat amongſt us; let us not therefore concur with the 
Commons to load our own Houſe with infamy, and to propagate 
reproach, which will at laſt fix upon ourſelves. | 

Innumerable are the objections, my Lords, which might yet be 
urged, and urged without any poſſibility of reply; but as I have al- 
ready been heard with ſo much patience, I think what has been al- 
ready mentioned ſufficient to determine the queſtion: and as I doubt 

not but the other defects and abſurdities will be obſerved, if it be 

| neceſſary, by ſome other Lords, I ſhall preſume only to add, that as 
the bill appears to me contrary to the laws of this nation, ta the 
common juſtice of ſociety, and to the general reaſon of mankind, 
as it muſt naturally eſtabliſh a precedent of oppreſſion, and confirm 
a ſpecies of authority in the other Houſe which was either never 
| claimed before, or always denied; as I think the moſt notorious and 
public criminal ought not to be deprived of that method of defence 
which the eſtabliſhed cuſtoms of our country allow him, and believe 
the perſon mentioned in this bill to deſerve rather applauſes and re- 
| _ than cenſures and . n __ obliged to op- 
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poſe it, and hope to find your Lordſhips unanimous in the ſame 
opinion. 

Then the, Duke of ARGYLE fred; in ſubſtance As 6 
My Lords, whatever may be the fate of this queſtion, I have little 
hope that it will be unanimouſly decided, becauſe I have reaſon to 


fear that ſome Lords have conceived prejudices againſt the bill, which 


hinder them from diſcovering either its reaſonableneſs or its neceſſity; 


and am convinced that others who approve the bill, can ſupport their 


15 opinion by arguments from n as aſhes cannot be cenſure pe 
never will recede. 


Thoſe arguments which have . my opinion, 1 will lay 10 | 


fore your Lordſhips, and doubt not of ſhewing that J am very far 
from giving way to perſonal malice, or the prejudices of oppoſi- 
tion; and that I regard g the voice of N and oc call * 
the nation. 

Calmneſs and e my Bed, have been with great pro- 
priety recommended to us by the noble Lord who ſpoke firſt in this 
debate; and J hope he will diſcover by the moderation with which 1 
ſhall deliver my ſentiments on this occaſion, how much I reverence 
his precepts, and how willingly I yield to his authority. 


I am at leaſt certain, that I have hitherto liſtened to the e 
ments that have been offered on either ſide with an attention void of 
prejudice; I have repreſſed no motions of conviction, nor abſtracted 
my mind from any difficulty, to avoid the labour of ſolving it: L 


have been ſolicitous to ſurvey every poſition in its whole extent, and 
trace it to its remoteſt conſequences; I have aſſiſted the arguments 
againſt the bill by favourable ſuppoſitions, and imaginary circum- 
ſtances, and have endeavoured to diveſt my own opinion of ſome 
appendant and accidental advantages, that I might view it in a ſtate 


leſs likely to attract regard; and yet I cannot find any reaſon by 


which I could juſtify myſelf to my country or my conſcience, if I 


ſhould. concur in TR this 12 or e not u nas to 


promote 8 
I am not e my ew with the difficulties der ob- 


ſtruct the knowledge of our own hearts, and eannot deny that incli- 


nation may be ſometimes - miſtaken for conviction ; and men even 
wiſe and honeſt, may imagine themſelves to bene what, in reality, 
they only wiſh : but this, my Lords, can only happen for want of 
ts or on ſudden emergencies, when it is 3 to deter- 
| | mine 
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mine with little conſideration, while the beben have not yet time Re 
to ſubſide, and reaſon is yet ſtruggling with the emotions of deſire. 
In other circumſtances, my Lords, I am convinced that no man 
impoſes on himſelf without conniving at the fraud, without conſciouſ- 
neſs that he admits an opinion which he has nat well examined, and 
without conſulting indolence rather than reaſon; and therefore, my 
Lords, I can with confidence affirm, that I now declare my real opi- 
nion, and that if I err, Terr only for want of abilities to diſcover the 
truth; and hope it will appear to your Lordſhips, that I have been 
miſled at leaſt by ſpecious arguments, and deceived by fallacious ap- 
nn which it is no reproach not to have been able to detect. 
It will, my Lords, be granted, I ſuppoſe, without heſitation, that 
the law is conſiſtent with itſelf; that it never at the ſame time com- 
mands and prohibits the ſame action, that it cannot be at once vio- 
lated and obſerved. From thence it will inevitably follow, that where 
the circumſtances of any tranſaction are ſuch, that the principles of 
that law by which it is cogniſable are oppoſite to each other, ſome 
expedients may be found-by which theſe circumſtances may be altered. 
Otherwiſe a ſubtle or powerful delinquent will always find ſhelter in 
ambiguities, and the law will remain. . a a balance 1 
equally on each ſide. | | e 8 
On the preſent occaſion, my Lords, 1 pronounce with the utmoſt 
confidence, as a maxim of indubitable certainty, that the public bar 
aà claim to every man's evidence, and that no man can plead exemption 
from this duty to his country. But thoſe whom falſe gratitude, or 
contracted notions of their own intereſt, or fear of being entangled 
in the ſnares of examination, prompt to diſappoint the juſtice of the 
public, urge with equal vehemence, and indeed with equal truth, 
that ns man is obliged to accuſe himſelf, and that the conſtitution of 
Britain allows no man's evidence to be extorted from dann to his own 
deftruction. _ 1 
Thus, my . two of the firſt elne n of the Britiſh law, 
though maxims equally important, equally certain, and equally to 
be preſerved from the leaſt appearance of violation, are contra- 
dictory to each other, and neither can bbs _ nn. neither © can 
be infringed. | 5 
How then, my Lands. is this cle to be i e "wid | 
the neceſſity avoided of breaking the law. on one ſide or the other, 


* 
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N bot HG DG now propoſed, of ſetting thoſe 'whoſe evidence is 
- required, free from the danger which they may incur by giving it. 

The end of the law is the redreſs of wrong, the protection of ee 
and the preſervation of happineſs; and the Ns is ſo far imperfect as 
it fails to produce the end for which it is inſtituted; and where 
any imperfection is diſcovered, it is the province on the Why 
to ſupply it. | Coe UT 1 m9 | 

By. the experience, my . bs _ one generation after another, 
by the continued application of ſucceſſive ages, was our law brought 
to its preſent accuracy. As new combinations of circumitances, or 
unforeſeen artifices gf evaſion, diſcovered to our anceſtors the inſuf- 
ficiency of former proviſions, new expedients were invented ; and as 
wickedneſs. improved its ta the law OOO Its PO at 
extended its vigilance. 

If I ſhould, therefore, allow, what bs been urged, "hat there is no 
precedent of a bill like this, what can be inferred from it, but that 
wickedneſs has found a ſhelter that was never diſcovered. before, and 
which muſt be forced; by a new method of attack? And what then 
are wg required to d more than has been always done by our an- 
ceſtors, on a thouſand occaſions of far leſs importance ? 

I know not, my Lords, whether it be poſſible to imagine an emer- 
gence. that can more evidently require the interpoſition of the legiſ- 
lative power, than this which is now propoſed to your conſideration. 
The nation has been betrayed in, peace, and diſgraced in war; the 
conſtitution has been openly invaded, the votes of the Commons ſet 
publicly to ſale, the treaſures of the public have been ſquandered to 
purchaſe ſecurity to thoſe by whom it was oppreſſed, the people are 
exaſperated to madneſs, the Commons have begun the enquiry tbat 
has been for more than twenty years demanded and eluded, and 
juſtice is on A Judges. VINE retarded by the deficiency of the 
laws. ... 

. my 1 Few is an e that may Juſtify the exertion 
of unuſual powers, and yet nothing either new or unuſual is required; 
for the bill now propoſed may be ſupported both by precedents of 

occaſional. laws, and parallel ſtatutes of laſting obligation. 

When frauds have been committed by the agents of trading 

5 companies, bills of indemnity to thoſe by 'whom any diſcoveries 
ſhould be made, have been propofed and paſſed without any of thoſe 
dreadful conſequences which ſome noble Lords have foreſeen in this. 


a I have 
8 
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1 have never heard that any man was ſo ſtupid as | to miſtake fre "a il 
for a general act of grace, or that the confeſſion of any crimes was 
procured by it, except of thoſe which it was intended to detect; - 
have never been informed, that any murderer was bleſſed with the 
acuteneſs of the noble Lord, or thought of flying to ſuch an act as 
to a common ſhelter for villainy. Such ſuppolitions, my Lords, can 
be intended only to prolong a controverſy and weary an opponent ; 
nor can ſuch trifling exaggeratiops contribute to any other end, than 
of diſcovering the fertility of imagination, and the exuberance. of 
eloquence. | 
For my baut, my 3 I think ee _ er equally 
eulpable in a debate like this; and cannot forbear to recommend 
ſeriouſneſs and attention, with the ſame zeal, with which moderation 
and impartiality have already been inculcated. He that entirely diſ- 
regards the queſtion in debate, who thinks it too trivial for a ſerious 
diſcuſſion, and ſpeaks upon it with the ſame ſuperficial gaiety with 
which he would relate the change of a faſhion, or the incidents of a 
ball, is not very likely, either to diſcover or propagate the truth; 
and is leſs to be pardoned, than he who is betrayed by paſſion into 
abſurdities, as it is leſs criminal e enn by oy than 
by contempt. 
That bills, without any eſſential Agence from that which i is now 
before us, have been paſſed in favour of private companies, is indiſ- 
putably certain; it is certain that they never produced any other 
effect, than ſuch as were expected from them by thoſe who promoted 
them. It is evident, that the welfare of the nation is more worthy 
ol our regard than any ſeparate company ; that the whole, of more 
importance than a part; and therefore the ſame meaſures may be now 
uſed with far greater juſtice, and with equal probability of ſucceſs. 
The neceflity of the law: now propoſed, my Lords, cannot more 
plainly-appear, than by reflecting on the abſurdity of the pleas made 
uſe of for refuſing it, which, confidered in the whole, contain only 
this aſſertion, That the ſecurity of one man is to be preferred to - 
| Juſtice, to truth, to public felicity ; that a precedent is rather to be 
eſtabliſhed, which will for ever ſhelter every future miniſter from the 
laws of our country; and that all our miſeries are rather to be'borne 
in ſilence, or lamented in impotence, than the man, whom the 
whole nation . to-accuſe 23 the author of them, ſhould be ex- 
5 "Py 
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| poſed. [to the hazard of a trial, even. before. thoſe whom every tie of 
intereſt and long continued affection has united to him, - ; 
It is indeed objected, that by paſſing this bill, we ſhall _ 7 the - 
authority of trying him to. the other Houſe ; that. we ſhall .give up, 


our privileges for ever, erect a new court of eee and derten f 
the conſtitution. 


I haye-long obſerved, my 1 how: yain it is to argue 0 FR 


thoſe whoſe reſolutions are determined by extrinſic motives, and have. 5 
been long acquainted with the art of diſguiſing obſtinacy, by an ap- 
pearance of reaſons that have no weight, eyen in the opinion of him 
by whom they are offered, and of raiſing clouds of objections, which, 
by the firſt reply, will certainly be diflipated, but which, at leaſt, fill 

the mouth for a time, and preſerve the diſputant from the reproach 
of adhering to an ne, in vindication of which he had potting. 
to ſay. i 
Of this kind is the che den es 1 am now to remove, 1 
I remove it only to make way for another, for thoſe can never be 
ſilenced who can ſatisfy themſelves with arguments. like this; how- 
ever, thoſe that offer it expect it ſhould be anſwered, and if it ſhould 
be paſſed over in the debate, will boaſt of its irrefragability, and 
imagine that they have gained the victory by t the ſuperiority of their 1 
abilities, rather than of their numbers. . 

That we ſhall, by paſſing this bill, give the S a power 
| which they want at preſent, is unqueſtionably evident ; but we ſhall 
only retrieve that which they were never known to want before, the 
power of producing evidence; evidence which we, my Lords, muſt 
hear, and of whoſe teſtimonies we ſhall reſerve the judgment to our- 
ſelves... The Commons will only act as proſecutors, a character in 
which they were ne yer conceived to encroach upon our right. The 
man whoſe conduct is the ſubject of enquiry, muſt ſtand his trial at 
our bar; nor has the bill any other tendency, than to enable the 
Commons to bring Hem 8 I 

What can be alledged againſt. this deſign I — not; becauſe I 85 
can diſcover no objections which do not imply guilt, and guilt we are 
not yet at liberty to ſuppoſe. I am ſo far from prefling this bill from 
any motives of perſonal malevolence, that L. am only doing, in the 
caſe of the miniſter, what 1 ſhould ardently defire to be done in my 
own, and what no man would wil to ae who was ſupported . 
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by a cönſcidufneſs of integrity, and ſtimulated by that boneft ſenſe erf 
reputation which T have always found the concomitant of innocence. 


1 hope 1 ſhall be readily believed by your Lordfhips, when] aſſert 
once more, that I {ould not only forbear all oppoſition to a bill in- 


tended to produce a ſcrutiny into my conduct, but that 1 ſhould pro- 


mote it with all my intereſt, and ſolicit all my friends to expedite 
and ſupport it; for there was once à time, my Lords, in which my 
behaviour was brought to the teſt, a time when no expedient was 


forgotten by which I might be oppreffed, nor any method unite to 


procure accuſations againſt me. 

Whether the preſent caſe in every circumſtance wil ſtand eviety 
parallel to mine, I am very far from preſuming to determine. I had 
ſerved my country with induſtry, fidelity and futcefs, and had received 
the iNuftrious teſtimony of my conduct, che public thanks of this 
Houſe, I was conſcious of no crime, nor had gratified in my fer- 
vices any other pation than my zeal for the public. I faw myſelf 
ignominiouſly diſcarded, and attacked by every method of calumny 


and reptoach. Nor was the malice of my enemies fatisfied with de- 
ſtroying my reputation without impairing my fortune: for this pur- 


poſe a proſecution was projected, a wretch was found out who en- 
gaged to accuſe me, and received his pardon for ne other purpoſe; 
nor did I make any oppoſition to it in this Houſe, though I knew the 
intent with which it was procured, and was informed that part of 
my eſtate was alotted him to harden his heart, and ſtrengthen his 
aſſertions” 

This, my EY is WY a te which 1 have a Hotir to 
quote, and which will vindicate me to your Lordfhips from the im- 
putation of partiality and malignity; fince it is apparent, that I do 
only in the caſe of another, what 1 willingly ſubmitted to, When an 
enquiry was making into my conduct. 

But, my Lords, this is far from being the only precedent which 
may be pleaded in favour of this bill; a bill which in reality concurs 


with the general and regular practice of the eſtabliſhed law, às will 
appear to every one that compares it with the eighth ſeckion of the 


Act for preventing Bribery; ; in which it is eſtabliſhed as a perpetual 
law, that he who, having taken a bribe, mall, within twelve months, 
inform againſt him that gave it, ſhall be received às an evidence, and 
* indemnified from 15 the e of his . f 
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- T6' theſe arguments of reaſon and precedent, I will add one of a 
more prevalent kind, drawn from motives of intereſt, which ſurely 
would direct our miniſters to favour the enquiry, and promote every 


_ expedient that might produce a complete diſcuſſion of the public 


affairs; fince they would ſhew,. that they are not afraid of the moſt 
rigorous ſcrutiny, and are above any fears that the precedent which | 
they are now eſtabliſhing may revolve upon themſelves.  - 
To elude: the ratification of this bill, it was at firſt urged: that 
there was no proof of any crime z and when it was ſhewn, that there 
was an apparent miſapplication of the public money, it became neceſ- 


ſary to determine upon a more hardy aſſertion, and to ſilence malicious 


reaſoners, by ſhewirig them how little their arguments would be 


regarded. It then was denied, with a ſpirit wean of the cu is 


which it was exerted; that the civil lift was public money. 

Diſputants like theſe, my Lords, are not born to be confuted; it 
would be to little. purpoſe that apy. man ſhould. aſk, whether the 
money allotted for the civil lift was not granted by the public, and 
whether public grants did not produce. public money; it would be 
without any effect, that the uſes for which that grant is made ſhould 
be enumerated, and the miſapplication of it openly proved. 3 a diſ- 
tinction, or at leaſt a negative would be always at had, * obſtinacy 


and intereſt would turn argument aſide. 


Upon what principles, my Lords, we te call out or A e 
of erimes, and proceed in the debate as if no juſt reaſon of ſuſpicion 


had appeared, I am not able to conjecture; here is, in my opinion, 


if not demonſtrative proof, yet the ſtrongeſt preſumption of one of 


the greateſt crimes, of which any man can be guilty, the propagation 


of wickedneſs, of the moſt atrocious breach of truſt which can be 
charged upon a Britiſh ds a Keller ems for the bene 
of his country. 

Of theſe enormous. villainies, a difficult it may. now robs 
to diſengage him from them, I hope we ſhall ſee reaſon to acquit him 


at the bar of this Houſe, at which, if he be innocent, he ought to 
| be. deſirous of appearing ;. nor do his friends conſult his honour, by 


endeayouring to withhold him from it; if they, indeed, believe him 
guilty, they may then eaſily. juſtify their conduct to him, but the 


world will, perhaps, require a more public vindication. 


| Theſe, my Lords, are the arguments which have influeaced me 


hitherto t@ approve the bil naw. before Ge and -which will continue 


2 their 
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their prevalence, till I ſhall hear them confuted; and ſurely if they 


are not altogether unanſwerable, they are ſurely of ſo much impor- 


tance, that the bill for which they have been produced, muſt be al- 
lowed to deſerve at leaſt a deliberate examination, and may very | 


juſtly be referred to a committee, in which ene may. be. re- 
moved, and inadvertencies corrected. 


Lord CHoLMONDELEY ſpoke next to the llowing Ns + — 


My Lords, This bill is in my opinion ſo far from deſerving appro- 
bation, that I am in doubt whether I ſhould retard the determination 
of the Houſe, by laying before you the reaſons which influence me 


in this debate; nor indeed could I prevail upon myſelf to enter into 


a formal diſcuſſion of a queſtion, on which I ſhould have imagined 
chat all mankind would have been of one opinion, did not my reve- 


rence of the abilities of thoſe noble Lords who have ſpoken in defence 


of the bill, incline me, even againſt the conviction of my own reaſon, 
to ſuſpect that arguments may be offered in its favour, which I have 


not yet been able to diſcover z and that thoſe which have been pro- 
duced, however inconcluſive they have ſeemed, will operate more 


Pon y when they are more fully diſplayed, and better underſtood. ' 
For this reaſon I ſhall lay before your Lordſhips the objections 


which aroſe in my mind when the bill was firſt laid before us, and 


which have rather been e n invalidated by the fabſe- 


_ debate, | 
It appears, my Lands eviderit to me, that every man has a right 
to be tried by the known laws of his country; that no man can be 


juſtly puniſhed by a law made after'the commiſſion of a faQ, becauſe 


he then ſuffers by a law, againſt which he never tranſgreſſed; nor is 


any man to be proſecuted by methods invented only to facilitate his 
condemnation, becauſe he ought to be acquitted, however guilty he 


& oh 


may be ſuppoſed, whom the eſtabliſhed rules of juſtice cannot cons 


vict. The law, my Lords, is the meaſure of political, as conſcience 
of moral right; and he that breaks no law, may indeed be criminal, 


but is not puniſhable. The law likewiſe preſcribes the method of 


proſecuting guilt; and as we, by omitting any crime in our laws, 


difable ourſelves from puniſhing it, however public or flagrant, fo 
by regulating the proceſs in our courts of juſtice, we me e oh to 
| that guilt, which by that proceſs cannot be detectee. 


| Thetruth of this aſſertion, my Lords, however paradoxical i it may 


RR * will become crime if we . a man brou ght = 
1 5 


INDEMNIFYING EVIDENCE. 149 


the Fer, whoſe guilt was. unqueſtionable, though it could not be 
legally proved, becauſe all thoſe were dead who might have appeared 
againſt him. It is certain that his good fortune would give him-no 
claim to pardon, and yet he could not be convicted, unleſs we ſup- 
poſe him weak enough to accuſe himſelf. In this caſe, my Lords, 
it is not impoſlible, that ſome might be prompted by their zeal to 
| propoſe, that the foreign methods of juſtice might be introduced, and 

| the rack employed to extort from his own mouth a confeſſion of thoſe 
| crimes of which every. one believed him guilty.. "1s 

With what horror, my Lords, ſuch a propolal would be heard, 
= how loudly i it would be cenſured, and how univerſally rejected, I need 
not ſay; but muſt obſerve, that, in my opinion, the deteſtation would 
ariſe principally from a ſenſe of the injuſtice of expoſing any man to 
peculiar hardſhips, and diſtinguiſhing him to his Hs De from 
the reſt of the community. | 

It will, my Lords, not be eaſy to prove, that it is leſs 9 to 
juſtice to oblige a man to accuſe himſelf, than to make uſe of ex- 
traordinary methods of procuring evidence againſt him; becauſe the 
barriers of ſecurity which the law has fixed are equally broken in 
either eaſe, and the accuſed is expoſed to dangers, from which he 
had reaſon to believe himſelf ſheltered by the conſtitution of his 
country. 
This argument, my Aw: I have „ without 1 e 
ing to evince the innocence of the perſon whom this bill immediately 
regards; becauſe the intent of it is to ſhew, that no man is to be 
deprived of the common benefits of the conſtitution, and that the 
guilty have a right to all the advantages which the law allows them, 
For guilt is never to be ſuppoſed till it is proved, and it is therefore 
never to be proved by new methods, merely becauſe it is ſuppoſed. 
© bus the method of procuring evidence now propoſed is new, my 
Lords, I think it no temerity to conclude z, becauſe the noble Lords 
who have endeavoured to defend it, have produced no inſtance of a 
parallel practicę, and their knowledge and acuteneſs is ſuch, that they 
can only haye failed to diſcover . becauſe ** are * no 
where to. be found, | | 
In the caſe of bribery, my 13 the perſon 1 has the 
privilege, if he be innocent, of proſecuting his accuſer for perjury, 
and is therefore i in leſs danger of being harraſſed by a falſe indictment. 
But, Li Lords, chis is not the only difference between the two 
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: for he that diſcovers a bribe received by himſelf, has no 
e of intereſt to prompt his evidence; he is only ſecured from 
ſuffering by his own diſcovery, and might have been equally ſafe by 
ſilence andecrecy; fince the law ſuppoſes the crime out of the reach 
of detection, otherwiſe than by the confeſſion of the criminal, 


Hut far different, my Lords, are the circumftanices of thoſe who 


are now invited to throng the courts of juſtice, and ſtun us with 


depoſitions and diſcoveries. They are men ſuppoſed criminal by the 
indemnity which is offered them ; and by the nature of their crimes 


it is made at leaft probable, that they arc in daily hazard of diſcovery ; 3 


and puniſhment, from which they are ſummoned to ſet themlelves 


free for ever, by accufing a man of whom it has not been yo provel 


that he can legally be called to a trial. 
Fhus, my Lords, in the law which the noble Duke has men- 


| tioned as a precedent for this bill, the accuſer is only placed in a 


kind of equilibrium, equally ſecure from puniſhment, by filence or 
by information, in hope that the love of truth and Juſtice will turn the 
balance; in the bill now before us the witneſs is in continual danger 
by withholding his evidence, and is reſtored to perfect fafety by be- 


coming an accuſer, and from making diſcoveries, wither true or 


falſe, has every thing to hope and nothing to fear. 

The neceſſity of puniſhing wickedneſs has been urged WR 
ſtrength; it has been unanſwerably ſhewn, by the advocates for this 
bill, that vindictive juſtice i is of the higheſt importance to the happineſs 
of the public, and that thoſe who may be ho hah with impunity, are 
in reality denied the benefits of ſociety, and can be ſaid to live in the 
ſtate of e nature, in which the 0 muſt Pry 1 age the 


This, my Lords, has been urged with all the apf zarance of con- 

viction and ſincerity, and yet has been urged by thoſe who are pro- 

viding a ſhelter for the moſt enormous villainies, and enabling men 
who have violated every precept 'of law and virtue, to bid defiance 


: juſtice, and to ſit at eaſe in the enjoyment of their acquiſitions, 


And what, my Lords, is the condition, upon which wickedneſs 
is to be ſet free from terror, upon which national juſtice is to be diſ- 


armed, and the betrayers of public counſels, or the plunderers of pub. 


lic treaſure, qualified for new truſts, and ſet on a level with un- 


tainted fidelity? A condition, my Lords, which wretches like theſe 


wil wy OY accept, the 8 derts of information and of perjury. 
They 
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nt evidence againſt a man marked out 
for deſtruction, and the guilt of partaking in his crimes is to be 
 effaced by the merit of concurring in bis ruin, 
It has indeed been a method of detection, foals ben! 25 
azaind .hauſe-breakers and highwaymen, to proclaim a pardon for 
him that ſhall convict his aceomplices; but ſurely, my Lords, this 
practice will not in the preſent queſtion be mentioned as a precedent. 
Surely. it will not be thought equitable to leye] with felony, and with 
thieves, a perſon diſtinguiſhed by his rank, bis employments, bis 
abilities, and his ſervices ; a perfon, whoſe loyalty to his Sovereign 
has never deen called in queſtion, and whoſe fidelity to his Sountey a 
has at leaſt never been diſproved. 
Theſe are meaſures, my Lords, which I hape Four Lordſhips Will 
never concur to promote; meaſures not ſupported either by law ar 
Juſtice, or enforced by any cxigence of affairs, but dictated by perſe- 
cution, malice and revenge; meaſures by which the guilty and the 
innocent may he deſtroyed with equal facility, and which muſt there- 
fore tend to-cacourage wickednels as they er the epray of 
virtue. n | 
Lord Carreret * roſe, and ſpoke to che following effect; — 
My Lords, I have ſo long honoured the abil ties, and fo often con- 
eurred with the opinion of the noble Lord who began the debate, 
that I cannot without unuſual concern, riſe up pow to ſpeak in op- 
poſition to him; nor could any other principle ſupport me under the 
apparent diſadvantage, of a conteſt fo unequal, but the conſciouſneſs 
ef upright intentions, and the concurrence of the whole nation, 
I cannot but conſider myſelf on this occaſion, my Lords, as the 
ar of the people of Britain, who, 5 x continugd oppreſſions, 
loſſes, and indignities, after having been plundered and ridiculet. 
harraſſed and inſulted for complaining, have at length flattered them- 
{elves that they ſhould have an opportunity of appealing to our bar for 
juſſice, and of ſecuring themſelves from future injuries, by the 
puniſhment of thoſe that had ſo long triumphed in their guilt, pro- 
elaimed their defiance of juſtice, and declared that the am were 
made only for their feeurity, 
The expectations of the people {WE . clans by the unex- 
peed obſtinacy of the agents of wickedneſs, by a plea that was 
never made ule of for the ſame purpoſe . Agpint which the 
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known laws of the nation have provided no remedy, and We your 
Lordſhips are therefore now called upon to overthrow. e 

That the nation calls loudly for an enquiry, that the mifapplienion 
of the public treaſure is univerſally ſuſpected, and that the perſon 
mentioned in the bill is believed to be the chief author of that. miſ- 
application; that at leaſt thoſe who have ſquandered it have acted by 
his authority, and been admitted to truſt by his recommendation, 
and that he is therefore accountable to the FOR for their band, 1 
an ſuppoſe cannot be denied. 

The nation, my Lords, has a right to be lies) in thetr 8 
of an enquiry, whatever be the foundation of their ſuſpicions; ſince 

it is manifeſt that it can produce no other effects than thoſe of giving 
new luſtre to innocence, and quieting the clamours of the people, if 
it ſhould be found that the government has been adminiſtered with 
honeſty and ability; and it is not leſs evident that, if the general 
opinion is well grounded, if our intereſt has been betrayed, and that 
money employed only to corrupt the nation which was raiſed for the 
defence of it, the ſevereſt puniſſiment ought to be inflicted, that all 
future miniſters may 8 deterred from the ſame crimes by A | 
"vengeance. _ WT” 

Thus, my Lords, an enquiry appears upon every irate uſe- 
ful and neceſſary ; but I cannot comprehend how it can be proſecuted | 
by any other method, than that of propoing an eee to ena 
| 1 ſhall make diſcoveries. 

Every wicked meaſure, my Lords, maſk Ore in guilt all who 
are engaged in it; and how eaſily it may be concealed: from every 
other perſon may be ſhewn by an example of a crime, which no man 

will deny to have ſometimes exiſted, and which i in ths 5.20 of moſt 
* not very uncommon in this age. 

It will be allowed, at leaſt, that on Fein is wil: 4 
ann begins to totter, when ſtrong objections are raiſed againſt 
the continuance of a ſtanding army, when a convention requires the 
' ratification of the legiſlature, or ſome fatal Addreſs is propoſed to be 
preſented to the Crown, a pecuniary reward may ſometimes be of- 
fered, and though that, indeed, be a ſuppoſition more 8 to be 
admitted, ſometimes, however rarely, accepted. 

In this caſe, my Lords, none but he that gives and he that receives 
the wp can be conſcious. of it; at molt we can only hep an in- 
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ervenin egen to have any eis 060 it; and if even he is ad- 


mitted'to the ſecret fo as to be able to make a legal diſcovery, there 


muſt be ſome defect of cunning in the principals.” Let us conſider 


from which of theſe any diſcovery can be probably expected, or what 


reaſon can be alledged, for which either ſhould epa nn to 
puniſhment for the ſake of ruining his aſſociate. i. fps | 

It is therefore, my Lords, plain from this inſtance, that without 5 
the confeſſion of ſome guilty perſon, no diſcovery can be made of 
thoſe crimes which are moſt detrimental ta our happineſs, and moſt 
dangerous to our liberties. It is apparent that no man will diſcover 


his own guilt; while there remains any danger of ſuffering by his 
_ confeſſion, it is certain that ſuch crimes will be committed, if they 
are not diſcouraged by the fear of puniſhment; and it cannot therefore 


be denied that a moves of yy is pg to their 


detection. 


This, i is 8 as ĩt cha! bio alledged, 2 method un 


known to our conſtitution, as every man that reads the common 
papers will eaſily diſcover. I doubt if there has been for many years 


a ſingle month in which ſome reward, as well as indemnity, has not 


been promiſed to any man, who, having been engaged in a robbery, 


would diſcover his confederates; and furely a method that is daily 


' praQtiſed for the fecurity of private property, may be very rationally 
and juſtly adopted by the legiſlature for the cre or! ne 
Fine and the property of the public. 


The puniſhment of wickedneſs, my Lords, is n one of 


the eſſential parts of good government, and in reality the chief pu- 
6 poſe for which ſociety is inſtituted ; for how will that ſociety in which 
any individual may be plundered, inſlaved, and murdered without 
' redreſs and without puniſhment, differ from the ſtate of corrupt 


nature, in which the ſtrongeſt _ be AGE as TP and e 
always the ſame? ?: | 


That conſtitution, chardfoing; which has not provided for the | 


- puniſhment, and'previouſly for the diſcovery of guilt, is ſo far in a 
ſtate of imperfection, and requires to be ſtrengthened by new provi- 


ſions. This, my Lords, is far from being our ſtate, for we have 


in our hands a method of detecting the moſt powerful criminals, a 
method in itſelf agreeable to reaſon, recommended by the practice of 
our predeceſſors, and now approved once more by we nen ; 
. 1 25 the branches of the legiſlature, — 
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The objections which have on this occaſion been made againſt it, 


| are ſuch as no law can eſcape, and which therefore can have np 


weight; and it is no ſmall confirmation of the expediency of it that 
they, by whom it has been oppoſed, have not been able to attack it 
with ſtronger reaſons, from which, if we conſider their abilities, we 
ſhall be convinced, that nothing has ſecured it but the power of truth. 
It is enquired by the noble Lord, how we ſhall diſtinguiſh true 
from falſe evidence ; to which it may be very readily anſwered, that 
we ſhall diſtinguiſh them by the ſame means as on any other occaſion, 


by comparing the allegations and: conſidering how every witneſs 


agrees with others and with himſelf, how far his aſſertions are in 
chemſelves probable, how they are confirmed or weakened by known 
eironatiances, and how _ hd are IO: * the be 


We ſhall, my Lords, if we add our 3 to [chis bill, difeover 


when any man's accuſation is prompted by his intenll, as we 0 


know whether it was dictated by his malice. 
It has been aſked alſo, how any man can da eine the 


indemnity? To which it may, be eaſily replied, that by giving bis 
evidence on a e till 4 e * be * 


de falſe. 
The 2 Lord abc 280, NG whoſe ablities and 


equalities are ſuch, iat I cannot but gfteem and admire him, eren 


when conviction obliges me to oppoſe him, has propoſed a eaſe in 


which he ſeems to imagine that a murderer might ſecure himſelf from 
puniſhment, by connecting his erime with ſeme tranſaction in which 
the Earl of Orford ſhould be interefied, This caſe, my Lords, is 
| fufficiently improbable, nor is it eaſy to mention any method of trial 


in which ſome inconvenience may not be produced, in the indefinite 


complications of eireumſtances, and unforeſeen relations of events. 
It is known to have happened once, and cannot be known not to have 
happened often, that a perſon accuſed of murder, was tried by a jury 
:of which the real murderer was one. Will nat this then be an argu- 
ment againſt . nne trial 
by their equals? 


But, my Lords, Lam ef anglais that An . not 
be indemnified by this bill, ſince he did not commit the crime by the 


direction of the perſon whom he is ſuppoſed to accuſe ; nor would it 
| have any n, connection with his _— but might be ſup- 
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d in e acculation, without any diminution of the force of the 


evidence. A man will not be ſuffered to intreduce his accuſation 
with an account of all the villanies of bis whole life, but will be 


required to confine his teſtimony ON AIAN NY 
examined. 


'The Committee, thy tee, will Liflinguiſh hens the crimes 
perpetrated by the direction of the Earl of Orford, and thoſe of 


another kind. And ſhould an enormous criminal give ſuch evidence, 


as the noble Lord was pleaſed to ſuppoſe, he may be indemnified for 


the bribery, but will be hanged for hy murder, TY any 


thing in this bill to the contrary. - 


It has been inſiſted on by the bebte Lords; who tuve poke againſt 


the bill, that no crime is proved, and therefore there is no foundation 
for it. But, my Lords, I have always thought that the profuſion of 


the public money was a crime, and there is evidently a very large ſum 

expended, of which no account has been given; and, what more 
nearly relates to the preſent nen of which no account _ ever 

been demanded. 


On this occaſion, my Lords, an afſertionhas b woe ent which 


no perfonal regard thall ever prevail upon me to hear without diſ- - 


puting it, fince I think it is of the moſt dangerous tendency, and 
unſupported by reaſon or by law. It is alledged, my Lords, chat the 
Civil Lift is not to be conſidered as public money, and that the na- 


tion has therefore no claim to enquire how it is diſtributed; that it is 
given to ſupport the dignity of the Crown, and that only his OY 


can afk the reaſon of any failures in the accounts of it. 


I have on the contrary, my Lords, hitherto underſtood, chat all 
was public money which was given by the public. The preſent con- 
dition of the Crown is very different from that of our antient monarchs, 


Who ſupported their dignity by their own eſtates. I admit, my 


Lords, that they might at pleaſure contract or enlarge their ex- 
pences, mortgage or alienate their lands, or TE MO wall 
penſions without cohtroul, © 
It is indeed expreſſed i in che act, chat a ee of the Civil Lift are 
without accoutit, 'by which I have hitherto underſtood only that the 


ſum total isexempt from account; 'not thatthe miniſters have a right 
to employ the Civil Lift to ſuch purpoſes as they ſhall think moſt 


conducive to their private views. For if it ſhould be granted, not 


valy that the nation has TOR to know how the whole is expended, 


which 
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which is the utmoſt that can be allowed, or to direct the i jpeg 0 


of any part of it, which is very diſputable, yet it certainly has a 
claim to direct in what manner it ſhall not be applied, and to provide 
that boroughs are not corrupted under pretence of SUR the 
dignity of the Crown. 

The corruption of boroughs, my 3 is one of che greateſt 
crimes of which any man under our conſtitution is capable; it is to 
corrupt at once the fountain and the ſtream of government, to poiſon 


the whole nation at once, and to make the people wicked, that they 


may infect the Houſe of Commons with wicked repreſentatives. 


Such, my Lords, are the crimes, the ſuſpicion of which incited the 


Commons to a public enquiry, in which they have been able to pro- 
Ceed ſo far, as to prove that the public diſcontent was not without 
_ "cauſe, and that ſuch arts had been practiſed, as it is s abſolutely neceſ- 

ſary, to the public ſecurity, to detect and puniſh. 


They therefore purſued their examination with 2 degree of ardour 


proportioned to the importance of the danger in which every man. is 
involved by the violation of the fundamental laws of the conſtitution ; 


but they found themſelves obſtructed by the ſubtilty of ſome who 


" confeſſed only that they were guilty, and n to * faithful to 


their accomplices and themſelves, 


A farther enquiry, my Lords, was, by this . * jon, | 


made impoſſible ; the ultimate and principal agent is ſheltered from 
the law by his guard of mercenaries, wretches who are contented to 
be infamous, if they can continue to be rich, and value themſelves 
on their adherence to their maſter, while they are conſpiring to ruin 
their country. | 
The nation; my 'Lords, in the mean time, juſtly ne fir wins 
to the power of the legiſlature, and to its wiſdom for methods of pro- 
: curing it by law. The Commons have complied with their impor- 


tunities, and propoſe to your Lordſhips the bill before you, a bill for | 


- -making a public endhirg poſhble, and for bringing A miniſter within 
reach of the law. 


On this occaſion, my Lords, we are e upbraided the our own de- 


clarations, that the perſon mentioned in this bill would quickly find 
© .accuſers, when he ſhould be diveſted of his authority. Behold him 
now, ſay his advocates, reduced from his envied eminence, and 
placed on a level with his fellow- ſubjects behold him no longer the 


2 bu of employments, or the diſburſer of the public ; ; "ſep | 
him 
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nimm diveſted of all ſecurity, but that of i innocence, and yet no ac- 
cuſations are produced 8 

This, my Lords, is a topic ſo fruitful of panegyric, and fo nn 
adapted to the imagination of a perſon long uſed to celebrate the 
wiſdom and integrity of miniſters, that, were not the preſent queſtion 
of too great importance to admit of falſe ee 1 ſhould ſuffer 
it to remain without controverſy. Ls, 

But, my Lords, this is no time for criminal goat and chere- 8 
fore I ſhall annihilate this ſhort-lived triumph by obſerving, that to 
be out of place, is not neceſſarily to be out of power; a miniſter may 
retain his influence, who has reſigned his employment; he may Kill 
retain the favour of his Prince, and poſſeſs him with a falſe opinion, ; 
that he can only ſecure his authority by protecting him; or, what 5 
there is equal reaſon to ſuſpect, his ſucceſſors may be afraid of con- : 
curring in a law which may hereafter be revived againſt themſelves. 

It may be urged farther, my Lords, that he cannot with great pro- ; 
priety be faid to have no power, who ſees the legiſlature crowded 
with men that are indebted to his favour for their oa and their 
fortunes. ee Le fl 

Such a man may bid Ane to enquiry, with confilitice. © ed 5 
by ſecurity very different from that of innocence; he may depend 
upon the ſecrecy of thoſe whom he has perhaps choſen for no other | 


virtue; he may know that common danger will unite.them to him, 


and that they cannot abandon him without _—_ themſelves to the 
ſame cenſures. 5 » * | 
Theſe ſecurities, my Labs, the fortificati ons * the laſt retreat & 
wickedneſs, remain now to be broken, and the nation expects its fate 
from our determinations, which will either ſecure the liberties of our f 


poſterity from violation, by ſhewing that no degree of power can 


ſhelter thoſe who ſhall invade chem, or that our conſtitution is ar- 


rived at this period, and hat all Wege for its continuance will be 
vain. 


Let us not, my 1 Combs with the publie enemies, hs me Cr 
not give the nation reaſon to believe that this Houſe is infected with 5 ; 


the contagion of venality, that our honour is become an empty name, 
and that'the examples of our anceſtors have no other effect upon us 
than to raiſe the price of e and din us to ey our e at 
a 6 8 rate. | 


2 
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Let us remember, my Lords, that power is ſupported\byroptnion; 
and that the reverence of the public cannot be e t by ngd 
juſtice and active beneficerice; 


For this reaſon, I am far from pos to be 


cautious of charging thoſe with crimes who have the honour of a ſeat 
amongſt us. In my opinion, my Lords, we ought to be watchful 
againſt the leaſt ſuſpicion of wickedneſs in our own body, 'we ought 


to eject pollution from our walls, and preſerve that power for which 


ſome appear ſo anxious, by keeping our nn pure and un- 
tainted. 5 

It is hf to little i objedted, that dia is no carpus 
A; for even, though it were true, yet while there is a corpus 
fuſpicionis, then enquiry ought to be made for our own henou, nor 
can either law or maſon bs pleaded againſt it. | | 

I cannot therefore doubt, that your Lordſhips will 8 to 
do juſtice; that you will facilitate the production of oral evidence, leſt 


all written proofs ſhould be deſtroyed; that you will not deſpiſe the 


united petition of the whole people, of which I dread the conſe- 
quence; nor reject the only expedient "7 which their fears may be 
diſſipated, and their happineſs ſecured. |, | 
Lord HARDWIck ſpoke next in the following wanner —My 
1 after having, with an intention uninterrupted by any foreign 
conſiderations,” and a mind intent only on the diſcovery of truth, 


examined every argument which has been urged on either fide, I 
think it my duty to declare, that I have yet diſcovered no reaſon, 


which, in my opinion, _ to —_ upon us to e the bill th is 


now before us. 


Tune noble Lords Who os ned its; appear to reaſon more 


upon maxims of policy, than rules of law, or principles of juſtice ; 
and ſtem to imagine, that if they can prove it to be ene it is 
not neceſſary to ſhew that it is equitable. | 


How far, my Lords, they have ſucceeded in that argument which 


they have moſt laboured, I think it not neceſſary to examine, becauſe 
I have hitherto accounted it an inconteſtable maxim, that whenever 


intereſt and virtue are in competition, virtue is always to be preferred. 
The noble Lord who ſpoke firſt in this debate has proved the un- 
reaſonableneſs and illegality of the methods propoſed in this bill, be- 
5 the poſſibility of . he has eee that they are ine 

; \ conſiſtent 
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| conifillent with the la w, and that the law is founded upon reaſon: he has 


ptoved, that the bill ſuppoſes a-criminal previous to this crime, ſum- 
mons the man to a trial, and then enquires for what offence... . 

Nor has he, my Lords, confined himſelf to a detection of the ori« 
ginal defect, the uncertainty of any crime committed, but has pro- 
ceeded to prove, that upon whatever ſuppoſition we proceed, tha bill 
is une quitable, and of no other tendency than to n grievances, 
and eſtabliſh a precedent of oppreſſion. 

For this purpoſe he has ſhewn, that no-evidence can be 2 
by this bill, becauſe all thoſe who ſhall, upon the encouragement 
propoſed i in it, offer information, muſt be conſidered as hired wit 
neſſes, to whom no eredit can be Sina, 8 cha 
not to be heard. 

- His Lordſhip alſs 3 Aut we cannot paſs: this bill mne 


diminiſhing our right, beſtowing new powers upon the Commons, 


confirming ſome of their claims which are moſt dubious, nor, by 
conſequence, without violating the conſtitution. N 


To all theſe arguments, arguments drawn from the maſt per- 


tant conſiderations, enforced by che ſtrongeſt reaſoning, and en- 


plained wich the utmoſt perſpieuity, what has been replied? How 

have any of his aſſertions been invalidated, or any of his reaſons 

eluded? How has it been ſhewn that there is. any foundation for 4 

criminal charge, that witneſſes thus procured ought to be heard, or 

that our rights would not be made ciſpurtable: by confirming the be- 

ceedings of the Common??? ; 
le has been anſwered by a noble Lord, that rough there: 8200 


Corpus Delicti, there is Corpus Suſpicionis, What may be the force 


of this argument I cannot ſay, becauſe I am not aſhamed to' own, 
that I do not underſtand the meaning of the words. 1 very well « 
derſtand what is meant by Corpus Delicti, and fo does every 
Lord; it is univerſally known to mean the body of an offence; e 


to the words Corpus Sufpiczonis, I do not comprehend what they - 


mean: it is-att- exprefiom indeed which I never before heard, and 
can ſiguify, in my apprehenſion, nothing more than the body * 4 
SO the ſubſtance of ſomething which is itſelf nothing. 

© Such, my Lords, is the principle of this bill, by the confeſſion of 


its warmeſt and ableſt:advocates ; it is à bill for ſummoning a perſon 


to a trial, againſt whom nv crime is n and * whom no 
an Es without a bribe. 15 
| * oe 


160 a DEBATE ON 


For that thoſe-who ſhould appear in conſequence of a> TI 


offer their evidence, ought to be conſidered. as bribed, will ſurely 


need no proof to thoſe who conſider, that bribes are not confined to 
money, and that every man who promotes his own intereſt: by his 


depoſition, is ſwearing, not for truth and juſtice, but for himſelf. 


It may be urged, and it is, in my opinion, all that the moſt fruitful 


Lnagioation can ſuggeſt in favour of this bill, that they are not re- 


quired to accuſe the Earl of Orford, but to give in their evidence 


concerning his conduct, whether i in his favour, or againſt him. 
But this argument, my Lords, however ſpecious it may ſeem, 
: will vaniſh of itſelf, if the bill be diligently conſidered, which is only 
to confer indemnity on thoſe, who in the courſe. of their evidence 
ſhall diſcover any of their own crimes; on thoſe whoſe teſtimony, 
ſhall tend to fix ſome charge of wickedneſs. on the Earl of Orford ; 
for it cannot eaſily be imagined how thoſe who appear in his ſa- 
vour, ſhould be under a a of revealing, any een that require 
an indemnity. . 


Thus, my . it 3 ER - bill « can TER no ig Sa | 


effect than that of multiplying accuſations, ſince it offers rewards. 
only to thoſe who are ſuppoſed to have been engaged in unjuſtifiable 


practices, and to procure witneſſes by this method, is equally. unjuſt 
as to propoſe a public prize to be obtained by fearing e any of 


your Lordſhips. 

If witneſſes are to be purchaſed, we eught at leaſt to offer an equal, 
price on each fide, that though they may be induced by, the reward 
to offer their en * way not * op to aul kr 
than to juſtify. 

Should any private man, my Lords, offer a Wel to any + 
would give evidence againſt another, without ſpecifying the crime of 
which he is accuſed, doubtleſs he would be conſidered by the laws of 


. * nation, as a violator of the- 8 of ſociety, an open kanten 


— — 


5 ment or information, be bl ged to make ſatisfadtion t to the com- 


munity. which he had effenged, or to the Fexſan whom he had 8 
5 Tioga, 5 
It has, my Lords, 1 own, 8 Aderted by the 3 Duke, that . 


the public has a right to every man's evidence, a maxim which in 
its proper ſenſe cannot be denied. For it is undoubtedly true, that 


ws we has a right to. all the aſſiſtance of er individual; but it 
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| = 5 Lord, upon fuch terms as have been cltabliſhed_ for the. gene- 
ral advantage of all; on ſuch terms as the majority. of, each ſociety 
has preſcribed. But, my Lords, the majority of a ſociety, which is 
the true definition - of the public, are equally obliged with the ſmaller 


number, or with individuals, to the obſervation of Juſtice, and can- : 


not therefore ee to different individuals, different conditions, 


th a4t 


i 


next upon the law, which though mutable ir in its own nature, is 7 
ever to be ſo far fixed, as that every n man may know his own condi- 
tion, his own property,; and his own. privileges, or it ceaſes in effect 
to be law, it ceaſes. fo be the rule of government, or the meaſure of 
conduct. ; 3 

In the preſent caſe, my Lot ds "the public has not A right to hire 
evidence, becauſe the public has hitherto. ſubſiſted | upon this condi- 
tion, among others, that no man ſhall ſwear i in his own cauſe. The, 


public has not aright to require from any man that be ſhould betray 


bimſelf, becauſe e ry man may plead that he is exempted from that, 
demand by the public faith. „ 

Thus, m Lords, the right of of the public is only that right which, 
the public has effabliſhed by law, and confirmed by continual claims; 


nor is the claim of the public from individuals to be extended beyond. 
its known bounds, 75 in times of general diſtreſs, e a ſew 


e 


ſhe wn, that the preſent circumſtances of 7 5 differ from thoſe of, 
any former age, before it can with. any propriety | be alerted, mat 
meaſures are now. "neceſſary, Which no other diftreſſes, however ur- 
gent, or provecations, however flagrant, bave hitherto produced. 
It ought to be proved, that wickedneſs had diſcoyered ſome new , 
ſhelter from Juſtice, before new engines are invented to force it from 
its retreat, and ne w powers applied to drag it out to puniſhment, 4 

The nation has ſubſiſted, , my Lords, ſo many centuries, has often 


recovered from the lingeting diſeaſe of inward corruption, and re- 


pelled the ſhocks of outward violence; 3 it has often been endangered 
by corrupt counſels, and wicked machinations, and ſurmounted, 
them by the force of its eſtabliſhed laws, without the aſſiſtance of 
temporary expedicnts ; ; at leaſt without expedients like this, which 

Vor. II. a M ; neither 
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neither law nor Je can a and which would in lick b be 
a more atrocious grievance than thoſe, if they were real, which is 
intended to puniſh, and might produce far greater evils than thoſe 
which are imputed to him, againſt whom it is projected. 

It has indeed, my Lords, been mentioned by a noble Lord, in 
mach ſofter language, as a method only of making an enquiry poſ- 
| ible. The poſſibility of an enquiry, my Lords, is a very remote 
and inoffenfive idea; but names will not change the nature of the 
things to which they are applied. The bill is, in my opinion, cal- 
culated to make a defence impoſſible, to deprive innocence of its 
guard, and to let looſe oppreſſion and perjury upon the world, It i Is 
a bill to dazzle the wicked with a proſpect of ſecurity, and to incite | 
them to purchaſe an indemnity for one crime, by the perpetration of 
another, It is a bill to confound the notions of right and wrong, to 
violate the eſſence of our conſtitution, and to leave us without any 
certain ſecurity for our properties, of rule for our actions. | 

Nor are the particular parts leſs defeRive than the general foun- 
dation; for it is full of ambiguous promiſes,” vague ideas, and inde- 
termĩnate expreſſions, of which ſome have been already particularized 
by the noble Lords that have ſpoken: on this occaſion, whoſe obſer- 
vations I ſhall not repeat, nor endeavour to improve; - but cannot 
forbear propoſing to the advocates for the bill one ſentence, that it 
may be explained by them, and that At leaſt we may not Ven what 
we do not underſtand. : | : 

In the enquiry into the conduct of the Earl of Orford, every man, 
as we have already ſeen, is invited to bring his evidence, and to 
procure an indemnity, by anſwering ſuch queſtions as ſhall be aſked, 
touching or concerning the ſaid enquiry, or relative thereto. What is 
to be underſtood by this laſt ſentence, I would willingly be informed; 
I would hear how far the relation to the enquiry is deſigned to be 
extended, with what other enquiries it is to be complicated, and : 
where the chain of i interrogatories is to have an en. 

When an evidence appears before the committee, how Can he be 
certain that the queſtions aſked are relative to the enquiry ? How can 


he de certain that they are ſuch as he may procure an indemnity by 


reſolving? Or whether they are not unconnected with the principal 
qpeſtion, and therefore inſidious and dangerous? And to what power 
mult he appeal, if he ſhould be proſecuted afterwards upon his own 
conſelon, « on pretenoe that. it was not relative to the enquiry EO 
berker 
3 


R 


, | . 827471 


e 7 CES 


A. W748: INDEMNIFYING EVIDENCE. 163 


*Exprettions like theſe, my Lords, if the are not the effects of 
malicious hurry, and negligent animoſity, muſt be intended to veſt 
the committee with abſolute authority, with the award of life and 


| death, by leaving to them the liberty to explain the ſtatute at their 


own pleaſure, to contract or enlarge the relation to the controverſy, | 
to enquire without bounds, and judge without controul. i 

Thus, my Lords, I have laid before you my opinion of this bill 
without any partial regard, without exaggerating the ill conſequences- 
that may be feared from it, or endeavouring to elude any reaſoning | 
by which it has been defended. ; I have endeavoured to purſue the 
arguments of the noble Lord who ſpoke firſt, and to ſhew that it is 
founded upon falſe. notions of criminal juſtice, that it propoſes irra- 
tional and illegal methods of trial, that it will produce conſequences 
fatal to our conſtitution, and eſtabliſh a precedent of opprefion. 

I have endeavoured, in examining the arguments by which the 
bill has been defended, to ſhew that the rights of the public are aſ- 
certained, and that the power of the majority is to be limited: by 
moral conſiderations ; ; and to prove, in diſcuſſing its particular parts, 
that it is Inaccurate, indeterminate, and unintelligible. | Ss 

What effects my enquiry may have had upon your Lordſhips,. 
yourſelves only can tell; for my part, the neceſſity of dwelling ſo 
long upon the queſtion, has added new ſtrength. to my conviction; 


and ſo clearly do I now ſee the danger and injuſtice of a law like 


this, that though I do not imagine myſelf indued with any peculiar / 
degree of heroiſm, I believe, that if I were condemned to a choice fo 
diſagreeable, I ſhould more willingly ſuffer by ſuch a bill paſſed in 
my own Caſe, than conſent to paſs it in that of another. 8 
The Duke of ARGYLE replied to the following effect —My . 
Lords, 1 am not yet able to diſcover that the bill now before us is 


either illegal or abſurd, that its ae is e or its Per | 


bable conſequences dangerous. | 

The indiſputable maxim, that the public har” a to every man's 
evidence, has been explained away with much labour, and with more 
art than a good cauſe can often require. We have been told of pub- 
lie contracts, of the rights of ſociety with regard to individuals, and 
the privileges of individuals with refpe& to ſociety ; we have had 
one term oppoſed to another, only to amuſe our attention; and law, 


reafon, and ſophiſtry have been mingled, ul LOO 2 was loſt 
in [8 confuſion. Ee | 1, 
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But, my Loos, it is eaſy to diſentangle all this perplexity of ideas, 
and to ſet truth free from the ſhackles of ſophiſtry, by obſerving that 
it is, in all civilized nations of the world, one of the firſt principles of 
the conſtitution ; that the public has a right, always reſerved, of 
having recourſe to extraordinary methods of proceeding, when the 
| happineſs of the ee fe. appears not . e A ſecured by the the 

known laws. | I 8 
Laws may, by thoſe who have , the fudy and explanation of 
them the employment of their lives, be efteemed as the great ſtandard 
of right; they may be habitually reverenced, and conſidered as facred. 5 
in their own nature, without 1 to the end with which they ar are 
defigned to produce. 
But others, my Lords, whofe nügde operate without any impedi- 
ment from education, will eaſily diſcover, that laws are to be re · 
garded only for their uſe; that the power which made them only for 
the public advantage, ought to alter or annul them, when they are 
nd longer ſerviceable, or when they obſtruẽt thoſe effects which, they | 
were intended to promote. 5 
e will therefore, my Lords, ſtill aſſert, that the public has | a rhe te 
every man's evidence; and that to reject any bill which « can have no 
other conſequence than that of enabling the nation to aſſert its 
claim, to reconcile one principle of law with another, and to de- 
prive vilainy of an evaſion whi ch may atways be uſed, is to deny 
juſtice to an 1 oppreſſed. People, and to concur in the ruin of our 
cc r 5 | 
"And farther, my Lords, I conbiaendy affirm | it has not been proved, 
- that this bill can endanger any but the guilty; ; nor has it been ſbewn 
that it is drawn up for any other purpofe han that which the noble 
Lord mentioned, of bindering an enguiry from, being impoſſible ; it 
may therefore juſtly be required from thoſe who affect, on this deca- . 
ſion, ſo much tenderneſs for liberty, ſo many ſuſpicions of remote 
deſigns, and ſo much zeal for our conſtitution, to demonſtrate, that | 
either an enquiry may be carried on by other means or that an en- 
quiry is itſelf ſuperfluous or improper. 3 TR 
Though none of thoſe who have ſpoken 5 5 the bill have been 
willing to expoſe themſelves to univerſal indignation, by declaring 
chat they would gladly. obſtruct the progreſs of the enquiry ; that 
they deſigned to throw a miſt over the public affairs, and to conceal 

from the people the cauſes of their TOO} and though I I haye no 
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1 ight to es thoſe who differ from me in opinion with intentions, 
which, as they do not avow them, cannot be proved; this however 1 
will not fear to affirm, that thoſe who are for rejecting this method 
of enquiry, would; conſult their honour by propoſing ſome other 
| equally efficacious; leſt j it ſhould be thought by ſuch as have not any 
opportunities of knowing their ſuperiority to temptations, that they 
are influenced by ſome motives which they are not willing to own, 
and that they are, in ſecret, enemies to the enquiry, n in e 
lic they only condemn the method of purſuing it. 
The Duke of NEWCASTLE next roſe, and ſpoke to this effect; — 
My Lords, the arguments which have been produced in defence of 
the bill before us, however thoſe who offer them may be influenced 
by them, have made, hitherto, very little impreſſion upon me; my 
opinion of the i impropriety and il legality of this new method of pro- 
ſecution, ſtill continues the fame; nor can it be expected that - 
ſhould alter i it, till thoſe reaſons have been anſwered which have _ 
offered by the noble Lord who ſpoke firſt in the debate. A 
The advocates for the bill ſeem indeed conſcious of the inſufficiency 
of their arguments, and have therefore added motives of another 
kind; they have informed us, that our power ſubſiſts upon our repu- 
tation, and chat our reputation can only be preſerved by concurring 
in the meaſures recommended by the Commons; they have inſinuated 
to us, that he who obſtructs this bill, will be thought deſirous to 
obſtruct the enquiry, to conſpire the ruin of his e and to act 
in confederacy with public robbers. ED 
But, my Lords, whether the nation is really . teh 4 
degree as is repreſented, whether it is the general opinion of mankind -_ 
that the public affairs have been unfaithfully adminiſtered, and whether 
this bill has been dictated by a deſire of public juſtice, or of private 
revenge, I. have not thought it neceſſary to enquire ;, having long 
learned to act in conſt quence of my own conviction, not of the 
opinions of others, at leaſt not of thoſe who determine upon queſtions 
| which they. cannot, underſtand, and judge en e ever ob- 
| tained an opportunity of examining. 
Such, my Lords, muſt be the opinions of the people upon . HR 
> of policy, opinions not formed by reflections, but adopted from thoſe 
1 whom they, ſometimes with very little reaſon, imagine nearer — 
tors of the government than themſelyes, and in whom they place an 
ipplicit —— on account of ſome caſual act of PRs | 
: „„ I ſhall 
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1 mal Th tre, think the demands of the people a rule of 
conduct, nor ſhall ever fear to incur their reſentment in the proſecu- 
tion of their intereſt; I ſhall never flatter their paſſions. to obtain 
their favour, or gratify their revenge for fear of their contempt. 
The inconſtancy, my Lords, of public applauſe, all of us have ob- 
ſerved, and many of us have experienced; and we know that it is 
very far from being always the reward of merit. We know. that 
the brighteſt character may be eafily darkened by calumny ; that thoſe 
who are labouring for the welfare of the public, may be eaſily repre- 
ſented as traitors and oppreſſors; and that the people N. guicKp be 
5 to join in the accuſation. 4 

That the people, however deceived, have a right to icule whom- 
ſoever they ſuſpect, and that their accuſation ought to be heard, I do 
not deny ; but ſurely, my Lords, the opinion of the people is not 
ſuch a proof of guilt as will juſtify a method of proſecution never 
known before, or give us a right to throw down the barriers of 
liberty, and pant oy power ſe Logan we 9 convict 
by law. | | = oh 

Let any of your Lordſhips uppen hitnſelf by Woite accident « ex- 
poſed to the temporary malice of the populace, let him imagine his 
enemies inflaming them to a demand of a proſecution, and then pro- 
poſing that he ſhould be deprived of the common methods of defence, 
and tHat evidence ſhould be hired againſt him, leſt the public ſhould 
'be diſappointed, and 1 will queue mieden the unreaſonableneſs of 
this bill. 

I ſuppoſe no man will deny, that Rte: of proſecution intro- 
duced on one occaſion, may be practiſed on another; and that in 
the natural rotations of power, the ſame means may be uſed for \ very 
different ends. Nothing is more probable, my Lords, if a bill of 
this kind ſhould be ever paſled, in compliance with the clamours of 
the people, to puniſh minifters, and to awe'the court, than that it 
may in time, if a wicked minifter ſhould ariſe, 'be made a precedent 
for meaſures by which the court may intimidate the champions of 
the people; by which thoſe may be purſued to deſtruction, who have 
been guilty of no other crime than that of ſerving their country. in 
2 manner which thoſe who are ipnoratit of the circumſtances of 
affairs, happen to diſapprove. 

The meaſures now propoſed, my Wh are therefore to be re- 
| jetted; 5 888 it is e . ban ef eſtabliſh | a a precedent, by | 
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which virtue may at any time be oppreſſed, but which can be very 
ſeldom neceſſary for the detection of wickedneſs ; ſince there is no 
| probability that it will often happen, that a man really guilty of enor- 
mous crimes can ſecure himſelf from diſcovery, or connect others 
with him in ſuch a manner, that wc cannot impeach him without 
betraying themſelves, 

But, my Lords, whenever virtue is to be 8 whenever 
falſe accuſations are to be promoted, this method is inconteſtably 
uſeful; for no reward can ſo efficaciouſly prevail upon men who lan- 

guiſh in daily fear of public juſtice, as a grant of impunity. 

It may be urged, my Lords, I own, that all enquiries into futu- 
rity are idle ſpeculations ; that the expedient propoſed is proper on 
the preſent occaſion, and that no methods gf juſtice are to be al- 
lowed, if the poſſibility of applying them to bad purple, | is a ſufe 
ficient reaſon for rejecting them. 

But to this, my Lords, it may be anſwered with — a that 
every proceſs of law is likewiſe in ſome degree defective ; that the 
complications of circumſtances are variable without end, and there 
fore cannot be compriſed i in any certain rule; and that we muſt have 
no eſtabliſhed method of juſtice, if we cannot by content with ſuch. 
as may poſſibly be ſometimes eluded. 

And, my Lords, it may be obſerved bude that ſcarcely any 
practice can be conceived, howeyer generally unreaſonable and un- 
jaſt, which may not be ſometimes equitable and proper ; and that if 
we are to lay aſide all regard to futurity, and at merely with regard 
to the preſent exigence, it may be often proper to violate every part 
of our conſtitution. This Houſe may ſometimes have rejected bills 
beneficial to the nation; and if this reaſoning be allowed, it might 
ls been wiſe and juſt i in the Commons and the emperor to have 
ſuſpended our authority by force, to have voted us uſeleſs on that 
occaſion, and have pafſed the law without our concurrence, _ | 

With regard to the eſtabliſhment of criminal proſecutions, as well 
as to our civil rights, we are, my Lords, to conſider what is upon 
the whole moſt for the advantage of the public ; we.are not to admit 
practices which may be ſometimes uſeful, but may be often perni- 
cious, and which ſuppoſe men better or wiſer than they are. We 
do not grant abſolute power to a wiſe and moderate prince, becauſe _ 
his ſucceſſors may inherit his power without his virtues; we are not 
to drult or r allow new methods of proſecution upon an occaſion on 
M 4 ES which | 
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which they may ſeem uſeful, becauſe they may be employed to . 
poſes very different from thoſe for which they were introduced. 
Thus, my Lords, I have ſhewn the impropriety of the bill now 
before us, upon the moſt favourable ſuppoſition that can poſſibly be 
made; a ſuppoſition of the guilt of the noble perſon againſt whom it 
is contrived.” And ſurely, my Lords, what cannot even in that caſe 
be approved, muſt, if we ſuppoſe him innocent, be deteſted. 

That he is really innocent, my Lords, that he is only blackened 
by calumny, and purſued by reſentment, cannot be more ſtrongly 


proved than by the neceſſity to which his enemies are reduced, of uſing 


expedients never heard of in this nation before, to procure accuſations 


againſt him; expedients which they cannot ſhew to have been at 


any time beben for the puniſhment of a man really wicked, and 


which, by bringing guilt and Snnocence into the ſame danger, leave ä 


us at liberty to imagine, that he is clear from the crimes imputed to 


bim, even in the opinion of thoſe who purſue him with the ö fierceſt 


reſentment, and the loudeſt clamours. : 

It may well be imagined, my Lords, that thoſe whom he has ſo 
long defeated by his abilities, ſee themſelves now baffled by his inno- 
cexice ; and that they only now perſecute his character, to hide the 
true reaſon for which they formerly attacked his power. 


1 hope, my Lords, I ſhall be eaſily forgiven for obſerving, that 
this is a teſtimony of uncorrupted greatneſs, more illuſtrious chan 


any former miniſter has ever obtained; for when was it known, my 
Lords, that after a continuance of power for twenty years, any man, 
when his conduct became the * of public examination, was 
without accuſers? _ 

"1 cannot, for my part, but congratulate the noble perſon u upon n his 


triumph over malice, malice aſſiſted by ſubtilty and experience, by 


wealth and power, which is at length obliged to confeſs its impotence, 
to call upon us to aſſiſt it with new laws, to to enable it to offer a re- 


— 


ward for evidence againſt him, and throw down the boundaries of 


natural juſtice, that he may be harraſſed, cenſured and oppreſſed, 
upon whom it cannot be proved that he ever deviated from the law 
or employed his f power for . other end than the promotion of the 
| public happineſs. h 

Had the officers of the crown, my La, when his influence was 
repreſented ſo great, and his dominion ſo abſolute, projected any 
ſueh meaſures for h his defence 5 had they Propoſed t to ſilence his 
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opponents by calling them to a trial, and offered a ſlated price for - 
accuſations againſt them, how loudly would they have been charged 
with the moſt flagrant violation of the laws, and the moſt open diſ- 
regard of the rights of nature; with how much vehemence would it 
have been urged, that they were intoxicated with their ſucceſs, and 
that in the full ſecurity of power they thought themſelves entitled to 
negle& the great diſtinctions of right and wrong, and determined to 
employ the law for the completion of thoſe en in which ws 15 
would give them no aſſiſtance. 8 

I doubt not that your Lordſhips will eaſily perceive, that this cen · 
fare is equally juſt in either caſe ; that you will not allow any man 
to be proſecuted by methods which he ought not to have uſed in his 
own caſe ; ; that you will, not expoſe any man to hardſhips, from which 
every other member of the community is exempt ; that you will not 
ſuffer any man to be tried by hired evidence; and that you will not 


condemn him whom the law acquits. 


Lord BATHuRsT ſpoke next in ſubſtance as follows dh 1 ” 
The queſtion under our conſideration has been ſo long and ſo accu- 
rately debated, that little can be added to the arguments on either ſide; 
and therefore, though I think it neceſſary on ſo important an occaſion. 
to make a ſolemn declaration of my opinion, I ihall endeavour ta 
ſupport it, not ſo much by any arguments of my own, as by a reca» 
pitulation and compariſon of thoſe which have been en heard _y 
your Lardſhips, 

Tt has not been denied, that the a of « crimes is abſolutely 
neceſſary. to the public ſecurity; and as it is evident, that crimes _ 
cannot be puniſhed unleſs they are detected, it muſt be allowed, that 
the diſcovery of wicked meaſures ought. to be in a very great degree. 
the care of thoſe, who are entruſted with the government of the 
nation; nor can they better diſcharge their truſt, than by defeating, 


the artifices of intrigue, and blocking up, the retreats of guilt. . 


This likewiſe, my Lords, i is admitted with, ſuch reſtrictions as ſeem; 
intended to preclude any advantage that might be drawn from the, 
appearance of a conceſſion; ; for it is urged, that guilt is not to be 
detected by any methods which are not FO and wy no. methods. are. 
juſt which are not uſual, ; 

'The firſt. poſition, my Lords, I haye; no zen 2 ieee | 
as it is not to violate juſtice, but to preſerve it from violation, that 
this bil hay deep wee or, defended, . But, my Lords, it is to be- 

obſerved, 


| 
f 
| 
! 
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only by the method now propoſed. 
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obſerved, that they who ſo warmly tecommend the ſtricteſt adherence 


to juſtice, ſeem. not fully ta underſtand the duty which they urge. 


To do juſtice, my Lords, is to act with impartiality, to baniſh from 
the mind all regard to perſonal motives, and to conſider every queſ- 

tion in its white: extent, without ſuffering the attention to be reſtrained 
to particular eee or the judgment te to be N by 


partial affection. 
This rule, my Lords, tems not to have bech very carefully ob- 


| ſerved by the moſt vehement advocates for Juſtice in the caſe before 
us; for they appear not to be ſolicitous that any ſhould receive 


jagte but the perſon mentioned in the bill; they do not remember, 


that the public has cried out for juſtice more than twenty years, for 


Juſtice which has not yet been a. and which « can be obtained 


8 7 $ * * 4 * 


It is neceſſary, my Lords, for thoſe who are 0 watchful againſt 


the breach of juſtice, to prove that any means can be unjuſt which 
have no other tendency than the detection of wiekedneſs, of wieked · 


* 


neſs: too artful or too „ to be gang: by 1 9 common n rules | 


The ede sen of new methods of proſecution, is the natural 


conſequence of new ſchemes of villainy, or new arts of evaſion ; 


nor is it neceſſary that precedents ſhould be produced, when the wiſ- 


dom of the legiſlature concurs in acknowledging the neceſſity of ex- 
. traordinary meaſures. Though our conſtitution is in the higheſt de- | 

gree excellent, I never yet heard that it was perfect, and whatever is 
not perfe&t may he improved. Our laws, however wiſe, are yet 


the contrivances of human policy; and why ſhould we deſpair of 
adding ſomewhat to that which we inherit from our anceſtors? Why 


mould we imagine, that they anticipated os e and left 


* 


nothing for ſucceeding ages ? 
I think, my Lords, with the higheſt gies both of « our laws and 


_ thoſe by whom they were enacted, but I look with no leſs veneration 


in the fabric which they have erected ; that you may adorn it with | 


on this illuſtrious afſembly ; I believe your Lordſhips equal to your 
progenitors in abilities; and therefore, ſince you cannot but outgo 
them in experience, am confident that you may make improvements 


new beauties, or ſtrengthen it with new ſupports. 


It cannot at leaſt be denied, that your Lordſhips have all the power ; 


of your anceſtors ; and fince every law was once new, it is certain 
| | ney 
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they were far from .imagining that there was always a neceſſity of 


enquiring after precedents. If the argument drawn from the want 


of precedents be now of any force, let it be proved that its force was 
leſs i in any former reign; and let it be conſidered how our govern- 
ment could have attained its preſent excellence, had this Houſe, in- 


| ſtead of applying to every grievance its proper remedy, been amuſed 


with turning over journals, and looking upon every new emergence . 
for precedents, of which it is certain that there muſt have den a 
time in which they were not to be found. ps” 

In all regulations eſtabliſhed by the legiſlature, it is | ſuficient that 


| they do not produce confuſion by being inconſiſtent with former laws, 


that they unite eaſily with our conſtitution, and do not tend to the 
embarraſſment of the machine of government. This conſideration, - 
my Lords, has been in a very remarkable manner regarded by thoſe 
who drew up the bill before us; a hill of which the noble Duke has 
proved, that it will be ſo far from perplexing our judicial proceed- 
ings, that it will reconcile the law to itſelf, and free us from the 
neceſſity of obeying one precept by the neglect of another.. 
The arguments of the noble Duke are ſuch as, in my opinion, can- 


not be anſwered, or heard impartially without conviRtion.. The 


maxims quoted by him are each of them inconteſtably true; they are 
on this occaſion incompatible, and this n "OO method by which - 
they can be reconciled, - _ 

Nor has he only ſhewn the 1 of the bill _ e 
reaſons, but has proved likewiſe, that it is conſiſtent, not only with 
the conſtitution of our government, but with the practice of our 
anceſtors; he has ſhewn, that it may be ſupported not only by rea- 
ſon, but by bills of the ſame kind, a on occaſions of far laſs 
importance. | 

He has 1 50 my Lone, all that hs moſt 3 enquirer 
can wiſh ; he has made it evident, that the bill would be proper, 
though i it were unprecedented; he has produced many ptecedents in 
ſupport of it, and has thereby evinced, that the only preſent queſtion 
is, Whether it is juſt? To the precedents alledged by him it has 
been objected, that they differ in ſome particulars. But when, my 
Lords, did any two actions, however common, agree in every eir- 
cumſtance ? Relations may be complicated without end, and every 
new . complication produces new een, which, however, are 
always 


ve #-, 2. 
nA PISS 


”_ 


unvaried. 75 
ie POP the GiMiculties in hich the opponents of the un 
have involved themſelves, it will not be eaſy to think well of a cauſe, 


* 
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always to be Wee while the conftituent Eee 


which gives birth to ſuch wild aſſertions, and extravagant opinions. 
They have firſt, by requiring precedents, determined, that our con- 
Kitution muſt be henceforward for ever at a ſtand; and then, by 
declaring that no precedenits' are of any weight, in which every 
circumſtance is not parallel to the caſe in debate, have debatred us 
from the repetition of any occafional law; they have declared, 
almoſt in plain terins, themſelves uſeleſs, and deſtroyed that auth6- 


Fity at onee, which 18 8 ſeem ſo much afraid of communicating to 


the Commions. 


But by none of their arts of ſubtle dingen, my Lords, hive 
| they been able to evade the argument Which drifes from the con- : 
formity of this bill to the common practice of our coutts; an argu- 


ment which Has produced-no'6ther anſwer than Ibud deten; ; 
againſt the indeceney of compating with pickpockets and highway- 


men a noble pefſon, a miniſter of acknowledged merit, long graced | 


with the favour of ' bis CO and long invited with the higheſt 


muſt; 


© I; hath am wy far from pieafin mpear with Beers or 


indecent language; I am far from envying any man that exaltation 


which he obtains either by good or by bad actions; and have no in- 
clination of levelling the perſon, whoſe conduct I deſire to ſee exa- 
mined, with the profligate' or infamous. Yet J cannot forbear ta 
obſerve; that high rank is an aggravation of villainy ; that to have 


enjoyed the favour of his Sovereign, is no defence of him that hass 


abuſed it; and that high truſt is an honour only to that man, who, 
when he lays down his office, dares ſtand an enquiry. . 
Had there been no precedent in out judicial proceedings, my Lords, 


which bore any reſemblance to this bill; there would not from thence 


have ariſen any juft objection. | Common proceedings are eſtabliſhed 
for common occaſions; and it ſeems to have been the principle of 


our anceftors, that it is better to give ten guilty perſons an oppor- 


tunity of eſcaping Juſtice, than to puniſh one inbocent perſon by an 


unjuſt ſentener. A prineiple which, perhaps, might not be erronebus 


in common caſes, in wich only one individual was injured by anb- 
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ther, 9 when the. trial was, We lay, committe: a Ho 
who might, eaſily be miſled, 

They might likewiſe imagine, my 1 that a alt encou-, 
raged by a fortunate. eſcape. to a repetition of his guilt, would un- 
doubtedly ſome time fall into the hands of the law, though not ex- 
tended on purpoſe to ſeize him; and therefore they conſtituted their 
proceedings i in ſuch a manner, that innocence might. at leaſt not be 
entrapped, though guilt. ſhould. ſometimes gain a reprie xe. 

But in the preſent caſe, my Lords, every circumfiange requires a 
Arent candug. By the, crimes, which this bill. is intended to de. 
tech, not ſingle eiuer , or, private, families, but whole nations, and: 
all orgers Mee ha have long begn injuredan opprefied,. and, appreſied, 
practices; nor is 1 5 Am dagger of anceroneeus keep 1 
the trial will be heard by this Houſe, by perſons. whoſe integrity ſets. 
them above corruption, and, whoſe: OS; will nat be n by. 
falſe appearances. | 
This conſiverations, my. Lands. affords an ubanleerable only to 
thoſe, who.r repreſent 158 bill. as ill-concerted, becauſe the evidence ta; 
be procured. by it, is the teſtimony, of men, bannen hy _ * 
confeſſion, in the crimes which they reveal. + | + 

| Every. court, my Lords, examines the credibility of ones, 
and the known corruption of theſe men may be properly pleaded at 
the trial, where your Lordſhips will balance, every circumſtance. witk 
your known impartiality, and examine how. far. every aſſertion is 
invalidated by the character of the witneſs, and how, far it Is con- 
firmed by a corroborstory concurrence of, known events, or ne 
ed by other teſtimonies not liable to the ſame exception. 

Thus, my Lords, it may be obſerved how quickly ae are 
diſperſed with which intereſt or perverſeneſs have endeavoured to 
obſcure the truth, and how eaſily the ſtrongeſt objections which the 
greateſt : abilities could raiſe, againſt this bill are confuted, or ham ap- 
parently, when they are cloſely examined, they confute themſelves. 

One of the objections that require no anſwer is, that which has 
been raiſed with regard. to the extent, of the indemnity offered in the 
bill, Which, i in the opinion of thoſe: that oppoſed it, ought to. be re- 
ſtrgined to particular perſons. But, hat it. is chiefly, if nat ſolely, 
intended to be applied to thoſe who have tefuſed. to anſwer the queſ- 0 
ions, of. the eomazittes, 1 believe every Lord, in this, Houſe. is Sully, 

| convinced 
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convinced; it was, however, neceſſary to draw it up in general 
terms, left other artifices might have been employed, and left, by 
pointing-out particular perſons, opportunity might have been given 


to deprive the public of their pon ping oy nn upon them to 
withdraw. 5 


The bill was juſtly died, "bp a noble Lang! a bill to privelit an 


enquiry from being impoſſible. The difficulty of enquiries for the 


public is well known; and the difficulty ariſes chiefly from- the 
inability of the people to reward their advocates, or their evidence. 
The ſtate of the court, my Lords, is very different; the crown can- 
not only pardon, but advance thoſe that have on any occaſion pro- 
moted its intereſt; and I hope it will not be too much power to be 
for once granted to the people, if they are empowered to throw a 
ſimple indemnification into the balance, and try whether with the 
ſlight addition of truth, and reaſon, and e it will be able to 
weigh down titles, and wealth, and power. | 

It has been urged, that there is danger left this bill ſhould bonne ; 


2 precedent. T hope, my Lords, the ſame occaſion will not often | 
happen; and whenever it ſhall hereafter occur, the precedent of 


paſling the bill. will be much leſs dangerous than that of rejecting it. 
I hope it is not neceſſary: to ſay more on this ocaſion; yet I can- ' 
not forbear to remind ſome Lords of the fatal conſequences which 


at critical conjunRures they have often dreaded, or appeared to dread, 


from a diſagreement of this Houſe with the Commons. At this 
time, in which the nation is engaged in war, when the whole conti- 
nent is one general ſcene of diſcord and confuſion; when the wiſeſt 


| counſels, the firmeſt unanimity, and the moſt vigorous meaſures we 


apparently neceſſary, it might not be improper to reflect, how un- 


ſeaſonably we ſhall irritate the Commons by rejecting this bill, and 


how juſtly we ſhall exaſperate the people, by ſhewing them that their 


complaints and remonſtrances are of no weight; that they muſt expect 
the redreſs of their grievances from ſome other power; and that we 


prefer the impunity of one man to the ue 1 54 EE of hah | 


public. BYTE egg 
Lord IL Ar Sis m6 next to the following MAN'S 1155 oh: As 
there has in this debate been very frequent mention of extraordinary 


caſes, -of new modes of wickednefs, which require new forms of 
procedure, and new arts of eluding juſtice, which make new methods 
| of proſecution neceſſary, I cannot forbear to lay before your Lord- 
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ſhips my ſentiments on this queſtion; ſentiments not ſo much formed. 
by. reflection as impreſſed by experience, and which, I owe not to 
any ſuperior degree of penetration. into future events, dh to ſubſe- 
quent diſcoveries of my own errors. 

I have obſerved, my Lords, that in-every collifion of. 8 * 
occaſion on which their paſſions are inflamed, is always termed an 
extraordinary conjuncture, an important criſis. of affairs, either be- 
cauſe men affect to talk in ſtrong terms of the buſineſs in which they 
are engaged, for the fake of aggrandizing themſelves. in their own 

opinion and that of the world, or becauſe the preſent obje& appears , 
greateſt to their fight by intercepting others, and that is imagined. 
by them to be really molt important in Itſelf, by which their own. 
pleaſure is moſt affected. 


On theſe extraordinary occaſions, my Lords, the {Rocio have 


always endeavoured to, ſecure their conqueſt, and to gratify their 


they are promoted, only juſtifiable by i the preſent exigence. And no 


_ paſſions by new laws, by laws, even in the opinion of thoſe by whom | 


ſooner has a new rotation of affairs given the ſuperiority to another ö 
party, than another law equal) F; unreaſonable. and equally new, is 
found equally neceſſary for a contrary purpoſe. Thus is our conſti- 


tution violated by both, under the pretence of ſecuring it from the 
attack of each other, and laſting evils have been. EA for the fake - 


of averting a temporary danger. -; 
I have been too long acquainted with bei oe to 3 291 panty. 2 


repreſent their diſputes as more ' momentous than they appeared to 
their own eyes. I know, my Lords, how highly every man learns . 
to value that which he has long contended for, and how eaſily every... 
man prevails upon. himſelf to believe the ſecurity of the public com- 


plicated with his own. 'T have no other intention in theſe remarks, . 


than to ſhew how men are betrayed i into a concurrence in meaſures, 


of which, when the ardour of oppoſition has ſubſided, and the ima- 


ginary danger is paſt, they have very ſeldom failed to repent. Ys 
I do not remember, my Lords, any deviation from the eſtabliſhed 
order of our conſtitution, which has not afterwards produced remorſe . 


in thoſe that adviſed it. I have known 1 many endeavour to obviate ; 


the evils that might be produced by the precedents which they have 
contributed to eſtabliſh, by public declarations of their repentance, _ 


and acknowledgments of their e error; and for my part, I take this 


140 N 1 opportunity 


* 


with inſincerity i in their conduct, or to accuſe them of affecting to 


1 


wo 2 % on 


. deelaring, that though I have more than once ent | 


extraordinary bills, I do not recolle& one which I would' not now 


oppoſe, nor one of which e ee ſhewn Und, this de 


danger is greater than the benefit.” 

Thave learned at length, my Lords, that our conſtitution las been 
ſo formed by the wiſdom of our anceſtors, that it is able to protect 
iefelf by its own powers, without any affiſtance from temporary ex- 
pedients, which, like ſome kinds of medicines in the human body, 
may give it the appearance of uncommon vigour, but which, in 
ſecret, prey upon its nobleſt parts, and hurry it to a ſudden decay. 

But none of all the meaſures into which I have ſeen parties 
precipitated by acrimony and impetuofity, have I known parallel to 


the bill which is now defended in this Houſe ; a bill which I hope 


we ſhall have reaſon to term the wildeſt effort of miſguided zeal, and 
the moſt abſurd project that the enthuſiaſm of faction ever produced. 


The particular clauſes of this bill have been already examined with 
great acuteneſs and penetration, and have all been ſhewn to be 
abſurd or uſeleſs. I ſhall therefore only add this obſervation, that 
the indemnification, however liberally offered, will be wholly at the 
diſpoſal of thoſe who ſhall receive the examinations, by whom, when | 
ſueh' diſcoveries are not made as they may happen to expect, the 
witneſſes may be charged with referve and inſincerity, and be proſe- 
_ Euted for thoſe crimes which could, never have Bene known but by 8 


their own conſeſſion. 


It is not impoffible, but that if the bait * of indem 5 fication hall 
be-found infufficient to produce teſtimonies againſt the noble perſon, | 
a bill of pains and penalties may be attempted to terrify thoſe who =: 
are too wiſe to be enſnared by ſpecious promiſes ; for what may not 
be expected from thoſs who have already ſent their fellow-ſubjedts to . 


17 2 Lad 


Nor can I Atebver, my Lords, how the moſt Abandoned villains | 
will be hindered from procuring indemnity by perjury, or what mall 
exclude a conſpirator againſt the life and govermnent of his Ma- 


jeſty from pardon, if he ſwears, that in a plot for ſetting the Pre- 


tender on the throne, he was aſſiſted by the counſels N the Earl of 0 


Orford. 


Ii has indeed been in forte degree granted, that FE bill requires ; 
1 ban amendment, by propoſing that the neceſſary alterations may be 


| made t to cke 3 of it as ſhall appear defective to the committee, 
which 


— 
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which would indeed be highly expedient, if only ſome particular 


clauſes were exceptionable; but, my Lords, the intention of the 
bill is cruel and oppreſſive; the meaſures by which that intention is 
promoted are contrary to law, and without precedent; and the 
original principle is falſe, as it ſuppoſes a criminal previous to the 
crime, 

It is urged as the moſt preffing argument by the advocates for the 
bill, that it ought to be paſſed to gratify the people. I know not, 
my Lords, upon what principles thoſe who plead ſo earneſtyfor rigid 
juſtice, can endeavour to influence our deciſions by any other mo- 
tives; or why they think it more equitable to ſacrifice any man to 
the reſentment of the pcople, than to the malice of any ſingle perſon; 
nor can conceive why it ſhould be thought leſs criminal to ſell our 


voices for popularity than for preferment. 


As this is therefore, my Lords, a bill contrary to all berger 50 
and inconſiſtent with itſelf; as it only tends to produce a bad end by 
bad means, and violates the conſtitution not to relieve but to oppreſs; 
as the parts, ſingly conſidered, are defective, and the whole grounded 
upon a falſe principle; it neither requires any longer debate, nor 
deſerves any farther conſideration; it is rather to be deteſted than 
criticiſed, and to be n without apy ſuperfluous attempt for 1 its 


amendment. 


[The 6 Lords were all who ſpoke i in this debate. 
The queſtion being then put, Whether the bill ſhould be committed? 


It PO: in the negative. ; | 
Content 47 _ Not content - 92 
Proxies 10 Proxies 7 85 17 
15 , 6 7 5 | : Ter on 
. 10 


But a proteſt was entered on this occaſion, ſigned by 28 Lords; 
the former part of it drawn from the ſpeech of the Duke of Argyle, 
and the latter pure 975 it from that of en en 1 N 
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TY Auen 20, 1742. 
9 Security Ow . Trade ol de ü 
Tbe Aas day that the Loris read a firſt time the en 
bill, they read alſo for the firſt time a bill ſent from the Commons, 
citiched, An Af for the better protecting and ſecuring the Trade and 
Navigation of this Kingdom in Time of War. As this bill had a re- 
markable riſe, paſſed the Commons without a diviſion, and the end 
| propoſed by it was ſo conmetidable, it may be proper to give ſome 


account of it before we 8 8 to the debate thereon in the Houſe 


of Lords. 5 
Tt may be remembered, that we have ientioned great cauſe of 


complaint on account of the loſſes ſuſtained by the Britiſh merchants | 
from the. enemy” $ privateers, who were not ſufficiently checked. The 


merchants and traders of London, Briſtol, and other cities, having 


applied to the adminiſtration in vain, preſented petitions to both 


Houſes, ſetting forth, among other things, „that notwithſtanding 
« the growing inſolence of the Spaniſh privateers, the applications 
& of the ſuffering tmerchants for protein and redreſs, had been 
& neglected; that numbers of his Majeſty's moſt uſeful ſubjects have 
<« been reduced to want and impriſonment, or, compelled by inhu- 
man treatment, and deſpairing of a Cartel for the exchange of 
40 priſoners, had enliſted i in the ſervice of Spain; that there had been 
00 various neglects and delays in the appointment of convoys, and 
« ſome of the commanders of the few that had been granted, deſerted 
<< the ſhips under their care at hs and left them as a prey to the 
« enemy, &c. 


One petition farther ſays, That the want of ſhips of force pro- 


“ perly ſtationed, encouraged the enemy to increaſe the number of 


& their privateers.” 
Another, « That . of the 3 were ls on our coaſt, 
ac in the channel and ſoundings, at a time when the naval force of 
| “Britain 


itain 
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« Britain was greater than ever was known, a few ſhips of which 


«© might have ruined the enemy's privateers.“ 


One ſet of the petitioners apprehend, . that moſt of the edptutes 
c“ might have been prevented, had a few ſhips been propetly ſta- 
« tioned on this ſide Cape e and the commanders _ to 
«. the ſtricteſt duty,” | 


Other petitioners © are not a little 3 not only at the in- 


« creaſe aid number of the Spaniſh privateers lately equipped, but 
« at the unexpected. great ſtrength the enemy have lately ſhewn a 


« the Mediterranean, by. which their trade muſt Hans more e pre | 
e carious than ever.“ 


The laſt petition delivered in was from the Sink Aldermen, _ 


and Commons of the city of London, ſetting forth, * that they had 
“ ſeen a powerful and well provided fleet remain inactive in our 
“ own ports, or more ingloriouſly putting to ſea, without the ap- 


e pearance of any enterprize in view; while our trading veſſels were 


« daily expoſed * to the privateers of an inconſiderable port, and a 
« feeble enemy holds our naval power in derifion, to the ruin of 
© trade, Tay a nh the Ty and the Ag: of the An 
«© name.” 

Their 3 Tree is, That thay may have unk böngehs 
« and that the commanders be ordered not to deſert their charge 
„ when in danger; that cruizers be properly Rationed, * to 
c ſuch inſpection as ſhall beſt anſwer the end deſigned. 

They all concluded with praying, © that the Houſe would make 


e ſuch proviſion for the future ſecurity of the navigation and c com- : 
* merce of theſe kingdoms as they ſhall think fit. 9 , 


The petitions were ſeverally referred to the conſideration of 4 
committee of the whole Houſe, and the following orders We for 
neceſſary papers to be laid before the Houſe. - 


I. An account of his Majeſty's ſhips of war which .have ben 
employed ſince the beginning of laſt year, as cruizers for the pro- 


tection of the trade of this kingdom on this fide Cape Finiſterre, 
the ſtations of ſuch ſhips, and how long ordered to continue there- 
upon, with the times of their going to ſea, and their returning into 
port; when ſuch ſhips were cleared, and which of them tallowzd, 


and when reſpectively. 


2. The journals of the commanders of ſuch of his Mays ſkips 
of war as u have been employed, fince the commencement of the pre- 
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ſent war as cruiſers for the protection of trade on this ide Cire 5 


Finiſterre. 

3. An account of the 9 of war - built in any of his Majeſty 8 
moods: which have been launched ſince July 1739, the times when 
launched, when firſt put to ſea, and on what ſervices employed. 

4. An account of the ſhips of war built in private yards for his 
Majeſty's ſervice, in the ſaid time; diſtinguiſhing the times when con- 

trafted for, when launched, when firſt put to ſea, and on what ſer- 
Wees employed. 

5. An account of the ſhips and veſſels Ken Fee: for his '« Majeſty” $ 

| iss ſince the ſaid time, diſtinguiſhing when , when firſt 

put to ſea, and what ſervices employed in. 


6. An account of the ſhips of war appointed as convoys to the 


trade of this kingdom to foreign parts, fince the commencement of 
the preſent war, diſtinguiſhing the ſhips appointed, and the particular 
' ſervices, together with the notices given to the traders of the time 
prefixed for their ſailing, and the times they ſailed reſpeRively.,” 

7. That his Majeſty be addreſſed for the report of the com- 
miſſioners for executing the office of Lord High Admiral to his Ma- 


jeſty in Council, upon the petition of the merchants, relating to their 


loſſes during the war, to be laid before the Houſe. | 
8. That the ſchoolmaſter and a mariner on board his Majeſty 's 
| ſhip the Duke, do attend the ſaid Committee. 
Sizx days after theſe orders paſſed, the ſaid accounts and report were 
preſented to the Houſe by the Secretary of the Admiralty. . 
There were alſo laid before them copies of above one hundred 
letters, from and to the Secretary of State, Admirals, Ambaſſadors, 


Conſuls, Commanders of his Majeſty's ſhips, and trading veſſels ; 


from the commiſſionęrs of the ſick and hurt ſeamen, with heads of a 


cartel for exchange of . ; and memorials and PEI 


from merchants. 
Alſo a liſt of ſhips taken ener the commencement of the war, and 
of the priſoners made by the enemy, alſo letters from ſeveral of them 
relating to their treatment, and from the Captain-General of the 
province where the ſaid ſeamen were impriſoned, relating to an ex- 
change; ſeveral certificates and depoſitions, and a propoſal by the 

Lords of the Admiralty for a general exchange of priſoners; alſo 
| copies of the orders of the Commiſſioners of Admiralty t to Captains 
7 and Commanders on the cnemy's 8 coaſt, 


Petitions | 
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"Petitions from the wives of ſeamen taken priſoners ; letters to and 
from the principal officers of the _— priſoners 1 in Britain, relating 
to the exchange. | | 

Certificates of the diſcharge of 3 priſoners, by the enemy, on 
promiſe that a like number of the priſoners in Britain ſhould be 


_ diſcharged, 


The Secretary of the Admiralty alſo laid before the Houſe a book 


; of the regulations and inſtructions relating to the ſea 8 eſtabliſh- 
ed by his Majeſty in Council. 7 


Theſe requiſites being laid before the Houſe of Commons, they 
went into a Committee on the 23d day of their ſitting, heard one of 
the petitioners, ſeveral witneſſes, and defired to fit again. 3, 

In the mean time was preſented to the Houſe ſeventeen other letters 
concerning ſea affairs, and an account when the Eaſt India Company 
firſt applied ſince the war began for a convoy to St. Helena, and when 
they ſailed, and what number of ſhips came under the ſaid convoy, 
and on the 25th day of fitting the Committee heard more witneſſes. © 

Next day they proceeded, when an account was brought in of the 


| Spaniſh Priſoners releaſed, by what orders, and on what conditions ; 


alſo an account of the number of ſeamen employed the laſt year, ar. 
tinguiſhing how many at home, and how many abroad, alſo of the 
number of ſhips and veſſels of war, diſtinguiſhing the rates. | 
The Secretary of the Admiralty alſo preſented a liſt of the names 
of the merchant ſhips, and the maſters, as have behaved ſo negligently | 
as to delay the convoys from whom they had taken ſailing orders, or 
that have abandoned the ſame, or that have been any ways diſobedient 
to the inſtructions eſtabliſhed for good government, with the” nar- 
ration of the facts ſince the beginning of the war. at 
Alſo copies of the reaſons given in writing by ſuch Coba of 
his Majeſty's ſhips as have been appointed in this war as cruiſers on 
this ſide Cape Finiſterre, for leaving their ſtations or for coming into 


port, before the time required by. their orders, which An were 


fixty-one in number. 
All which were referred to the faig e and a they 
heard ſome other evidence, and after further n deſired leave 
to ſit again. 
Next day the Secretary of the Admiralty preſented copies of all ap- 


e for convoys for ſhips and cruizers, and what was done 
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thereon, which papers were above forty, of which eight were  petiv 
tions to get convoys for ſingle ſhips. 

All which papers and accounts were referred to the aid 3 
tee, which was to proceed again on the 28th day, but the Houſes 
were deſired to adjourn for fifteen days. When the Houſe met again 
the ſaid Secretary preſented copies of all complaints made ſince the 
war began, to the Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, againſt, or re- 
5 lating to commanders leaving the trade under their convoy, or their 
ſtations, or. for impreſſing ſeamen out of outward- bound ſhips after 
clearance, or homeward-bound before they reached their port, or-for 
other miſbehaviour, or injury done by them to track, with an account 
of what has been done thereupon. 

Theſe papers, including the complaints and the Fs given there- 
upon, which are much the greater part, with juſtifications from the 
commanders, were in number forty ; but we ought not to omit that 
amongft them there is a repreſentation of the Portugal merchants in 
favour of one commander, Capt. Ambroſe, who had taken ſeveral 
of the enemy's privateers. 

On the 33d day of fitting was- 8 from the office for he 
ſick and wounded ſeamen, copies of the returns from ſuch perſons as 

| have been empowered to pay his Majeſty's bounty to the Britiſh ſub- | 
| jects, priſoners in the ports of Spain, diſtinguiſhing the number of 
men paid each month, and what ſhips they belonged to, and when 
taken. | 
Alſo an account of the number of men ie have been put kick on 

ſhore from his Majeſty's ſhips, into the hoſpitals laſt year, diſtinguiſh» 
ing how many died, and how many were returned to the ſhips, or 
run away, or were otherwiſe diſpoſed of. | 

Which papers were referred to the ſaid Committee, * the Houſe 
Went into it, heard further evidence, and the Chairman defired leave 
to ſit again. 
- Accordingly they erde on n this affair PE 35th day, and heard 

further evidence. 
On the 37th day more papers were laid before ths Houſe, being 
three ſeveral orders iſſued by the Admiralty to the Commanders of his 
Majeſty's ſhips 1 in the ports of Portugal, or ſuch as ſhall have occa- 
ſion to put into the ſaid ports; alſo an eſtimate of the debt of the 
navy 3 3 which were lags ha to the faid Committee, and the Houſe 
Went 
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wha into it, and came to ſeveral reſolutions which were, reported the 
next day, and are as follow. 

The firſt reſolution was, That it appeared to the Committee, that 
notwithſtanding the repeated applications of the merchants for cruiſers 
to be properly ſtationed for the protection of the trade of this nation 
from the privateers of Spain, the due and neceflary care has not been . 
taken to keep a proper number of his Majeſty” s ſhips employed i in tha 
ſervice, more eſpecially i in and near the Channel and Soundings ; for 
want of which, many ſhips had been taken by the enemy, ſome of 
them of conſiderable value, to the great loſs of many of his Majeſty's 8 
ſnbjects, the great advantage and encouragement of the enemy, and 
the diſhonour of this nation. II. That the detention of the ſhips 
bound to Portugal for near twelve months, by the refuſal of protections 
for ſome time, and the delay of convoys afterwards, gave our rivals 
in trade an opportunity of introducing ne w ſpecies of their woollen 
manufactures into Portugal, to the great detriment of this kingdom. 

Upon this foundation the Houſe ordered that a bill be brought i in g 


for the better protecting and ſecuring the trade and navigation of this 


kingdom in times of war; and that the Lord Mayor of London, 
(ſince deceaſed) and Sir John Barnard, do PRs and bring in 
the ſame. 

On the 1ſt day of April, being the 59th of their ſitting, the Lord 
Mayor of London preſented, according to order, a bill for the better 
protecting and ſecuring the trade and navigation of this kingdom in 
time of war, and the ſame was received and read a firſt time, and 
ordered to be read a ſecond time, and to be printed. | 

By reaſon of ſome omiſſion, we do not find when the bill was read 
a ſecond time ; but, on the 72d ſitting, a day was appointed to go 
into a Committee on the 79th, when they did, and made ſeveral 
amendments, which were reported on the 82d day, and with amend- 
ments to one of them were agreed to, and ordered to be engroſſed, 
At their 87th ſitting the bill was read a third time and paſſed, and the 
Lord Mayor of London was ordered to carry the bill to the Lords, 
and defire their concurrence. And three days after it was read by 
their Lordſhips a firſt time, and is as follows; z the words within theſe 
marks [] ſhewing how the blanks were filled up,. and the amend- 
ments made in its progreſs RP the Houſe of Commons with | 


notes of the words left ou. ; EW 
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wo Af for the better retelling and ſecuring of the Trade and Navigation 7 
| of this kingdom in times of war. ; 

« WHEREAS it is neceſſary, in times of war, that a ſufficient 

number of ſhips ſhould be appointed, and kept conſtantly employed, 
as cruiſers, in proper ſtations, for the protection and ſecurity of the 
trade and navigation of this kingdom; be it enacted by the King's 
Moſt Excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of both 
| Houſes of the Senate in this preſent Council aſſembled, and by the 
authority of the fame, That when and as often as this kingdom ſhall 
be engaged in war with any kingdom or ſtate in E urope, (over and 
above the ſhips of war for the line of battle, and for convoys to remote 
parts) ſuch a number of ſhips of war as ſhall be ſufficient for the pro- 
tection and ſecurity of the merchant ſhips, in their going out and re- 
turning home, ſhall be conſtantly employed as cruiſers, or for con- 
voys, in and near the Britiſh Channel and Soundings, and in ſuch 
other ſtations on this ſide Cape Finiſterre, as ſhall by the Lord High 
Admiral, or Commiſſioners for executing the office of Lord High 
Admiral of Great-Britain for the time being, be judged moſt proper 
for that purpoſe ; the aforeſaid ſhips of war to be careened at leaſt 
[three] times in the year, or oftener, if there be occaſion ; ; and that 
the ſeamen on board any ſuch cruiſers ſhall not be turned aver into. 
any other ſhip or ſhips, but ſuch only as ſhall be appointed for 
cruiſing, or home convoys, according to the tenor of this act. 
(2.) * Provided always, and be it enacted by the authority afore- 
ſaid, That nothing herein contained ſhall reſtrain, or be conſtrued to 
FFI the Lord High Admiral or Commiſſioners for executing the 
office of Lord High Admiral for the time being, from directing any 
of the ſhips- which ſhall be appointed to be cruiſers in purſuance of 
this act, to be employed in the line of battle, (in caſe of great ne- 
ceſſity) on this fide Cape F iniſterre, without whoſe immediate di- 
rection, the ſaid ſhips ſhall be always cruiſing, or employed as home 
convoys, except when they are careening or refitting, 

(3.) * And be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the Lord 
High Admiral, or Commiſſioners for executing the office of Lord 
High Admiral for the time being, ſhall on or before the [firſt day of 
July next] authoriſe and appoint a Commiſſioner of the Navy, or 
ſome one or more perſon or perſons, who ſhall conſtantly reſide at 
ſuch place or places as his Majeſty ſhall direct; by virtue of which 

| Ippoint- 
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ö appointment, ſuch perſon or perſons, in the place or places for which 


he or they ſhall be appointed, ſhall ſuperintend or overſee every thing 
relating to the aforeſaid cruiſers; and ſhall take care that every thing 
neceſſary be immediately provided for all and every the aforeſaid 
cruiſing ſhips of war, that ſhall come into any port by ſtreſs of weather, 
or to careen or refit ; and as ſoon as they or any of them are refitted, 
ſhall order all or any of the ſaid . of war to put to ſea again as 
ſoon as poſſible. 

(4 .) And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That 
from and after the ſaid [firſt day of July] if any Captain, or other 
officer on board any of his Majeſty's ſhips of war, ſhall wilfully 
ſpring, carry away, or loſe any maſt or maſts of any ſuch ſhip * or 
ſhall make any falſe pretence or excuſe for leaving the ſtation on 
which ſuch ſhip or ſhips ſhall be appointed to cruiſe, or ſhall return 
into port before the expiration of the term appointed for his cruiſe, 
without juſt and ſufficient reaſon for ſo doing, every Captain or 


officer offending in any of the aforeſaid caſes, [ſhall be puniſhed by 


fine, impriſonment, or otherwiſe, as the. offence by a Court Martial 
ſhall be adjudged to deſerve.) | 

(5-) © And to the intent that it may be the more eaſily known 
what ſervice the aforeſaid cruiſers ſhall every year perform, be it 
enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the - Commiſſioner of the 


Navy in each of the out-ports, or ſuch perſon or perſons as ſhall, for 


that purpoſe, be appointed by the Lord High Admiral, or Commiſ- 
ſioners for executing the office of Lord High Admiral for the time 
being, ſhall tranſmit to him or them, every [three months] a diſtinct 
and ſeparate account digeſted into proper columns, of the time when 
any of the ſhips appointed to be cruiſers, failed out of port, when ſuch 
ſhip came in, together with the number of days caſt up that ſuch ſhip 
was out upon duty, and the reaſons of her putting into port, and the 
time and reaſons of her ſtay there ; -with an account how often, and 
the times when each of the ſaid ſhips have been careened every year; 
and that the Lord High Admiral, or Commiſſioners for executing the 
office of Lord High Admiral for the time being, ſhall cauſe copies of 


the ſaid accounts to be laid before. both Houſes of the Senate within 


[eight days] after their meeting. 
(6.) „ And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That 


the Lord High Admiral, or Commiſſioners for executing the office of 
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Lord High Admiral for the time being, mal, on or before the ſaid : 5 
[firſt day of July} nominate and appoint ſuch a number of the ſhips of 3 
War, as ſhall be ſufficient for the purpoſes aforementioned, - to be 
cruiſers or convoys on this ſide Cape Finiſterre for the current year ; 
and {ball afterwards yearly, and every year, during the preſent or any 
future war, between the [firſt day of November] and the [firſt day of 
December] nominate and appoint a a ſufficient number of ſhips of war 
to be cruiſers or convoys on this ſide Cape F iniſterre for the year 
enſuing; ; and as often as any of them ſhall happen to be taken or loſt, 
ſhall, as ſoon as may be, appoint others 1n . room of every ' ſhip ſo 
taken or loſt. 
| & ho And whereas 1 it | is of the utmoſt 1 1 to the trade of 
TY this nation, that the captains or commanders of his Majeſty's ſhips 
of war appointed for convoys to and from remote parts, ſhould. take 
due care of the merchant ſhips committed to their charge; be it 
therefore enacted by the authority aforeſaid, Tbat every captain or 
| commander of any of his Majeſty? s ſhips « of war, who, on or after 
tte bill ſhall commence, ſhall be appointed convoy or guard to-any 
- merchant ſhips or veſſels, or who ſhall have any merchant ſhips or 
veſſels under his charge, do and ſhall diligently attend upon ſuch charge 
without delay, and in and during the courſe of the voyage take the 
= utmoſt. care of ſuch merchant ſhips and veſſels, and do and ſhall. 
every evening ſee that the whole number of the ſaid merchant ſhips 
anc veſſels under his convoy be in company with him;. and in cafe 
he ſhall be obliged in the night time to tack, or alter his courſe, or 
lie to, that he do and ſhall make the proper ſignals, to give the mer- 
chant ſhips and veſſels, under his convoy, notice thereof; and if in 
= _ the morning he ſhall find any of the ſaid merchant ſhips and veſſels 
do be miſſing, he ſhall uſe his utmoſt endeavours to rejoin them, and 
Mall not willingly or negligently fail away from, leave, or forſake | 
ſuch merchant ſhips or veſſels, until he has ſeen them ſafe, ſo far 28 
he ſhall be directed to convoy them; and in caſe any of the ſaid 
merchant ſhips: or veſſels ſhall be in diſtreſs, he ſhall give them all 
proper and neceſſary relief and aſſiſtance, as far as he is able; and i in 
caſe any ſuch captain or commanding officer ſhall refuſe or neglect to 
do all or any of the matters aforeſaid, every ſuch captain or com- 
manding officer ſhall [be EIN. to make reparation of the 
damage to the e werchantst OWRETE, þ and athers, as the. court of 1 
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P ralty ſhall adjudge; and alſo be puniſhed according to the quality of 
his offence, as ſhall be adjudged fit by a court-martial.} | 


(8) © And whereas it is of the utmoſt importance to our ſettle-⸗ 
ments in America, and the trade thereof *, that the commanders of 
the ſhips ſtationed there, ſhould uſe their beſt endeayours for the pro- 
tection and ſecurity of ſuch trade, [and the colonies there ;] be it 


further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That + none of hig 


Majeſty's ſhips, which ſhall be ſtationed at any of the ſaid ſettle- 
ments, ſhall quit or leave their ſtations under pretence of going ta 
careen or refit, or under any other pretence whatſoever, without an 
eſpecial order from the Lord High, Admiral, or commiſſioners fag 
executing the office of Lord High Admiral, (or the commander in 


chief of his Majeſty” 8 ſhips of of war in thoſe ſeas, or in America t,) 


for the time being ||. 

(9) © And to the end that it may appear 1 ſervice the ſhips ſo 
ſtationed ſhall perform, be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That 
the captain or commanding officer on board every ſuch ſhip or veſſel, 
ſhall keep a diſtinct and ſeparate account, digeſted into proper co- 
lumns, of the times when the ſaid ſhip or veſſel ſailed out of port, 
when ſuch ſhip or veſſel came in, the ſervice ſhe was upon, together 
with the number of days caſt up, that ſuch ſhip or veſſel was out 
upon ſuch duty, and ſhall cauſe the ſame to be fairly entered in one 
or more book or books, to be kept for that purpoſe ; ſuch entries to 


be digeſted in proper columns, and to be [every fix months] tranſ- 


mitted to & the captain or commanding officer of every ſuch tation 
ſhip, to the Lord High Admiral, or commiſſioners for executing the 


office of Lord High Admiral for the time being, and ſhall alſo ſend 
| duplicates of the ſaid accounts at the firſt opportunity. 


* (10) “ And be it further enacted by the authority ao. 


That the Commanders of his Majeſty's ſhips of war, on their ar- 


„ CR 


they ſhall have e from the Lav High "Kai or commil- | 


bogen for executing the office of Lord High Adin of Britain for 


* Left out, © in time as war,” + Left out, during the continuance of 


any ſuch war.“ 1 Theſe words were added. | Left out, © or unleſs 


the commander or commanders of ſuch ſhip or ſhips ſhall be ordered off their ſta- 
tion, to be employed in the line of battle in the American ſeas, which ſhall not be. 


done, but in caſes of the greateſt neceſſity.” Left out, together with | 


the duplicates theregf,” —I# This clayſe was added i in r fen, | 
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the time being, ſo far as they relate to the protection of the kid. go | 


Jonies, and of the trade of the ſaid colonies, to the governor. and 


council of the reſpective colony or plantation where they ſhall be 


ſtationed; which orders ſhall be entered into the council books of 
ſuch colony or plantation reſpectively; and the ſaid governor and 


council are hereby authorized and impowered to give ſuch directions 


in writing to the captains and commanders of ſuch ſtationed ſhips, as 
they ſhall think will be moſt for the protection and ſecurity of their 
trade: And the ſaid captains and commanders are hereby required 


to conform to, and obſerve the ſame, provided the ſame do not con- 


tradi the inſtructions they ſhall have received from the ſaid Lord 
High Admiral, or commiſſioners for e the office of Lord 


| * Admiral for the time being.“ 


HOUSE oF LORDS. 


. 5 1 


The Bil Ne the Sen ond Protection of Trade and Navigation being this 
Day read a ſecond Time in the Houſe of Lords, the Earl of Win- 


_ chelſea, who had lately accepted the Chair at the Admiraly Beard, 5 
and ons as gs 


My Lords, I know not by what Aden the numerous defects 


and general impropriety of this bill have eſcaped the attention of the 
other Houfe ;' nor is there any neceflity for examining the motives 
upon which it paſſed, or of enquiring whether its reception was faci- 
lirated by the popularity of the title, the influence and authority of 


thoſe by whom it was propoſed, or the imaginary defects of our pre- 


ſent regulations, which have been on ſome occaſions repreſented to 


be ſuch as it is ſcarcely poſſible to change but for the better. 
The knowledge and experience of thoſe who concurred in ſending 


. Dry bill for your Lordſhips approbation, cannot but produce ſome 
degree of prepoſſeſſion in its favour; for how can it be imagined» 
wy n that men of great abilities _ continual opportunities of 
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ert Ses, ſhould not be well verſed in queſtions relating chiefly 
to their private intereſt, and diſcover the neareſt way to DH own 
ſucceſs ! 

And yet, my Lords, it will be found that ads fugacity 15 . 
haps never ſo apparently forſaken them as on this occaſion, that no 
propoſition was ever laid before this Houſe, in which more contracted 
motives were diſcovered, and that, the bill is ſuch as might rather 
have been expected from petty traders, unacquainted with the fitua- 
tion of kingdoms, the intereſts of princes, the arts of policy, the 
laws of their own country, and the conduct of former wars, than 
by merchants of es Ss Rem correſpondence, and gread 
attainments. 

Before I proceed, my Tonds: to . the 3 of the bill 
by a diſtinct conſideration of the particular paragraphs, and an enu- 
meration of the ſeverat improprieties and defects which may be found 
in it, I think | it not ſuperfluous or unſeaſonable to remark one gene- 
ral error common to this with all other laws of the ſame kind, the 
error of preſcribing, rules to military operations, of attempting to 
fix what is in its own nature variable, as it muſt depend upon external 
cauſes to which the Britiſh 8 8 has yet found no means of 
extending its authority. 9 

To direct, upon remote conjectures He uncertain Rar the | 
conduct of a commander, i is, in my opinion, my Lords, not more 
rational than to trace upon a chart the courſe of a ſhip, and pronounce 
it criminal to deviate from it. The one ſuppoſes a foreknowledge of 
the motions of the wind, and the other of the councils of our ene- 
mies; nor can any thing be expected from ſuch regulations, but 
overthrow and diſgrace. ] believe, my Lords, that i in running over 
the hiſtories of the world, and examining the originals of the 
mightieft empires, and the ſudden revolutions which have been pro- 
duced by the overpowering torrents of war, which at different pe- 
riods of time have ſwept the powers of the earth before them, it will 
be found that all rapid conqueſts, and ſudden extenſions of empire, 
have been effected by ſovereign princes at the head of armies which 
acted only by immediate command, that few memorable actions have 
been performed by delegated commanders, and that of thoſe few 
whoſe names have deſcended to poſterity, thoſe have generally been 
| moſt ſucceſsful who were inveſted with the largeſt powers, Who 
acted without. tontroul, a were at libert to ſnatch every oppor- 
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tunity, and improve every favourable conjuncture, withour Jen 


ceflity of communicating their ſchemes, of waiting for the reſult of 
tedious deliberations, or of ſoliciting a relaxation of former orders. 


But, my Lords, though perhaps all poſitive preſcriptions of the 


evnduRt of military undertakings have a tendency rather to obſtruct 


than promote ſucceſs, yet as they may be drawn up with different 


\ 


degrees of wiſdom and ſagacity, ghey may have a greater or lefs ap- 


pearance of uſefulneſs and reaſon. Such as have been well con- 


certed may afford uſeful hints, though they ought not to be enacted 
with indiſpenſable obligations. And to conſider even thoſe in which 


Feſs proofs of ſkill and foreſight can be diſcovered, may have at leaſt 
this advantage, that the propoſals may not be ſpeedily repeated, nor 


our counſels embarraſſed with abſurd expedients. I ſhall therefore 


hay before your Lordſhips my opinion of every paragraph, and ſhew 


what are the objections which may be raiſed both to the whole bill i in 
general, and to its particular clauſes. 


To the bill in general, it muſt be objefted, that it is fle e with 


vague expreffions, ahl ideas ſo indeterminate, that no man can tell 
when he has obeyed it, Here are many rules ordered to be obſerved, 
when there ſhall be no juſt and ſufficient reaſon for neglecting them, 
and ſome operations to be performed as often as there ſhall be occa- 


Fon, and ſhips are to cruiſe in a certain latitude, unleſs there i is a 


neceſſity of employing them elſewhere. „ 

Did not the title of this bill, my Lords, ave it t me claim to a 
ſerious conſideration; and did not the integrity and capacity of thoſe 
by whom it was drawn up, exempt them from contempt and ridi- 
cule, I ſhould be inclined to treat a law like this with ſome degree of 
levity; for who, my Lords, can be ſerious when his conſent is de- 
fired to a bill, by which it is enacted, that men ſhall act on certain 


dccaſions, as they ſhall think moſt expedient? | | 
Nor is this, my Lords, the only inſtance of vrediſitaicy # and want 

of conſideration, for many of the injunctions are without any penal 
ſanction; ſo that though we "ſhould paſs this bill with the greateſt 


unanimity, we ſhould only declare our opinion, or offer our 


advice, but ſhould make no law, or what, with regard to the pur- 
Poſes of government, is the _ a law Which _ be he "can 
| without danger. 


But general objections, my Le, will naturally product WES 
evaſions; and a debate may be prolonged without producing any 


clear 
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dearyyiew.of the ſubject, or any ſatisfactory decifion of a Tingle queſ- 

J hall therefore endeavour to range tiy objections in order, 
and by examining ſingly every paragraph & the bill, ſhew the Weak- 
neſs of ſome expedients, the ſuperfluity of others, and the general 
unfitrieſs of the whole to gar the | an gence and n, in- 
tended by it. 

In the firſt clauſe alone y be Found inſtances of all the j impro⸗ 
prieties which I have mentioned to your Lofdſhips. It is propoſed 
that in a time of war between this empire and any other ſtate, fuch 
a number of ſhips ſhall be employed as cruizers or convoys in the 
channel, as the admiralty ſhall judge moſt proper for that purpoſe. 
What is this, my Lords, but to continue to the Admiralty the power 
which has been always executed? What is it but to enact that the 
ſhips ſhall be ſtationed in time of war as the Commiſſioners of the 
Admiralty ſhall determine and direct? 

Of theſe ſhips, it is further enacted, that they ſhall be careened 
three times à year, or ofterier if there ſhall be occafion ; but it is not 
declared who ſhall judge of the neceflity of careening, or who ſhall 
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de puniſhed for the negle@ of it when it is requiſite, or-for the ber 


miſſion or command of it when it is ſuperfluous. 
There is yet another regulation, my Lords, in this clauſe, which 


ought not ta be paſſed without remark. It is provided, that the 


failors employed in the cruizers and convoys in the channel, ſhall | 
not be turned over but to other cruizers and convoys ; ; by which I 
ſuppoſe | it was intended, that our outguards ſhould be prevented from 
being weakened, and that our merchants ſhould never be Ueftirute of 
prote&ion ; ah end truly laudable, and which deſerves to be pro- 
moted by foie eſtablithment better concerted. The expedient now 
propoſed, ſeems'to have been contrived upon the ſuppoſition that the 
Admiralty may not always be very ſolicitous for the ſafety of the 
wmerchints, and that therefore it is neceffify to ſectire them by a A 
from the danger of being deprived of protection; for upon the pre- 
ſent eſtabliſhment, the removal of men from one ſhip to ahother - 
muſt be made by the permiffion of the | Admiralty ; ; and when the right 
of ſuch permiſſion ſhall by this law be taken away, what new ſecu- 
rity will the merchants obtain? The Admiralty will ſtin have the 
power, though not of turning over the men, yet of OY 1 


4 
1 SEE 
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By the ſecond clauſe, my Lords, there is ſtill os 5werrRF ak ; 
the Admiralty, of diſmiſſing theſe guardians of conimerc&Frem ; 
ſtations, and employing them in caſe of great ncceſſity in the Wade 1 
battle, on this ſide Cape Finiſterre. Not to cavil, my Lerds at the Ml 
term of great neceſſity, of which it is apparent that the Commiſſioners 
of the Admiralty are to judge, I would deſire to be informed what 
meaſures are to be taken, if a royal navy ſhould unluckily rove be- 
yond this Cape, which is marked out as the utmoſt bound of the 
power of the Admiralty, and ſhould there be reduced to the neceſ- 
ſity of engaging deſperately with a ſuperior force, or retiring igno- 
miniouſly before it. Are not our ſhips to paſs a ſingle league beyond 
their limits, i in the honour or preſervation of their country? Are 
they to lie unactive within the ſound of the battle, and wait . their 
enemies on this ſide the Cape? | 
The third clauſe, my Lords, is, if ot © bf like the 1 yet 
ſo imperfectly drawn up, that it can produce no advantage; for of | 
what uſe will it be to ſtation an officer where his Majefty ſhall think | 
a fit ? At all the royal docks there are officers already ſtationed, and = 
in any other place what can an officer deputed by his Majeſty do more 
than hire workmen, who will as chearfully and as diligently ſerve any 
other perſon? And why may not the captain of the veſſel procure 
; neceſſaries for money, without the aſſiſtance of a commiſſioner ? 
In the fourth clauſe, my Lords, nothing is propoſed but what is 
every day practiſed, nor any authority conferred upon the Court of 
' Admiralty, than that which it always poſſeſſed, puniſhing thoſe who 
|  diſobey their orders. : The proviſion againſt the crime of wilfully 
ſpringing a maſt, is at leaſt uſeleſs ; for when did any man admit that 
| he ſprung his maſt by deſign? Or why ſhould it be imagined that 
| ſuch an act of wickedneſs, ſuch flagrant breach of truſt, and apparent 
deſertion of duty, would in the preſent ſtate of the navy eſcape the 
a ſevereſt puniſhment ? Would not all the officers and mariners on 
- board the ſhip ſee that ſuch a thing was wilfully done? Would not 
they cry qut—< You are ſpringing the maſt,” and N it, or 
Ep diſcover the crime, and demand puniſhment? | 15 
be fifth clauſe, my Lords, is without any penal fanftion, and 
therefore cannot be compulſive ; nor is any thing of importance pro- 
* in. it, which i is not already in the power of the Senate. Either 
ouſe may now demand an; account of the tations and employ- 
ments of the ſhips of war; nor does the Senate n now omit to exa- 
ö 5 / Bs 7 -mine 
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eur naval affaire, but beeduſe our beni is 


5 * tec by more important mee which will not 15 this 
| bin de contracted or facilitated. 


| be uſe of the proviſion i in the ſixth lid my Lords, 1 KN 
3 able to conceive; for to what purpoſe, my Lords, ſhould the ſhips 


appointed for any particular ſervice be nominated at any ftated time? 
What conſequence can ſuch declarations of our deſigns produce, but 


that of informing our enemies what force they ought to provide 


againſt us? In war, my Lords, that commander has generally been 
eſteemed moſt prudent, who keeps his deſigns moſt ſecret, and 


aſſaults the enemy in an nn, e with ſuperior and un- 


expected ſtrengtng. 

In the ſeventh elauſe, many regulations are creole to 4 com- 
e of thoſe ſhips which are appointed to convoy the trading 
veſſels. Theſe regulations, my Lords, are not all equally unreaſonable, 
but ſome of them are ſuch as it may on many occaſions be impoſlible 
for the commanders of his Majeſty's ſhips to obſerve in ſuch a man- 


ner as that the maſters of merchant ſhips may not imagine themſelves 


neglected or forſaken. ' The captain of the convoy may be therefore 
harraſſed by. them with proſecutions, i in which it may be difficult to 
make his innocence appear. The convoy may be ſometimes ac- 


euſed of deſerting the traders, when the traders in reality have for- 


ſaken the convoy, in confidence that they ſhould either arrive ſafe at 


the port without protection, or be able, if they ſhould happen to fall 
into the enemies hands, to charge their en upon 18 ms 
gence of their protector. : 
— The eighth clauſe, my Lords, is fo Ae ſows velng duch as might 

be expected from merchants, that it ſeems rather to have been drawn 
up by men who never ſaw the ſea, nor heard of the violence of a 
ſtorm, For who that had the ſlighteſt jdea of the uncertainty and hazard 


of a ſailor's condition, who that had been ever told of a ſhipwreck, 
or but looked on the pictures of naval diſtreſs, would propoſe that 


no ſhip-ſbould retire to a harbour, or quit the ſtation to which it was 
aſſigned, on any pretence whatſoever without permiſſion, which ſome- | 
times could not be obtained in many months, and-which never could 
be received ſoon enough to allow of a remedy for ſudden difaſters, or 
preſſing calamities. It might with equal reaſon be enacted; that no 
man ſhould extinguiſn a fire without an act of the wore. or a A 


thief from his window, without-a commiſſion of array. Ba © 
Yo L. . ; O | Rs It 


It is happy, my Lords, that this clauſe is not e 1 
nalty, and therefore can never have the obligatory, fanctioꝶ ea ö | 
law; but ſince it may reaſonably be ſuppoſed, — the. authors 1gfcit 
intended that the obſervation ſhould be by ſome means or. other en- 
joined, let us examine how much ſecurity 1 it would add to our navi- 
pation, and how much ſtrength to ouy naval power, if the breach of 
it had been made capital, which is in itſelf by no means unreaſon- 
able; for what puniſhment leſs than death can ſecure the obſervation 
of a law, which, without the hazard of life, cannot be obeyed? _ 
Let us therefore, my Lords, ſuppoſe a crew of gallant” ſailors ſur- 
prized in their cruize by ſuch a hurricane as is frequent in the Ame- 
rican ſeas, which the higheſt perfection of ſkill, and the utmoſt exer- 
tion of induſtry has ſcarcely enabled them to eſcape; let us conſider 
them now with their maſts broken, their ſhip ſhattered, and their 
artillery thrown into the ſea, unable any longer either to oppoſe an 
enemy, or to reſiſt the waves, and yet forbidden to approach the land, 
and cut off from all poſſibility of relief, till they have repreſented 
their diſtreſs to ſome diſtant power, and received a e pon | 
ſion to fave their lives. & 
. Miſery like this, my Lords, ah no ee nor need I 5 
| dwell long on the abſurdity of eſtabliſhing regulations which cannot | 
be obſerved, and which if they were enforced by any ſanctions, pro- | 
portioned, as all penal ſanctions ought to be, to the temptations of 
; 
0 
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violating them, muſt drive all our ſailors into foreign ſervice, or urge 
them, upon the firſt diſtreſs, to defiance wh "wy and fill America 
with pirates, and with rebels, 


By the ninth clauſe, my Lords, DO OR e bids a. t 

tion of the preſent diſcipline, It requires, that the commanders of I 
ſhips of war ſhall ſend only once in ſix months thoſe accounts of 0 
their conduct and their ſervice, which they are at preſent obliged to t 
| tranſmit by every ſhip that returns from America; ſo that by paſſing 0 


this bill, we ſhall only be diſabled from receiving regular and ſea- 51 
ſonable informations of the tranſactions of our diſtant ſquadrons and 
colonies, ſhall be diſturbed with e ſuſpicions, and tortured 0 
+ with unneceſſary ſuſpence. FS 
I have arrived at length at the laſt wt a laſs; my ns; b 
worthy to be the concluding paragraph of a bill like this; a clauſe fu 
in which the power of the Admiralty is communicated to the gover- b; 
nors of our colonies; men, my Lend, not hitherto an celebrates th 
. 5 | 1 | for 
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1. ant pd der wiſdom, moderation, or integrity; of whom at 8 


Jeaſt N I reproach to aſſert, that they are known to be for the 


bt Part wholly unacquainted with maritime affairs, and very little 
fined" for military knowledge; and of whom it is above all to be 

Wie, that they generally commence merchants at their arrival 
in America, and may more probably direct ſhips ſent to guard the 
colonies, to ſtations in which they may preſerve their own veſſels, 
than to thoſe where they! My ud e wen to the blen en? | 
m | 

Thus, my Lords, I have oceans without K every para- 
graph of this bill, and believe that from the objections which I have 
made, it appears now plainly to your Lordſhips, that all the regula- 
tions which are of any uſe, are ſuch as are already eſtabliſhed by long 
cuſtom, or by former ſtatutes; and ſuch therefore as it is unneceſ- 
ſary to mention in a new law; and that whatever is BEET to 10 found 
new, is abſurd, unintelligible or pernicious. | , 
This bill, my Lords, is ſaid to be de on the 40 made for the 
ſame purpoſe, in the wars of the Queen Anne; but I cannot for- 
bear to obſerve, that the; original law, though not one of thoſe to 
which much of the ſucceſs of that war is to be aſcribed, was drawn 
up with more diſcernment than the bill before us. It was at leaſt 
intelligible ;. the number of cruizers was limited, and it was there- 
fore poſſible to know when it was obeyed ; but of this bill I can con- 
fidently 8 that as no man can dae ſo no man can 
obſerve it. | 

I have ſpoken more Mes my Lors on chis devalion! becauſe 
this bill relates particularly to my preſent employment, in which as 
I defire to do my duty, I deſire to know it; and ſurely I cannot be 


condemned by your Lordſhips for oppoſing a bill, of which the only 


tendency is to make my province difficult, to render one part of my 
office inconſiſtent with another, and engage me in the taſk of . 
intending the execution of impracticable meaſures. 

- What influence my arguments will have upon your Loodihiph, I 
cannot foreſee. As every man flatters himſelf that his own opinions 
are right, I hope to find this Houſe concurring in my ſentiments; 
but whatever may be the determination of your Lordſnips, Jam fo 
fully convinced of the pernicious tendency of this bill, and the em- 
barraſſments which muſt be produced by an attempt to execute it, 
that if it be not rejected by this Houſe, I ſhall willingly reſign my 

QOz- office 
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office to others of more courage, or of greater abilities 5, 
have no hopes of performing my duty under theſe reſtrie 2 5 
to my own bonour, or to the advantage of my country. 23 

The Duke of Bepror. ſpoke next to the following 3 
Lords, Though the noble Lord has produced very ſpecious EM 
againſt every paragraph of the bill before, us, and though, many of 

his obſervations are juſt, and ſome of his objections not eaſily to be 
anſwered, yet I cannot admit that it will produce thoſe fatal conſe. 

quences which he ſeems to foreſee, nor am yet convinced that it Ao 

be either pernicious or uſeleſs. | 

It has always, my Lords, been the a Sg of this 3 
attend to every propoſal for the public advantage, to conſider it 

without any regard to the character of thoſe by whom. it is offered, 
and to approve or reject it pon no other motives tay "on of 
juſtice : and reaſon. 

The ſame equity and prudence. bas always influenced. your 5 
ſhips to diſtinguiſh: between the ſeveral parts of the ſame bill; to 
reject thoſe expedients, of which, however plauſible, either experience 
or reaſon may. diſcover the impropriety, and to retain. thoſe. from 
which any real benefit can reaſonably be expected. We ſhould never 
throw away gold becauſe it is mingled with droſs, or "refuſe to pro- 
mote the happineſs of the nation, becauſe: the expedients which were 

| offered for that end Happened to be ae with lame n of 2 
diſputable nature. 

Buy the proſecution of this ed; a miathos, my Loney _ ra- 
tional and juſt to be neglected or forgotten, I doubt not but this 
bill, which, as I ſhall readily admit, is not yet perfect, may be im- 
proved i into a law, from which the nation will receive great advan- 
tages, by which our trade will be extended, and our riches increaſed. 

Many of the clauſes, my Lords, may in my opinion admit of an 

eaſy vindication, others may be amended by very flight alterations, 
and very few are either wholly uſeleſs, or manifeſtly improper. 
+ The chief defect of the firſt clauſe is ſuch, that the noble Lord has, 
by declaring his diſapprobation of it, given a very uncommon proof 
of his integrity, diſintereſtedneſs and moderation; for it is imperfect 
only by placing too much confidence in the Admiralty, which is left 
in full power to determine the ng of eruigers in or near the 
Nn al, 1 e - 
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S t to be. employed in this particular ſervice, and that it was there- 


{ce the wiſdom of diminiſhing the authority of the Lord High Ad- 
miral ; for had that a& been extended in the fame manner to other 


ſervices, it would have left him only the name ny ſhadow of an 


office, without power and without uſe. 


This clauſe, my Lords, rightly underſtood, is only a A Ee hy 
of confidence in his Majeſty's officers, an evident confeſſion of their 


abilities to diſcern the e of the 1 55 25 of their zeal for the 
proſecution e e 

With as little reaſon, my D can it be ohhecded, chat the ſhips 
are required to be careened three times a year. The neceſſity of 


careening frequently thoſe ſhips, of which the chief uſe ariſes from 


their celerity, every ſailor can declare to your Lordſhips ; nor will 
any man whom his employments or his amuſements have made ac- 
quainted with navigation, alledge that any thing is propoſed i in the 
bill which it would not be detrimental to the public ſervice to neglect. 
It has been objected by the noble Lord, that they are directed to 
be careened oftener, if there be occaſion z, terms by which a diſcretionary 7 


power i is implied, of which yet it does not appear in whoſe hands it 


is lodged. Let us conſider, my Lords, what i inconvenience can ariſe 


from the clauſe as it now ſtands, and what corruption or ee 


can be encouraged by it. 
The diſcretionary right of bringing t the ſhip into. the ports to be 
careened oftener than thrice a year, muſt be without controverſy 


placed it in the captain; for none but thoſe that are in the ſhip can 
diſcover the neceſſity of careening it, or know the inconveniencies 
that are produced by che adheſion of extraneous ſubſtances 1 to its s lides | 


and bottom. 


I own, my Lords, it may be objected, that every captain will by 
this clauſe be furniſhed with an excuſe for deſerting his ſtation at 


| pleaſure ; ; that under pretence of 1 uncommon ardour to purſue the 


enemy, he may waſte his time in endleſs preparations for expedition; 
that he may loiter in the port to careen his ſhip; 3 that before it is foul, 
he may bring i it back : again, "and employ the crew in the ſame opera- 
tion; and that our merchants may be taken at 'the mouth of the 
harbours i in which, our ſhips of war lie to be careened. 

9 . But, 


5 e bill i is founded, CA: a Keen number of 


fore m more prudently drawn up than the preſent bill. But I cannot 


— 


Bis my Lords, it is to * e 9 in We mne 


a commiſſioner is appointed, by whom accounts are regularly tösbæ 
tranſmitted to the Admiralty, of the arrival and departure df zevery 


ſhip, and by whom the conduct of every captain is to be inipeRtedyr, 
and that he may eaſily detect ſuch truant commanders, as ſhall * 
their ſhips only for the ſake of deſerting their ſtations. oo 

Nor can the merchants ſuffer by any negligence or corruption of 
the captains, becauſe it is, intended that the place of every ſhip re- 
turning into port ſhall be ſupplied by another ; and that the ſame 
number ſhall be always in the ſame ſtation, unleſs more important 
ſervice makes them more neceſſary i in another place. ' ' 
This proviſo, my Lords, a proviſo undoubtedly reaſonable, is 

eſtabliſhed in the ſecond clauſe, but has not had the good fortune to 

eſcape the cenſure of the noble Lord, who has enquired, What muſt 

be the conduct of the commanders of cruizing veſſels, if a ſea · fight 

ſhould happen beyond the Cape, which they: are in this clauſe for- 
| bidden to paſs? 

That the clauſe may admit * expreſſions not only more proper, 
but more agrecable to the i intention of thoſe by whom it was drawn 
up, I cannot deny; for I ſuppoſe it very far from their deſign to limit 
the operations of our navy to any part of the ocean, and am confi- 
dent that they meant only that the cruizers ſhould not be diſpatched 
to ſuch a diſtance from their ſtations, as that our coaſts ſhould be 
left long unguarded, or the enemy have time to collect his forces, 
and pour his navies or his privateers upon our defenceleſs traders. 

If by the commiſſioners mentioned i in the third clauſe be intended 
a new ſwarm of officers, the propoſition is ſuch as I confeſs myſelf 
very far from approving ; for it will be to little purpoſe that we pro- 
tet the trade, if we invent new commiſſioners to devour its profits; 
nor can we hope for any other conſequence from additional wealth, 


if it be procured by increaſing the influence of the crown, but that 


we ſhould become a more tempting prey to the harpies of a court. 

But, my Lords, to accompliſh all that is intended by this clauſe, 
there is not any need of new officers ; ; for there are not many ports 
in which ſhips of war can be commodiouſly careened, and perhaps 
there i is not one which can be uſed for this purpoſe, in which there is 
not already ſome officer of the crown, whoſe employment allows him 
leiſure ſufficient for the execution of a new charge, and whoſe 2 7 
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he fourth clauſe, in which i is eic that no commander ſhall 
wübullyrpring his maſt, or deſert his ſtation, is ſuch as I ſhould be 
willing, with the noble Lord, to think unneceſſary ; but muſt appeal 
to your Lordſhips, whether the late conduct of the convoys has not 
too evidently ſhewn the defect of our preſent eſtabliſhment, F 
The injuries, my Lords, which the public may ſuffer bs the 
negligence of the commanders of the ſhips of war, are ſuch as it is 
worthy of the legiſlature to obviate with the utmoſt caution; and 
therefore it is by no means improper to enact a puniſhment for thoſe 
who ſhall upon any falſe pretences leave their ſtation ; for though 
ſuch neglect of duty is, in the preſent ſtate of our naval eſtabliſhment, 
conſidered as diſreputable and irregular, yet it does not appear that it 
has been cenſured with the deteſtation which it deſerves, MW OS 
with the ſeverity neceſſary to its preventio. . OST 
It is obſerved, my Lords, with relation to the following a | 
that either Houſe may at preſent require accounts of the conduct of 
the captains of the navy, and that therefore it is unneceflary to pro- 


vide by any new law, that they ſhall be laid before them; but if ier 


be conſidered, my Lords, how r many enquiries which we dre a right 
to make, are year after year conſtantly omitted, and how many may 
be excited by curioſity to read accounts which lie before them, Who 
yet will not move the Houſe to demand the accounts, or engage in 
the debate which ſuch a motion may produce, it will not be thought 
unneceſſary to provide, that they ſhall be Rr to examination with-: 
out the formality of a regular vat. Nn ee 

As to the ſixth clauſe, my Lords, which dh 5 nomination 
of convoys at a certain time, I can diſcover no reaſonable objection 


to ſuch a proviſion, or none that can preponderate againſt the ad- 


vantages which may ariſe from it. By the certain eſtabliſhment of 
convoys, the value of inſurance may be nearly fixed; merchants will 
know what confidence is to be repoſed in the force of the ſhips, and, 
what they have perhaps had of late equal reaſon to n bas 
much truſt can be placed in the fidelity of the commanders. 

The nomination. of convoys, my Lords, is in my opinion more 
likely to affright our enemies, and to deter their attempts, than to 


encourage them by the information which it will afford them; for 
rotting but our own negligence can conceal, from us the naval 
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ſtrength of any power on earth; and we may * | 


careful to preſerve our maritime ſuperiority, protech an 


them by the knowledge of the number and force of the. nnn 
for their defence. 742 eee 

I come now, my Lords. to the ſeventh clauſe; and- Gol. 155 . 
tain the duties of the captains to whoſe protection our trading veſſels 
are entruſted, cannot appear ſuperfluous to any of your Lordſhips 
who have read the liſts of our loſſes, heard the complaints of our 
merchants, or made any enquiry into the conduct of our ſea captains. 
There is, I fear, too much reaſon to believe, that ſome of them have, 
with premeditated deſign, deſerted the traders in places where they 
have known them moſt expoſed to the incurſions of the enemy; and 
it is to the laſt degree evident, that others have manifeſted ſuch con- 
tempt of the merchants, and ſuch a diſregard of their intereſt, as 
may moſt juſtly expoſe them to the ſuſpicion of very criminal negli- 
gence, of negligence which no COMMUNE can wo 200 mu 

againſt, or too ſeverely puniſh, . 

It has been affirmed by the noble Lord, that it is not . to 
ſubject the commanders of convoys to penalties for the loſs of the 
trading veſſels, which may perhaps either raſhly or negligently quit 
their protection. That it is not reaſonable to ſubject them to penal- 


4 certain, that it is not juſt to expoſe them to a trial, in a caſe in which 
it muſt be almoſt impoſſible to determine falſely; in a caſe where 


conduct, and where none but thoſe whoſe ſhip is loſt can be under 
the leaſt temptation to offer a falſe teſtimony againſt them. 

On this occaſion, my Lords, it may not be improper to obviate 
the objection produced by the ſeeming omiſſion of penal ſanctions, 
which is only another proof of implicit confidence in the officers of 
the Admiralty, who have already the power, allowed to military 

- courts, of proceeding againſt thoſe who ſhall deviate from their or- 
ders. This power, which is in a great degree diſcretionary, it was 
thought improper. to limit, by aſcertaining the puniſhment of crimes, 
which ſo many circymitances may aggravate or diminiſh; and there- 


moves Lord e it. 


ſo powerfully, that none of our enemies ſhall be incitsd eee 


ties, is undoubtedly true; but, my Lords, it is far from being equally 


the crews of perhaps twenty ſnips may be called as witneſſes of their 


fore, in my opinion, this clauſe is far ow. Aer men as the 


2 : The. 


raab AND NAVIGATION, 20 
== 23 think ftagauſts, by which the ſhips in America are prohibited 
* ee by which it is required that accounts ſhould be 
cee fit nch tranſmitted to the Admiralty, and by which the 
3 4 eipenins ute ſubjected to the command of the governors of our colo- 
ies, are in my opinion juſtly to be cenſured. The firſt is impoſſible 

| tobe obſerved, the ſecond is unneceſſary, and the third wil Get, 
produce more inconveniencies than benefits. 
Thus, my Lords, I have endeavoured to ſhew, that this din, though 
| not perfect, is yet fuch as with ſome emendations may produce great 
advantages to the traders of this empire. For though it is undoubt- 
edly a juſt obſervation, that the ſucceſs of military attempts cannot 
be promoted by rigid reſtrictions and minute regulations, yet it is 
equally certain, that no nation has yet been ſo fortunate as to be ferved 
by men of integrity ſuperior to laws, or of wiſdom fuperior to in- 
ſtructions; and every government has found it neceſſary to direct the 
conduct of its officers by general rules, though they have been al- 
lowed to comply with e en eee and to [chin way to 
ſudden accidents. | | 
I think: it therefore, my Lords, neceſſary to bu e that this bill 
ſhall be more particularly examined in a committee, that after hav- 


ing received the neceſſary explanations and neee it hens; be 
referred again to the other Houſe. 


Lord DeLAwakk roſe next, and ſpoke to the purpoſe Ulber 
—My Lords, The noble Duke has, by his arguments in favour of 
this bill, given a very eminent proof of great abilities; he has ſhewn 
every clauſe in that light which may leaſt expoſe to view its impro- 
prieties and defects; but has at length only ſhewn, that it is not im- 
poſſible to make a uſeful law, for the purpoſes mentioned in the title 
oc this bill; not that any of the expedients now propoſed! will afford 
the deſired advantage to the public, or obviate any of the inconve- 


5 niencies of which the en have om ſo long and ſo Gm mores, 
Z complaining. | 
5 This bill, my Lords; is indeed founded upon a law made i in a 
Z reign-celebrated-for the wiſdom of our conduct and the ſuccefs of our 
I arms; but it will not, I ſuppoſe, be aſſerted, that nothing was even 
. in that period ill conducted; nor will it be an argument, ſufficient” 
I for the juſtification of an expedient, that it was practiſed" in the 
e e J hd aaa nah 
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If we enquire into the conſequences of that nenngis l fran J 
inducement to revive it on this or any future occafionb»whihe ‚ n WE 
t 

* 


Fs 


no other effect than that of expoſing us to our enemieg-by dividibg_ 
our forces; a diſadvantage. of which we ſoon found the efte@s;rhy-the 
| loſs of two large ſhips of ſeventy guns, and of a multitude of traqing 


veſſels, which, by that diminution of our naval armament, neceſſarily; i 
fell into the hands of privateers and ſmall cruizers, Shae ravaged the 20 
Qcean \ without fear or moleſtation, 0 
If we examine the preſent eſtabliſhment of our navy, my Lavds, q 

it will be diſcovered, that nothing is propoſed in this bill which is not n 


more efficaciouſly performed by the methods now in uſe, and more 
judiciouſly eſtabliſhed by laws, of which long experience has ſhewn c 
the uſefulneſs. - This, my Lords, will eaſily appear from the peruſal ſe 


n. „„ =, 3 3 %s ” 4 - 1 * . x - — * Is 
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of the orders which every commander of a convoy regularly receives, g 
4 and of the printed rules, eſtabliſhed 57 his Majeſty i in council, Si the rt 
bi royal navy.  __ i 
1 In theſe, my 3 1 more is comprehended Mai can pro- p 
4 perly be inferred in a law not occaſionally variable ; nor do I think e 


any thing omitted which an experienced and candid enquirer will 0 
think uſeful to the increaſe of our naval e or N to the W 
protection of our commerce. fi 

In conſidering this bill, I ſhall not erode your Lordſhips wich a p 
minute conſideration of every ſingle paragraph, though every para- tl 
graph might furniſh opportunity for animadverſions.; but ſhall con- tt 
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tent myſelf with endeayouring to evince the reaſonableneſs of ſome E 
of the objections made by the noble Lord who ſpoke firſt, and en- 
forcing his opinion with ſuch arguments as have occurred to me, h 
though indeed it requires no uncommon ſagacity to diſcover, or | b 
Tuperior {kill in ratiocination to prove, that where this bill will pro- ti 
duce any alteration in our preſent: ſcheme, it will en change 1 
it for the worſe. | pt 

For ſurely, my Lords, it will not be 3 to ſhew, by any re 
elaborate and refined reaſoning, the abſurdity of confining cruizers fe 
to particular ſtations, with an abſolute prohibition to depart from ſe 

I them, whatever may be the. e of are mm or en of Cc 
advantage. _ | m 


If the intention of cruizing ſhips is to annoy the enemies of hey 
ys; ought they to, be depr ived 8 the liberty of purſiog's them? i | 
| IK in 
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q 16:thiep! Atecleſigned for the protection of our merchants, muſt they 
not be allidwedred attend them till they are out of danger? 


per des my Lords, has had opportunities of obſerviogy:ahite- 


the te are men who are wholly engroſſed by the preſent moment, and 


who, if they can procure immoderate profit, or eſcape any impend- 
ing danger, are without the leaſt ſolicitude with regard to futurity, 
and who, therefore, live only by the hour, without any general ſcheme 
of conduct, or ſolid foundation of laſting happineſs, and who conſe- 
quently are for ever obliged to vary their meaſures, and obviate m"_ 
new accident by ſome new contrivance. 

By men of this diſpoſition, my Lords, a temper 1 which they are 
certainly very little qualified for legiſlators, the bill now before us 
ſeems to have been drawn up, for their attention is evidently ſo en- 
gaged by the preſent occurrences, that there is no place left for any 
regard to diſtant contingencies. . The concluſion of this war is to 
them the period of human exiſtence, the end. of all diſcord and all 
policy. They conſider Spain as the only. enemy with whom we can 
ever be at variance, and have therefore drawn up a law, a law with- 
out any limitation of time, to enable us to oppoſe her. They have 
with great induſtry and long ſearches diſcovered, that cruizers on this. 
ſide Cape Finiſterre, may be of uſe againſt the Spaniards, and pro- 
poſe therefore, that in all times of war they are to be diſpatched to 
that individual ſtation, though we ſhould be engaged in diſputes with 
the Northern Crowns, or fit out fleets to make couqueſts in the 
Eaſt Indies. | 3 

In all our wars, my Tons. 3 idle ones and 
however happily concluded, the pleaſures of ſucceſs have been abated 
by the mortification of loſſes, and ſome complaints have been at all 
times mingled with the ſhouts of triumph. How much ſoever the 


glory of the nation has been elevated, the fortunes of particular 


perſons have been impaired, and thoſe have never thought themſelves 
recompenſed by the general advantages of the public, who have ſuf- 
fered by the acquiſition of them ; they have always imagined them- 
ſelves marked out for ruin by ae ae e and reſentment, and have 


concluded that thoſe diſaſters which fell upon them only by the com- 


mon chance of war, were brought on them by negligence or deſign. 

The loſſes of our merchants in the preſent war muſt be acknow- 
ledged to have been more than common, but if we examine. accurately 
into the cauſes that may be aſſigned for ſo great a number of captures, 


we , 
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ſuch as might be eaſily imagined before the "commencement 
hoſtilities, and ſuch as it will be extremely difficult on any, Fu 
occaſion of the fame kind, to hinder from producing the ſame effects, 

The firſt and greateſt cauſe, my Lords, of the number of our 
| loſſes, is the number of our ſhips, which cannot all be ſufficiently 
protected. The extent, therefore, of our commerce, in proportion 
to that of our enemies, expoſes us to double diſadvantage ; we neceſ- 
farily lie open in more parts to the depredations of privateers, and 
have no encouragement to attempt repriſals, becauſe they have few 
ſhips of value to be ſeized. The profit of our commerce naturally 
withholds our ſailors from our ſhips of war, and makes part of our 
navy an idle ſhow; the certainty of plunder incites them to turn 
their merchant ſhips into cruiſers, and to ſuſpend their trade for more 
profitable employment. Thus they at once increaſe the number of 
plunderers, and take away from us the mas of 8 & our 
loſſes by the ſame practice. 

And, my Lords, if the loſſes of our ; merchants have been greater 
than in former wars, our trade is more extenſive, and our ſhips far 
more numerous. Nor j is it to be forgotten that a very important 
part of our commerce is carried on before the eyes of the Spaniards, 
fo that they may iſſue out upon our merchants from their own . 
And retire immediately beyond danger of purſuit. | 

But, my Lords, neither the ſituation of Spain, nor the extent 5 
our W tg would EVE made this u war ſo r had not our 


own negligence or avarice. 55 
I have been informed, my Lords, that as the maſters of trading 
veſſels complain of having been deſerted by their convoys, the 
captains of the ſhips of war have, in their turn, Exhibited ſuch re- 
preſentations of the conduct of the trading maſters, as may prove that 
their caution is not proportioned to their clamour, and that in how- 
ever melancholy terms they may recount the miſeries of captivity, the 
calamities of ruined families, and the interruption of the trade of 
Britain, they will not endeavour to eſcape their enemies at the ex- 
pence of much eircumſpection, and that the proſpect of no large 
profit will be ſufficient to over-balance the danger of thoſe evils which 
they ſo e latent. | | 
1229 ile 64 
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It is not uncommon, my Lords, when the fleet has entered the 
19 4s, kor "the traders to take different courſes both from the 
ny Sad Bow each. other, and to diſperſe themſelves beyond. the 
pothbi ity of receiving aſſiſtance in danger or diſtreſs, and what 
wonder is it if part of 825 be loſt, ſince only part of them can be 

protected? ? 1 

It may be imagined, my | ads that 6 is ot an excuſ forged 
by the commanders. to cover their own. negligence or treachery. It 
may be aſked, what motives could induce the merchants to expoſe 
themſelves to unneceſſary dangers, or what proofs they have ever 
given of ſuch wild, negligence of their own intereſt or ſafety, as that 
they ſhould be added on relhivg e into the _ 


| of rapine? 


This, my Lords, is an objection ſpecious in itself, and 1 as 
thoſe who have not enquired into the preſent ſtate of our traffick will 
not very readily diſcover to be fallacious; but it may eaſily be ren 
moved, by ſhewing that the danger of being taken by the enemy is 
generally y not ſo great to thoſe who baus the direction of the ſhip as it 
is commonly believed. 

By the preſent. cuſtom, of 1 my Lords, the ad 
exempts himſelf from, the hazard of great loſſes, and if he inſures ſo 
much of the value of the ſhip and cargo, that the chance of arriving 
firſt at. market is equivalent to the remaining part, what ſhall hinder 
him from preſſing forward at all events, and directing his courſe in- 
trepidly through ſeas crowded with enemies? | 

It is well known, my Lords, that there is, in a great part of man- 
kind, a ſecret malignity, which makes one unwilling to contribute to 
the advantage of another, even when his own intereſt will ſuffer no 
diminution; nor is it to be imagined that this diſpoſition is leis pre- 
dominant in traders than in the other claſſes of the community, 
though it is exerted on different occaſions. The envy of one part of 
mankind i is excited by reputation, or intereſt, or dignity, or power. 
The trader, for the moſt part, envies nothing but money, in which 
he has been taught from his infancy that every human excellence is 
comprehended, and contributes to the - increaſe of the riches of 
another, with the ſame unwillingneſs with which a ſoldier would 
concur in the advancement of an inferior officer to a poſt of bigher 
rank and authority. than his own, 175 

For this reaſon, my Lords, there is generM ya malevolence in the 
merchant againſd the inſurer, whom he conſiders as an idle cater- 


5 paler, 
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N piller, living hat induſtry upon the labours-of „ 
fore, when he lays down the ſum ſtipulated for ſecuvityy teisahneft 
in ſuſpence, whether he ſhould not prefer the loſs of the Femaining 
part of the value of his veſſel to the mortification of ſeeing the inſuret 


enjoy that money, which fear and caution have influenced him to paß. 


This diſpoſition, undoubtedly, inclines him to proceed with leſs 


regard to his own ſecurity, and betrays him into dangers which it 
was at leaſt poffible to avoid; for to what purpoſe, ſays he, have I in- 
ſured | my ſhip if I am not to be ſet free from the neceſſity of anxiety 
and caution? If I arrive ſafely at the port, I ſhall diſpoſe of my com- 
modities with uncommon advantage; if I miſcarry, the inſurer will 

- at leaſt ſuffer with me, and be deſervedly puniſhed for his e 

and extortion. 

I doubt not but ſome of your Lordſhips will i imagine, that 1 am 

now indulging chimerical ſpeculations, that I am aſcribing great 
force to weak motives, and ſuppoſing men to act upon principles 
which, in reality, never operated in the human breaſt. When I think 
diſadvantageouſly of others, my Lords, I am indeed always deſirous 
to find myſelf miſtaken, and ſhall be pleaſed to hear on this occaſion 
from any of your Lordſhips, who have converſed at large among 
mankind, that it is not common for one man to neglect his own in- 
tereſt for fear of promoting that of another. In the preſent queſtion, 
my Lords, I have only ſuppoſed that envy may be one motive among 
many, and wiſh its influence were ſo mall,” as that it 5 ice ye 
been leſs proper to mention it. | | 

The practice of inſurance, my Lords, ieder it cdniibutes or 
not to the number of the captures, undoubtedly increaſes the clamour 
which they occaſion ; for as the loſs is extended, the complaint is 


multiplied, and both the merchant and inſurer take the liberty of 


cenſuring the conduct of the naval officers, and of condemning the 
meaſures of the government. The miniſtry is charged with neglect- 
ing the protection of commerce, with oppreſſing the merchants, and 
with conniving at the enemies preparations, that they who moſt 
| eagerly ſolicited the war, may be the firſt that ſhall repent it. 
Another cauſe of the frequency of our loſſes in.the preſent war, is 
the general circulation of intelligence throughout Europe, by which 
it is made impoſſible to conceal from our enemies the ſtate of our 
| armies, our navies, 05 our trade. Every regiment that is raiſed, 
| every 11 5 tut! is is built,” OP fleet of trading En that lies waiting 


for 


* ? 
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6 e regiſtered in the papers of the week, and ac- 
Fonts bit tranſmitted to every nation of the world, where curioſity 
; drr üntexeſt will pay for information. The Spaniards, therefore, need 


enljifiregulate their ſchemes according to their inſtructions from 
Britain, and watch thoſe fleets which are frequently ſent out, for 
they may be confident that ſome maſters will wander from their pro- 
tectors, enticed by avarice, negligence, or temerity, and that they 
ſhall have opportunities of Ng? themſelves e the l 
of engaging the convoy. 6 | 

To protect ſhips which are to be ſteered ak at che wil of the 
maſter, is no leſs impoſſible, my Lords, than to conduct an army of 
which every private man is at liberty to march according to his own 
caprice, to form and purſue his own plan of operation, and to diſpute | 
and neglect the orders of his leader. Nor is it more reaſonable to 
ſubje&t the captains of the ſhips of war to penalties for the loſs of a 
veſſe], over which they have no authority, than to require from an 
officer in the army an account of the lives of men, FROGS GDI by 
diſobeying his commands. 

Ja my opinion, my Hoke, we A with far Seesen probability 
of ſucceſs, revive a precedent that may be found in the reign of King 
William, in which it was appointed by, an order of council, that the 
name of every ſhip which went out with a convoy ſhould be regiſtered, 
and that the owners ſhould give ſecurity to provide a ſufficient number 
of arms and a proper quantity of ammunition to aſſiſt the Imperial 
ſhips in annoying or repelling the. enemy ; with, one injunction more 
of the utmoſt importance to the efficacious protection of our com- 
merce, and which, therefore, in every war ought to be repeated and 


enforced ;/ an injunction by which the maſters of the ſhips of trade 


were required to obey the directions of the commander of the convoy. 
That ſome meaſures ought to be concerted for the preſervation of 


our trade I am very far from denying, and ſhall willingly cencur in 


ſuch as ſhall to me appear likely to promote the end propoſed by 
them, Our loſſes, my Lords, are undoubtedly great, though I be- 
lieve far leſs than they are reported by diſcontent and malevolence; 
for if a ſhip be delayed by an accidental hindrance, or kept back by 
contrary winds for a few days, there are men ſo watchful to ſnatch 
every opportunity of reproaching the meaſures of the government, 
that a clamour is immenia raiſed, the thip i is taken, the 3 
ue ſacrificed, and the nation MING 
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: Wulle this report is ane from one to 2 nd. like g. E. 
falſhoods increaſing in its progreſs, while every man ad: ; forme. cir. WW - 

| i 7 
cumſtance of exaggeration, or ſome new proof of the — 14 
miniſtry, the ſhip enters the port, and puts an end indeed td p 
anxiety of the owners and inſurers, but by no means pacifies the peo- 7 
ple, or removes their prejudices againſt the conduct of their gover. MW. - 
.nors ; for as no man acknowledges himſelf the firſt author of the 


report, no man thinks himſelf under any obligation to retract, or con- 
fute it, and the paſſions of the multitude, being once in commotion, 1 
cannot be calmed before another opportunity of; the fue. kind may b 
be offered for agitating them afreſh. 8 
I ꝰ0o the expectations of the people, my 5 it is e proper b 
to have ſome regard, nor is there any valuable uſe of power but that 
of promoting happineſs, and preventing or removing calamities ; but 
we are not to endeayour to pacify them by the appearance of redreſs, 
which, in reality, will only. increaſe thoſe evils of which they com- . 
plain, nor to depreſs the reputation of this Aſſembly by paſſing laws 
| which the experience of a ſingle month will prove to be of no ufe. 
Of this kind, my Lords, the bill now before us has been ſhewn by 
the noble Lord that ſpoke firſt on this occaſion, by whom every af 
clauſe has been diſcovered to be either defective or unneceſſary, and 10 
who has evinced, beyond all poſſibility of reply, that the regulations 6 
here propoſed can be divided ouly into two kinds, of which one is Fe 
already eſtabliſhed either by law or preſcription, and the other cannot 
be admitted without apparent injury both to our navy and our trade. 
Part of the clauſes the noble Duke has indeed attempted to defend, for 
but has been obliged by his regard to reaſon and to truth, to make W -_ 
ſuch conceſſions, as are, in my opinion, ſufficient arguments for the WW abe 
rejection of the bill. He has admitted of almoſt every clauſe that it 


is imperfect, that it may be amended by farther conſideration, and WW on 
that, though not wholly to be neglected, it yet requires ſome farther in 
improvements to become effectual to the advantage of our merchants. ow 


Tze three laſt clauſes his natural abilities and juſt diſcernment im- 
mediately ſnewed him to be indefenſible, ande he has too much regard i q 
to the intereſt. of his country to attempt the vindication of a bill, 
which could not be paſſed without weakening. it by impairing its Ho 

| naval only and yet more n. by ee the nn, of its W £11, 
| i ; 1 hope vit 
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a bh my Lords, -thatT ſhall not undergo the common | 


4-3 2 the merchants, though I declare, that in my opinion, 


a bill ot ought to be rejected as unneceſſary and injudicious, and that 


we ſhould only, by conſidering in a committee what no conſideration 


can amend, waſte that time in a fruitleſs attempt, which may be 52 
much more uſefully upon other ſubjects. | 


Lord CARTERET ſpoke next to the following | ah —My 
Lords, though I do not approve equally of every part of the bill now 
before us, though I think ſome of the proviſions unneceflary, others 
unlikely to produce any beneficial effects, and ſome already eſtabliſhed 
by former acts of the Senate, or rules of the Admiralty, yet I cannot 
agree with the noble Lord that it is unworthy of farther conſideration. 

In my opinion, my Lords, it is neceſlary, for many reaſons, to 
amend this bill rather than reject it; and J hope, that when I ſhall 


have laid before you the reſult of thoſe enquiries, and thoſe reflections 


which T have-made on this occaſion, h r will n it not 
improper to refer it to a committee. FM 

Nothing, my Lords, -is more A to oh legiſlature than the 
affection and eſteem of the people; all government conſiſts in the 
authority of the frw © over the many, and authority, therefore, 'can be 
founded only on opinion, and muſt always __ to the N when 
that which ſupports it is taken away. | 

For this reaſon, my Lords, it is worthy of this moſt 4 0 281 


awful Aſſembly, to endeavour to convince the people of our ſoligitude 


for their happineſs and our compaſſion for their ſufferings, leſt-we | 
ſhould ſeem elevated by the caſual advantages of birth and fortune 
above regard to the lower claſſes of mankind, leſt we ſhould ſeem 
exalted above others only to negle& them, and inveſted with power 
only to exert it in acts of wanton oppreſſion, left high rank ſhould in 
time produce hatred rather than reverence, and Ro gs. of fortune 
only tempt rapine and excite rebellion. | : 
The bill now under our conſideration, my NPY cannot ben re- 
jected without danger of exaſperating the nation, without affording 
to the diſcontented and malevolent an opportunity of repreſenting this 
Houſe as regardleſs of the public miſeries, and deaf to the cries of our 
fcllow-ſubjeQs languiſhing in captivity and mourning in poverty. 
The melancholy and dejected will naturally conceive us inebriated 
with affluence, and elated with dignity, endeayouring to remove from 
Vs L. I. 1 our 
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our eyes every ſpectacle of miſery, and to turn aſide H 
mentations which may interrupt the enjoyment of our 2 
| Nor: indeed can it: be juſtly ſaid, that ſuch repreſentations are . 
| Without grounds, when we conſider the important occaſion on which b 
{this bill is drawn up, the bitterneſs of thoſe calamities which it is 
intended to 1 and the png 805 81870 it is ee 
to us. | 
It may ard ü be 4 my rds ad the title & a bin for 
the protection and ſecurity of trade. ſhould raiſe an uncommon degree | 
of ardour and attention; it might be conceived that every Lord in this 
Houſe would be ambitious of ſignaliſing his zeal for the intereſt of his 
country, by propoſing, on this occaſion, every expedient which ex- 
perience or information had ſuggeſted to him, and that inſtead of 
| ſetting ourſelves free from the labour of enquiry and the anxiety of 
. deliberation, by raiſing objections to the bill and rejecting it, we 
ſhould labour with unanimous endeavours and inceſſant aſſiduity to 
ſupply its defects, and cot rect its improprieties, to ſhew that a deſign 
ſo benefical can never be propoſed to us without effect, and that when- 
eder we find honeſt zeal we n be 2 to . it with e 
4 * experience. 
Compaſſion might likewiſe concur to e e our benen on 
5 this octaſion, For who, my Lords, can reflect on families one day 
flouriſhing in affluence, and contributing to the general proſperity of 
their country, and on a ſudden, without the crime of extravagance 9 
or negligence, reduced to penury and diſtreſs, harraſſed by creditors, 9 
and plundered by the vultures of the law, without wiſhing that ſuch N 
misfortunes might by ſome expedient be averted? But this, my Lords, x 
is not the only nor the greateſt calamity,” which this bill is intended to MW b. 
prevent. The loſs of wealth, however grievous, is yet leſs to be 
dreaded than that of liberty, and indigence added to captivity is the 
higheſt degree of human miſery. Vet even this, however dreadful, is 5 
no the lot of multitudes of our n who eh comin 
with want in the priſons of Spain. rho 
Surely, my Lords, every propoſal mull be well . that ack 85 
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the prevention or relief of calamities like theſe. Surely the ruin of its M 
merchants muſt alarm every trading nation, nor em a Britiſh Senate * 
ſit unconcerned at the e oy 0 men EP" we ee 3 BY 
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1 aportance of the merchants, by whom this bill is recom- 
AT our conſideration, and. by whoſe influence it has already 
Paſſeg the other Houſe, it is not neceſſary to remind your Lordſhips, 
i who know, that to this claſs of men our nation is indebted for all 
; WM the advantages that. it poſſeſſes above thoſe which we behold with 
Fl compaſſion or contempt, for its wealth and. power, and perhaps for 
its liberty and civility. To the merchants, my Lords, we owe that 
our name is known beyond our own coaſts, and that our influence i is 
not confined to, the narrow limits of a ſingle iſland. 

Leet us not therefore, my Lords, reject with contempt what i is pro- 
5 and ſolicited by men of this claſs; men whoſe experience and 
knowledge cannat but have enabled them to offer ſomething uſeful 


laws, they may have imagined. thoſe proviſions now firſt ſuggeſted, 


_ which have only been forgotten, and petitioned for the enaction of a 
to new law, when they needed only an enforcement of former ſtatutes. 

vn That our naval force has, in the preſent war, been miſapplied, that 
_ our commerce has been expoſed to petty ſpoilers, ; in a degree never 
At known before, that our convoys have been far from adding ſecurity to 


our traders, and that with the moſt powerful fleet in the world, 
FR we have ſuffered all that can fall vPPp. the moſt defenceleſs nation, 


lay cannot: be denied. 9 855 

5 Not is it any degree of temerity, my Lords, to affirm, that theſe 
5 misfortunes have been brought upon us by either negligence or 
ns. treachery, for beſides that no other cauſe can be aſſigned for the loſles 
oh which a powerful people ſuffer from an enemy of inferior force, there 
FY is the ſtrongeſt authority for aſſerting, that our maritime affairs have 


110 been ill- conducted, and that therefore the regulation of them is very 
FO ſeaſonably and properly ſolicited by the merchants, _ 
FO For this aſſertion, my Lords, we.may produce the authority of the 
other Houſe, by which a remonſtrance was drawn up againſt the 
ling conduct of the Commiſſioners of the Admiralty. This alone ought 
to influence us to an accurate diſcuſſion of this affair. But when an 
5 authority yet more venerable is produced, when it appears that his 
fits Majeſty, by the diſmiflion of the Commiſſioners from their employ- 
ments, admitted the juſtice of the repreſentation of the Commons, it 
u ſurely can be of no uſe to evince, by arguments, ye neceſlity of new 
: regulations. 4 


Of NE OI HON an 


and important, though perhaps for want of acquaintance with former ” 


8 A K 9 

Ie is indeed certain, that men of integrity and pruc enGe;® ; 
ability to difcern their duty, and of reſolution to execute it, ea rel 
_ ceive very little affiſtance from rules and preſcriptions ; nor nt 
deny what the noble Lord has affirmed, that they may be ſometimes 
embarraſſed in their meaſures, and hindered from ſnatching opportu- 
nities of ſucceſs, and complying with emergent occaſions; but, my 
Lords, we are to conſider mankind, not as we wiſh them, but: as we 
find them, frequently corrupt, and always fallible. | 

If men were all honeſt and wiſe, laws of all kinds would be EW 
fluous, a legiſlature would become uſeleſs, ind our authority muſt 
ceaſe for want of objects to employ it; but we find, my Lords, that 
there are men whom nothing but laws and penalties can make ſup- 


7 portable to ſociety, that there are men, who, if they are not told 


their duty, will never know it, and who will, at _—_ _w perform 
what they ſhall be puniſhed for neglecting. | 


Were all men, like the noble Lord, whom I am now attempting | 


to anſwer, vigilant to diſcover, ſagacious to diſtinguiſh, and in- 
duſtrious to proſecute the intereſt of the public, I ſhould be very far 
from propoſing that they ſhould be conſtrained by rules, or required 
to follow any guide but their own reaſon; I ſhould reſign my own 
proſperity, and that of my country, implicitly into their hands, and 
reſt in full ſecurity that nothing would be omitted that Dülmen wiſdom 
could dictate for our advantage. | 


TI am not perſuading your Lordſhips to ay refiraints upon virtue and 


prudence, but to conſider how ſeldom virtue and authority are found 


| * together, how often prudence degenerates into ſelfiſhneſs, and all 


generous regard for the public is contracted into narrow views of pri- 
vate intereſt. I am endeavouring to ſhew, that ſince laws muſt be 
equally obligatory to all, it is the intereſt of the few good men to 
ſubmit to reſtraints, which, though they may ſometimes obſtruct the 


influence of their virtue, will abundantly recompenſe them, by 


ſecuring them from the miſchiefs that wickedneſs, reigning almoſt 

without limies, and hr any without . ON e 
_ them. 

It may not be improper to "rl my 7 that no degree of 
human wiſdom is exempt from error ; that he who claims the privi- 
lege of acting at diſcretion, ſubjects himſelf likewiſe to che neceſſity 
of anſwering for the conſequences of his conduct, and that Ill ſucceſs 
will at leaſt . him to 8 iaty and luſpicion, from which, he 

„ : whoſe 
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& is regulated by eſtabliſhed rules, may always have an 


ebene of ſorting; himſelf free. 


Fixed and certain. regulations are . my 13 ite to 
the wiſeſt and beſt men; and to thoſe whoſe abilities are leſs von- 
ſpicuous, and whoſe integrity is at beſt doubtful, I n it __ 


not be doubted that they are indiſpenſably neceſſary. 


Some of the expedients mentioned in this bill, I ſhall readily FO 
with the noble Lord in cenſuring and rejecting ; I am very far from 
thinking: it expedient to inveſt the Governors of our Colonies with 
any new degree of power, or to ſubje& the captains of our ſhips of 
war to their command. I have lived, my Lords, to ſee many ſuc- 
ceſſions of thoſe petty monarchs, and have known few whom I would 
willingly truſt with the exerciſe of great authority. It is not uncom-. 
mon, my Lords, for thoſe to be made cruel and capricious by power, 
who were moderate and prudent in lower ſtations ; and if the effects 
of exaltation are to be feared even in good men, what may not be 
expected from it in thoſe, whom nothing but a diſtant employment 


could ſecure from the laws, and who, if they had not been ſent to 


America to govern, . muſt Ray have you thither on a different 
occaſion ? + 


a ee Dale; wht beg nie 6 arguments to 


which very little can be added, and to which I believe nothing can 
be replied, has expreſſed his unwillingneſs to concur in any meaſures 
for the execution of which new officers muſt be appointed. An in- 
creaſe of officers, my Lords, is indeed a dreadful ſound, a ſound. that 


cannot but forebode the ruin of our country; the number of officers 


already eſtabliſhed is abundantly ſufficient for all uſeful. purpoſes, nor 
can any addition be made but to the ruin of our conſtitution. 8 
Lam therefore of opinion, that no new officer was intended by thoſe 
that drew up the bill, and that they propoſed only to furniſh thoſe 
that loiter in our ports, at the expence of the public, with an op- 
portunity of earning their ſalaries by ſome uſeful employment, . 
I know-not indeed, my Lords, whether any good effects can be 
reaſonably hoped from this proviſion ; whether men accuſtomed to 
connivance. and negligence jn affairs of leſs importance, ought to be 
truſted with the care of our naval: preparations, and engaged in ſex- 
vice, on which the proſperity of the public may depend, and cannot 
conceal my apprehenſions, that ſuch men, if eommiſſioned to OY 
_— — __ themſelves require a nn. 8 


dd on ; 
But, my Lords, this and every other clauſe may in a con 

be carefully examined and deliberately corrected ; and ſince it 5 

evident to me, that ſome law is neceſſary for the ſecurity of our 

commerce, I think this bill . not to be et without Farther 

'conſideration. - 

Lord WIxcRELsEA roſe again, and ſpoke. thus: —My Lords, as 

the known fincerity of that noble Lord allows no room for ſuſpecting, 

that he would beſtow any praiſes where he did not believe there was 

ſome deſert, and as his penetration and acuteneſs ſecure him from 

being deceived by any falſe appearances of merit, J cannot but applaud | 

myſelf for having obtained his Ton WOE: : eee eee, not be for- 

feitsd by my future conduct. 1 88 t 


To” Having happily gained the _—_ of ſo 2 a RE? of ank 5 


J am the leſs ſolicitous what opinion may be conceived of my abilities 0 
or intentions by thoſe whoſe cenſures I leſs fear, and whoſe praiſes! 
leſs value, and ſhall therefore chearfully hazard any degree' of popu- \ 
larity, which J may have hitherto poſſeſſed, by continuing my op- F 
pooſition to this bill, of which I am ſtill convinced that it _ es i 
nothing but embarraſſment, loſſes, and diſgrace. 
The neceſſity of gaining and preſerving the eſteem of the Fuste [ 
very willingly allow, but-am of opinion that though it may ſometimes 


be gained by flattering their paſſions and complying with their im- re 
portunities, by falſe appearances of relief and momentary alleviations n 
of their grievances, it is only to be preſerved by real and permanent tt 
benefits, by a ſteady attention to the great ends of government, and 
a vigorous proſecution of the means by which they may be obtained, i L 
Without regard to preſent prejudices or temporary clamours. SOT in 


| I believe, my Lords, it will always be found that it is dangerous to ſh 
ojvaiify the people at their own'expence, and to ſacrifice their intereſt ih 
to their caprices ; for I have ſo high a veneration of their wiſdom, as ſu 
to pronounce without ſcruple, that however they may for a time be 7, 
-deceived by artful* miſrepreſentations, they will at length learn to mn 
eſteem thoſe moſt, who have the reſolution eee anc pi tr: 
neſs in oppoſition to their prejudices, © po 
I am therefore confident,” my Lords, of regaining the beben eſt 
Which I may loſe by declaring once more that this bill 'ought to be re- de 
jected, ſince no endeavours ſhall be wanting to ſhew how little it i MW de- 
necęſſary, by an effectual protection of every part of e our ee m Ba 
a diligent MTS 2a the naval fervice, viptinSds val 279650 bie the 
D | 2 e e 5 


| — — thas this bill. is very far; Fr bring either abſurd . or 
uſeleſs, nor can imagine that they, by whom it was drawn up, could 
fail of producing ſome expedients that may deſerve conhlideration,. 
It is probable, that a farther enquiry. may ſhew the propriety of, 
ſome clauſes, which at preſent appear moſt liable to cenſure ; and 
that, if we reject this bill thus ee we ſhall condemn what 


8 we do not fully comprehend. > in red 
1 No clauſe appeared to me more Es of. the judgment. and 
d penetration of the merchants than the laſt, nor was there any which 
« I ſhould have rejected at the firſt peruſal with leſs regret ; yet, having 
taken this opportunity. of conſidering it a ſecond time, I find it by no 
I, means indefenſible, for the direction of ſhips ſtationed. for the defence: 
99 of our American territories, is not committed to the governors, alone. 
1 The council of each province is joined with them in, authority, by: 
1 whom any private regards may be overborne, and who cannot be ſup- 
ö. poſed to concur in any directions which will not e the en 
ce intereſt of the colon. 57a g 
| I doubt not, my Lords, but other en bend] hos: 3 At. | 
1 taken, and therefore think it neceſſary. to conſider. them in a com- 


Bs mittee, where every Lord may declare his ſentiments, without the 
. reſtraint of a formal debate, and where the bill may be deliberately 
ns reviſed, and accommodated more ER to the e ee ob 
nt the nation. $, 

5d Lord e eee 3 HF in at: as Aalen — 
d, Lords, the only reaſon which has been urged for conſidering this bill 
; in a committee, is the neceſſity of gratifying the merchants, and of 
to ſhewing our concern for the proſperity of commerce. If therefore it 
oft ſhall appear, that the merchants: are indifferent with Frau to its 
2 ſucceſs, I hope it will be rejected without oppoſitio »- | 
be I was this morning, my Lords, informed by a b who has 
to many opportunities of acquainting himſelf with the opinions of. the 
trading part of the nation, that they were fully convinced of the im- 
poſſibility of adapting fixed rules to variable exigencies, or of 
ty eſtabliſhing any certain method of obviating the chances of war, and 
defeating. enemies uo were every day altering their ſchemes; and 
declared that they had no hopes of ſecurity but from the vigilance of a 
and WM Board of Admiralty, ſolicitous for the well. of ws ö and 
eee i otar 0 ee 10 rao: 


I 
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| Lord CHoLMonDELEY toſe and ſpobe to the following rfitpoſe: 
My Lords, as three clauſes of this bill have been aniverfally give 


and almoſt all the reſt plainly proved by the noble Lord to be either ah 


ſurd or ſuperfluous, I cannot ſee why it ſhould not be rejected without 
the ſolemnity of farther conſideration, to wil indeed de N the 


title can give it any claim. 


. The title, my Lords, is indeed ſpecious, and well date ende de: 


fem of gaining attention and promoting popularity ; but with this title 
there is nothing that correſponds, nor is any thing to be found but 


confuſion and e n _ more numerous n 
farther ſearch. 


That the whole bill, ay Lords, is W amor 3 denied, if; it 


be conſidered that nothing is propoſed in it which is not already in the 


power of your Lordſhips, who may call at pleaſure for the lifts of the 
navy, the acounts of the erviſers, the duties of their commiſſions, and 
the journals of their commanders, (as you did in the6th of Queen Anne) 
and detect every act of negligence or treachery, 1 We . of 


deſertion, or of cowardice. | 
| Nothing is neceffary to the 3 of our . force, but that 


your Lor vigilantly exert that power which is conferred upon 


- conſtitution, and examine the conduct of every officer 
tfention and impartiality ; no man then will dare to neglect | his 
duty, becauſe no man can hope to eſcape puniſiment. 


Of this bill, therefore, ſince it is thus uſeleſs and 3 1 


eannot but ſuſpect, my Lords, that it was concerted for purpoſes 
very different from thoſe mentioned in the title, which it has indeed 
no tendency to promote. I believe, my Lords, the projectors of it 
intended not ſo much to advance the intereſt of the merchants, as to 
deprefs the reputation of thoſe whom they have long taken every op- 
portunity of loading with reproaches, whom they have cenſured as 
the enemies of trade, the e en of the nations: 1 the con- 
federates of Spain. 7 
To confirm theſe general Genie it was „ to fir on 
fome particular accuſation which might raiſe the reſentment of the 
people, and exaſperate them beyond reflection or enquiry. For this 
purpoſe nothing was 1 n ie ON ae 
dur merchants to the enemy. 
As no-accufation could be more MI to ind gle 
ſo none, 2 Lords, could wb. more 1 8 be colfiucdcabu 
16% loſles 


- 
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Z . ſuffered in every war, and every one will e 
| produce complaints and diſcontent ; every man is willing to blame 
ſotne other perſon for his-misfortunes, and it was therefore eaſy to 
turn the clamours of thoſe whoſe veſſels fel} into the hands of the 
Spaniards, againſt the miniſters and commanders of the ſhips of war. 
Theſe cries were naturally heard with the regard always paid to 
misfortune and diſtreſs, and propagated with zeal, becauſe they were 
heard with pity. Thus in time, what was at firſt only the outcry of 
impatience, was by malicious artifices improved into ſettled opinion, 
that opinion was diligently diffuſed, and all the loſſes of the mer- 

chants were n not to the chance neee but the I: 
the miniſtry. - 

But, my Tank the folly of this. opinion, ww nate es 
the falſhood of this accuſation, however vehement, will become 
ſufficiently apparent, if you examine that bulky collection of papers 
which are now laid before you, from which you will diſcover the 
number of our fleets, the frequency of our convoys, the ſtations of 

| our ſhips of war, and the times of their departure and return, you 

t WW will find that no proviſion for war, no expedient likely to promote 

n W fucceſs has been neglected; that we have now more ſhips equipped 

er than in the late war with France, that nothing can be added to the _ 

18 exactneſs with which our maritime force is regulated, and that there 


is not the leaſt reaſon to doudt of the ane with which it has 1. 
1 employed. 
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es In every war, my Lane it is to oo uſing that loſſes u will or. 
ed ſuffered by private perſons on each ſide, nor even in a ſucceſsful war 
it can. the public always hope to be enriched; becauſe the advantage 
to may ariſe, not immediately from captures, but conſequently from the 

p- treaties.or conditions in which a WO war n be ſuppoſed to 

as terminate. 

n- What co we ſhall in this war extort 8 the Spaniards, 


what ſecurity will be procured for our merchants, what recompence 
on will be yielded for our loſſes, or what extent will be added to our 
the commerce, it cannot yet be expected that any man ſhould be able ta 
his declare; nor will his Majeſty's counſellors be required to give an 
ing account of futurity. It is a ſufficient vindication of their conduct, 
1 and an evident proof of the wiſdom with which the war has been 
ple, conducted, that we have hitherto Og — Wan we have loſt. 221 
This, 
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This, my Lords, will appear from a diligent and mi 


ſon of the captures on each ſide,” and an exact computation: of the 
value of our loſſes: and our prizes. It will be found that if the 


Spaniards have taken, as it is not improbable; à greater nuanber, * 
ſhips, thoſe which they have loſt have been far more wealthy. 
The merchants indeed ſeem to have diſtruſted the ſtrength of the 


evidence which they produced in ſupport of their allegations, by 
bringing it only before the other Houſe, where, as an oath could'not | 
be adminiſtered,” every man delivered what he believed as what he 


knew, and indulged himſelf without ſcruple in venting his reſent- 


ment, or declaring his ſuſpicions, a method of allegation very proper 


do ſcatter reproaches and 1 e out 1 "Wo little uſe 
| for'the diſcovery of truth. 


- Had they come before your Lordſhips, every ones Se 5 | 


minutely examined, every aſſertion compared with other evidence, 


all exaggerations reprefled, and all foreign conſiderations rejected, 


each part would have been impartially heard, and it would have 
plainly been known to whom every loſs was to be imputed, ' The 
negligence or treachery of the commanders of the convoys, where- 


| ever it had been found; would have been puniſhed, but they would 


not have charged them with thoſe miſcarriages which were produced 


only by the en or inattention of the G of 972 ne 


W... 

Such enquiries, my Lende, 5 appear to A Ss It their 
intereſt to decline, and therefore did not proceed on their petition to 
this Houſe, and if they did in reality avoid a rigourous examination, 
what can' be inferred, but that they intended rather to offer inſinua- 
tions than proofs, and rather to ſcatter infamy than obtain juſtice. 

And, that nothing was indeed omitted that could ſecure our own 
commerce, or diſtreſs our enemies, may reaſonably be collected from 
the number and great ſtrength of our fleet, to which no empire in the 
world can oppoſe an equal force. If it has not been ſupplied with 
ſailors without ſome delays, and if theſe delays have given our ene- 
mies an opportunity of adding to their ſecurities, of ſortifying their 
ports, and ſupplying their magazines, it muſt be aſcribed to the na- 
ture of our conſtitution, that forbids all compulſory methods of aug- 
menting our forces, which muſt be conſidered as perhaps the only 
: inconvenience- to be nen into ms balance againſt the ane of 
92 99 
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ae Uiculty of manning our ſhips of war, is indeed extremely 
perplexing. Men are naturally very little inclined to ſubje& them- 


ſelves to abſolute command, or to engage in any ſervice without a 


time limited for their diſmiſſion. Men cannot willingly ruſh into 
danger without the proſpect of a large advantage; they have generally 
ſome fondneſs for their preſent ſtate of life, and do not quit it with- 


out reluctance. All theſe reaſons, my Lords, concur. to withhold 


the ſailors from the navy, in which they are neceſſarily governed with 
higher authority than in trading veſſels, in which they are ſubjected 
to puniſhments, and confined by ſtrict regulations, without any cet- 
tain term of their bondage; for ſuch they, who know not the neceſ- 


ſity of ſubordination, nor diſcover the advantages of diſcipline, can- 


not but account ſubjection to the will and orders of another. 

By ſerving the merchants, they not only ſecure to themſelves the 
liberty of changing their maſters at pleaſure, but enjoy the proſpect 
of a near and certain advantage; they have not indeed any expecta- 
tions of being ſuddenly enriched by a plate ſhip, and of gaining by 
one engagement ſuch wealth as will enable them to ſpend the reſt of 
their lives in eaſe and affluence; but they are fure of a ſpeedy pay- 


ment of their wages, perhaps of ſome profits from petty commerce, 


and of an opportunity of ſquandering them at land in jollity and di- 
verſions ; their labour is cheerful, becauſe they know it will be ſhort, 
and they readily enter into an eee Ls Ong can quit when 


it ſhall no longer pleaſe them. 


Theſe conſiderations, my Lords, have no influence upon the pre- 


parations of France and Spain, where no man is maſter of his own 


fortune, or time, or life, and where the officers of the ſtate can drive 
multitudes into the ſervice of the crown, without regard to their pri- 
vate views, inclinations, or engagements, To man a fleet, nothing 
is neceſſary but to lay an embargo on the trading veſſels, and ſuſpend 


their commerce for a ſhort time; therefore no man dares refuſe to 


enter into the public ſervice when he i is ſummoned ; nor, if he ſhould | | 

fly, as our ſailors, from an eee any man venture to ſhelter 

or conceal him. 885 | 
Abſolute. monarchs Bare therefore this advantage over us, that 


they can be ſooner prepared for war, and to this muſt be aſeribed all 
the ſucceſs which the Spaniards have obtained. This, my Lords, 
n not LO conic hos the e ue n wy ee, it indeed 88 
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Of the ten © dans a; in the bill, the a nn is uni- 
mil allowed to be injudiciouſly and erroneouſly propoſed ; and 
thoſe few, which were thought of more importance, have been ſhawn 


to contain no new g ee nor to W 8 n to the preſent 


regulations . 


I cannot therefore diſcover any a my 1 that ſhould i in- 


| duce us to refer to a committee this bill, of which part is confelledly 
te be rejected, and the reſt is apparently ſuperfluous. 


([ Tnen the queſtion being put, Whether the bill ſhould be cred 


to a committee? It ed 0 in a the negative. Content 25. Not con- 
nn dof 

On the tejeddien of this: bill by the ns a bill which 00 to 
an affair of no leſs importance than the ſecurity of trade and naviga- 

tion, and which had been unanimouſly paſſed by the Commons, it 
was fatirically remarked, that the Upper Houſe underſtood trade and 


navigation better than the Lower, However, the circumſtances that 
attended it, made the publication of the bill, with the amendments 


and the reaſons offered by the Loi on t both hoes expected with the 
more impatience. ] | 
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HOUSE oF LORDS. 
| 2 + hand Foes 5 3 5 
Parlinnen Pains: met, Ae to the Regal Nias on whis 5 


u 2700 made a Speech from the Throne, which being afterwards 
read &y the 5 exit Gore! oat apira roſes and —_ ee 


4: My Lende, It is not e the higheſt ſatisfaQtion, that every 
lover of mankind muſt look upon the alterations that have lately been 
produced in the ſtate of Europe; nor can any Briton forbear to ex- 
preſs; an immediate and particular pleaſure: to obſerve his country 
5 R again into its | former dignity, to ſee his own nation ſhake off 
a 


a a4> Z 
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| Joprtitletice,” and rouze from inactivity, cover the ocean with her 


fleets, and awe the continent with her armies, bid once more defiance 
to the rapacious invaders of neighbouring kingdoms, and the daring 


projectors of univerſal dominion ; once more exert her influence in 


foreign courts, and ſummon the monarchs of the Wale” to bee 
confederacy againſt the power of France. 

| The Queen of Hungary, who was lately obliged to retire at + the 
approach of her enemies, to leave her capital in danger of a ſiege, 
and ſeek ſhelter in the remoteſt corner of her dominions, who was 
lately ſo harraſſed with invaſions, and ſo encircled with dangers, that 
ſhe could ſcarcely fly from one ravager, without the hazard of falling 
into the hands of another, is now able to give laws to her perfecutors, 
to return the violence which ſhe has ſuffered, and inſtead of imploring 
mercy from thoſe who had no regard but to their own intereft, and 
were determined to annihilate her family and divide her dominions, 
now fits in full ſecurity on her throne, directs the march of diſtant 
armies, and dictates the terms on which thoſe who have « ente; 78 her 
dominions ſhall be ſuffered to eſcape. Fat , 

Such, my Lords, is the preſent {tate of the German empire; nor 
have the affairs of the reſt of Europe been leſs changed; the power 
of the Houſe of Bourbon has been diminiſhed on every fide, its al- 
liance has been rejected, and its influence diſregarded. as | | 

The King of Sardinia has openly engaged to hinder the Spaniards 
from erecting a new kingdom in Italy ; and though he has hitherto 
been ſomewhat embarraſſed in his meaſures, and oppreſſed by the 
ſuperiority of his enemies, has at leaſt, by preventing the conjunction 
of the Spaniſh armies, preſerved the Auſtrians from de over- 
whelmed. Nor can the ſituation of his dominions, and the number 
of his Was ſuffer us to doubt, that in a ſhort time he will be able 
entirely to ſecure Italy, ſince he has already recovered his country, 
and drove back the Spaniards into the boſom of France, 

The condition of the other Spaniſh army is ſuch, as no enemy cari 
wiſh'to be aggravated by new calamities. "They are ſhut up in a 


country without proviſions, or of which the inhabitants are unwilling | 


to ſupply them: on one fide are neutral ſtates, to which the law of 
nations bars their entrance; on another the Mediterranean Sea, which 
can afford them only the melancholy proſpe& of hoſtile armaments, 
or ſometimes of their own ſhips falling into the hands of the Britons ; 
behind them are the ans of WY ready to embarraſs their march, 

\ intercept 


9 
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incite to change their maſters, and to ſeek among foreign na 
that eaſe and ſafety, of which the tyranny of their own government, 
and the madneſs. of their own leaders, has deprived them. Such is 
Thais diftreſs, and ſo great their diminution, that a few montus muſt 
complete their ruin, they muſt be deſtroyed without the honour of 
a battle, they muſt ſink under the fatigue of hungry marches, by 
which no enemy is overtaken or eſcaped, and be at length devoured 
| by theſe diſeaſes, which toil and penury will inevitably produce. 5 
That the diminution of the influence of the Houſe of Bourbon is 
not an empty opinion, which we eaſily receive, becauſe we wiſh it to 
be true; that other nations likewiſe ſee the ſame events with the ſame 
ſentiments, and prognoſticate the decline of that power which has 
fo long intimidated the univerſe, appears from the declaration now 
made by his Majeſty of the conduct of the Swediſh CO: 
That nation which was lately governed by the counſels, and glutted 
with the bounties of F. rance, which watched the nod of her mighty 
patroneſs, and made war at her command againſt the Ruſſian empire, 
now begins to diſcover, that there are other powers more worthy of 
confidence and reſpect, more careful to obſerve their engagements, 
or more able to fulfil them. She therefore requeſts the Britiſh mo- 
narch to extricate her from thoſe difficulties, in which ſhe is entangled 
by a blind compliance with French dictates, to reſtore to her the 
diſmembered provinces, and recal that enemy which now impends 
over her capital, and whom the French have neither intereſt to ap- 
peaſe, nor ſtrength to reſiſt. _ | 
Such, my Lords, is the preſent proſpect which offers itſelf to 4 
who ſurveys Europe with a political view, and examines the preſent 
intereſt and diſpoſitions of neighbouring potentates; ſuch is the order 
which has been produced from general confuſion, and ſuch the re- 


eſtabliſhment of equal power, which has ſucceeded theſe concuſſions 


of the world. 
It is no ſmall addition to the pleafure which this change muſt afford 
every man, who has either wiſdom to difcover his own happineſs, or 
| benevolence to rejoice in that of others, that it has been the effect 
not of chance but of conduct; that it is not an unforeſeen event, 
produced by the ſecret operation of cauſes fortuitouſly concurring, 
but the reſult of a politieal and juſt deſign, well concerted and ſteadily 
: artet, that every advantage which has been gained, is the conſe- 
quence 
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ener Frnaiures laid to obtain it; that our happineſs. has been 


procured wy Rs and that our COR have not been e 


* ä | 
I we reflect, my a upon the 8 ich ba e 
to the reſcue of Europe from impending ſlavery, which have re- 


lay waſte the territories of her invaders, confirmed her friends in 
their fidelity, and intimidated thoſe whom rival intereſts inclined to 
wiſh her fall, or the hope of ſharing i in the plunder had incited to 


form deſigns againſt her. If we enquire to what it is to be aſcribed, 


that ſhe is able to form new alliances, and defend her dominions 
with, confederate armies, we ſhall find it eaſy to trace all theſe 
revolutions to one cauſe, the Read , and e conduct of the King 
of Britain. 5 

Our Sovereign, my «Tod has . on the u & 83 
with that concern which public virtue inſpires; ; he has ſeen the ſuf- 
ferings of this illuſtrious Princeſs: with that compaſſion which is 
always due to magnanimity oppreſſed, and formed reſolutions for her 
aſſiſtance with that ardour, which courage naturally kindles ; but 
with that caution likewiſe and ſecrecy which experience dictates. 
But he remembered, my Lords, that though he was the friend of the 
Queen of Hungary, he was to conſider himſelf as the father of the 


people of Britain; that he was not to exhauſt the forces of. this na- 


tion in romantic/expeditions, or exhauſt its treaſures, in | giving aſ- 
ſiſtance which was not needed. | 

He therefore waited to obſerve the event of 5 war, gin to Aike 
cover whether the inceſſant ſtruggles of the Auſtrians would be able 
to throw off the load with which they were oppreſſed; but he found 
that their ſpirit, however ardent, could not ſupply the want of ſtrength; | 


he found that they were fainting under inſuperable lahours, and that 


though they were in no danger of being conquered by the valour of 


their: enemies, they muſt in a 19 95 time be wearied with their ; 


numbers. | 

His Majeſty then Ay my Pop that _ Gading he ſpeedy 
aſſiſtance, he at once promoted the intereſt of his people, and gra- 
tified his own inclinations ; he therefore ſupplied the Queen with 
ſuch ſums as enabled her to- levy new forces, and drive her enemies 
before her. By procuring a reconciliation with the King of Pruſſſa, 
he freed her from the neareſt and moſt formidable danger, and gave 
| 2 | | 


3 
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her an opportunity | to pvc herſelf againſt the 


| But though ſhe was et free from Jomwitic en, 9 | 


fon was driven from her capital, though captivity no longer purſued 
her flight, nor uſurpation hovered over her throne, her more diſtant 
dominions were ſtill a prey to her enemies. The Spaniards had al- 
ready omen one army in Italy, with which another was haſtening 
to join. The ſucceſs of this enterprize, which would have gained 
the greateſt part of Italy, could only be hindered by the King of 
Sardinia, who was therefore ſolicited by the Spaniards and French 
to favour their defign, with the ſtrongeſt proteſtations, and the moſt 
magnificent promiſes. But theſe were overbalanced by the influence 


of the King of Britain, whoſe name was of ſufficient importance 


to make the weaker part moſt eligible, and to counterbalance the 
force of immediate intereſt. | 


Thus was the paſſage into Italy barred en the re by 


obſtacles which they can never ſurmount, while the other army is 
belieged by our fleet, and by the Auſtrians; and reduced, inſtead of 
eonquering kingdoms, to change their camp, and regulate their 
marches, with no othet view than to avoid famine. While that 
prince, whoſe dominions might moſt commadiouſly afford them ſuc- 
_ cour, and whom all the ties of nature and of intereſt oblige to aſſiſt 
them, is awed by the Britiſh ſhips of war, which lie at anchor before 
his metropolis, and of which the commanders, upon the leaſt ſuſpi- 
cCion of hoſtilities againſt the Queen of een threaten to batter 

His palaces, and deſtroy his cit. 

In this manner, my Lords, has the King of Britain affified the 
Houſe of Auſtria with his treaſures, his influence, and his navy; thus 
does he ſubdue ſome enemies, and reſtrain others; thus does he hold 
| the balance of the wars, and thus 90558 he add the WR" 755 ”_ 
to the ſcale of juſtice. © . 

But to ſecure the ſucceſs that 605 been W obtained, mod to 
take from the enemies of liberty all hopes of recovering the advan- 
tages which they have loſt, he has now no longer confined his aſ- 

| pe REI to negotiations and pecuniary ſupplies. He knows that 
alliances are always beſt obſerved, when they confer ſecurity, or 
produce manifeſt advantage ; ; and that money will not be always 
equivalent to armies. He has, therefore, now acted openly in de- 


TOE of his Ys has filled Flanders: once more with Britiſh troops, 
| and 


* 
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edthe frontier towns with the forces of that nation by 
| E 1 were gained. The veteran now ſees once more the 
plains over which he formerly purſued the ſquadrons of France, points 
the place where he ſeized the ſtandards, or broke the lines, where he 
trampled the oppreſſors of mankind, with that ſpirit which is en- 
kindled by liberty and juſtice. His heart now beats once more at 
the ſight of thoſe walls which he formerly ſtormed, and he ſhews the 
wounds which he received in the mine, or on the breach. The 
French now diſcover, that they are not yet Lords of the continent; 
and that Britain has other armies ready to force once more the paſſes 
of Schellembourg, or break down the intrenchments of Blenheim; 
to wreſt from them the ſcepter of univerſal be and confine 
. them again to their own dominions. | 
= To the Britiſh regiments his Majeſty 15 joined a We: body of 
the forces of his own electorate, without regard to the danger which, 
may threaten his dominions in the abſence of his troops, having no 


other view than to ſecure the public tranquillity at whatever hazard 
f of his own, and being convinced that private intereſt is moſt effec 
r tually ſecured by a ſteady attention to general good. 8 6 
t Theſe meaſures, my Lords, undoubtedly Jeng our gratitude 
> and applauſe. Gratitude is always due to favourable intentions, and 
| diligent endeavours, even when thoſe intentions are fruſtrated, and 
e thoſe endeavours defeated ; and "applauſe is often paid to ſucceſs, 
' when it has been merely the effect of chance, and been produced by 
T meaſures ill adapted to the end which was intended by them. But 
ſurely, when juft deſigns have been happily executed, when wiſe mea 
* ſures are bleſſed with ſucceſs, neither envy nor . hatred will dare to 
1s refuſe their acclamations ; ſurely thoſe will at leaſt congratulate, 
fi whom the corruption of their hearts hinders from rejoirings and thoſe 
er who cannot love, will at leaſt commend. 55 
Here, my Lords, I ſuſpect no joellnntin to depreciate the! happi- 
to neſs that we enjoy, or to calumniate that virtue by which it has 
n- been obtained; and therefore doubt not but your Lordſhips will rea- 
Fa dily concur in the reaſonable motion which I have now to offer: 
at „That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to return 


or him the PRO of this EE oy his mol Werren 2 from: the 
ys Throne. 0 4 
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Lace for the ſupport of the Houſe of W and bar reſtoring gud 
_ ſecuring the balance of power. S 
« To acknowledge his Majeſty's great mio. and attention to 
the public welfare, in ſending ſo conſiderable a body of his forces 
into the Low Countries, and in ſtrengthening them with his electoral 
troops, and the Heſſians in the Britiſh pay; and thereby forming ſuch 
an army as may defend and encourage thoſe powers who are well 
intentioned, and give a real aſſiſtance to the Queen of Hungary, and 
to aſſure his Majeſty of the concurrence and ſupport of this Houſe 
in this neceſſary meaſure. | 
To expreſs our ſatisfaction in 8 goal effects which the vigour 
exerted by Great-Britain in aſſiſting its ancient allies, and maintain- 
ing the liberties of Europe, hath already had on the affairs of the 
Queen of Hungary, and on the conduct of ſeveral powers; and our 
hopes that a ſteady perſeverance in the ſame meaſures, will inſpire 
the like ſpirit and reſolution into other powers, equally engaged by 
treaties and common intereſt to take the like part. | 
_ To give his Majeſty the ſtrongeſt aſſurances, that this Houſe has 
the honour and ſafety of his Majeſty, the true intereſt and proſperity 
of his kingdoms, the ſecurity and. advancement of their commerce, 
the ſucceſs of. the war againſt Spain, and the re- eſtabliſhment of the 


balance and tranquillity of Europe entirely at heart. That thee | 


{hall be the great and conſtant objects of our proceedings and reſo- 
lutions, this Houſe, being determined to ſupport his Majefty in. all 
juſt and neceſſary meaſures for attaining thoſe great and fondle 
ends, and to ſtand by and defend his Majeſty againſt all his enemies.“ 

Lord MonTrorT ſpoke next to the following effect: — My 
Lords, the motion offered by the noble Lord, is in my opinion fo 
proper and juſt, ſo ſuitable to the dignity of this Aſſembly, and ſo 
expreflive of the gratitude which the vigilance of his Majeſty for the 


public good, ought to kindle in every heart not chilled. by ungene- 


rous indolence, or hardened by inveterate diſaffection, that I cannot 
diſcover any reaſon for which it can be oppoſed, and therefore hope 
that every Lord will concur in it with no leſs aa 1 #4 than 

I now riſe up to ſecond it. | 
It may indeed naturally be hoped from this Houſe, that = Ma- 
jeſty's meaſures will be readily approved, ſince they are ſuch as even 
malice and faction will not dare to cenſure or oppoſes ſuch as ca- 
lumny 


« To declare our juſt ſenſe of his Majeſty's. grep Care nd vigi- 


* 
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h re to defame, and ſuch as thoſe who will not 

| pra wenn cin never mention. If it be allowed, that the intereſt 

of France is oppoſite to that of Britain, that the equipoiſe of power 
on the continent is to be preſerved; if any of the counſels of our 
anceſtors deſerve our attention, if our victories at Creſſy o or at Ramil- 
lies are juſtly celebrated by our hiſtorians, the an: of our Sove- 
reign's conduct cannot be deniec. 

The French, my Lords, whom our armies in the reign of Anne 
| ſaw flying before them, who, from dividing kingdoms, and pre- 
ſcribing laws to mankind, were reduced to the defence of their own 
country, who. were driven from intrenchment to imrenchment, and 
from one fortification to another, now grown inſolent with the plea- 
ſures of peace, and the affluence of commerce, have forgotten the 
power by which their ſchemes were bafled, and their arrogance re- 
preſſed ; by which their fabric of univerſal monarchy w was Bans 
and themſelves almoſt buried in the ruins. 

Infatuated with the contemplation of their own force; elated 0 | 
the number of their troops, the magnificence of their cities, and the 
opulence of their treaſury, they have once more imagined themſelves 
ſuperior to reſiſtance, and again aſpire to the command of the 
univerſe; they have now for ſome time aſſumed the haughty ſtile of 
the legiſlators of mankind; and have expected, that princes ſhould 
appeal to them as to the higheſt human tribunal, and that nations 
ſhould ſubmit their claims to their arbitration; they have already 
allumed the diſtribution of dominions, and expect that neither peace 


ſhall be concluded, nor wer ECO but by their ae oy - 
ho advice. 


My By this' Ee of ait claims and e cheafiires h 
fo have they at length arrived, my Lords, at the ſummit of inſolence; 
lo by theſe. ſteps have they aſcended once more the towering throne of 
the 


univerſal monarchy ; nor was any thing wanting to complete their 
ne- plan, but that their ancient rival, the German empire, ſhould be 


zope nity of Europe ſhould be the gift of the French bounty. 

man The death of the late Emperor without ſons, furniſhed them with | 

| an opportunity of executing their deſign, too favourable to be ne- 

Ma- elected. They now imagined it in their power not only to difpoſe . 

even of the imperial dignity, but to divide the dominions of the Houſe of 

Auſtria into many petty ſoyereignties, incapable ſingly of oppoſing - 
995 To Tos. 


reduced to acknowledge their ſovereignty, and that the ADH: dis- N 
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them, and unlikely to unite in any common ”— W Py 
confederacy unbroken, if they ſhould by accident agree” te TR . { 
; They therefore ſent their armies into Germany, to | 
the approaching election, and by hovering over the territories of 
princes unable to reſiſt them, extorted voices in favour of their ally; 
a prince, whoſe dominions muſt by their ſituation always oblige him. 
to compliance with the demands, and to concurrence in the ſchemes 
of his protectors, and who will rather act as ie ſubſtitute of France, 
than the Emperor of Germany. 1 
But it was to no purpoſe that they had 8 their deen nt with 
titular honours and enſigns of ſovereignty if the Houſe of Auſtria 
ſtill retained its hereditary dominions, and preſerved its ſtrength, 
when it had loſt its dignity, They well knew, that armies were 
equally formidable, whether commanded by an Emperor, or an in- 
ferior Sovereign; and that a mere alteration of names, though it 
might afford a light and tranſient gratification to vanity, Would JO 
duce no real increaſe or diminution of power, h 
They therefore thought it neceſlary to improve the le time of 
confuſion, and excite all the princes of the empire to revive their 
ancient claims upon the Auſtrian territories ; claims, which how 
long ſoever they had been forgotten, howſoever abrogated by long | 
preſcription, or annulled by ſubſequent treaties, were now again to | 
become valid, and to be decided by the arbitration of France, | 
But this project being defeated by the heroic conſtancy of the Queen | 
of Hungary, whoſe wiſdom and reſolution, which will equal her name | 
in future hiſtories with thoſe of the moſt ſucceſsful conquerors, re- l 
| jected their mediation, and refuſed to own her right doubtful, by | 


— 


ſubmitting it to be tried; they were obliged no longer to diſſemble 
their deſigns, or make further pretences to reſpect or tenderneſs. 
Her fall was neceſſary to their own exaltation; they therefore kindled 
2 general conflagration of war, they excited all the princes to take 
arms againſt her, and found it indeed no difficult taſk to perſuade 
them to attack a princeſs, whom they. thought unable to form an 
army, whom they believed they ſhould rather purſue than engage, and 
-whoſe dominions might be overrun without bloodſhed, and ven they 

ſhould conquer only by marching againſt. ? 

Such a combination as this, a combination of monarchs, of which 
3 appeared able ſingly to have carried on a war againſt her, no- 
thing but the higheſt __ of 8 could have formed 2 

deſign 
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. pres biting 3. nor could that reſiſtance have procured the leaſt 
| advantages, or. e for a ſingle day the calamities that were 
threatentd, had it not been regulated by every. martial virtue, had 
not policy united with courage, and caution with activity. _ 
Thus did the intrepidity of this princeſs, my Lords, ſupport her 
ee the ſtorms that ſhook her kingdom on every fide; thus did 
thoſe, whom her virtues gained over to her ſervice, and whom her 
example animated with contempt of ſuperior numbers, defend her 
againſt the forces of all the ſurrounding nations, led on by Monarchs, 


8 


r oa ke Ca Ss 


h and elated with the proſpect of an eaſy conqueſt. 1 

1 But the utmoſt that could be hoped from the moſt refined ftrata- 
gems, or the moſt exalted courage, was only that her fate might be 
3 


deferred, that ſhe would not fall wholly unrevenged, that her ene- 
mies would ſuffer with her, and that victory would not be gained 
without a battle, It was evident, that bravery muſt in time give 
way to ſtrength, that vigour muſt be wearied, and policy exhauſted, 
that by a conſtant ſucceſſion of new forces, the moſt reſolute troops 
ar | muſt be overwhelmed; and that the Houſe of Auſtria could only 
gain by the war, the fatal honour of being gloriouſly extinguiſhed. 


This his Majeſty's wiſdom eaſily enabled him to.diſcover, and his 

18 goodneſs incited him to prevent; he called upon all the powers, who . 

to had promiſed to preſerve the Pragmatic Sanction, to have regard to 
the faith of nations, and by fulfilling their engagements, to preſerve 

"78 the liberties of Europe; but the ſucceſs of his remonſtrances only 

TY afforded a new inſtance of the weakneſs of juſtice, when oppoſed to 

c. W intereſt or fear. All the potentates of the continent were reſtrained 


by by the threats, or gained by the promiſes of France; and the diſpoſa 
ble of the poſſeſſions of the Auſtrian Houſe, ſeemed by the general con- 
ſs. ſent of Europe, to be reſigned to the family of Bourbon. 


led But our Sovereign was not yet diſcouraged from aſſerting, the 
ke rights which he had promiſed to maintain, nor did. he think the 
165 neglect or treachery of others a ſufficient reaſon for refuſing that 
115 aſſiſtance, which juſtice and policy equally required. He knew the 
ind power of his own empire, and though he did not omit to cultivate 
ney Ml alliances, he was conſcious of his ability to proceed without them 
and therefore ſhewed,. by ſending his troops into the Auſtrian terri- 
ich tories, that the meaſures of the Sovereign of Britain were not to be 
no- regulated by either his enemies, or his confederates; that this nation 
4 2 is yet able to ſupport its own claims, and protect thoſe of its allies ; 
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ll thit while we attack one of the kingdoms: 8 Jauſs of 


Bourbon, we are not afraid to ſet the other at defiance. wort ei Ws is; | 


The effects of this conduct, my Lords, were immediatelyrapfa- 
rent; the King of Sardinia engaged to oppoſe the entrance of the 
Spaniards into Italy; the King of Pruffia not only made a peace 
with the Queen of Hungary, by whom he was more to be dreaded 
than any other enemy, but entered into an alliance with his Majeſty, 


who has made no ſmall addition to his s by another what 


WA the moſt powerful nations of the North. 
Thus, my Lords, are the dreadful arms of Pe which are 


never employed but in the deteſtable and horrid plan of extending 


|  flavery, and ſupporting oppreſſion, ſtopped in the full career of ſuc- 
ceſs. Thus is the ſcheme of univerſal monarchy once more blaſted, 


and the world taught, that the preſervation of the rights of man- 


kind, the ſecurity of religion, and the eſtabliſhment of peace, are 
not impracticable, that the power of Britain is yet e, and 
that her ſpirit is not yet depreſſed. ö 


By his Majeſty's conduct, my Lords, the reputation of our coun- 


try is now raiſed to its utmoſt height; we are now conſidered as the 


arbiters of empire, the protectors of right, the patrons of diſtreſs, 


and the ſuſtainers of the balance of the world. I cannot therefore 
but conclude, that no man in this illuſtrious Aſſembly will be un- 
willing to acknowledge that wiſdom and firmneſs, which not orly 
- this nation, but the greateſt part of the univerſe, will remember 
with gratitude in the remoteſt ages, and that the nen en U 
now ſecond, will be univerſally approved. 2 

The Speaker then read the motion, ad 1 aſked ! in the uſual form, 
whether it was their Lordſhip's pleaſure that the queſtion ſhould be put, 
upon which Lord CHESTERFIELD roſe up, and ſpoke to the following 
purpoſe —My Lords, though the motion has been, by the noble 
Lord who made it, introduced with all the art of rhetoric, and en- 


forced by him that ſeconded it, with the utmoſt ardour of zeal, and 


the higheſt raptures of ſatisfaction and gratitude; though all the late 
meaſures have been recommended to our applauſe, as proofs of the 
ſtricteſt fidelity, and the moſt ſagacious policy; and though I am 
very far from intending to charge them with weakneſs or injuſtice, 
or from pretending to have diſcovered in them a ſecret tendency to 
advance any intereſt in oppoſition to that of Britain, Lam yet not 
able to Oe upon myſelf to ſuppreſs thoſe ſcroplys which hinder 

me 


G og.” Ma, 


| EY C 
N i now propoſed. 


| ang with them, and from | approving the Addreſs 8 


am leſs inclined, my n to 10 the preſent motion, os 
cauſe” T have long been deſirous of ſeeing the ancient method of 
general Addreffes revived by this Houſe ; a method of Addreſs by 
which our princes were reverenced without flattery, and which left 
us at liberty to honour the Crown, without deſcending to idolize the 


Miniſtry. 


I know not, my Lords, what advantages have been probs by 


an annual repetition of the ſpeeches from the Throne, however gra- 


cious or excellent. For ourſelves, we have certainly obtained no 
new confidence from the Crown, nor any higher degree of honour 


| among the people. The incenſe, which from our cenſers has fo 


long perfumed the palace, has inclined the nation to ſuſpect, that we 


are long enough inured to idolatry, to offer up their properties for a 


ſacrifice, whenever they ſhall be required; and I cannot diſſemble 
my ſuſpicions, that a long continuance of this cuſtom may give 
ſome ambitious or oppreflive prince in ſome diſtant age, when per- 
haps this beneficent and illuſtrious _ may be den the con- 
fidence to demand it. 8 

I cannot but be of opinion, ob hope your Lordſhips will be con- 
vinced upon very ſhort reflection, that there is a ftile of ſervility, 
which it becomes not this Houſe to-uſe even to our Monarchs: we 
are to remember, indeed, that reverence which is always due from 
ſubjects, but to preſerve likewiſe that dignity which is es cu | 
from independence and legiſlative authority. © 

That we ought not to deſcend to the meaneſt of wn that we 
ought to preſerve the - privilege of ſpeaking, without exaggerated 
praiſes, or affected acknowledgments, our regard not only to our- 
ſelves, but to our Sovereign ought to remind us. For nothing is 
more evident, my Lords, than that no Monarch can be happy while 
his people are miſerable; that the Throne can be ſecure only by 
being guarded by the affections of the people; and the prince can 
only gain and preſerve their affections, by promoting their _— a 
and ſupporting their privileges. f 

But how, my Lords, ſhall that Monarch diſtinguiſh the WER 
of his people, whom none ſhall dare to approach with information? 
How ſhall their privileges be ſupported, if when they are infringed» 
no man will complain ? And who ſhall dare to lay any public griev- 
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ances, or private wrongs before the King of Bedey df BYE . rig 
Aſſembly of the nation ſhall never een him but in 3 
Hattery? + | n 
The neceſſity of pennt an _ to tis corrupt cuſtom, becomes 
" "every day more and more urgent; the affairs of Europe are haſten- 
ing to a criſis, in which all our prudence, and all our influence will 
be required ; and we ought therefore to take care not to perplex our 
reſolutiqns by voluntary ignorance, or deftroy our credit by a public 


approintien of ene n we are 1580 known not to un- 


derſtand. e 15 
I ſuppoſe, none of your e tatia; are not 3 in the 
adminiſtration of affairs, will think it derogatory from the reputation 


of your abilities and experience, to confeſs, that you do not yet ſee all 


the circumſtances or conſequences of the meaſures which you are 
deſired to applaud; meaſures which have been too lately taken to 


diſcover their own tendency, and with relation to which no papers 


have been laid before us. We are told of armies joined, and trea- 
ties concluded, and therefore called upon to praiſe the wiſdom of our 
negotiations, and the uſefulneſs and vigour of our military prepara- 
tions; though we are neither acquainted on what terms our alliances 
are formed, nor on what conditions our auxiliaries aſſiſt us. 

This, my Lords, is is ſurely ſuch treatment as no liberal mind can 
very patiently ſupport ; it is little leſs than to require · that we ſhould 
follow our guides with our eyes ſhut ; that we ſhould place implicit 
confidence in the wiſdom of our miniſters, and having firſt ſuffered 
them to blind ourſelves, affiſt them afterwards to blind the people. 

The longer I dwell upon the conſideration of this motion, the 
more arguments ariſe to perſuade me, that we ought not baſtily to 
agree to it. My Lords, the Addreſs propoſed, like the ſpeech itſelf, 
is of a very complicated and intricate kind, and compriſes in a 

few words many tranſactions of great importance, crouded together 
with an artful brevity, that the mind may be hindered by the multi- 
| tude of images, from a diſtinct and deliberate conſideration of par- 
ticulars, Here are acts of negotiation confounded with aperations 
of war, one treaty entangled with another, and the union of the 
Hanqverians with our trqqps, mentioned almoſt in the ſame ſentence 
with the Spaniſh war, T his croud of tranſactions, ſo different in 
their ee ſo varigus in ou a who Fan venture tq 
; 75 . Aa VF 
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2 „ or wh can diſtinguiſh without long exa- 
minatian ni zu 
I hope, my Lords, that I ſhall not be. charged with, want of can- 
dour, in ſuppoſing the motion not to be an extemporaneous compo- 
ſition, but to be drawn up with art and deliberation. It is well 
known, that the Addreſs is. often concerted at the ſame time that 
the ſpeech is compoſed; and that it is not uncommon to take advan» 
tage of the ſuperiority which long acquaintance with the Sn 
gives thoſe who defend the motion, above thoſe who oppoſe it. 
We are indeed told, that the viſible effects of his Majeſty's mea-- 
h ſures prove their expediency, and that we may ſafely applaud that 
conduct of which we receive the benefits. But, my Lords, the ad- 
| vantages muſt be ſeen or felt before they can be properly acknow- 
> ledged ; and it has not been ſhewn, that we have yet either intimi- 
) 
. 


dated the enemies of the Queen of Hungary, whoſe intereſt we have 
been lately taught to belieye inſeparable from our own, or en, 


. ed any new allies to declare in her favour. 
c The Dutch, my Lords, are not yet rouſed from their lumber of 
- WW neutrality; and how loudly ſoever we may aſſert our zeal, or with 


$ whatever pomp we may diſplay our ſtrength, they ſtill ſeem to doubt 
either our integrity or force; and are afraid of engaging in the quar- 


1 rel, leſt they ſhould be either conquered or betrayed, Nor has the . 


d approach of our army, however they may be delighted with the 
t ſhow, inſpired them with more courage, though they are enforced 
d by the troops of Hanover. 

The addition of theſe forces tq the Britiſh army, bas been n men- 
le tioned as an inſtance of uncommon attention to the great cauſe of | 
0 univerſal liberty, as a proof that no regard has been paid to private 
f, intereſt, and that all conſiderations are ſacrificed ta public good. 
a But fines no ſervice can be ſq great but it may be overpaid, it is 
er neceſſary that we may judge of the benefit, to inform us on what 
i= terms it has been obtained, and how well the act of ſucceſſion has 
1. heen obſeryed on this ogcaſipn. 1 
ns Though I am too well acquainted, my Lords, with the maxims 
he which preyail in the preſent age, and have had too much experience 
ce of the motives, by which the deciſions of the Senate are influenced, 
in to offer any motion of my own, yet theſe reaſons will withhold me 
tq from concurring with this. I cannot but be of opinion, that the 
1s IM queſtion ought to be poſtponed to another day, in which the Houſe 


may 


— 
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may be fuller, our deliberations be afſiſted by the — be 
rience of more than thirty Lords, who are now abſent, and the fub. F 
jects of enquiry, of which many are new and unexpected, may be | 
more accurately confidered ; nor can I prevail upon myſelf to prong 
to general declarations any other than general anſwers. | | 

Lord CaR TER ET anſwered in ſubſtance as follows: My 86.8. 6 
As there has ariſen no new queſtion, as his Majeſty in aſſiſting the f 
Queen of Hungary, has only followed the advice of the Senate; I t 
am far from being able to diſcover, why any long deliberation ſhould 
be neceſſary to a concurrence with the motion now before us, or 
- whence any doubt can ariſe with regard to the effects of his Majeſty's 
meaſures; effects which no man will deny, who will believe either 
| his own eyes, or the teftimony of others; effects, which every man 
who ſurveys the ſtate of Europe muſt perceive, and which our friends 
and our enemies will equally confeſs, . | | 
To theſe meaſures, which we are now to ebnet it mew be 

aſcribed, that the French are no longer lords of Germany; that they a 

no longer hold the princes of the empire in ſubjection, lay provinces I 


= M9 22 rw 82 


— — Pmer> —— —— 
* 


waſte at pleafure, and ſell their friendſhip on their own terms. By f 
_ theſe meaſures have the Putch been delivered from their terrors, and * & 


| 
8 encouraged to deliberate freely upon the ſtate of Europe, and pre- a1 
2 pare for the ſupport of the Pragmatic Sanction. But the common 
| cauſe has been moſt evidently advanced by gaining the King of Pruſſia, MW n 
by whoſe defeRion the balance of the war was turned, and at leaſt be 


thirty thouſand men taken away from the ſcale of France. F 

" This, my Lords, was a change only to be effected by a piitent ci 
expectation of opportunities, and a politic improvement of Caſual ad- Cu 
vantages, and by contriving methods of reconciling the intereſt of It 
Pruſfia with the friendſhip of the Queen of Hungary; for princes, I T 
like other men, are inclined to prefer their own intereſt to all other Wi 
motives, and to follow that ſcheme which ſhall promiſe moſt gain. wi 


That all this, my Lords, has been effected, cannot be denied; nor Wi 
can it be ſaid to have been effected by any other cauſes than the fre 

conduct of Britain: had this nation looked either with cowardly de- 
ſpair, or negligent inactivity, on the tifing power of France and the rel 
troubles of the continent; had the diſtribution of empire been left to to 
chance, our thoughts confined wholly to commerce, and our pro- no 
ſpects not extended beyond our own iſland, the liberties of Europe an 
had been at an end, the F rench had eſtabliſhed themſelves i in the ſe- obt 

| _ , cure | 
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| _ univerſal monarchy, would henceforth have ſet 


inſolence. 


Theſe, my Lords, are e of the meaſures purſued by 


bis Majeſty, of which neither the reality nor the importance can be 
queſtioned, and therefore they may doubtleſs be approved. without 
heſitation. For ſurely, my Lords, the addition of the Hanoverian 
troops to the forces of our own nation can raiſe no ſeruples, nor be 
tepreſented as any violation of the Act of Settlement. | 

Of the meaning of that memorable act, I believe, I do not need 
any information. I Know it is provided, that this nation ſhall not 


cure y | 
| mankind ne,” and benen without fear in "TAROT and 


be engaged in war in the quarrel of Hanover ; but T ſee no traces of . 
a reciprocal obligation, nor can diſcover any clauſe, by which wwe 
are forbidden to make uſe in our own cauſe. of the alliance of Hano- | 


ver, or by which the Hanoverians are forbidden to aſſiſt us. 

I hope, my Lords, this repreſentation of the ſtate of our tranſ- 
ations with Hanover, will not be charged with artifice or ſophiſtry. 
I know how invidious a taſk is undertaken by him who attempts to 


ſhew any connection between intereſts ſo generally thought oppoſite, 
and am ſupported in this apology only by the conſciouſneſs of i Integrity, 


and the intrepidity of truth, 
The aſſiſtance of Hanover, my Eick, was at this time apparently 


. neceſſary. Our own troops, joined with the Heffians, compoſed a 


body too ſmall to make any efficacious oppeſition to the defigns of 


France; but by the addition of fixteen thouſand men, became ſuffi= 


ciently formidable to oblige her to employ thoſe troops for the ſe- 
curity of her frontiers, with which ſhe intended to have overwhelmed 
Italy, and to have exalted another Spaniſh prince to a new kingdom. 
The Spaniards, deprived of this affiftance, harraſſed by the Auftrians 
with perpetual alarms, and debarred by our fleet from the ſupplies 
which are provided for them in their own country, muſt languiſh 


with penury and hardſhips, e 9 8 cut off from fuccour and 


from flight, 


Thus, my Lords, it is nt; that the true and everlaſting i inte- 


reſt of Britain has been ſteadily purſued ; that the meaſures formed 
to promote it have been not only prudent, but ſucceſsful. We did 
not engage ſooner” in the quarrel, becauſe we were not able to form 


an army ſufficiently powerful. An advantageous peace is only to be 
obtained by vigarous preparations for war; nor is it to be expected 


that 


— 


* 
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oppoſition is really formidable. Such, my Lords, is gur preſent i tes 
we may reaſonably hope that the French will deſiſt from their de igns, 
becauſe they will have a confederacy to oppoſe, more powerful than 
that by which their immortal monarch was lately humbled ; and I 
hope that conduct will always be applauded in this Houſe, mich 
enables us to repreſs the arrogance of France, 

Lord WESTMORLAND then ſpoke to the following purport : 5 


| My Lords, Though the warmth which the noble Lord has defended | 


the motion, and the confidence with which he aſſerts the propriety 
and efficacy of the meaſures to which it relates, are ſuch Proofs of 
the ſtrength of his conviction as leave no room to doubt his fi incerity; 


Jet as the ſame arguments do not operate upon different minds with 


the ſame force, I hope I ſhall not be thought leſs ſincere, br leſs 
ſtudious of the public happineſs, or the honour of the n though 
I preſume to differ from him, _ | 

In the motion now before us, I cannot concur, Uno though it 
ſhould be allowed to contain a juſt repreſentation of foreign affairs, 
yet it appears. to me to omit thoſe conſiderations which I think it the 
duty of this Houſe to offer to his Majeſty. This natiqn is, in my 
opinion, expoſed to enemies more formidable than the F rench; nor 
do I think that we are at leiſure to defend the liberties of Europe, till 
we have made ſome proviſions for the ſecyrity of our own; or to 

regulate the balance of power, till we have reſtored our auto 
to its ancient equilibrium. 

That chere are flagrant proofs of the = enormous corruption 
ano the whole ſubordination of public offices ; that our pub- 
lic funds are only nurſeries of fraud, and that truſt of eyery kind is 
only conſidered as an oppartunity of plundering, appears evidentiy 
from the univerſal preyalence of luxury and extravagance, from the 
ſudden affluence of private men, from the wanton riot of their tables, 
the regal ſplendour of their equipages, and the oftentatious magniſi- 
cence of their buildings. Es 5 
It is evident likewiſe, that corruption is not confined. to public 
offices ; that thoſe who have loſt their own integrity, have endea- 
voured to deſtroy the virtue of others; that attempts have been made 
to ſubject the whole nation to the influence of corruption, and to 
ſpread the contagion of bribery from the Ware to to the ane ce 

of the people, | 4 
I 
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I hep FER neceſſary, before we engage in the conſideration of 


8781 "Kats, to proſecute the enquiry which was begun in the laſt 
ſe eon, t to trace wickedneſs to its ſource, and drag the authors of our 
miſeries into the light. OY 
Theſe, my Lords, are the enquiries which the general voice of the 
people importunately demands ; theſe ace. the petitions which ought 
never to be rejected; all parties are now united, and all animoſities 
extinguiſhed ; nor is there 1 5 other clamour than for enquiries and 
puniſhment. | 
The other Houſe, my Lords, has been engaged in the laudable 
attempt to detect thoſe who have betrayed, or plundered, or corrupted 
their country ; and ſurely we ought to have ſo much regard to our 
own honour, as not to ſuffer them to toil alone in a deſign ſo popular, 
ſo juſt, and fo neceſſary, while we amuſe ourſelves with applauding 
the ſagacity of our miniſters, who, whatever they may hope them- 
ſelyes, or promiſe others, have not yet prevailed on any fareign power 
to concur with them, or to interpoſe in the affairs of the continent. 
And therefore I cannot conceal my ſuſpicion, that inſtead of furniſh- 
ing. any ſubject for panegyrics on our policy and caution, we are 
now waſting our treaſures and our ſtrength in a romantic expedition. 
Since therefore, my Lords, our domeſtic evils ſeem to me moſt 
dangerous, I move, that in order to their ſpeedy remedy, and that 
the people may ſee we do not forget their immediate intereſt, this ad- 
dition be made to the motion now before us: | 
« And humbly to aſſure his Majeſty, that we will. apply our con- 
ſtant and perſevering endeavours to calm and heal animoſities and 
diviſions, unſeaſonable as they are at, all times, and moſt pernicious 
in the preſent juncture, which the true fatherly tenderneſs of his Ma- 
jeſty, out of the abundance of his conſtant care for the rights and 
liberties of his people, has ſo affectionately at the cloſe of laſt ſeſſion 
recommended from the throne, by ſearching thoroughly and effectu- 
ally into the grounds, which are or may be aſſigned for public diſ- 
content, agreeably to the ancient rules and methods of Parliament.” 
This additional clauſe being delivered i in writing to the Speaker, 
be read it to the Houſe, but ſaid that the noble Lord ſpoke ſo low, 
that he could not tell where he propoſed to have it inſerted. Lord 
WESTMORLAND then directed him to read the motion, which Jones | 
he deſired. that his clauſe might be added at the end. pag 
Upon 


* 
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Upon this Lead RAYMOND ſpoke as be Xx, 
Son which the noble Lord has offered to the Addreſs >propetes, # 
cannot, in my opinion, be properly admitted, as it has no relation to 3 
the preceding clauſes, but is rather inconſiſtent with them. _ t 
Nor do I think it only i improper with regard to the other part of 
the motion, but unneceſſary in itſelf ; ſince it has no reference to his 4 
Majeſty's Speech, now under our conſideration ; ſince it will facili- F 
y 
1 


tate none of our enquiries, which may be carried on with equal vigour 
without any ſuch unſeaſonable declaration of our deſign. | 

If, therefore, the motion for the amendment be not withdrawn, I A” 
ſhall move, that the firft queſtion be firſt put. ; 2 


[The queſtion was then put with regard to the firſt motion, andi it 


paſſed in the e without any diviſion. a.) 9 
1 

1 
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Motion in the Committee of Supplies, for granting Pay for 16000 Hano- 0 
1 verian Ops for the four Months laſt pat. w 
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Sir WILLIAM 1 1 opened the debate, and ſpoke in ſubſtance er 
as follows :—Sir, Though the general ſtate of the kingdoms of Eu- de 
rope cannot be ſuppoſed to be wholly unknown in this Aſſembly, yet ar 
ſince the deciſion of the queſtion now before us, muſt depend upon yi 


the conceptions which every man has formed with regard to the WE er 
affairs on the continent, it will be neceſſary to exhibit them to view | 

in a narrow compaſs, that nothing which may dne to our in- ee 
formation may be overlooked or forgotten. Wi 


The late Emperor, for ſome time before his death, Join 12 de 
there remained little hopes of male iſſue, and that his family would ne 
be conſequently in danger of loſing part of the honours and, dignities W bu 
which it had ſo long enjoyed, turned his thoughts to the ſecurity of by 
his hereditary dominions, which he entailed upon his eldeſt daughter, I of 
to preſerve them from ng broken into Fragments, and divided Ml fic 


ee 


oo 
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; ——— ©2200 pretenders to them; and that this ſettlement 


mightihe-pmefcrved from violation, employed all the opportunities 
which Any extraordinary conjunctures preſented to him of obtaining 
the concurrence and ratification of the neighbouring ftates. | 
As it was always the intereſt of this nation to ſupport the Houſe of 
Auſtria, as a counterbalance to the power of F ws hf it was eaſy to 
procure from us a ſolemn acceſſion to this important ſettlement; and 
we therefore promiſed to ſupport. it, whenever it ſhould be attacked, 
This was in reality only a promiſe to be watchful for our own advan- 


tage, and to hinder that increaſe of the French influence, which muſt 
at length be fatal to ourſelves, 


The like engagements were propoſed te to many other powers, which 


| propoſals were by moſt of them accepted, and among others by France, 
upon conſideration of a very large increaſe of her dominions; and it 


was hoped, that whatever might be determined by the Electors with 
reſpect to the imperial dignity, the hereditary dominions to the Houſe 
of Auſtria would remain in the ſame family, and that France would 
be hindered by her own engagements from e the F of 
the e pire. 

But no ſooner. did the death of the 138 give the enemies of 
the Houſe of Auſtria hopes of gratifying without danger their reſent- 
ment and ambition, than almoſt all the neighbouring. princes began 
to revive their pretenſions, and appeared reſolved to recover by force, 
what they alledged to have been only by force withheld from them. 
Armies were raiſed on all ſides, invaſions either attempted or threat- 
ened from every quarter, and the whole world locked upon the 
daughter of Auſtria either with pity or with joy, as unable to make 
any ſtand againſt the general confederacy, and under a neceſſity of 
yielding to the moſt oppreſſive terms, and purchaſing peace from her 


enemies at their own price. 


It cannot be mentioned, without indignation, that this univerſal 
combination was formed and conducted by the influence of the French, 
who, after having agreed to the Pragmatic Sanction, omitted no en- 
deavours to promote the violation of it; and not only incited the 
neighbouring princes to aſſert their claim by promiſes of aſſiſtance, 
but poured numerous armies into the empire, not only to procure 
by force, and without the leaſt regard to equity, an election in favour 
of the Duke of Bavaria, but to aſſiſt him in the invaſion of the Au- 
ſician ons of which the enen had been ratified by their 

| concur- 
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concurrence; purchaſed at a price which mit as = EAT 


Weder too great, even though they had obſervedt 
The pleas which they advanced in vindication of W e 


is not neceſſary to relate; ſince, however artfully they may be formed, 


the common ſenſe of mankind muſt perceive them to be falſe, It is 
to no purpoſe, that they declare themſelves not to have receded from 


their promiſe, becauſe they enter the empire only as auxiliaries, and 


their troops act under the command of the Elector of Bavaria; ſince 


he that furniſhes troops for the invaſion of thoſe territories which he 


is obliged to protect, may very juſtly be conſidered as an invader ; as 
he who aſſiſts a thief, partakes the guilt of theft. 
All contracts, Sir, whether between ſtates or private perſons, are 


to be underſtood according to the known i intention of the two parties; 


and I ſuppoſe it will not be pretended, by the moſt hardened advocate 
for the conduct of the French, that the late Emperor would have 
purchaſed, at ſo dear a rate, their acceſſion to the Pragmatic Sanction, 
if he had ſuppoſed, that they ſtill thought themſelves at liberty to em- 
ploy all their treaſure and their force in afliſting others to violate it. | 
It is well known, that an unſucceſsful war, which the French are 


likewiſe ſuſpected of aſſiſting, had, a ſhort time before the death of 
the Emperor, weakened his forces, and exhauſted his revenues; and 
that therefore, when he was ſurprized by death, he left his family im- 
poveriſhed and defenceleſs; ſo that his daughter being without money 


or armies, and preſſed by enemies on every ſide of her dominions, 
was immediately reduced to ſuch diſtreſs as perhaps ſhe only was able 
to ſupport, and ſuch difficulties as no other would have entertained 
the leaſt. hope of being able to ſurmount. 

In the firſt cruſh of her calamities, when ſhe was Cabs the 
torrent of invaſion from fortreſs to fortreſs, and from kingdom to 
kingdom, it is not to be denied, that moſt of the guarantees of the 


* Pragmatic Sanction ſtood at gaze, without attempting that relief 


which ſhe inceſſantly called upon them to afford her; and which in- 
deed they could deny upon no other pretence, than that they were con- 
vinced it would be ineffectual, that her ruin was not to be prevented, 
and that ſhe muſt be ſwallowed: by the deluge of war, 5 it ap- 
e impoſſible to reſiſt or to divert. 

The Queen, however, determined to aſſert her rights; and to 4 
fend her dominions; and therefore aſſembled her forces, and made 


* 3 m_ ſome of her enemies finding the war, to which 
h ; | | they 
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} e eee only by a belief of the certainty of ſucceſs, | 
ehe ebm more hazardous than they expected, ſoon deſiſted 


from their claims, and conſented to peace upon moderate conditions; 


and the moſt formidable of her enemies, being alienated from the 


French by experience of their treachery, and perhaps intimidated 
by the bravery of his enemies, was at laſt willing to become neutral, 
and to be ſatisfied with the recovery of his own claims, without 
aſſiſting the Elector of Bavaria. 

Thus far has this illuſtrious princeſs N in the tempeſt of 
the continent with very little aſſiſtance from her confederates ; but it 
cannot be ſuppoſed, that theſe violent efforts have not exhauſted her 
ſtrength, or that ſhe muſt not be at length overpowered by the 
armies which the French, enraged at the diſappointment of their 
ſchemes, are ſending againſt her. She has an inconteſtible claim to 
our aſſiſtance, promiſed by the moſt ſolemn ſtipulations, and there 
fore not to be withheld upon any views of preſent advantage. The 
prudence and magnanimity which the has diſcovered, prove, that ſhe 
deſerves to be ſupported upon the common principles of generoſity, 
which would not ſuffer a brave man to look idly upon a heroine - 


ſtruggling with multitudes ; and the oppoſition which ſhe. has 280 


able to make alone, ſhews that aſſiſtance will not be vain. 

Theſe conſiderations, though, ſince the Senate has determined jo 
aft her, they ate not immediately neceſſary in a queſtion which re- 
hates only to the manner in which that aſſiſtance ſhall be given, are 


yet. not entirely uſeleſs ; fince they may contribute to overbalance 


any prejudices that may obſtruct the ſchemes which have been formed, 
and quicken the endeavours of men who might be inclined to reject 
thoſe counſels to which any ſpecious objections ſhall be raiſed, or 
to loſe that time in deliberation, which ought to be employed in action. 
As the aſſiſtance of this diſtreſſed Princeſs has been already voted 
by the Senate, it is now no longer to be enquired, what adyantages 
can be gained to-this nation by protecting her, qr whether the benefits 
of victory will be equivalent to the hazards of war? Theſe queſtions 
are already determined. It has already appeared neceſſary to this 
Houſe, to reſtore the balance of power by preſerving the Houſe of 
Auſtria z, and the only queſtion, therefore, that remains. is, by what 
means we ſhall endeayour to preſerve it? and whether the means that 
bave already been en our approbation i GE 
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Among the ſeveral ſchethes that were propoſed. for. ge | 
peared moſt proper to the miniſtry to form an army in i 


the 78 
Countries, whence they might be ready to ntrarch wherever yy 


preſence might be required, and where they might be eaſily fupplied ; 
with neceſſaries. This army was to be raiſed with expedition; the a 
affairs of the Queen of Hungary could admit of no delay; auxiliary 3 
troops were therefore to be hired, and it appeared to them more 8 ; 
to hire the troops of Hanover than of any other nation. 
That the affairs of the Queen of. Hungary would admit of no de- . 
lay, and that therefore the army in the Low Countries was very p 
ſpeedily to be formed, cannot be doubted by any one that compares f. 
her power with that of the nation againſt which ſhe was contending; 0 
a nation incited by a long train of ſucceſs to aſpire to univerfal mo- E 
narchy ; a nation which has long been aſſembling armies, and accu- 5 
mulating treaſures, in order to give law to the reſt of the world; 
vrhich had for many years ſtood againſt the united force of all the 7 
bordering powers, and to which the Houſe of Auſtria is not equal in l 


its full ſtrength, much leſs when its treaſures had been exhauſted, 
and its troops deſtroyed in an unfortunate war before the death of 
the Emperor; and when almoſt every part of its dominions was 
threatened- by a particular power, and the troops of each province 
were employed i in the defence of their own towns; ſo that no great 
armies, could be collected, becauſe no > place could be left without 
defenders. | 

- Such was the ſtate of the Auſtrian dominions, when the troops of 
ed 7 rance broke in upon them; and in this ſtate it muſt readily be ac- 
knowledged, that neither courage nor prudence could procure ſucceſs; 
chat no ſtratagems could long divert, nor any reſiſtance repel ſuch 
ſuperiority of power, and a e relief 25 0 be ſpeedy, to be 
See 9 

That to bring the relief which we had vroniifed; with expedition 
en to procure any advantages to our ally, to preſerve her pro- 


vinces from being laid waſte, her towns from being ſtormed, and her = 
armies from being ruined ; to repreſs the confidence of the French, yo 
and recal them from conqueſts to the defence of their own territories, ll . 

mir 
it was apparently: neceſſary to hire forei gn troops; ; for to have ſent Br 
over all our own forces, had been to have tempted the French to 1 


= change their ESE of Ts.” the dominions, into that of 
* i : „ | « - attacking 
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Lp d and attempting to add this kingdom to their other 
21 t 275 raiſed new troops with expedition equal to the 
eech wat demanded them, was either abſolutely impoſſible, or at 
leaſt very difficult ; and when raiſed, they would have been only new 
troops, who, hid might be their courage, would have been 
without ſkill in war, and would therefore have been diſtruſted by 

thoſe whom. they aſſiſted, and deſpiſed by thoſe whom they oppoſed. 

Nothing therefore remained, but that auxiliaries ſhould be tried, 
and the only queſtion then to be decided, was, what nation ſhould be 
ſolicited to ſupply us? Nor was this ſo difficult to be anſwered as in 
former times, ſince there was not the uſual liberty of choice; many 
of the princes who ſend their troops to fight for other powers, were 
at that time either influenced by the promiſes, or bribed by the 
money, or intimidated by the forces of F rance 3 ſome of them were 
engaged in ſchemes for enlarging their own dominions, and there- 
fore were unwilling to ſ upply others with thoſe troops for which they 
were themſelves projecting employment; and, perhaps, of ſome 
others it might reaſonably be doubted, whether they would not betray | 
the cauſe which they ſhould be retained to ſupport, and whether they 
would not in ſecret wiſh the depreſſion of the Queen of 1 
by means of thoſe invaders whom they promiſed to reſiſt. 

Sir, amidſt all theſe conſiderations, which there was not time com- 
pieatly to adjuſt, it was neceſſary to turn their eyes upon ſome power 
to which none of theſe objections could be made; and therefore they 


; 85 


5 immediately fixed upon the Electorate of Ha as ſubject to the 

4 ſame Monarch, and which, therefore, the troops might be properly E 
2 conſidered as our national allies, whoſe intereſt and inclinations muſt : 

UC 


bo be the ſame with our own, and whoſe fidelity might be warranted by 
; our own Sovereign. | 
Tt was no ſmall 1 that the contract for theſe troops could 
5 be made without the delay of tedious negotiations; that they were 
he ready to march upon the firſt notice, and that they had been Jang 
learned in the exacteſt diſcipline. 
i, The concurrence of all theſe circumſtances, ality determined our 4:5 al 
fort miniſters i in their choice, and the troops were ordered to join the 
5 Britons 4 in the low countries; a ſtep which ſo much alarmed the 
French, that they no longer endeavoured to. puſh forward' their con- { 
queſts, nor appeared to entertain any other deſign than that of de- 1 
| wa ä and returning in ſafety to their own country. „ 
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Such was the conduct of our miniſtry, duch 3 Lane ag 


and ſuch has been their ſucceſs; nor do I doubt but” ds Foley; 


upon the moſt rigorous examination, find reaſon to approve eth 
their integrity and prudence. Of their integrity they could give no 
greater proof, than their confidence of the agreement of this Houſe 
to meaſures which, though conformable in general to our reſolu- 
tions, were not particularly communicated to us; becaufe, indeed, it 
eould not be done without loſs of time, which it was neeeſſary to 


improve with the utmoſt diligence, and a diſcovery of thofe deſigns, 


which ought only to be known by the enemy after they were exe- 


| cuted. Of their prudence, their ſucceſs is a ſufficient evidence ; and 
| therefore I cannot doubt but Gentlemen will give a ſanction to their 
conduct, by providing, according to the eſtimates before the Com- 


mittee, for the ſupport of en, which have ew found. of fo 
great uſe, 

Lord PowLETT roſe up next, bl 8 60 hs effect loving: 
Sir, The Honourable Gentleman has with ſo much clearneſs and 
elegance diſplayed the ſtate of Europe, explained. the neceſſity of 
hiring foreign troops, and ſhewed the reaſons for which the troops of 


. Hanover were preferred to thoſe of any other nation, that I believe 
it not to be of any uſe. to urge other arguments than — which he 


has produced. | 
As therefore it is indiſputably neceſſary to 1 troops, and none 


can be hired which, can be ſo ſafely truſted as thoſe of Hanover, I 


cannot but agree with the Right Honourable Gentleman, that this 


meaſure of his Majeſty ought to be ſupported. 

; Sir Joux ST. AUBYN then ſpoke as follows: —Sir, It is with the 
greateſt difficulties that I riſe up to give you this trouble, and parti- 
cularly after the Honourable Gentleman with whom I am fo very 


'. unequal to contend, But when my aſſent is required to a bee 


To big with miſchiefs, of ſo alarming. a nature to this country, aud 


g which I think, notwithſtanding | what the Honourable Gentleman 
| has moſt ingeniouſly ſaid, muſt determine from this very day, who 


deſerves the character and appellation of a Briton, I hope you will 
forgive me, if I take this laſt opportunity which perhaps I may ever 
have of ſpeaking with the freedom of a Briton in this Aſſembly. 

0 am not able to follow the Honourable Gentleman in any refine- 
ments of reaſon upon out foreign affairs; I have not ſubtilty enough 
to do it, nor is it in my way as a private an, Gentleman. But 

though 
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2 though. country . Gentlemen have not that ſagacity in buſineſs, and, 
| tor want. of proper lights being afforded us, the penetration of mi- 


| niſters, into. public affairs; yet give me leave to ſay, they have one 
Find of ſenſe which miniſters of ſtate ſeldom have, and at this time 


it is of fo acute a nature, that it muſt overthrow the arguments of 
the moſt refined adminiſtration; this is the ſenſe of feeling the 
univerſal diſtreſſes of their country, the utter incapacity it now lies 
under of ſuſtaining the heavy burdens that are impoſing upon it. 

This I take to be the firſt, the great object of this day's debate, 
Conſider well your ſtrength at home, before you entangle yourſelves 
abroad; for if you proceed without a ſufficient degree of that, your 
retreat will be certain and ſhameful, and may in the ent prove dan- 
gerous. Without this firſt, this neceſſary principle, whatever may 
be the machinations, the viſionary ſchemes of miniſters, whatever 
colourings they may heighten them with, to miſlead our imagina- 
tions, they will prove in the end for no other purpoſe, but to preci- 
pitate this nation, by empty captivating ſounds, into the private views 
and intrigues of ſome men, ſo low, perhaps, in reputation and au- 
thority, as to be abandoned to the deſperate neceſſity of founding 
their ill poſſeſſed precarious power upon the ruins of this country. 

Next to the conſideration of our inward domeſtic ſtrength, what 
foreign affiſtances have we to juſtify this meaſure ? Are we ſure of 
one poſitive active ally in the world? Nay, are not we morally cer- 
tain that our neareſt, moſt natural ally, diſavows the proceeding, and 
refuſes to co-operate with us? One need not be deep read in erer 
to underſtand, that when one ſtate ſeparates itſelf from another, to 
which it is naturally allied, it muſt be for this plain reaſon, that the 
intereſt is deſerted which is in common to them both. And it is an 
invariable rule in this country, a rule never to be departed from, 
that there can no cauſe exiſt in which we ought to engage on the 
continent, without the aid and aſſiſtance of that neighbouring fate, 
This is the teſt, the certain mark, by which I ſhall judge, that the 
intereſt of this country is not at preſent the object in purſuit. 1 

Is any man then wild enough to imagine, that the acceffion of 
ſixteen thouſand Hanoverian mercenaries will compenſate for the loſs 
of this natural ally? No; but it is faid that this indicates ſuch a 
firmneſs and reſolution within ourſelves, that it will induce them 
to come in. Sir, if they had any real proofs of our firmneſs 
and reſolution, that the intereſt of this country was to be 
purſued, I dare ay they would not long heſitate, But they look ' 
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with a jealous eye upon this meaſure, e : 
gument of your weakneſs, becauſe it is contrary! te de Sens and 


ſpirit of this country, and may therefore leſſen 1 in he 
affections of his people. ons 15800 
They have for ſome years paſt join upon a Britiſh parliamentias 
the corrupt engine of adminiſtration, to exhauſt the riches, and im- 
pair the ſtrength of this country. They have heard it talk loudly 


indeed of the Houſe of Auſtria, when it was in your power to have 


Taiſed her to that ſtate, in which ſhe was properly to be conſidered 

as the ſupport of the balance of Europe, if timid neutralities had not 
intervened, and our rave} Og had properly; IPRS; to her 
alliance, @, «/ 


They have lately 1 upon chis ah and. with che joy of | 


a natural ally they have done it, reſenting your injuries, bravely 
withſtanding the power, that you might reſtore the authority of 
your government, demanding conſtitutional ſecurities, appointing a 
| parliamentary Committee for inquiry and juſtice. Sir, they now 
ſee. that inquiry ſuppreſſed, and juſtice. diſappointed. In this ſitua- 
tion, vrhat expectations can we form of their acceſſion to us; talking 
bigly indeed of yindicating foreign rights, but ſo weak and {Mpotent 
at ee, as not to be able to recover our own privileges: 2, 

But this meaſure is ſaid to bg undertaken in a of the 
advice of parliament. — There has been great ſtreſs laid upon this 
It has been loudly proclaimed from the Throne, echoed back again 
from hence, and the whole nation is to be amuſed with an opinion, 


that upon this meaſure, the fate of the Houſe of Auſtria, the balance 


ang liberties of Europe, the ſalvation of this country, depend. 

But was this fatal meaſure the recommendation of parliament, or 
was it the offspring of ſome bold enterprizing miniſter, hatched in 
the interval of parliament, under the wings of prerogative ; daring 
to preſume upon the corruption of this Houſe, as the neceſſary means 

of his adminiſtration? The object indeed might be recommended, 
but if any wrong meaſure is undertaken to attain it, that meaſure 
ſurely ſhould be dropt; for it is equally culpable to purſue a good 

end by bad meaſures, as it is a bad end by thoſe that are honeſt. 
But as to the Addreſs, I wiſh Gentlemen would a little conſider 
the occaſion which produced it. Sir, it proceeded from the warmth 
ok expectation, the exultation of our hearts, immediately after, and 
with the ſame breath that you eſtabliſhed your Committee of In- 
Air; and it * no 1 conſtruction to ſay, that it carries this 
| 0 ROY 
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Butz 'Slej=IMimmſt own for my part, was the — 8 never lo 
cogent, Hanoverian auxiliaries are the laſt that I would vote into 
Britiſh”"pay; not upon the conſideration only, that we ought other- 
wiſe to expect their aſſiſtance, and that we ſhould rather make ſure 
of others that might be engaged againſt us; but from this melan- 
choly apprehenſion, that adminiſtrations will for ever have ſagacity 
enough to find out ſuch nen that we my find it difficult to 
get rid of them again. | 

Beſides, the Elector of Hanover, as Elector of een is. an 
arbitrary prince; his electoral army is the inſtrument of that power; 
as King of Great-Britain he is a reſtrained Monarch. And though 
I don't ſuſpect his Majeſty, and I dare ſay the hearts of the Britiſh 

ſoldiery are as yet free and untainted, yet I fear that too long-an in- 
tercourſe may beget a dangerous familiarity, and they may hereaftex 
become a joint denen under a oſs gracious prince, to . 
our liberties. 

His Majeſty, if wx was rightly cara. I dare fay a ſoon 
perceive the danger of the propofition which is now before you. 
But as he has every other virtue, he has undoubtedly a moſt paſ- 
ſionate love for his native country, a paſſion which a man of any 
ſenſation can hardly diveſt himſelf of; and, Sir, it is a paſſion the 
more eaſily to be flattered, becauſe it ariſes from virtue, I wiſh 
that thoſe who have the honour to be of his councils, would imitate. 
his royal example, and ſhew a paſſion for. their native country too; 
that they would faithfully ſtand forth and ſay, that, as King of this 
country, whatever intereſts may interfere with it, this country is to 
be bis firſt, bis principal care; that in the act of ſettlement this is 
an expreſs conditipn. But what fluggiſh ſenſations, what foul hearts 
mult thoſe men have, who, inſtead of conducting his Majeſty's right - 
principles, addreſs themſelves to his paſſions, and miſguide his pre- 
judices? making a voluntary overture of the rights and privileges of. 
their country, to obtain 8 and lecuce themſelves in power z 
miſconſtruing that as a ſecondary conſideration, which in their own 
baum they kneoran be the firs, Mz T tu, 

Sir, we have already loſt. many of thoſe benefits and reſtrictions 
| which were obtained for us by the revolution, and the act of ſettle- 
ment. For God's lake, let us proceed no farther. But if we are 
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this is to become the flattering meaſure of cry bee e 
lügratton,— this country is undone . 
Mr. BLADE then roſe up, and ſpoke to the following Pürpork 
Sir, If zeal were any ſecurity againſt error, I ſhould not willingly 
oppoſe the Honourable Gentleman who has now declared his ſenti- 
ments; and declared them with ſuch ardour, as can hardly be pro- 
duced but by ſincerity; and of whom therefore it cannot be doubted, 
that he has delivered his real opinion; that he fears from the meaſures 


which he cenſures, very great calamities ; that he thinks the public 


tranquillity in danger; and believes that his duty to his country 
obliged him to ſpeak on this occaſion with unuſual vehemence. 

But I am top well acquainted with his candor to imagine, that he 
expects his aſſertions to be any farther regarded than they convince ; | 
or that he defires to debar others from the fame freedom of reaſon 
Which he has himſelf uſed. I ſhall therefore proceed to examine | 
his opinion, and to 1 85. 5 reaſons by which I am e to | 
differ from him. 0 ä 
"The arguments upon  wigch he has chiefly "inlifted, are wa 2 
of hiring the troops of Hanoyer in any circumſtances, and the im- 
propriety of hiring them now apron _ Apes Fd of 

the Sengt. | 


E "The danger 'of taking into our pay hs ſores of Slates the 


 Eontrariety of this conduct to the act of ſettlement, and the in- ; 
fraction of our natural privileges, and the violation of our liberties a 
Which is threatened by it, have been aſſerted in very ſtrong terms, 6 
but I think not proved with proportionate force; for we have heard 1 


no regular deduction of conſequences by which this danger might 
be ſhewn, nor have been informed, how the engagement of ſixteen 
thouſand Hanoverians to ſerve us againſt France for the enſuing 
year, can be conſidered as more deſtructive 46s our Orig _ of 
uy other forces. 

It is indeed inſinuated, that this candy will furniſh a dange | 
precedent of preference granted to Hanover above other nations ; and 
that this preference may gradually be advanced, till in time Hanover : 
may by a ſervile miniſtry be preferred to Britain itſelf, and that there- 
fore all ſuch partiality ought to be cruſhed in the on ene _ its 
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intereſt of Hanover to that of Britain would be 
fegree' criminal in a Britiſh miniſtry, I believe no 
man in this Houſe will go about to deny; but if no better proof can 
E that ſuch preference is intended than the contract which 
we are now deſired to ratify, it may be with reaſon hoped, that ſuch 
atrocious treachery i is yet at a great diſtance ; for how does the hire of 
Hanoverian troops ſhew any preference of Hanover to Britain ? 

The troops of Hanover are not hired by the miniſtry as braver or 


more ſkilful than thoſe of our own country; they are not hired to 


command or to inſtru, but to affiſt us; nor can I diſcover, ſup- 
poſing it poſſible - to have raiſed with equal expedition the fame 
number of forces in our own country, how the miniſtry can be 
charged with Ry the ne by ne them to _ | 
and fatigue. 
But if it be confeſſed, f Git ſuch ae would not poſſibly be 
| raiſed, or, at leaſt, not poſſibly diſciplined with the expedition that 
| the Queen of Hungary required, it will be found, that the Hano= 
verians were at moſt not preferred to our own nation but to other 
foreigners, and for ſuch preference reaſons have- been already given 
which I ſhall eſteem coneluſive, till I hear them confuted. 6 
. The other objection on which the Hon. Gentleman thought it 
proper to inſiſt, was the neglect of demanding from the Senate a pre- 
vious approbation of the contract which is now before us; a neglect, 
ö in his opinion, ſo criminal, that the miniſtry. cannot be acquitted of 
) arbitrary government, of ſquandering the public money by their own 
; caprice, and of nen. to? n wu WR youu of So- 
| vernment. - x: 
: But the "_ of this enormous ufurpation has not t yet INES pro- 
: WW duced; for it does not yet appear, that there was time to communi- 
F cate their defigns to the Senate, or that they would not have been de- 
f feated by communication; and therefore it is yet not evident, but 
that when they are ene for not having laid their ſeheme before 
the Senate, they are condemned for omitting what was not poſſibly to 
be done, or what could not have been _— en minen their 
fraſt, and injuring their country. 

It is allowed, that the Senate had reſolved to "_ bs e of 
Hungary, and therefore nothing remained for the miniſters but to 
execute with their utmoſt addreſs the reſolution that had been formed; 
jf for the proſecution of this deſign they ſhozild be found to have 

oo ps 


: 8 * „ AT DES 
n PP n 4 "I ION 
4 3 N r e $5 Gi 2 Er ESE 
iT 98 R vo WH „ N 
5 


„ 3 


DEBATE 0 4m. 55 


erred in their choice of means, their miſtakesz PF Prog 4 
may juſtly. be ſuſpected, are to be imputed to the HD 
nature, and rather to be pitieds and relieved as misfortuprs;ithan | 
panes as crimes. e ee 
But I doubt not, that in che 9 of our deliberations, we ſhall 


find reaſon for concluding that they have acted not only with fidelity 
but prudence; that they have choſen the means by which the great 
end which the Senate propoſed, the ſuccour of the Queen of Hun- 


© _ gary, and conſequently the re-eſtabliſhment of the balance of power 


will be moſt eaſily attained, and that they have taken into the pay of 
this nation thoſe troops which may be truſted with the PR ecu 
rity, as they have the ſame Prince, and the ſame intereſt. 


But the Hon. Gentleman appears inclined to WS 2a new 


doctrine, and to inſinuate, that when any vote is paſſed by the Senate, 


the miniſters are to ſuppoſe ſome conditions which are to be obſerved, - 


though they were never mentioned, and without which the voice of 


the Senate is an empty ſound. In purſuance of this ſuppoſition, he 


calls upon us to recollect the time and gircumſtances in which this 
vote was paſſed; he reminds us, that the conceſſion was made in a 
ſudden exultation of our hearts, in the raptures of triumph, and amidſt, 
the ſhouts of conqueſt, when every man was forming expectations 


Which have never been nee and en ſchemes which could 


never be perfect. 
He ſeems e to think, that our ans e tack ad 

vantage of our intoxication, and betrayed us in a fit of thoughtleſs 
Jollity to a promiſe, which when made, we hardly underſtood, and 


which we may therefore now retract, - He concludes, that the con- 


ceſſion which might then eſcape us ought not to have been ſnatched 
by our miniſters, and made the foundation of their conduct, becauſe 
they knew it was made upon falſe ſuppoſitions, and in e of + a 
recompence that never would be granted. 

I hope there is io neceſſity for declaring, that chis mh cannot 
lafely be admitted, ſince if the vote of the Senate be not. a ſufficient 


_ warrant for any meaſure, no man can undertake the adminiſtration 


of our affairs, and that government which no man will venture to 
ſerve muſt be quickly at an end. 


For my part, I know not how 4” nation or 5 Sam hug 5 


z en, of any juſt expectations, nor can I conceive that any ſuch 


Sai Vacate their votes or annul their reſolutions, and thęre- | 


fore 
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e e the miniſtry ſufficiently juſtified, if they e can 


ſhewitliattheyhavernot'deviated from them. 


| nord QuaRtnDoN ſpoke next to the effect following: — Sir, 1 am 


ſo far from thinking that the paſt conduct or the preſent propoſals of 
the miniſtry deſerve approbation, that, in my opinion, all the argu- 
ments which have been produced in their favour are apparently fal- 
Jacious, and even the poſitions on which they are founded, and which 
are laid down as uncontrovertible, are generally falſe. 


It is firſt aſſerted, that we are indiſpenſably obliged to alli Fa 55 


Queen of Hungary againſt France, and to ſupport her in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the hereditary dominions of the Auſtrian Hduſe, and from a 
thence is precipitately inferred the neceſſity of aſſembling armies, and 
hiring mercenaries, of a our W and 1 new 
burthens upon the public. 

That we concurred with other powers in cakes to past che 
Pragmatic Sanction is not to be denied, nor do I intend to inſinuate, 


that the faith of treaties ought not ſtrictly to be kept; ; but we are not 


obliged to perform more than we promiſed, or take upon ourſelves 
the burthen which was to be ſupported by the united ſtrength of many 

potentates, and of which we only engaged to bear a certain part. 
We ought undoubtedly to furniſh the troops which we promiſed, and 
ought to have ſent them, when they were firſt demanded; but there is 
no neceſſity that we ſhould ſupply the deficiencies of every other : 
power, and that we ſhould determine to ſtand alone in defence of the 
Pragmatic Sanction; that we ſhould by romantic generoſity impoveriſh 


our country, and entail upon remoteſt poſterity poverty and taxes. 
We-'ought to be honeſt at all events, we are at liberty likewiſe to be 


generous at our own expence, but I think we have hardly a right to 
boaſt of our liberality, when we contract debts for the advantage of 
the Houſe of Auſtria, and leave n * be 1228 07 the ene ws 
frugality of ſucceeding ages. 

_ It is therefore at leaſt dubious, whether we MAG to ph more 
than we promiſed in defence of the Houſe of Auſtria.; and conſequently: 
the firſt propoſition of thoſe who have undertaken the defence of the 
miniſtry requires to be W. e before i it becomes the baſis 
of an argument. 

But though it be allowed, that we ah to exceed our Aiputations, 
and engage more deeply in this cauſe than we have promiſed, I cannot 
N. diſcover i _ what gs. it can be proved, that ſixteen thou- 
ſand 
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ſand Hanoverians 1 to be hired. Why w were. ; t out troop 
which have been ſo long maintained at home only for 9 p efon 
ſhow ? Why have they not at laſt been ſhewn the dg of "thoſe 
weapons which they have ſo long carried, and the advantages of that 
exerciſe which they have been taught to perform with fo much ad- 


dreſs ? Why have they not at length been ſhewn for what they had ſo 


long received their pay, and informed, that the duty 1 a ſoldier; is 
not wholly performed by ſtrutting at a review? | 


II it be urged, that ſo great a number could not be ent out of the 


| | kingdom without expoſing it to inſults and irruptions, let it be re- 


membered how ſmall a force was found ſufficient for the defence of 
the kingdom in the late war, when the French were maſters of 2 


fleet which diſputed for many years the empire of the ſea ; and it will 


appear, whether it ought to be imputed to prudence or to cowardice, 
that our miniſters cannot now think the nation ſafe without thrice the 
number, though our fleets cover the e * ſteer rom one watt 
to another without an enemy, _ 

But to ſhew more fully the Infultbloney: of the erstes which 
has been attempted, and prove, that no conceſſion will enable the 
| miniftry to defend their ſchemes, even this aſſertion ſhall be admitted. 
We will allow for the preſent, that it is neceſſary to garriſon an ifland 


with numerous forces againſt an enemy that has nofleet. I will grant, 


that invaders may be conveyed through the air, and that the formida- 
ble, the deteſtable Pretender may by ſome ſubterraneous paſſage 
enter this kingdom, and ftart on a ſudden into the Throne, Yet 


will not all this/liberality avail our miniſters, ſince it may be objected, 
that new forces might eaſily have been raiſed, and our own iſland 
have been at once defended; and the * of e . by | 


our native troops, 


Since the neceſſity of ene te is urged, it a waldi bien 


quired, what it was that appeared ſo immediately neceſſary, or what 


has been brought to paſs by this wonderful expedition? Was it ne- 


cCeeſſary to form an army to do nothing? Could not an expedition in 
Which nothing was performed, in which nothing was attempted, have 
been delayed for a ſhort time, and might not the Queen of Hungary 


have been preſerved equally, whether the Rope: of her allies he and 


fattened in her country or their own ? 


Nothing ſurely can be more andes bs be 1 upon hr 


neceſſity of raiſing with expedition an uſeleſs body of forces, which 


has 
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8 een . to the country in which i it has been ſtationed, 
2nd. for ien pay is now demanded, though they have neither ſeen 
| 3 fiege 1 nor. battle 3 though they have made no attempt themſelves, 
nor hindered any that might have been made by the enemy, - 
To make this plea yet more contemptible, we are informed, that if 
we had raiſed an army of our countrymen, they would have been un- 
acquainted with arms and diſcipline, and therefore they could not 
| have done what has been done by theſe far-famed Hanoverians. This 
indeed I cannot underſtand, having never found, that the Britons / 
needed any documents or.rules to enable them to eat and drink at the 
expence of others, to baſk in the ſun, or to loiter in the ſtreet, or 
perform any of the wonders that may be aſcribed to our new auxili- 
aries; and therefore I cannot but think, that all the actions of the 
four months for which thoſe forces expect to be paid; might have 
been brought to paſs by new' raiſed Britons, who might in the mean 
time bave learned their exerciſe, and have been made equal n | 
other ſoldiers that had never ſeen a battle. | 
But if foreign troops were neceſſary, I am n il at 3 to find out 
why thoſe of Hanover were choſen, fince it appears to me, that by 
hiring out his troops to Britain, our monarch only weakens one hand 
to ſtrengthen the other. It might be expected, that he ſhould have - 
IS theſe troops againſt France without hire, ſince he is not 
leſs obliged, either by treaty or policy, to protect the Houſe of Auſtria 
as elector of Hanover, than as King of Britain. | 
Since therefore the troops of Hanover were hired, without the 
conſent of the Senate, they have hitherto performed nothing; and 
Lnce it is reaſonable to expect, that without being paid by Britain they 
will be employed againſt the French, I think it expedient to diſcharge | 
them from our ſervice, and to delay the pay which is required for the 
laſt four months, till it ſhall appear how they have deſerved t. 
Mr. Fox then roſe. and ſpoke to the following eee | 
s Though the obſervations of the Right Hon. Gendeman muſt he 
3 allowed to be ingenious, and though the eloquence with which he 
* has delivered them, naturally excites attention and regard, yet Lam 
4 obliged to declare, that I. have received rather pleaſure than con- 
a viction from his oratory; and mat while I applaud his imagination and 
his ben. 1 cannot but conclude, 1 N n een, in 


E 
Nn 


254 


falſe, or detect the fallacy of every argument which 3ppears 0 me 
ſophiſtical, but ſhall leave to others the pro ines cf Hie dn the 
neceſſity « of engaging in the war on the continent, of employing a 
large force for the preſervation of the Houſe of Auſtria, and of form- 
ing that army with the utmoſt expedition, and of taking auxiliaries 
into our pay, and confine myſelf to this ſingſe queſtion, whether, 
ſuppoſing auxiliaries Er it was not e to hire the wo 
of Hanover ? 

Nothing can be, in my opinion, more apparent, le that if the 
neceſſity of hiring troops be allowed, which ſurely cannot be queſ- 
tioned, the troops of Hanover are to be choſen before any other, and 


that the miniſtry conſulted in their reſolutions the real intereſt 4d, their 


country, as well as that of our ally. | 
The great argument which has in all ages been uſed 1 mer- 

cenary troops, is the ſuſpicion which may juſtly be entertained of their 
fidelity. Mercenaries, it-is obſerved, fight only for pay, without any 
affection for the maſter whom they ſerve, without any zeal for the 
cauſe which they eſpouſe, and without any proſpe& of advantage 
from ſucceſs, more than empty praiſes, or the plunder of the field, 
and therefore have no motives to incite them againſt danger, nor 
any hopes to ſupport them in fatigues; that they can loſe nothing by 
flight, but plunder, nor by treachery, but honour; and that there- 
fore ſhey have nothing to throw into the balance againſt the love of 
life, or the temptations of a bribe, and will never be able to ſtand 
againſt men that fight for their native country under the command of 

Generals whom they eſteem and love, and whom they cannot deſert 
or diſobey, without pF ee to en exile, or to 

5 capital puniſnment. 
Theſe arguments have he been of great force, and bee 
chat nation whoſe defence has been entruſted to foreigners, has always 
been thought in danger of ruin. Yet there have been conjunctures 


in which almoſt every ſtate has been obliged to rely upon mercenaries, 
and in compliance with immediate neeeſſity, to depend upon the 


| _ of thoſe who had no particular intereſt in ſupporting them. 
But with much greater reaſon may we truſt the ſucceſs of the preſent 
war, in ſome. degree, to the troops of Hanover, as they are perhaps 
2 oy "es forces n which te W already 1 recited 
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wok „ foreigners, indeed; as they are bots 1 in. 


* governed by laws different from ours; but theß 
ieee of the ſame prince, and therefore naturally fignt under 


5 me command; they have the ſame intereſt with ourſelves in the 0 


preſent conteſt, they have the ſame hopes and the ſame fears, they 


recommend themſetves equally to their Sovereign by their bravery, f 


and can neither diſeover cowardice nor treachery, without fuffering 
all the puniſhment that can be feared by our native troops, ſince their 
conduct muſt be cenſured by the ſame prince, of whoſe approbation 
they are equally ambitious, and of whoſe gps they are equally 
afraid. 

As to the troops which any neutral prince might furniſh, dere | 
would be reaſon to fear, that either for larger pay, or upon any caſual | 
diſpute that might ariſe, they might be withdrawn from our ſervice 
when they were moſt needed, or transferred to the enemy at a time 
when his diſtreſs might compel him to offer high terms, and when 
therefore there was a near proſpect of an advantageous peace. But 
of the troops of Hanover no ſuch ſuſpicion can be formed, ſince they 
cannot engage againſt us without rebelling againſt their prince; for 
it cannot be imagined, that his Majeſty will fight on one fide as 
Elector of Hanover, and on the other as King of Britain; or that he 
will obſtru& the ſucceſs of his own arms, by e Gy of 
Hanover to the enemies of this kingdom. 


It therefore appears very evident, that we have more to hop ad 


| leſs to fear from the troops of Hanover, than irom any other; ſirice 


they have the fame reaſon with ourſelves to deſire the ſucceſs of the 
Queen of Hungary, and to dread the increaſing greatneſs of the 
French; and that they can be ſuſpected neither of treachery nor de- 
ſertion. It. is not very conſiſtent with that candour with which every 
man ought to diſpute on public affairs, to cenſure thoſe meaſures 
which have been propoſed, without propoſing 'others that are more 
eligible; for it is the duty of every man to promote the buſineſs of 
the public; nor do I know why he that employs his ſagacity only 
to obſtruct it, ſhould i imagine, chat he is of 1 82 in the a 
council. 92 
doubt not but I al hear many alice PS the uſe of theſe 

troops, and that upon this queſtion, virulence and ridicule will be 


| equally employed. But for my part, I ſhall be little affected either 
| with the laughter that may be raiſed by ſome, or the indignation that 


may 
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may be expreſſed by others, but ſhall vote for Mi 885 n of - 
theſe meaſures till better ſhall be propoſed ; and al f 
troops ought to be retained, unleſs it can be ſhewn, that any" olliers 
may be had, who may be leſs dangerous, or of greater its OO” ” 
Mr. Piri then roſe up, and ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows Str, 
= if the Honourable Gentleman determines to abandon his preſent 
ſentiments as ſoon as any better meaſures are propoſed, I cannot but. 
believe, that the miniſtry will very quickly be deprived of one of their 
ableſt defenders; for I think the meaſures which have hitherto been 
purſued ſo weak and pernicious, that ſcarcely any alteration can 2 be 
propoſed, that will not be for the advantage of the nation. ? 

He has already been informed, that there was no neceſſity of hiring 
en troops, ſince it does not yet appear, that either juſtice or 
policy required us to engage in the quarrels of the continent, that 

there was any need of forming an army in the Low Countries, or 
ttat, in order to form an army, auxiliaries were neceſſary. 

But not to dwell upon diſputable queſtions, I think it may be juſtly 
concluded, that the meaſures of our miniſtry have been ill concerted, 

becauſe it is undoubtedly wrong to ſquander the public money without 
effect, and to pay armies nde. ale to our bend ang hy 

. our enemies. 

1 The troops of Hanover, FAG we are Ur e! to pay, 
marched into the Low Countries; indeed, and ſtill remain in the 
ſame place; they marched to the place moſt diſtant from enemies, 
leaſt in danger of an attack, and moſt ſtrongly fortified, if any attack 
had been deſigned ; nor have any claim to be paid, but that they 
leſt their own, country for a place of greater ſecurity, _ / 

It is always reaſonable to judge of the future by the paſt; and ore. 
fore it is reaſonable to conclude, that the ſervices. of: theſe troops 
will not, next year, be of equal importance with that for, which they 
ate now to be paid; and I ſhall not be ſurprized, though the oppo- 
nents of the miniſtry ſhould be challenged, after ſuch another glorious 
campaign, to propoſe better men, and ſhould. be told, that the money 
- of. this nation es be more properly. employes: cg: * iet 
Hanoverians to eat and er. 
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* and that more uſeful troops may be retained; and that there- 
fore the Honourable Gentleman may, be expected to quit thoſe to 
how. he. now . * Hey, za i Mis the forces of 

| Hanover, 
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The adyocates for the miniſtry have. on this onplen affeied 0 


ſpeak: of the. balance. of power, che Pragmatic SanQion,. and the 


preſervation of the Queen of Hungary, not only as if they-were'to 


be the chief care of Britain , which, though eaſily. controvertible, 


might perhaps, in compliance with long prejudices, be admitted, but 
as if they were to be the care of Britain alone; as if the power of 
France were formidable to ao other people, as if no other part of the 
world would be injured by becoming a province to an univerſal 
monarchy, and being ſubjected to an arbitrary government of a 
French deputy, by being drained of its inhabitants, only to extend 


the conqueſts of its maſters, and to make other nations equally miſe- 


rable, and by being oppreſſed: with exorbitant taxes, levied by military 
executions, and employed only in ſupporting the ſtate of its oppreſſors. 
They dwell upon the importance of public faith, and the neceſſity of 


an exact obſervation of treaties; as if the Pragmatic Sanction had 
deen ſigned by no other potentate than the King of Britain, or as if 


the public faith were to be obligatory to us only. S1 bans 
That we ſhould inviolably obſerve our treaties, and obſerve ah, 
thoveh every other nation ſhould diſregard them; that we ſhould 
ſhew an example of fidelity to mankind, and ſtand fem, though we 
mould ſtand alone in the practice. of virtue, I ſhall. readily allow: 
and therefore I am far from, adviſing that we ſhould recede from our 
ſtipulations, whatever we may ſuffer by performing them, or neglect 
the ſupport of the Pragmatic Sanction, however we may be at pre- 
ſent embarraſſed, or however inconvenient it may be to aſſert ĩt· 
But ſurely for the ſame reaſon that we obſerve our own ſtipula- 


tions, we ought to ineite other powers likewiſe to the obſervation of 


tbeirs ; at leaſt not contribute to hinder. it. But how is qur preſent 
conduct agreeable to theſe principles? The Pragmatic Sanction was 


confirmed not only by the King of Britain, but by the Elector like- 
mant Hanover he is cherefore equally obliged, if treaties conſti- 


to deſend the Houſe of Auſtria againſt. the attacks of 


any foreign. power, and to ſend in 2825 een * ee to the 
e en fair pdt ages 
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+ --Whether theſe troops have been ſent, thoſe Whole Hh 5 
dem to ſome knowledge of foreign affairs, can Mfoftt We 0d 
with more certainty than I; but ſinee we have not heard the mth. 
tioned in this debate, and have found by experience” that none of the 
"merits of that electorate are paſſed over in filence, it may, I think, 

fairly be concluded, that the diſtreſſes of the illuſtrious Queen of 
Hungary nave yet received no alleviation from her alliance with Ha- 
naover, that her complaints have moved no e ape at chat court, 

| "or the juſtice of her cauſe obtained any regard. WE ND 
To what can we impute this negligence of s this Aiſregard 

of juſtice, this defect of compaſſion, but to the pernicious counſels 

of thoſe men who have adviſed his Majeſty to hire to Britain thoſe 

- troops which he ſhould have employed in the affiſtance of the Queen 

of Hungary; for it is not to be imagined, that his Majeſty has more 

ot leſs regard to juſtice as King of Britain, than as Elector of Ha- 
nover; or that he would not have ſent his proportion of troops to the 
Auſtrian army, had not the een of n g un, in- 

de en laid before him. FO 

Wi But this is not all that may be een this ene for can 

we imagine, that the power of France is leſs, or that her dekigns are 
leſs formidable to Hanover than to Britain; nor is it leſs neceſſary for 
the ſecurity of Hanover, that the Houſe of Auſtria ſhould be re- | 
eſtabliſhed in its former grandeur, and enabled to ſupport the eee l 

or Europe againſt the bold attempts for univerſal monarchy n 
If therefore our aſſiſtance be an act of honeſty, and EA in 
cortſvqiietes of treaties, why may it not equally be required of Ha- 
--nover? And if it be an act of genetoſity, why ſhoiild this nation 
alone be obliged to ſacrifice her own intereſt to that of others? Or 5 
why ſhould ihe Om of- Hanover exert nnen ane =o f 
2 0 Britain? 15 5 een e 0G 13 
It is now to | apparent; thay bun 88 this peach; this ARE et 
debe kingdom, is conſidered only as a province to a deſpicable fi 
electorate; and that in conſequencè of a ſcheme formed long ago, tt 
55 and invariably purſued, theſe troops are hired only to drain this un- er 
| © happy nation of i its money. That they have hitherto been of no uſe fa 
dere Britain, or to Auſtria, is evident beyond controverſy; and there- fa, 
fore it is plain, that they are retained only for the purpoſes of Hanover. 0b 
How much reaſon the tranſactions of almoſt every year e WI 
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5 eee doubt not but, moſt, of thoſe who fit 
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| * a great number of inſtances, from the 
— — part. of the Swediſh dominions, to the contract which we 
ate no called upon to ratify. I hope few have forgotten the memo- 


rable ſtipulation for the Heſſian troops, for the forces of the Duke of 


Wolfenbuttel, which we were ſcarcely to march beyond the verge of 
their own,country, or the ever memorable treaty, of which the ten- 
dency is. diſcovered in the name; the treaty by which we diſunited 
_ ourſelves, from Auſtria, deſtroyed that building which we may per- 
haps now endeavour, without ſucceſs, to raiſe again, and weakened 
the only power which it was our, intereſt to ſtrengthen, - - - + | 
To dwell upon all the inſtances of partiality wbich hang. been 
ſhewn, 'to remark the yearly viſits that have been made to that de- 
lightful country, to reckon up all the ſums that have been ſpent to 
aggrandize and enrich it, would be at once invidious and tireſome; 
tireſome. to thoſe who are afraid to hear the truth, and to thoſe who 
are unwilling to mention facts diſhonourable or injurious. to their 
country; nor ſhall I dwell any longer on this unpleaſing ſubject than 
to expreſs my hopes, that we ſhall not any longer ſuffer ourſelves to 
be deceived and oppreſſed; that we ſhall at length perform the duty of 
the repreſentatives of the people, and by refuſing to ratify this con- 
tract, ſhew, that however the intereſt of Hanover has <a preferred 
by the miniſters, the Senate pays no regard but to that of Britain. 
Mx. Horace WALPOLE then {poke to the following purpoſe :— 
Sir, Though I have long conſidered the mercenary ſcribblers of diſ- 
affection as the diſgrace of the kingdom and the peſt of ſociety, IM 


1 was never ſo fully ſenſible of their pernicious. influence. 


I have hitherto imagined, that the weekly journaliſts and 5 
ſional. pamphleteers were the, oracles only of the loweſt of the people 3. 
and that all thoſe whom their birth or fortune has exalted above the 


crowd, and introduced to a more extenſive. converſation,. had .con- 


ſidered them as; wretches compelled to write by want, and obliged 
therefore to write what will moſt engage attention, by flattering the 
envy or the malignity of mankind; and who therefore propagate 
falſhoods themſelves, not becauſe they believe them, and diſſeminate 
faction, not becauſe they are of any party, but becauſe they are either 
obliged to gratify thoſe that employ them, or to amuſe the public 
With novelties, or diſturb i it with alarms, chat their works. w 
paſs unregarded, and their labour be ſpe nt in vain. 3 
8 2 | — 


© This is my opinion of the party writers, and dis 1 imagine. che 


, pea 


opimion of the reſt of mankind, who had the ſame"opportunities. of 


information with myſelf: nor ſhould I readily have believed, that any 


of their performances could have produced greater effects than thoſe 
of inflaming the loweſt claſſes of the people, and inciting drunkards 


_ to inſult their ſuperiors, had I not perceived, that the Honourable | 


Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, owed his opinions of the partiality ſhewn 
to the dominions of Hanover, to a late treatiſe which has, on oe- 


caſion of this Oy been very induſtriouſly diſperſed among the 


| people. 


Of this deteſtable a I know not the author; nor think he 


Geſerves that any enquiry ſhould be made after him, except by a pro- 
clamation that may ſet a price upon his head, and offer the fame re- 
ward for difcovering him, as is given for the conviction of wretches 
leſs criminal: nor can I think the lenity of the government eaſily to 
be diſtinguiſhed from ſupineneſs and negligence, while libels like this 
ate diſperſed openly in the ſtreets, and fold in ſhops without fear and 
without danger, while ſedition is profeſſedly promoted, and treaſon, 
or ſentiments very b 80 n 7250 treaſon, prapagnend with- 
| -out diſguiſe. 

Tube ſcribbler of this wicked treatiſe has endeavoured to SEO 
the principles of his Majeſty's faithful ſubjects, not only by vilifying 
the memory of the late King, whoſe juſtice, humanity, and integrity, 
are generally reverenced, but by inſinuating likewiſe, that our preſent 
moſt gracious Sovereign has adopted the fame ſchemes, and en- 
deavours to aggrandize Hanover at the expence of Britain; that all 
the meaſures that have been taken with regard to the affairs of the 
continent, have been contrived with no other view than that of ad- 
vancing the intereſt, enlarging the bounds, and inereaſing the riches 

of the Hanoverian territories; he deelares, that Britain has been 
: ſteered dy the rudder of Hanover, and that the nation will ſoon be 
divided into two more oppoſite and irreconcileable parties, than ever 
 petdiſturbed the public peace, Britons and Hanoverians. 
That he himſelf, whoever he be, longs for thoſe times of diviſion 
and confuſion, may be eaſily believed, and the number of thoſe who 
have the ſame wiſhes with himfelf, is, I fear, too great; but I believe 
"their hopes will not be encouraged, nor their deſigns promoted in 
this Houſe; and that” none hd thoſe WhO are nere to eee 
* HA ö 1 - thai 
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Mr. Nuo then ſpoke to . elfect Rk" | = not for 


what reaſon the Honourable Gentleman has thought it convenient 


to retard the deliberations of this Houſe, by expatiating upon the 
falſhood and malignity of a pamphlet, of which the authar is un · 
known, of which no man has attempted thevindication, and which, 
however diligently diſperſed, or however generally. credited, appears 
to have had no great influence upon the nation, nor to have pro- 
duced any effects that might give juſt occaſion to ſo tragical an outery, 
to cenſures as vehement and bitter, as if the trumpet of rebellion had 
been ſounded, as if half the people had taken arms againſt their .go- 


vernors, as if the commonwealth was on the brink of e ang | 


armies were in full march again the metropolis, __ | 

This ne wit. ts wit of the. aragtes | ns nd 
2 1 am far from thinking, that the cenſure of that Hongurabls 
Gentleman can make a defence neceſſary, ſince indeed. he has con- 
tented himſelf with invective inſtead of argument, and whatever he 


may diſapprove, has confuted nothing: and though I have no parti- 


cular reaſon for expoſing myſelf as the champion for. this. author, 
whoever he may be, yet I cannot forbear to affirm, that I read. ſome 
paſſages with eonviction, and that, in my opinion, they require a 
different anſwer from thoſe which have been yet offered; and that 
the impreflions which have been made upon the people, will not ho 
effaced by clamour and rage, and turbulence and menaces, which 


can affect only the perſon of the writer, but muſt leave his reaſons 


in their full force, and even with regard to his perſon, will have very 
little effect; for though ſome men in power may be offended, it will 
bot be eaſy to quote any law that has been broken by him. 85 

On this occaſion I cannot but animadvert, I hope with the ſame 
an from the Houſe, as has been obtained by the Honourable 
Gentleman whom I am now following, upon an expreſſion in fre- 
quent uſe among the followers of a Court, whenever. their meaſures 
are cenſured with ſpirit and with juſtice. The papers which they 


cannot confute, and which they have not yet been able to obtain the 


power of ſuppreſſing, are aſſerded to border upon treaſon; and the 

authors are threatened with ae won they have nothing | to 

fear _— A wy” | | Ps 
e | Treaſon 
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"Treaſon is happily defined by our laws, and en 
may know when he is about to commit it, and avoid the d nger of 
puniſhment, by avoiding the act which will 'expoſe him to it; but 
with regard to the Borders of treaſon, I believe no man will yet pre- | 
tend to ſay how far they extend, or how ſoon, or with how little 
intention he may tread upon them. Unhappy would be the man 
who ſhould be puniſhed for bordering upon guilt, of which thoſe fatal 
borders are to be dilated at pleaſure by his judges. The law has 
. bitherto ſuppoſed every man, who is not guilty,” to be innocent; but 
now we find that there is a kind of medium in which a man may be 
in danger without guilt, and that in order to ſecurity, a new degree 
of-caution is e 5 hae not pe yas er. the borders 
of rrimes are to be avoided. 1 4 5 
What improvements may be made upon this new ſyſtem; 15 far 
the borders of *treafon” may reach, or what pains and penalties are 
deſigned- for the Yordbrers, no degree of human ſagacity can enable 
us to foreſee. Perhaps the borders of royalty may become ſacred, as 
| as well as the borders of treaſon criminal ; and as every placeman, 
| penſioner, and miniſter, may be ſaid to border on the Court, a kind of 
fanctity may be communicated to his character, and he that ere | 
or oppoſes him, may border upon treaſon. : | 
To diſmiſs'this expreſſion with the contempt Wich it Aer yet 
not without the reflections which it naturally excites, I ſhall only 
obſerve, that all extenſion, of the power of the Crown muſt be dan- | ; 
t 


gerous to us; and chat whoever endeavours to find out new modes 
of guilt, is to be looked on, not as a LP ee ws a bad 
OS. AE ah 0 
Eri dd l. en that the Salt . TI Al P 
is unintelligible and indeterminate, F ſhall venture to mention ſome 
of the aſſertions which have heated the Gentleman into ſo much a 
fury. Aſſertions which I cannot be ſuppoſed to favour, ſince I wiſh d 
they might be falſe, and which I only produce in this place to give 01 
* ſome, whom their ſtations make acquainted with | pa 8 
opportunity of confuting them. | Pa 
It ĩs aſſerted, that the French appear to have N al our arma- nm 
ments with" contempt, and to have purſued all their ſchemes with i e 
the fame confidence as if they had no other enemy to fear than the fer 
forces of Auſtria; this is indeed no pleaſing obſervation, nor can it 


be ſuppoſed to ou ſatisfaction to any Briton, to find the on rae thi 


of 
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. and of our arms fo. much diminiſhed, ts find the 


— n Chen lately gave laws to Europe, ſcarcely admitted to friend- 
ſhip, or thought worthy of oppoſition in enmity, to hear that thoſe 
troops, which, in the days of our former Monarchs, ſhook the 
thrones of the continent, are paſſed by, without fear, and without 


regard, by armies marching againſt their allies, theſe allies in whoſe 


_ cauſe, they formerly fought in the field. But the truth of the aſſertion 


is too plain to all the nations of the world; and thoſe whoſe intereſt 
it may be to. conceal from their countrymen what is known to all 
the continent, may rage, indeed, and threaten, but they cannot deny 
it; for what enterprize have we hitherto either prevented or re- 
tarded? What could we have done on one ſide, or ſuffered on the 
other, if we had been ſtruck out from exiſtence, which has not been 
ſuffered, or not done, though our armies have been reviewed on the 
continent, and, to make yet a better ſhow, nd out by, a line 
of ſixteen thouſand of the troops of Hanover... . 
It is aſſerted. in the ſame treatiſe, that the troops of eos can- 
not act againſt the King, and that therefore they are an uſeleſs bur- 
then to the State, that they compoſe an army of which no otlier 
effect will be found but that they eat, and eat at the expence of Bri- 
tain. This aſſertion is indeed ſomewhat more conteſtable than the 
former, but is at leaſt credible; ſince if we may be permitted on 


this, as on other occaſions, to judge of the future from the paſt, we 
may conclude, that thoſe who have let paſs ſuch opportunities as 


their enemies have in the height of contempt and ſecurity preſented 
to them, will hardly ever repair the effects of their conduct, by their 
bravery or activity i in another. campaign; but that they will take the 
pay of Britain, and, while they fatten in plenty, and unaccuſtomed 
affluence, look with great tranquillity upon the diſtreſſes of Auſtria, 
and, in their indolence of gluttony, ſtand idle ſpectators of that 
deluge, by which, if i it be ſuffered to roll on without oppolifion, their : 
own halcyon territories muſt at laſt be ſwallowed up. 

Tbe laſt aſſertion which 1 ſhall. extract from this formidable 
pamphlet, is more worthy of attention than the former, but perhaps 
may: be ſuſpected to border more nearly upon treaſon : I ſhall how- 
ever venture to. que, and, what * ſtill more dangerous to de- 
fend i J 

It ĩs propoſed an inſtead; of i in this time of. Pe 
the expences oſ the public, upon troops of e is at beſt doubt - 

8 4 . ful, 
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ful; wiiecher: they: will be of any uſe to che — An 
whether they can legally engage againſt the King, and whsther they 
would be of any great uſe, though they were ſet free from any other 
reſtraints than regard to their own ſafety: inſtead of amuſing our 
Aly with an empty ſhow of aſſiſtance, of mocking her calamities 
with-unefficacious friendſhip, and of expoſing ourſelves to the ridi- 
cule of our enemies, by idle armaments without hoſtility, by armies 
only to be reviewed, and fleets only to be yiftualled, we ſhould 
remit the ſums required for the payment of the Hanoverians to the 
Queen ef Hungary, by whom we know that it will be applied to the 
great purpoſes for which the Senate granted it, the eſtabliſhment of 
the liberties of Europe, and the repreflion of the Houſe of Bourbon. 

This propoſal, however contrary to the opinion of the miniſters, 
| 1 take the liberty of recommending to the conſideration of the 
Houſe, as, in my opinion, the moſt effectual method of preſerving the 
remains of the greatneſs of the Houſe of Auſtria. It is well known, 
that theſe troops are hired at a rate which they never expected before, 
tat levy money is paid for forces levied before the commencement 
of the bargain, that they are paid for acting a long time before they 
began to march, and that, finee they appeared to conſider themfelves 
as engaged in the quarrel, their march has been their whole per- 
formance, a march not againſt the enemy, but from him; a march 
in which there was nothing to fear, nor any thing to encounter; 
and therefore I think it cannot be "090, rag the ane ny 

. have been better em "arts 

| The ſame ſum remitted to the Queen of TTY will enable her 
to hire a much greater number of troops out of her own domi- 
nions, troops of whoſe courage ſhe can have no doubt, and whoſe 
fidelity will be ſtrengthened by common intereſt and natural affec- 
tion; troops that will fight like men, defending their wives and their 
ehildren, and who will therefore bear fatigue with patience, and face 
danger with reſolution, who will oppoſe the French as their natural 
| enemies, and think death more eligible than defeat. 

Tus ſhall we affert the rights of mankind, and ſupport the faith 
of treaties, oppoſe the oppreſſors of the world, and reftore our an- 
cient allies to their former greatneſs, without exhauſting our own. 
country; for it is not impoſſible, that by the proper uſe 50 this ſum, 
the Queen may obtain ſuch advantages in one campaign, as may in- 
cline-the French to deſert the Ws and content eee 50e 
| el 2 tne 
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ble” poſſeſſion of their own territories ; for it is to be re- | 


membered, that they are now fighting only for a remote intereſt, 


and that they will not hazard much; a firm reſiſtance will eaſily in- 
eline them to wait for ſome more favourable opportunity, and there 
will be then leiſure for forming our meaſures in ſuch a ne that 
another opportunity may never he offered them” © 

But of the preſent ſcheme, what effect can be expected but FOO 
miny and ſhame, diſgrace abroad, and beggary at home? To this 
expence what limits can be ſet? When is there to be an end of 

paying troops who are not to march againſt our enemies? as they 
will at all times be of equal uſe, there- will be at all times the fame 
reaſon for employing them, nor can there ever be er er leſs need 
of idle troops, than in a time of war. | 

I am. therefore afraid, that in a ſhort time the Hanoverians may 
conſider Britain as a tributary province, upon which they have a 
right to impoſe the maintenance of ſixteen thouſand men, who are 
to be employed only for the defence of their own country, though . 
ſupported at the expence of this. I am afraid that we ſhall be taught 
to imagine, that the appearance of the Hanoverians is neceflary in 
our own country, perhaps to check the inſolence of the ſons of free- 
dom, who without fear border upon treaſon. I am afraid, that his 
Majeſty or his ſucceſſor may be adviſed by ſycophants and flaves to 


truft the guard of his perſon to the truſty ee be und REFINE = | 


to place no confidence in the natives of Britain. 
For my part, I think it a very wiſe precept by which we are di- 


rected to obviate evils in the beginning; and therefore ſince, in my 


opinion, the influence of Hanover muſt be deſtructive to the royal 
family, and detrimental to thoſe kingdoms, I ſhall endeavour to 


obviate it by voting againſt any proviſion for theſe uſeleſs merce- 


naries, and declaring that I ſhall more willingly N the Public 
money to any troops than thoſe of Hanover. | 
Lord PErxc1var ſpoke next as follows: Sir, I look upon the queſ- 
tion now under your conſideration, to vary very little in reality from that 
which was debated here the' firſt day of this ſefion, The principal 
point in the debate of that day, was the fame with that which is 
more regularty the debate of this, Whether the Hanoverian farces 
ſhould be taken into Britiſh pay? | 
Sir, I ſhould then have offered my ſentiments upon this queſtion, 
if ſo . other Gentleman had not ä my ſenſe in ſo much 
a better 
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a better manner than I thought myſelf ae vai | 
have appeared a great preſumption in me, and would;hays. given the | 
Houſe an unneceſſary trouble. The ſame reaſon had induced me to 

have been ſilent alſo upon this occaſion, if the temper of the times, 
the little indulgence ſhewn by Gentlemen to one another, when they 
happen to differ in political opinions, and the popular circumſtance 

in which I ſtand, did not in ſome ſort oblige me to protect the vote 

5 1 then gave, and that which I now intend, to B's by the reaſons 

that induce me to give it. 

Sir, there are three vitae dare ations þ in wee pie" mig firſt, 
Whether we are to aſſiſt the Houſe, of Auſtria and balance of power 
at all, ay or no? Then whether we ought to do it with our whole 
force ? And laſtly, Whether the Hanoverian troops ſhould. be made a 
part of. that farce? .. +... + tes 1s 2551 

As to the firſt conſideration, a a new. 1 has 3 kau 3 
| tabs for ſome months paſt, 'that it is of no importance, to. this 
nation what. may happen on the, continent; that this country being 
an iſland intrenched within its own natural boundaries, it may ſtand 
ſecure and unconcerned i in all the ſtorms of the reſt of the world. 
This doctrine, inconſiſtent as it is with all ſenſe and reaſon, con- 
trary as it is to the univerſal principles of policy by which this na- 
tion hath been governed from the conqueſt to this hour, is yet 
openly. profeſſed and avowed, by many without theſe walls; and 
though no man has yet ventured to own this opinion publicly and 
directly in this Houſe, yet ſome Gentlemen even here in effect 
maintain it, when they argue, that in no caſe this nation ought to 
aſſiſt or ſupport the balance of power without the concurrence of the 
Dutch. This tends inevitably to produce the ſame fatal effect; it 
reduces this country to depend upon Holland, to be a province to 
Holland; and France would then have na, more to do to become 
miſtreſs of Europe, than to gain over one ſingle town of the 
United 1 or to corrupt a few members of the States; it is 
therefore a doctrine of the greateſt danger. The only ſolid maxim 
is, that whoever becomes maſter of the continent, muſt, in the end 
obtain the dominion of the ſea... Lo confirm this, I may venture to 
Cite an old example, nor can 1 be accuſed of pedantry in doing of 
it, ſince it is an inſtance drawn from the laſt univerſal monarchy to 
which the world ſubmitted. The Romans had no ſooner divided, 
ehen and ſubdued, dba powers upon the gantident of Europe, wha. 
9 1 5 . . had 
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| nie koch EBySthon in the great attempt they had long intended, 


than the attacked the Carthaginians, a maritime power, potent in 
arms, immenſely opulent, poſſeſſed of the trade of the whole world, 
and unrivalled miſtreſs of the ſea. Vet theſe people, who enjoyed 

no wealth, purſued no commerce, and at the commencement of their 
quarrel were not maſters of a ſingle ſhip, at length prevailed againſt 
this enemy upon their proper element, beat and deſtroyed their fleets, 
invaded their dominions, and ſubdued their empire. From whence, 
Sir, I muſt conclude, that we cannot wholly rely upon our ſituation, 
or depend ſolely on our naval power; and I may venture to reaſon _ 
upon this axiom, that this nation muſt contribute to fupport the 8 8 0 


| 15 Auſtria and the balance of power' in ſome degree. 


The next queſtion that occurs, is, in what degree we * to do 
it? and whether we ſhould do it with our whole force ? Taking, 
therefore, our footing here upon this axiom, that we muſt contri- 
bute to it in ſome degree, and taking farther to our aid the rea- 
ſoning of thoſe Gentlemen, who think it a work of ſuch extreme 
danger, and almoſt deſperate, the natural and evident concluſion can 
be only this, that as we muff do it, ſo we muſt do it with the utms off i 
* and with our whole force. | | 

We eome now to conſider, whether the Hane t troops ſhould 


be made part of that force? There are ſeveral conſiderations previous 


to the deciſion of this queſtion. Firſt, whether they are at cheap as 
any other forces we can hire? Then whether they are as good? Next 
whether they are as properly ſituated? And whether they are as much 
to be depended upon? If as to every one of theſe particulars the anſwer 
muſt be made in the affirmative, 1 think it will go un. fas: to de- | 
termine the queſtion now before you, | 

As to the firſt, that they are as cheap, nay, upon the whey mach 
cheaper, the eſtimates now upon your e e e wa 
cavil, do ſufficiently demonſtrate.  ' | 

That they are as good, what man can doubt, which knows the 4 | 
rater of the German nation? What man can doubt, who knows 


the attention of his Majeſty to military diſcipline? Thoſe Gentle- 
men can leaſt pretend to doubt it, who ſometimes do not ſpare re- 
flections upon that attention whichthey inſinuate to be too great. 


That theſe troops are not properly ſituated, will be hardly aſ- 


| dead at this time, when they are actually now in F landers, and now 
acting in ME. with our troops. Let any man conſider che 
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ſrl any troops in Puget | e bn 
It remains in the laſt place to examine, Gs othes: roofs 


ai be better depended upun; and ſure nothing can be more obvious 


than that we may rely with more ſecurity on theſe than any other. 
They are ſubjects of the ſame prince, and of a prince indulgent to 
all his ſubjects, and accuſed by thoſe who differ in other points 
from me, of being partial againſt the intereſt of his German domi- 


nions. Unleſs, therefore, we arraign the firſt principle upon which 


a free government can be ſupported, and without which every exer- 
eiſe of arbitrary power would be warranted, we muſt allow that 
ſuch a people will be faithful to ſuch a prince, will defend him with a 
ſtrict fidelity, and ſupport his quarrel with the utmoſt zeal ; with a 
zeal which can never be eee from the ge 125 of = 
other foreign power. 
This naturally leads us to enquire wie aides troops we can FR 
pend upon ; the anſwer to this enquiry is ſhort and poſitive ; that as 
affairs now ſtand abroad, we can depend upon none but theſe; let 
us carry this conſideration with us in a ſurvey of all Europe; Shall 
we take into our pay 16,000 of the Dutch? Would this be the means 
of bringing Holland into alliance with us? Would they act at their 
own expence, would they exert their own proper force ? Would they 
pay their own troops in aid of the common cauſe, when they found 
this nation ready to do it for them? They would a& like madmen 
if they did. Shall we hire Danes? Is there a Gentleman in this 
Houſe, who is not convinced that this power has been warped, for 
ſome time paſt, towards the intereſt of France? When we hired 
. theſe troops in the laſt inſtance, did they not deceive us? Did they 
not even refuſe to march? [Nay farther, are they not in all appearance 
now upon the point of being employed in a quarrel of their own? 
2 quarrel in which they will have need of all their force. Shall 4be 
then hire Saxons? An Honourable Gentleman ſeemed to think that 


there may be ſome poſlibility of this, and perhaps there may hereafter, 


-when' the King of Pruſſia's views are known, and the part he ſhall 
reſolve to act; but Saxony i is certainly now too much expoſed to, 
and cannot fail to be alarmed at his growing power, at the great 


en | augmentz- 
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A of his armies, and the ſecret and vaſt defigns which 


he {oving-t0: :meditate, This meafure, therefore; is not practicable | 


in the preſent/ conjunRure ; that electorate cannot hazard its om 
ſecurity in theſe precarious circumſtances, by lending out ſo great a 
body of its troops. Would Gentlemen adviſe the hire of Pruſſian 
troops to ſerve us in this conjunfture? They who do adviſe it, muſt 
forget ſtrangely the part ſo lately acted by that prince, and the variety 


of his conduct with regard to his different allies within the ſpace of 


the two laſt years, I ſhall guard myſelf in my expreſſions, and 
maintain a proper reſpect in diſcourſing of ſo great a character; but 
I muſt ſay thus much, that the miniſtry would act with great impru- 
dence, to put the ſafety of the Britiſh troops, and to riſque the fate 
of this army, upon the event of ſuch a meaſure. I need not fay 
more; for it is not yet proved to us, that this princg would (J wiſh 
there was no reaſon to believe he would not) lend us this body of 
his men, though we ſhould be diſpoſed to take them into pay. The. 
Swiſs cantons, therefore, now alone remain; and indeed from them we 
probably might procure a greater number; but I leave it to the 
ju t of any man of ſenſe and candour, whether any miniſter of 
this nation could warrant the employment of 16,000-Swiſs in this 
ſervice? For when we reflect upon the ſituation of theſæ provinces, 
and compare it with that of our Britiſh troops who are now in Flan- 
ders, it is viſible that they muſt paſs 400 miles upon the borders of 
the Rhine, flanked by the ſtrong places of France, during their whole 
march; expoſed. to the garriſons and armies. upon that frontier, by _ 
whom it can never be ſuppoſed that they would be ſufferedito paſs 
unmoleſted, when France muſt fo well know the intention of their 


march to be for no other end, but to make a conjunction with other 


troops in the Britiſh pay, in order afterwards to invade, or at leaſt to 
e ee views of that kingdom with their united force. 

Fneſe reaſons, Sir, prove invincibly to me; that if we are to aſliſt 
the Houſe of Auftria by an Peak we muſt of prudence, nay. of ne- 
ys in part, compoſe that army of the Hanoverian troops. 

But yet there is another ſtate of this queſtion, an amen 6 5 
which ſome gentlemen ſeem very fond; Mqpether it would wm better | 


to a the Queen of. Hungary with money enn? | ba 


This opinion at firſt fight is extremely plauſible; if ns of 5 
Hungary has been able to do ſo much with an aid of 500, 00 what _ 


N able to do with a million more ? Bir, a million mote, 


would 
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would and means anſwer in the ſame proportion N MNhenHA cis 
given her, which with the beſt cxconomy can — 
troops in motion, when the enemy is at her very gates, her-alljat an 
immediate ſtake, there can be no room for a miſapplication of it. 
— z ſum ſo immenſe as that of a million and a half, would: dazzle 
© the eyes of a court fo little uſed to ſee ſuch ſums ; and as an Ho- 
en Gentlemen ¶ Mr. Horace Walpole] long verſed in foreign 
affairs, and well acquainted with theſe matters, told you in a former 
debate, would be much of it ſquandered among the Auſtrian miniſters 
and favourites. I make no ſeruple to add to this, that ſome ſmall 
paart might fall to the ſhare of miniſters elſe where. But there is ano- 
ter danger which Gentlemen who contend for this meaſure do not 
conſider: can they who profeſs a diſtruſt of all miniſters, and par- 
ticularly thoſe 8 are now employed at home; z they who have-ever 
argued againſt all votes of credit upon this principle, that it affords 
an opportunity to miniſters of defrauding the ſervice, and of putting 
large ſums into the purſe of the crown, or into their private pockets; 
can they now argue for this meaſure, which I may be bold to ſay, 
would be in effect the moſt enormous vote of credit that was eyer 
given in the world? Gentlemen inſinuate, that the taking the Hano- 
verian forces into Britiſh pay, is a eriminal complaiſance, calculated 
only to confirm an infant and a tottering adminiſtration. But how 
much greater means for ſuch a purpoſe, would an alternative like this 
afford? Suppoſe a miniſter, unfirm in his new acquired power, to 
ingratiate himſelf with his prince, ſhould - propoſe. a ſcheme to re- 
- pleniſh the coffers of an exhauſted civil liſt, ſquandered in ſuch vile 
purpoſes, that no man could have the hardineſs to come to Parlia- 
ment, or dare to hope a ſupply for it by any regular application to 
this Houſe? What method could be deviſed by ſuch a miniſter him- 
ſelf, to do the job more excellent than this? For who can doubt 
that (guard it how you will) the Queen of Hungary might be in- 
duced, in the condition in which ſhe now ſtands, to accept a million, 
and to give a receipt in full for the whole ſum? How could you pre- 
vent an underſtanding of this kind between two courts 2. and how 
; eaſy, therefore, might it be to fink 500,0001. out of ſo. vaſt a grant ? 
Sir, I will ſuſpe& no miniſter, but I will truſt none in this degree; 
and I wonder other Gentlemen do not ſuſpect, if Ido, not. From 
hence, therefore, I conſider this as a propoſition both fallacious and 
RG: for tough it-be a fact, that, the ne HP of money. might 
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riaztouble the number” of troops; yet, if no more | 


2 — — be applied (as I have ſheeyn great reaſon 


ts belle ve that would not) to the uſes of the war, it is evident, that 
you would deceive yourſelves, and would have but an equal number 
1 raw, irregular, undiſciplined, and much worſe troops for it. 
But, Sir, there is yet a ſtronger argument againſt the ſoppiy in 
money only. What are our views in ſupporting the Queen « of Hun- 
gary? Our views are ' general and particular; general, to ſave the 
Houſe of Auſtria, and to preſerve a balance of power; particular, to 
prevent the French from making any further acquiſitions on this fide 
of Flanders. The firſt might poffibly be anſwered in a good degree, 
bye giving that Princeſs an equivalent in money; but the ſecond can- 
not be ſecurely provided againſt, without an army on this fide of 


Europe in the Britiſh pay. Sir, is it not natural for every one of us 


to guard our vital parts, rather than our more remote members? 
Would not the Queen of Hungary (ſtipulate and condition with her 
as you pleaſe) apply the greateſt part of theſe ſubfidies in defence of 
her dominions' in the heart of Germany? Might it not even induce 
her to enlarge her views, and to think of- conqueſts and equivalents 
for what ſhe has already loſt, which it might be vain and ruinous for 
us to ſupport her in? Would ſhe not leave Flanders to ſhift for itſelf, 
or {till ta be taken care of by the Dutch and Britain? In ſuch a caſe, 
if France ſhould find it no longer poſſible to make any impreſſion on 
her territories on the German ſide, what muſt we expect to be the 
conſequence? I thinł it very viſible ſne would on a ſudden quit her 
. expenſive and deſtructive projects on that quarter, and there only 


carry on a defenſive war, while ſhe fell with the gfeater part of her 


force at once upon the Low Countries, which would by this meaſure 
+be wholly unprovided; and ſhe might there acquire in one campaign, 
before any poſſibility of making head againſt her, (which the Dutch 
would hardly attempt, and could certainly not alone be able to effect) 


all chat ſhe has been endeavouring for the laſt century to obtain, and 


what no union of powers could be ever capable of regaining from her. 
All this will be effectually prevented by an army paid by us on this 
ſide of Europe; an army ready to march to the borders of her coun- 

try, and to intereept her ſuccours and ſupplies for the German war; 
an army, ready to protect the petty ſtates, whoſe intereſt and bes- 
tion it apparently muſt be to declare for us, and to join their forces 
ene, when they no longer fear —— power of France; an army, 
which 
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which may poſibly give courage and ſpirit! tub] | 


- have formerly experienced) whether they could even et :Hiepend-itÞon 
us 3 an army, (if the poſture of affairs ſhould make it neceſſary) able 
to cauſe a powerful diverſion to the F rench forces, by an attack upon 
Lorrain and Champagne, and ſtill within diſtance to return upon 
its ſtops in time, to prevent the French from carrying any point of 
conſequence in Flanders, ſhould they then attempt it. 5 
One argument more, I beg leave to mention, and it is of great 
weight. Admit that the ſums raiſed upon the ſubject might be greater 
in the one caſe than the other, the ſums remitted out of the kingdom 
would be infinitely leſs. Whatever is remitted to the Queen of 
Hungary, is buried in the remoteſt parts of Germany, and can-never 
return to us; whereas in a war carried on by troops in our on pay 
on this fide, by much the greater part of the expence returns to us 
again in part by the pay of officers, by the ſupply of proviſions and 
neceſlaries in a country exhauſted by armies, ammunition, ordnance, 
horſes, clothing, accoutrements, and a multitude. of other articles, 
which I need not enumerate, becauſe experience, which is the ſoundeſt 
reaſoner, fully proved it in the example of the laſt war, at the con- 
cluſion of which, notwithſtanding the prodigious ſums expended in 
it, this nation felt no ſenſible effect from a nee 5 its cur- 
rent ſpecie. 
Sir, I was a to have cate avika more 3 to thi fub- 
ject, but my diſcourſe has already been drawn to a greater length 
than I imagined, in treating upon the argument thus far. I ſhall, 
therefore, avoid troubling you any farther upon it at this time; I 
-ſþall only obſerve, that in my humble opinion, it is ſufficiently proved, 
prſt, that we muſt aſſiſt the Houſe of Auſtria, and that we muſt-do.if 
with all our force; next, that we cannot do it with money only, but 
in part with a land army, and that this land army cannot be conveni- 
1 ently. (I may fay poſſibly) compoſed at this time, without the Hario- 
verian troops. This queſtion therefore can, I think, be no longer 
- debated, but upon the foot of popular prejudices and infinuations of 
an improper connection of Hanoverian and Britiſh intereſts ;\ but as 


could not enter into this ſubject without concern and indignation, 


and as it is a very delicate point for me in particular to debate upon, 


I ſhall leave this part of the queition to other Gemlemen, who can 
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may ſtill doubt, without theſe vigorous — 
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wich leſs ieee and n more N 0 


| dere form to do. 


To which Mr. GroRCE GRENVILLE mk in ſubſtance !— 


Sit Though I am far from thinking myſelf able to produce, without 


ſtudy or premeditation, a complete anſwer to the Elaborate and 
artful harangue which you have now heard, yet as I cannot be con- 
vinced of the reaſonableneſs of the meaſures which have been defended 
with ſo much ſubtilty, I ſhall at leaſt endeavour to ſhew, that my 
difapprobation is not merely the effect of obſtinacy, and that J have 
at leaſt conſidered the propoſals of the miniſtcy, before * have ventured 


to condemn them. > 


Whether we ought to think ourſelves rdliferfably ol ged to main- 
tain, at all events, the balance of power on the continent, to maintain 


it without allies, to maintain it againſt a combination of almoſt all 


Europe, I ſhall not now enquire; J will ſuppoſe it for once our duty 
to ſtruggle with impoſſibility, and not only to ſupport the Mouſe of 
Auftria when it is attacked, but to raiſe it when it is fallen; fallen 
by our own negligence, and oppreſſed with the weight of all the ſur- 
rounding powers; and ſhall therefore at preſent only enquire, by 


what means we may afford that aſſiſtance with moſt benefit to our 


allies, and leaſt danger to ourſelves. 
With regard to our ally, that aſſiſtance will be e at 
advantageous to her, by which her ſtrength will be moſt increaſed, 
and therefore it may perhaps be more uſeful to her to find her money 
than troops; but if we muſt ſupply her with troops, I doubt not but 


it will readily appear, that we may eaſily find troops which Nee be 


of more uſe and leſs expence than thoſe of Hanover. 

It has been obſerved, with regard to the convenient ſituation of 
thoſe troops, that it cannot now be denied, ſince they are acting in 
Flanders in conjunction with the Britiſh forces. This is an aſſertion 
to which, though it was uttered with an air of victorious confidence, 
though it was produced as an inſuperable argument, by which all 
thoſe who intended oppoſition were to be reduced to ſilence and de- 
ſpair, many objections may be made, which it will n another 
harangue equally elaborate to remove. e ee 

That the troops of Hanover are now acting in conjunction with 
the Britons, I know not how any man can affirm, unleſs he has re- 
ceived intelligence by ſome airy meſſengers, or has ſome ſympathetic 
communication with them not indulged to the reſt of mankind.. 

Var, . | 1 None 
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None of the accounts which have been brought hi ther 142 the affairs 
of the continent have yet informed us of any action; or teneney to 
action; the Hanoverians have indeed been reviewed in"confutidtion 
with our forces, but have hitherto not acted; nor have the armies 
yet cemented the alliance by any common e or ſhewn yet that 
they are friends otherwiſe than by ſleeping and e er by 
eating at the expence of the ſame nation. 

Nor am I at preſent inclined to grant, that either army is ſituated 
where it may be of moſt uſe to the Queen of Hungary; for they 
now loiter in a country which no enemy threatens, and in which 
nothing therefore can be feared; a country very remote from the ſeat 
of war, and which will probably be laſt attacked. If the aſſiſtance 
of the Queen of Hungary had been deſigned, there appears no reaſon 
why the Hanoverians ſhould have marched thither, or why this im- 
portant conjunction ſhould have been formed, ſince they might, in 

much leſs time, and with leſs expence, have joined the Auſtriane, 
and perhaps have enabled them to defeat the deſigns of the French, 


and cut off the retreat of the army which was ſent to the relief of 


Prague. But this march, though it would have been leſs tedious, 
would have been more dangerous, and would not have been very 
conſiſtent with the deſigns of thoſe who are more deſirous of re- 
ceiving wages than of deſerving them; nor is it likely, that thoſe 
© who required levy money for troops already levied, and who de- 
manded, that they ſhould be paid a long time before they began to 
march, would hurry them to action, or endeavour to put a period 

to ſo gainful a trade as that of ring ne We pe are not to be 
expoſed. 

This conduct, 1 viſibly abſurd, I am very far from | im- 
puting either to cowardice or ignorance; for there is reaſon to 
ſuſpect, that they marched into Flanders only becauſe they could not 
appear in any other place as the allies of the Queen of e 
vithout expoſing their Sovereign to the imperial interdict. 

It is therefore not only certain, that theſe troops, theſe boaſted and 
important troops, have not yet been of any uſe; but probable that 
no uſe is intended for them, and that the ſole view of thoſe who have 
introduced them into our ſervice, is to pay their court vy ah 
Honover with the ſpoils of Britain. 

That this is in reality their intention, appears biz the eſtimates 
1 to which an appeal has been ſo confidently made, but which, if they 
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| #% compared. with A contract made for the troops of the ſame nation 


in n the last War, will ſhew how much their price has riſen fince their 
Sovereign was exalted to this throne ; though I cannot find any proof, 
that their reputation has increaſed, nor can diſcover from their actions 
in Flanders any reaſon to believe, that their ſervices will be greater. 

It is now to little purpoſe to enquire, whether there are any. other 
troops that could have been more properly employed, ſince it is cer- 


tain, that, whatever may be the general character, or the late conduct 


of other nations, it is the intereſt of Britain to employ rather any | 
troops than theſe, as any evil is rather to be choſen than animoſities 
between our Sovereign and our fellow-ſubjeQs ; and ſuch animoſities 
muſt inevitably ariſe from this deteſtable preference of the Soy of 
Hanover. 

[The queſtion was carried by 67, the Ayes being 2603 Noes 193; 
This affair was again debated with vehemence upon the report on 
Monday, December 1 3, 1742, upon a queſtion, whether the levy 
money ſhould ſtand part of the general queſtion, which was carried 
by 53, Ayes 230, Noes 177. ] 


HOUSE or LORDS. 
ey I, 1749-3 
The Si Gf the day for taking into e the FILES Bflimates of 


the Charge of the Forces in the Pay of Great- Britain was read, upon 
which Lord STANHOPE roſe up, and Spoke i in ſubſtance as follows : 


My Lords, I have always underſtood, that the peculiar happineſs 
of the Britiſh nation conſiſts m this, -that nothing of importance can 
be undertaken by the government, without the conſent of the people 
as repreſented by the other Houſe, and that of your Lordſhips, whoſe 

large poſſeſſions, and the merits either of your anceſtors or yourſelves, 


have given you the privilege of voting in your own right in national 
conſultations. 
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ters, or ambitious princes; are in e ee too N = ” ada of | 
explanation, and too well known i in this great Aſſembly, by whoſe 
anceſtors they were originally obtained, and preſerved at the frequent 
hazard of life and fortune, for me to imagine, that I can make them 
either more eſteemed or better underſtood. | 

My intention, my Lords, is not to teach others the regard which 
the conſtitution of our government, or the happineſs of the nation 
demands from them, but to ſhew how much I regard them myſelf, 
by endeavouring to preferve and defend them at a time when I think 
them invaded and endangered. 
Upon the examination of the eſtimates now before us, I cannot but 
think it neceſſary, my Lords, that every man who values liberty, 
ſhould exert that ſpirit by which it was at firſt eſtabliſhed ; that every 
man ſhould rouſe from his ſecurity, and awaken all his vigilance and 
all his zeal, leſt the bold attempt that has been now made ſhould, if 
it be not vigorouſly repreſſed, be an encouragement to the more 
dangerous incroachments ; and leſt that fabrick of power ſhould be 
deſtroyed, which has been erected at ſuch expence and with ſuch la- 
bour; at which one generation has toiled after another, and of which 
the wiſdom of the moſt experienced and penetrating ſtateſmen have 
been employed to perfect its ſymmetry, and the induſtry of the moſt 

virtuous patriots to repair its decays. 

Tube firſt object which the eſtimates force upon our en is 
a numerous. body of foreign troops, for the levy and payment of 
which a very large ſum is demanded ; and demanded at a time, when 
the nation is to the laſt degree embarraſſed and oppreſſed, when it is 
engaged in a war with a powerful empire, and almoſt overwhelmed 
with the debts that were contracted in former confederacies ; when it 
is engaged in a war, not for the recovery of forgotten claims, or for 
the gratification of reſtleſs ambition, not for the conſumption of 
exuberant wealth, or for the diſcharge of ſuperfluous inhabitants ; but 


a war, in which the moſt important intereſts are ſet to hazard, and 


by which the freedom of navigation muſt be either eſtabliſhed or loſt; 

a war which muſt determine the ſovereignty of the ocean, the rights 
of commerce, and the ſtate of our colonies ; à war, in which we 
may indeed de victorious without any increaſe of our repiration ; ; 
2 | | but 
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e e gannot be deſeated without loſing all our influence 
upon foreign powers, and it ſubject to the inſolence of Fug | 
pringese. . 

When foreign troops are hind at a time like 1 it is 8 to 
expect that they have been procured by contracts uncommonly frugal; 
becauſe no nation can be ſuppoſed to be laviſh in a time of diftreſs. 
It is natural, my Lords, to expect that they ſhould be employed in 
expeditions of the utmoit importance; becauſe no trifling advantage 
ought to incite a people overburthened with taxes, to oppreſs them- 


ſelves with any new expence ; and it may be juſtly ſuppoſed, that theſe | 


troops were hired by the advice of the Senate; becauſe no miniſter 


can be ſuppoſed ſo hardened in defiance of his country, in contempt 
of the laws, and in diſregard of the public happineſs, as to dare to in- 
troduce foreigners into the public fervice, in proſecution of his own 
private ſchemes, or to rob the nation which he utes to ſerves 
that he may increaſe the wealth of another. | 
But upon conſideration of thts eſtimate, my 13 1 theſe ex- 
pectations, however reaſonable in themſelves, however conſiſtent 
with the declarations of the wiſeſt ſtateſmen, and the practice of 
former times, will be diſappointed ; for it will be found that the 
troops of which we are now to ratify the proviſions for their payment, 
are raiſed at an expence never known on the like occaſion before, 
when the nation was far more able to ſupport it; that they have yet 
been, employed in no expedition, that they have neither fought a 
battle, nor beſieged a town, nor undertaken ariy deſign, nor hindered 
any that has been formed by thoſe againſt whom they are pretended 
to have been raiſed ; that they have not yet drawn a ſword but at'a 
review, nor heard the report of fire-arms but upon a feſtival; that 
they have not yet ſeen an enemy, and that they are poſted where no 
enemy is likely to approach them. | 
But this, my Lords, is not the circumſtance. hich oughy; in my 
opinion, moſt ſtrongly to affect us; troops may be raiſed without 
being employed, and money expended without effect; but ſuch mea- 


' ſures, though they ought to be cenſured and rectified, may be borne 


without any extraordinary degree of indignation. While our conſti- 
tution remains; unviolated, temporary loſſes may be eaſily repaired," 
and accidental miſconduct ſpeedily retrieved ; but when the public 
rights are infringed, when the miniſtry aſſume the power of giving 


_ the; 9 of the people, it is chen neceſſary to exert an un- 
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common degree of vigour and reſentment; ; it is as neceſary:toigp 
the incroachments of lawleſs power, as to oppoſe the torrent of a 
deluge; which may be perhaps reſiſted at firſt, but from which, the 
country that is once overwhelmed. by it, cannot be recovered. 

Jo raiſe this ardour, my Lords, to excite this laudable reſentment, 
J believe it will be only neceſſary to obſerve, that thoſe troops were 
raiſed without the advice or the conſent of the Senate; that this new 
burthen has been laid upon the nation by the deſpotic will of the 
miniſters, and that the demands -made for their ſupport may be ſaid 
to be a tax laid upon the people, not by the Senate but by the Court. 
The motives upon which the miniſtry have acted on this occaſion | 
are, ſo far as they can be. diſcovered, and indeed, there appears very 
little care to conceal them, ſuch as no ſubject of this Crown ever 
dared to proceed upon before; they are-ſuch as the Act of Settlement, 
that act to which our Sovereign owes his title to this Throne, ought 
for ever to have excluded from Britiſh Councils. 
I ſhould proceed, my Lords, to explain this new method of im- 
poveriſhing our country, and endeavour to ſhow the principles from 
which it ariſes, and the end which it muſt promote. But ſome ſud- 
den indiſpoſition obliges me to contract my plan, and conclude much 
ſooner than I intended with moving, © That an humble Addreſs be 
preſented to his Majeſty, to beſeech and adviſe his Majeſty, that con- 
ſidering the exceſſive. and grievous expences, incurred by the. great 
number of foreign troops now in the pay of Great-Britain (expences 
ſo increaſed by the extraordinary. manner, as we apprehend, of 
making the eſtimates relating thereunto, and which do not appear to 
us, conducive to the end propoſed) his Majeſty will be graciouſly 
pleaſed, in compaſſion to his people loaded already with ſuch nu- 
merous and heavy taxes, ſuch large and growing debts, and greater 
annual expences than this nation, at anytime, ever before ſuſtained, 
to exonerate his ſubjects of the charge and burthen of thoſe mercena- 
Ties who were taken into our ſervice laſt yo, without the advice or 
conſent of Parliament. : 

Lord SANDWICH. ſpoke next in eee 5 motion to an fol- 
lawing effect: My Lords, Though i heard the noble Lord with ſo 
much pleaſure, that I could not but wiſh he had been able to deliver 
bis ſentiments more fully upon this important affair; yet I think the 
motion ſo reaſonable and juſt, that though he mids have ſet it yet 
more FO. the — of en though he might have pro- 
duced 


an 
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ducbd many arguments in defence of it, which perhaps will not occur 
to any other Lords ; yet I ſhall be able to juſtify it in ſuch a manner, 
as may ſecure the approbation of the unprejudiced and diſintereſted ; 
and therefore I riſe up to ſecond it with that confidence, which always 
ariſes from a conſciouſneſs of honeſt intentions, and ot an impartial 
enquiry after truth. 

The meaſures, my Lords, which have given 3 to this mo- 
tion, have been ſor ſome time the ſubject of my reflections; I have 
endeavoured to examine them in their full extent, to recollect the 
previous occurrences by which the miniſtry might have been in- 
fluenced to engage in them, and to diſcover the certain and the proba- 
ble conſequences which, they may either immediately, or more re- 
motely produce; I have laboured to collect from thoſe who are ſup- 
poſed to be moſt acquainted with the ſtate of Europe, and the ſcheme 
of Britiſh policy which is at preſent purſued, the arguments which 
can be offered in favour of theſe new engagements ; and have come 
pared them with the conduct of former ages upon the like occaſions ; 
but the reſult of all my ſearches into hiſtory, all my converſation with 
politicians of every party, and all my private meditations, has been 
only, that I am every hour confirmed by ſonie new evidence in the 
opinion which I had firſt formed ; and now imagined myſelf to know 
what Lat firſt believed, that we are entangled in a labyrinth of which 
no end is to be ſeen, and in which no certain path has yet been diſ- 
covered; that we are purſuing ſchemes which are in no degree neceſ- 
ſary to the proſperity of our country, by means which are apparently 
contrary to law, to policy, and to juſtice; and that we are involved 
in a foreign quarrel only to waſte that blood, and exhauſt that trea- 
ſure, which might be employed in recovering the rights of commerce, 
and regaining the dominion of the ſea. | l 

To proſecute the war againſt Spain with that vigour which intereſt 
and reſentment might be expected ta produce, to repreſs that inſo- 
lence by which our navigation has been confined, and to puniſh that 
rapacity by which our merchants have been plundered, and that 
cruelty by which our fellow- ſubjects have been enſlaved, tortured and 
murdered, had been an attempt in which every honeſt man would 
readily have concurred, and to which all thoſe who had ſenſe to 
diſcern their own intereſt, or virtue to prontote the public happineſs, 
would cheerfully have contibuted, however loaded with taxes, op- 

ws With * ſtanding army, and plundered wg the. vultures. of. a 
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court: nor is the ancient ſpirit of the Britiſh n ter 


. preſſed, but that when Spain had been ſubdued, when our rights: had 


been publicly acknowledged, our. lofles repaired, and our colonies 
ſecured ; when our ſhips had again failed in ſecurity, and our flag 


awed the ocean of America, we might then have extended our views, 


to foreign countries, might have aſſumed once more the guardianſhip 
of the liberties of Europe, have given law .to the powers of the 


continent, and ſuperintend the happineſs of mankind. But in the 


preſent ſituation of our affairs, when we have made war for years 
without advantage, while our moſt important rights are yet ſubject 


to the chance of battle, why we ſhould engage in the defence of | 


other princes more than our ſtipulations require, I am not able to 
diſcover ; nor can I-conceive what motive can incite us, after having 
ſuffered fo much from a weak enemy to irritate a ſtronger. 

To the meaſures which are now purſued, were there no other ar- 
guments to be alledged againſt them, I ſhould think it, my Lords, a 
ſufficient objection that they are unneceſſary, and that this is not a 
time for political experiments, or for wanton expences. I ſhould 

think, that the preſent diſtreſſes of the public ought to reſtrain yous 
Lordſhips from approving any ſteps by which our burthens may be 
made more heavy, burthens under which we are already ſinking, and 
which a peace of more than ee years has not contributed to 
lighten. 

But that they are unneceſſary, my Lords is the weakeſt alleghtion 
that can be offered; for they are ſuch as tend not only to obſtruct the 
advancement of more advantageous deſigns, but to bring upon us the 
heavieſt calamities ; they will not only hinder us from increaſing our 
ſtrength, - but will fink us to the greateſt degree of weakneſs; they 
will not only impoveriſh us for. the preſent, which may be ſometimes 
the effect of uſeful and beneficial deſigns, but may depreſs us below 
a poſſibility of eren, and reduce us to receive laws from ſome 
foreign power. 


This is, indeed, a dreadful TO EY but what other can ariſe 5 
us from a war with France, with the moſt wealthy empire of the 


univerſe, of which we were ſufficiently ſhe wn the ſtrength in the late 


war, by the reſiſtance which all the ſurrrounding nations found ic 


able to make againſt their united efforts, and which the debts that 
they then contracted, and the towns that were then deſtroyed, will 
not 2 ſuffer them to ww Of chis empire, my Lords, thus 


powerful, 
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R erniAbie, er the dominions are rs 
nor ſtheſtradu- impaĩred, nor the inhabitants diminiſhed. "The French 

armies are no leſs numerous than under their late mighty monarch, 
their territories are increaſed by new acquiſitions, their trade has long 
been promoted by the deſtruction of ours, and their wealth has been : 
by conſequence increaſed. They have not, my Lords, like this un- 
happy nation, been exhauſted by temporary expedients and uſeleſs 
armaments; they have not haraſſed their merchants to aggrandiſe 
the Court, nor thrown away the opportunities which this interval of 
quiet has afforded them, in the ſtruggles of faction; they have not 
been multiplying officers to betray the people, -and taxing the people 
to ſupport their oppreſſors; but have with equal. policy, diligence, 
and ſucceſs, recovered the loſſes which they then ſuſtained, and 
enabled themſelves to make another ſtand TO a en con- 
federacy. 

Againſt this empire, my a are we now to be e in a 
war, without trade, and without money, loaded with debts, and ha- 
raſſed with exactions; for what conſequences can be expected ſrom 
ſending our troops into the frontier towns, but that the French will 
charge us with beginning hoſtilities, and declare war againſt us, or 
attack us without a declaration; and that we ſhall be obliged to ſtand 
alone againſt the whole power of the Houſe of Bourbon, While all 
our ancient allies ſtand at a diſtance ſpiritleſs and intimidated, or per- 
haps ſecretly incite our enemies againſt u, in hopes of ſharing our 
plunder, or of riſing on our ruin. 

I know it has been alledged, and alledged with ſuch a ; dentin. of 
confidence, as it is reaſonable to hope nothing could produce but a 
conciouſneſs of truth, that the Dutch have already conſented to aſſiſt 
us; nor is it without regret, that I find myſelf obliged to declare, 
that this aſſertion is nothing more than one of thoſe tranſient viſions 
with which it has been for a long time the cuſtom of Britiſh miniſters 
to delude the people, to pacify their clamours, and lull them in 
ſecurity ; one of thoſe artifices from which. nothing more is expected 
than that it ſhall operate upon the nation, till the circumſtances of 
our affairs furniſh out another, which is likewiſe, in a ſhort time to 
be exploded to make way. for new falſhoods in a perpetual 7 
ſucceſſion. ws 4; 1+ Mt a 

Such, my Lende in is the art of 3 aer 5 the: won- 
derful ſagacity of modern ſtateſmen 3 3 who have found out, that it is 
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eaſier to palliate than to cure; and that the people thay b6-Quietsd 


by political ſoporifics, while diſeaſes are preying uponothem, while 
their ſtrength decays, and their vitals are conſumed. | 

That theſe falſhoods prevail upon mankind, and that 1 the diſ- 
every of one cheat, another equally groſs is patiently borne, cannot 
but raiſe the wonder of a man who views the world at a diſtance, 


and who has not opportunities of enquiring into the various motives 
of action or belief. Such an one would be inclined to think us a 
nation of fools, that muſt be tilled with rattles, or amuſed with 
baubles; and would readily conclude, that our miniſters were 
obliged to practiſe ſugh fallacies, becauſe they could not _ upon 
us by motives adapted to reaſonable beings. Y 

But if we reflect, my Lords, upon the different ecincigler upon 
which reports like theſe are propagated and oppoſed, it will eaſily be 
diſcovered that their ſucceſs is not to be imputed either to ſuperior 
art on one ſide, or uncommon weakneſs on the other. It is well 
known that they are promoted by men hired for that purpoſe with 
large falaries, or beneficial employments, and that they can be 
oppoſed only from a deſire of detecting falſhood, and advancing the 
public happineſs: it is apparent that thoſe who invent,. thoſe who 


circulate, and perhaps part of thoſe who counterſeit belief of them, 


are incited by the proſpect of private advantage, and immediate 


profit ; and that thoſe who ſtop them in their career by contradiction - 


and objections, can propoſe no other benefit to themſelves, than that 
which they ſhall receive in common with every other member of the 


community ; and therefore whoever has ſufficiently obſerved man- 


kind, to diſcover the reaſon for which ſelf-intereſt bas in almoſt all 


ages prevailed over public fpirit, will be able to ſee why reports, like 


theſe are not always ſuppreſſed by ſeaſonable detections. 
A miniſter ought not to flatter himſelf that he has always 3 
thoſe who appear to credit his repreſentations ; their ſilence is not fo 
often the effect of credulity, as of cowardice or indolence. Many 
are overborne by the pomp of great offices, and others who diſtin- 
guiſh more elearly, and judge with greater freedom, are contented 
to enjoy their own refleQions, without e thoſe whom ahey 
deſpair to reform, * 5 8 | 
This report of the engagement of thi Dutch i in our. 8 
mall however furniſh our miniſters with no opportunity of boaſting 
their- Addreſs, nor ſhall it paſs any longer without contradiction 


for 


ry eee © . ae wy o A Ar RL OWN 


n 5 THE EY *. 283 


— 


fors-I;Qaall without any PTR affirm in the preſence al this auguſt 
Aſſembly, that the Dutch have hitherto appeared abſolutely neu- 
tral; chat they have not ſhe wn any approbation of our meaſures, nor 
any inclination to aſſiſt us in them. IJ know, my Lords, how diſ- 
agreeable this aſſertion may be to thoſe, whole intereſt it is that man- 
kind ſhould believe them of no leſs importance in the eyes of foreign 
powers than in their own, and ſhould imagine that the remoteſt 
nations of the world are influenced by their motions, and directed 
by their counſels ; but however they may reſent this declaration, I 
defy them to confute it, and now call upon them to ſhew that the 
Dutch have engaged in any meaſure for the ſupport of the . of 
Hungary. =” 


The late augmentation of twenty thouſand men, which may poſ- 


ſibly be mentioned as a proof of their intention, ſhews nothing but 


that they purſue their own intereſt with their uſual prudence and 
attention, and with ſuch as it is to be wiſhed that our miniſters 
would condeſcend to learn from them ; and that they are too wiſe to 
ſuffer the towns from which the Auſtrians have, by our perſuaſions, 
withdrawn their troops to fall into the hands of the French. They 
have therefore ſubſtituted new garriſons, but ſeem to have no Ng 
to the intereſt of the Queen of Hungary, nor any other view than 
that of providing for their own ſecurity, waiting the event of the | 
war, and laying hold of 7 Ws RO may eee be of- 
fered them. | 
It may be urged farther by thoſe who are / deſirous to deceive 
others, or willing to be deceived themſelves, that the province of 
Holland has paſſed a vote for aſſiſting the Queen of Hungary with 
twenty thouſand men; but if it be remembered, my Lords, that this 
muſt be the general act of the United States, and that every province 
has its own particular views to gratify, and its own intereſt to fe- 
concile with the general good, it may be very reaſonably ſuſpected, 
that this aſſiſtance is yet rather the object of hope than — $ 
it may juſtly be feared, that before ſo many various diſpoſitions will 
unite, and ſuch different ſchemes will be made conſiſtent, the Houſe 
of Auſtria may be examined, that our. forces may be deſtroyed, and 
Germany enſlaved by the French. Then, my Lords, what will 
remain, but that we ſhall curſe that folly that involved us in diſtantt 
quarrels, and that temerity which ſent us out to oppoſe a power 
ed we could not withſtand; and which incited us to waſte that 
treaſure 
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treaſure in foreign countries, which w er quietly: Maß forthe 
_ defence of our own? 

It muſt be indeed confeſſed, that if an fa is to be ak of 
our condition, from the conduct of our minifters, the fear of ex- 
hauſting our treaſure muſt be merely panic, and the precepts of fru. 
gality which other States have grown great by obſerving, are to be 
abſolutely unneceſſary. It may reaſonably be imagined that we have 
ſome ſecret mine, or hidden repoſitory of gold, which no degree of 
extravaganee can drain, and which may for ever ee the 2 
laviſh expences without diminution. 

For upon what other ſuppoſition, my Lords, can any man altem t 
a defence of the contract, by which we have obtained for one cam- 
paign the ſervice of the troops of Hanover? What but the confi- 

dence of funds that can never be deficient, could influence them ts 
conclude a ſtipulation, by which levy- money is to be paid for troops 
of which not a ſingle regiment was raifed for our ſervice, or on the 
preſent occaſion; which were eſtabliſhed for the ſecurity of the 
Electorate of Hanover, and would have been maintained, though we 
had not engaged in the affairs of the continent. | 
What were the reaſons which induced our miniſtry to employ the 
forces of Hanover, it is, perhaps, not neceſſary to enquire. The 
only motive that ought to have influenced them, was the proſpect of 
obtaining them upon cheap terms; for, my Lords, if the troops of 
Hanover cannot be obtained, but at the ſame expence with thoſe of 
Britain, I am not able to diſcover, why they ſhould be preferred. 
I have never heard, my Lords, any uncommon inſtances of Hano- 
verian courage, that ſhould incline us to truſt the cauſe of Europe 
rather to that nation than to our own; and am inclined to, believe, 
that Britain is able to produce men equal in all military virtues to 
any native of that happy country; a country which, though it was 
_ thought worthy to be ſecured by a neutrality, when all the neigh- 
bouring provinces were expoſed to the ravages of war, I have never 
heard celebrated for any peculiar excellencies ; and of which I can- 
not but obſerve, that it was indebted for its ſecurity rather to the 
precaution of its prince, than the bravery of its inhabitants. 

This demand of levy-money ſhocksevery Briton yet more ſtrongly, 
on conſidering by whom it is required; required by that family 
| whom we have raiſed from a petty dominion, for which homage was 
z bg to a ſuperior power; and n was, perhaps, only ſuffered to 


retain 
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retdin the appearance of a ſeparate ſovereignty, becauſe it was not 
worth the labour and expence of an invaſion; becauſe it would 
neither increaſe riches nor titles, nor gratify either avarice or ambi+ 


tion ; by a family whom from want and weakneſs we have exalted - 


to a Throne, from whence, with virtue equal to their power, they 
may, iſſue their mandates to the remoteſt parts of the earth, may 
preſcribe the courſe of war in diſtant empires, and dictate terms of 
peace to half the Monarchs of the globe. | 

I ſhould imagine, my Lords, that when a King of the Houſe of 
Hanover ſurveys his natives, reviews his troops, or examines his 


revenue, beholds the ſplendor of his court, or contemplates the ex- 


tent of his dominions, he cannot but ſometimes, however unwil- 
lingly, compare his preſent ſtate with that of his anceſtors ; and that 
when he gives audience to the ambaſſadors of princes, who, per- 
haps, never heard of Hanover, and dire&s the payment of ſums, by 


the ſmalleſt of which all his ancient inheritance would be dearly 
purchaſed ; and reflects, as ſurely he ſometimes will, that all theſe | 


honours and riches, this reverence from foreign powers, and his 
domeſtic ſplendor, are the gratuitous ' and voluntary gifts of the 
mighty people of Britain, he ſhould find his heart overflowing with 
unlimited gratitude, and ſhould be ready to ſacrifice to the happi- 
neſs of his benefactors, not only every petty intereſt, or accidental 
inclination, but even his repoſe, his ſafety, or his life ; that he ſhould 


be ready to eaſe them of every burthen before they complained, and 
to aid them with all his power before they requeſted his aſſiſtance; 


that he ſhould conſider his little territories as only a contemptible 


province to his Britiſh empire, a kind of nurſery for troops to Nw, 


employed without haraſſing his more valuable ſubjects. 


It might be at leaſt hoped, my Lords, that the princes of is 5 
Houſe of Hanover might have the ſame regard to this nation as to 


Kings from whom they never received any benefit, and whom they 


ought in reality always to have conſidered as enemies, yet even from 
iuch levy- money was not yan Mages or if required, was not 


always received. 


There was once a time, my Lords, before. any of this race ors | 


the Crown of Britain; when the great French Monarch, Lewis 


XIV. being under a neceſſity of hiring auxiliary troops, applied to 


the Duke of Hanover, as a prince whoſe neceſſities would naturally 


incline him to ſet the lives of his CN at a cheap rate, The 


Duke, 
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Duke, pleaſed with an oppportunity of trafficking with ſo wealthy A 
Monarch, readily promiſed a ſupply of troops; and demanded' levy. 
Money to be paid him, that he might be enabled to raiſe them. But 
Hanoverian reputation was not then raiſed ſo high, as that the 
French King ſhould truſt him with his money. Lewis ſuſpected, 
and made no ſcruple of declaring his ſuſpicion, that the demand of 
levy- money was only a pretence to obtain a ſum which would never 
afterwards be repaid, and for which no troops would be obtained ; 


and therefore with his uſual prudence inſiſted, that the troops ſhould | 


firſt march, and then be paid. Thus for ſome time the treaty was 
at a ftand: but the King being . equally in want of men, as the 
Duke of money, and perceiving, perhaps, that it was really i imprac- 


ticable for ſo indigent a prince to raiſe troops without ſome pecu- ' 


niary aſſiſtance, offered him at length a ſmall ſum, which was gladly 
accepted, though much below the original demand. The troops 
were engaged in the ſervice of France; and the Duke of Hanover 
mought himſelf happy in being able to amuſe INOAett 2 at his  Jeiſur 


with the rattle of money. 


Such, my Lords, were the conditions on which. the troops! of 
Hanover were furniſhed in former times; and ſurely what could 
then be produced by the love of money, or the awe of a ſuperior 

power, might now be expected as the effect of gratitude and 
kindneſs. | 

But not to dwell any longer, my 5 upon particular circum- 
Angus? of meaſures, of which the whole ſcheme is contrary to the 
apparent intereſt of this empire, I ſhall not enquire farther, why 
auxiliaries are employed on this occation rather than Britons, rather 
than thoſe whoſe bravery is celebrated to the moſt diſtant corners of 
the earth? why, if mercenaries are neceſſary, thoſe of Hanover are 
preferred to others: or why, if they are, indeed; preferable, they are 
now to be hired at an higher rate than at any former time ? Tt appears 
to me of far more importance to undermine the foundation, than to 
| batter the ſuperſtructure of our preſent ſyſtem of politics; and of 
greater uſe to enquire, why we have engaged in a war on the conti- 
nent, than why we carry it on with ridiculous profuſion. ; 

It appears to me, my Lords, that there are many reaſons which, 
With the ſame circumſtances, would have withbeld any nation but 


this from ſuch a dangerous interpoſition, The Dutch we ſee, are 


content to look on without action, though they are more intereſted 
e 8 8 1 in 
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in the event, and leſs embarraſſed on any other fide. We are already 


engaged 1 in a war, of which no man can foreſee the concluſion ; but 


which cannot be ended unſucceſsfully, without the. utmoſt 4 to 


our moſt important intereſts; and which'yet has hitherto producel 
only loſſes and diſgrace, has impoveriſhed our merchants, and inti- 


midated our ſoldiers. Whether theſe loſſes. are the effects of weak- 
neſs or treachery, is a queſtion: which Iam not ambitious of endea- 


vouring to decide, and of which the deciſion is, indeed, by no 
means neceſſary in the preſent debate; ſince if we-are too weak to 
| ſtruggle with Spain, unaſſiſted as ſhe is, and embarraſſed with dif- 


ferent views, I need not ſay what will be our condition, when the 
whole Houſe of Bourbon ſhall be combined againſt us; when that 
nation which ſtood alone for ſo many years againſt the united efforts 
of Europe, ſhall attack us exhauſted with taxes, enervated with cor- 
ruption, and diſunited from all allies. Whether the troops of Hanover 


will aſſiſt us at that time, I cannot determine. Perhaps in the de- 


ſtruction of the Britiſh dominions, it may be thought expedient to 
ſecure a more valuable and important country by a timely neutra- 
lityz but if we have any auxiliaries from thence, we muſt then ne- 
ceſſarily obtain them upon cheaper terms. 


If our inactivity in the European ſeas, and our in W in thoſe. 


of America be, as it is generally ſuſpected, the conſequence of per- 


hdious counſels, and private machinations z if our fleets are ſent out 


with orders to make no attempt againſt our enemies, or our admi- 
rals commanded to retreat before them; ſurely no higher degree of 
madneſs can be imagined, than that of provoking new enemies 
before we have experienced a change of counſels, and found reaſon 
to place in our miniſters and Reatelmen that r which war 
abſolutely requires. 

This is the conduct, my Lords, which I ſhould think moſt ra- 
tional, even though we were attacked in ſame of our real rights, 
and though the quarrel about which we were debating.was our own; 
I ſhould think the neareſt danger the greateſt, and. ſhould adviſe: 


| patience under foreign, inſults, till we had redreſſed our domeſtic 
grievances; till we had driven treachery from the Court, and  cor-: 


ruption from the Senate. But much more proper do 1 think this 
conduct, when we are invited only to engage in diſtant war, in a 


diſpute about the dominion of princes, -in the bowels of the conti- 
bent; of princes of whom it is not certain, that we ſhall receive 
| 8 „„ either 
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either advantage or- -ſecurity-from their . or that we thou] 

ſuffer any loſs or injury by their fall. e = 
But, my Lords, I know it will * ab that hs * 
Hungary has a right by treaty to our aſſiſtance; and that in becom- 
ing guarantees of the Pragmatic Sanction, we engaged to ſupport 
her in the dominions of her anceſtors. This, my Lords, is an an- 
ſwer of which I do not deny the juſtneſs, and of which I will not attempt 
to invalidate the ſtrength. I allow that ſuch a ſtipulation was made, 
and that treaties ought to be obſerved, at whatever hazard, with un- 
violated faith. It has been indeed objected, that many nations en- 
gaged with us in the ſame treaty, whom intereſt or cowardice have 
inclined to neglect it; and that we ought not to become the ſtanding 
garriſon of Europe, or to defend alone thoſe territories, to the pre- 


ſervation of which ſo many States are obliged to contribute equally - 


with ourſelves. But this, my Lords, appears to me an argument 
of which the ill conſequences can never be fully diſcovered; an ar- 
gument which diſſolves all the obligations of contracts, deſtroys the 
foundation of moral juſtice, and lays ſociety open to all the miſchiefs 
of perfidy, by making the validity of oaths and contracts dependent 

upon chance, and regulating the duties of one man by the conduct 
of another. I pretend not, my Lords, to long experience, and 
therefore in diſcuſſing intricate queſtions, may be eaſily miſtaken, 
But as in my opinion, my Lords, morality is ſeldom difficult, but 
when it is clouded with an intention to deceive others or ourſelves, 
I ſhall venture to declare with more confidence, that in proportion 
as one man neglects his duty, another is more ſtrictly obliged to 
practiſe his own, that his example may not help forward the general 


corruption, and that thoſe who are injured by the ee of ns 


.may from his ſincerity have a proſpe& of relief. 

-F believe all politics that are not founded on 3 will bs 
found fallacious and deſtructive, if not immediately, to thoſe who 
practiſe them; yet conſequentially by their general tendency to 


diſturb ity; and weaken thoſe obligations which maintain the 


order of the world. I ſhall therefore allow, that what juſtice re- 
quires from a private man, becomes, in parallel circumſtances, the 
duty of a nation; and ſhall, therefore, never adviſe the violation of 
a ſolemn treaty. The ſtipulations in which we engaged, when 


ve became guarantees of the Pragmatic Sanction, are doubtleſs to 


be Uri; and; it is, 1 one of * ſtrongeſt objections 
| _ againſt 
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perfidious at a greater expence than cn delity would have required, 
and ſhall pho the een eee wah e | 


guy | wy ( 213 1 A Ann 
To explain * aſtertion, my Lords, it is ance eee. view 
of the conſtitution of the German body, which conſiſts of a great 


number of ſeparate governments independent on each other, but 
fubject in ſome degree to the Emperor as the general head. The 
ſubjects of each ſtate are governed by their prince, and owe no alle- 
giance to any other ſovereign; but the prince performs homage to 
the Emperor, and having thereby acknowledged himſelf his feudatory, 
or dependent, may be puniſhed for rebellion againſt him. Ide title 
of the Emperor, and conſequently bis claim to. this allegiance and 
the right of iſſuing the Ban againſt thoſe who fhall refuſe it, is con- 


firmed by many ſolemn acknowledgments of the Diet, and amongſt 


others by the grant of a pecuniary aid; this the preſent Emperor has 


indiſputably received, an ai” having been already granted Hm in the 
Diet, of a ſubſidy for eighteen months; and therefore none of the 


troops of Germany can now be employed againſt him, without ſub- 
jecting the prince to whom they ene to Ges eenſure. of the "> 
2 a Hint of civil excommunication. Ee" 4; "nt; 


To what purpoſe then, my Lords, are we to e at a rate nave 


paid, or perhaps demanded before, troops which, cannot ſerve us 
without ſubjecting their prince to the charge of rebellion? Or how 


ſhall we aſſiſt the Queen of Hungary, by collecting forces which date 


not act againſt the only enemy which ſhe has now to fear? Or in 
what new difficulties ſhall we be engaged, ſhould the ineſtimable do- 
minions of Hanover be ſubjected to the imperial interdiction. „ 


Theſe, my Lords, are queſtions to which, I hope, we ſhall hear 


a more ſatisfactory anſwer than I am able to conceive ; for, indeed, 


I do not ſee what remains, but to confeſs, that theſe troops are hired 


only for a military ſnow, to amuſe this nation with a falſe appearance 


of zeal for the preſervation of Europe, and to n treaſures 


of Hanover at the expence of Britain. 1 


Theſe are deſigns, my Lords, which no man . avow, and, yet 


theſe: are the only deſigns which I.can yet diſcoyer; and therefore 1 | 
ſhall oppoſe all the meaſures that tend to their execution. If the heat 1 5 


of indignation, or the aſperity of reſentment, or the wantonneſs of 


ee have —_ me into any expreſſions unworthy of the 
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*dignity of this Houle, I hope they will be forgiven by-your Lordhips; | 
or any other degree of freedom I ſhall make no apology, having, 36 
a peer, a rige to deliver my opinion, and as a Briton, to aſſert the 


independence of my native country, when J ſee, or imagine myſelf 
to ſee, that it is ignominiouſſy eee ere een 
of the petty intereſt of the province of Hanover. |, « 
Lord Can TERRET then roſe and nit kene, u to ook following 
"elſe My Lords, As I doubt not but I ſhall be able to juſtify the 
meaſures which are now purſued, in ſuch a manner as may entitle 
them to the approbation of your Lordfhips, I propoſed to hear all the 
- objections that ſhould be made, before I attempted 2vindication, 
that the debate might be ſhortened,. and that the arguments on both 
ſides might be conſidered as placed in the full ſtrength of oppoſition; 
and that it might be diſcerned how objections, however ſpecious in 
: themſelves, would vaniſh before the light of reaſon and truth. 
„ But the noble Lord has made it neceſſary for me to altet my dale, 
| 57 a ſpeech which I will not applaud, becauſe it has, in my opinion, 
an ill tendeney; nor cenſure, becauſe it wanted neither the ſplendor 
of eloquence, nor the arts of reaſoning 3 and had no other defect 
ttmhan that which muſt always be produced . ane, baer in 
the arguments, and errors in the aſſertions. | 
Tbis ſpeech I am obliged to eee his Lordſhip has * 
pleaſed to call out for any Lord who will aſſert, that the Dutch have 
agreed to concur with us in aſſiſting the Queen of Hungary. That 
all the provinces of that republic have agreed to aſſiſt us, is indeed 
: not true; nor do J know, my Lords, by whom: or upon what au- 
thority it was aſſerted; but the concurrence of the province of Hol- 
land, the moſt important of all, and whoſe example the reſt. ſeldom 
delay to follow, has been obtained, which ig ſufficient to encourage 
us to vigorous Lane be by which the reſt may He equip 
 ſperdy compliance. - bags gt HAND 32 Ft 2431 8 44+ 44; 9 
I ue concurrence of ae has neee maple 
of the meafutes which-have been lately purſued ; meaſures from which, 
though juſt and ſucceſsful, the miniſtry cannot claim much applauſe,; 
becauſe all choice was denied, and they were obliged either to remain 
paſſive ſpectators f the ruin of Europe, and, by. conſequence, '« 'of 
Britain, or to do what they have done. And ſurely, my Lords, 
that neceſſity which'deprives: them of all claim to panegyric, will be 
"runs — euri from cenſure. eee 
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of Europe has already changed its poſition, and the Houſe of Fourbvin 
is now not able to prepondetate againſt the other powers. 


By entering into an alliance with Sardinia, we have un froim 


the crown. of Spain all the weight of the territories of Italy, of 
which the Auftrian forces are now in poſſeſſion, without fear or 
danger of being interrupted ;- while the paſſes of the ocean are ſhut 
enn and So: whey rao 
_ Sardinia. 5 | 


progres ee e eee ee feet, 1 
are not only loſt to their native country, but expoſed without pro- 


viſion, without ammunition, without retreat, and without hope: 


nor can any human proſpect diſcover how they can eſcape deſtruction, 


either by the fatigue of marches, re ce ee e 
ſuperior; force of an army well ſupplied and elated with ſucceſs. 
This, my Lords, is an embarraſſment from ch athena 


W gladly be freed at any expence, from which they would bribe 


us td relieve them, by permitting. the demolition of new fortrelles, 
or reſtoring the army which we loſt at Carthagena, 4 2th 


Olf chis alliance the Queen of Hungary already finds: the adyan- 
tage, as it preſerves countries in her poſſeſſion, which if; once loſt, 


it might be impoſſible to recover; and ſets her free from the Rn 


of dividing her army for the protection of diſtant terxitories. 58 
Thus, my Lords, the Spaniards are obſtructed and akrufted; f 


their armies, one is condemned to waſte away at the feet of impaſſable 


mountains, only to hear of the deſtruction of their:cquntiymen-whom 
they are endeavouring to relieve, and the eſtabliſnment of peace in 
theſe regions of which they had projected the conqueſt; and the other, 


yet more unfortunate, has been ſucceſsfully tranſported,.. only to ſee 


that fleet which ee _ _ ng: _ ſupplies, _ . 


hinder their retreat. 2 


Nor do we, hs eee ee one 
of the prinoes of the Houſe of Bourbon, fear or ſhun-the reſemment 
of the other; we doubt not to ſhew, that Britain · is till able to.retard = 
the arms of the haughty French, and to drive them back from the 


invaſion of other kingdoms to the defence of their oumn. The time 
is at hand, my Lords, in which it will appear, that however the 
ET been exaggarateds with whatever ſervility her 


3 


+7 2 3] „ rn * * * Ye | * 


to fear cenſure from judges ſo cand. 


ſhips, to whom it may rere 
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protection has been courted, and with whatererrmnianwal feet. 
lence has been borne, this nation has not yet loſt its influence or its 

ſtrength, that its yet able to fill the continent with armies, to afford 
protection to its allies, and ſtrike terrot into thoſe who fra ve hitherto 
trampled under foot the faith of treaties and rights of 'Sovereigns, 
und ranged over the dominions vf the neighbouring princes, _ the 
ſecurity of lawful poſſeſſors, and the pride of conquerors, ©! 7 

It has been objected by the noble Lord, that this change "OUR 
be expected from an army compoſed of auxiliary troops from any of 
the provinces of the German empire, becauſe they cannot a& againſt 
the general head. I'caneaſily, my Lords, ſolve this difficulty; from 
my long acquaintance with the conſtitution of the empire, which I 
underſtood before the noble Lord, who has entertained you with a 


| . diſcourſe upom it, was in being; but I will not engroſs your time, 


or retard your determination by a ſuperfluous diſquiſition, which may 
your Lordfhips, that the Heſſian and Hanoverian troops ſhall be em- 
ployed in aſſiſting the Queen of Hungary, and that they have already 
received orders to 1 erer eee reed eee Nw 
the-empire, PTR GY 7 OE FA 
Aſter eee 1 Lords, the moſt formidable objecten 
Ne the preſent meaſures will, J hope, be no more heard in this 
debate; for it will be by no means proper for any Lord to renew it 
by enquiring, whether bis Majeſty's reſolution is not a breach of the 
imperial eonſtitution, or whether it will not expoſe his electoral do- 
minions to danger. For it is not dur province to judge of the laws 
of other nations, to examine when they are violated, or to enforce 
the obſer vation of mem; nor is it neceſſary, ſince the intereſts of 


PVritain and Hanover are jrreconeileably oppoſite, to endeavour the 


eee vrhich their own ee ee is ee to 
hatardu . 2 eee ne e. D An . 

Thus, my ae J hope it appears, that 8 . of 
Britatm and Europe: is ſteadily purſued z that the Spaniards feel the 
vffects of a war with Britain-by their diſtreſb and embarraſſment; that 
che Queen of Hungary diſcovers, that the ancient Mics of her family 
have not deſeyted Her; and thatFrance," amidſt her boaſts and her 
projects, berecives de det rmined wed ee ener 1 8 
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The Duke of fi ſpoke to the following effect: My 


| Lak; The aſſurance which the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt declaxes 


himſelf to have conceived of being able to demonſtrate the propriety 
of the preſent meaſures, muſt ſurely ariſe from ſome intelligence which 
has been hitherto ſuppreſſed, or fome knowledge of future events 
peculiar to himſelf; for I cannot diſcover any force in the arguments 
which he has been pleaſed to uſe, that could produce in him ſuch 
confidence of ſucceſs, nor any circumſtances in the preſent appear- - 
ance of Europe, that do not ſeem to demand a different conduct. 

Ibe reaſonableneſs of our meaſures at this time, at at all ae ber 
muſt be evinced by arguments draun from an attentive review. of the 
Rate of our own. country, compared with that of the neighbouring 
nations; for no man will deny, that thoſe methods of. proceeding 
which are at one time uſeful, may at another be pernicious; and that 
either a gradual rotation of power, or a caſual variation of intereſt, 


may very properly produce changes in the cones of _ moſt Mg 
and vigorous adminiſtration. 8 


It is therefore proper, in . of this itt} to con- 
ae is the ſtate of our awn nation, and what is to be hoped" or 
feared from the condition of thoſe, kingdoms, which are moſt enabled 
by their ſituation to benefit or to hurt us: and in enquiry, my Lords, 
an enquiry that can give little pleaſure to an honeſt and benevolent 


mind, it immediately occurs, that we are à nation exhauſted by a long 


war, and impoveriſhed by the diminution of our commerce; and 


the reſult, therefore, of this firſt conſideration is, that thoſe meaſures 
are moſt eligible which are moſt frugal y and that to waſte the public 


treaſure in unneceffary expences, or to load the people with new taxes 


only to diſplay a mockery of war on the continent, or to amuſe our- 


ſelves, our allies, or gur enemies, with the idle oſtentation of un- 
neceſſary numbers, is to drain from the nation the laſt remains f 


its ancient vigour, indes of aiſtiog. its mae from its preſent 
languors... 


But money, e 720 4 e however e has 3 
been imprudently and unſeaſonably ſpared; and an ill-timed parſi- 


mony has been known to haſten calamities, by which thoſe have been 


deprived of all who would not endeavour to preſerve it by the loſs of 


part. It is therefore to be conſidered, whether meaſures leſs expen- 


ſive would not have been more dangerous; and whether we have not, 


yp biring fore! gn troops, though at a very high rate, at a rate which 


U3 would | 


exemption ffom diftreſſes, inſults; is pgs LED 08% A te EEG: 

The only nations, my Lords, whom we — ee . 
of a deſign to invade us, or that have power to put any ſuch: defizn 
in execution, are well known to be the French and Spaniards ; from 

theſe, indeed, it may juſtly be expected, that they will omit no oppor- 
tunity of gratifying that hatred which difference of religion and con- 
trariety of intereſt cannot fail to continue from age to age; and 
therefore we ought never to imagine ourſelves ſafe, while it is in their 
power to endanger us. But of theſe two nations, my Lords, the one 
is already diſarmed by the navies of Britain, which confine-her fleets 
to their harbours, and, as we have been juſt now informed, pre- 
clude her armies from ſupplies: the other is without a fleet able to 
tranſport an army, her troops are diſperſed in different countries, 
and her treaſures derben by ebener or ebe nee deres 
expenſive. 

There is en er Lee no 4 n e Ou 
though we had no forces by which it could be oppoſed 3 but much 
leſs is it to be feared, when it is remembered, that the ſea is covered 
with our ſhips of war, arid that all th coaſts of Europe are . 

ee by the navies of Britain M 
This then, my Lords, is ſurely the vines) NR ney 
have ſacrifieed any immediate and apparent intereſt to the fear of 
attempts from Spain or France, when we might without danger have 
aſſiſted our allies with our national troops, and have ſpared that money 
which we have ſo laviſhly beſtowed upon auxiliaries; when we might 
ſecurely have ſhe wn the powers of the continent how much the 
Britiſh valour is yet to be feared, and how little our late loſſes or 
diſgraces are to be wre, to en amino or our 

beef N ebe T, 

1 ſuppoſe, y Lords Wund wi woüen OY DTreign troops have 
been hired as more to be truſted for their ſkill or bravery Wal bite | 
own. To diſpute the palm of courage with any nation would be a 
reproach to the Britiſh name; and if our ſoldiers are not at leaſt 
equally diſciplined with thoſe of other countries, it muſt be owned, 
that taxes have been long, paid to little purpoſe, that the glitter of re- 
views has been juſtly ridiculed as an empty ſhow, and that we have 
2 long been Hattered 4 our r miniſters and . eres with falſe 1 


a 1 
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ported only for the defence of our country; and though 1 A nat 
their-officers are frequently engaged in employments more important 
in che opinion of their directors, than that of regulating the diſcipline 
af their regiments, and teaching the uſe of arms and the ſcience of 
war; yet, as I believe the courage of Britons ſuch as may aſtem ſup- 
ply the want of ſkill, I cannot but conclude, that they are at leaſt as 
formidable as the troops of other countries, eſpecially when I remem- 


ber, that they enter-the field Eaton by the reputation 5 


of their count. 

Why then, ee is th eee eee 
e to pay at home an army which can be pf no uſe, 
and to hire auxiliaries, perhaps, equally unactive; to make war, it. 
any war be intended, at an unneceſſary expence, and to pay, at once, 
a fleet which only floats upon the ocean, an army which. only awes 
the villages from which it is ſupported, and a body of mercenaries, 
of which no mam ic eee with W N _ have 
been retained. 955 e es 2 1.54 
tn woke ed of the 8 Hur gary 
has been, indeed, aſſerted; ax, this contract has been produced as an 
inftance of the zeal of our miniſters for the aſſertion, of the Praginatic 
Sanction, the preſervation of the liberties of Europe, and the ſup-, 
preſſion of the ambitious enterprizes. of the Houſe of Bourbon; but 
ſurely, my Lords, had the afliſtance of that illuſtrious Princeſs, been 
their ſole or principal intention, had they in reality dedicated the 
ſum which is: to be received by the tromps of Hanover, to the ſacred 
cauſe of public faith and univerſal liberty, . they. might have ſound 
methods of promoting it much more efficacioully at no greater ex- 
pence. Had they remitted that money to the Queen, ſhe would 
have been enabled to call nations to ber ſtandard, to fill the plains of 
Germany with the hardy inhabitants of the mountains and the deſerts, 
and have deluged the empire of France with multitudes equally daring 
and rapacious, who would have deſcended. upon a ftuitful country like 
vultures on their prey, and have laid thale provinces in ruin which 
now eſmile at the devaſtation of eight hs in tem, eren the 
protection of their mighty monarch. tos rs Ts 

By this method of carrying on yi war, we might-have Hs coho 
| ally from danger which 1 cannot but think imminent and formidable, 

"__ it ſeems at FW not to be feared, By fo large an hs 4-46 
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te / ber troops, ſhe would have been enabled to fruftrats thaſs . 
| Which her ſucceſs may incline the King of Pruſſia to form againſt her; 

for with whatever tranquillity. he may now ſeem to look upon this 
general commotion, his conduct gives us no reaſon to imagine; that 
lie has changed his maxims, that he is now forgetful or negligent 
of his own intereſt, or that he will not ſnatch the firſt opportunity 
J of aggrandizing n by new en to the _ 1 ee 


4 gary's dominions,” 


At leaſt, my Lors, it may „Aden . be allerted, hor the 
hopes which ſome either form or affect of engaging him in a con- 
federacy for the ſupport of the Pragmatic Sanction, are merely 
- chimerical, * He who has hitherto conſidered no intereſt but his own, 
he. who has perhaps endangered himſelf by attempting to weaken the 
only power to which he, as well as the other princes of the empire, 
can have recourſe for protection from the ambition of France, and 
has therefore broken the rules of policy only to gratify a favourite 
' paſſion, will ſcarcely concur in the exaltation of that family which 
he has ſo lately endeavoured to depreſs, and which he has ſo much 
exaſperated againſt him. If be is at length, my Lords, alarmed at 
the ambition of the Houſe of Bourbon, and has learned not to facili. 
tate thoſe deſigns which are in reality formed againſt himſelf, it can- 
not be doubred, that he looks with equal fear on the Houſe of Auſtria, 
that he knows his fafety to confiſt only in the weakneſs of both, and 
that in any conteſt between pared the WHO that benen from 
him is neutralit v. 

But, my Lords, he wh" ſecurity ee oy" an” a duprodnos, 
that men will not deviate from right reaſon or true poliey, is in a ſtate 
which can afford him very little tranquillity or confidence: whatever 
is neeeſſarily to be preſetyed, ought to be defended, not only from 
certain and conſtant danger, but from caſual and poſſible injuries; 

and amongſt the reft, from thoſe which may proceed from the muta- 
bility of will, or the deprayation of underſtanding ; nor ſhall we ſuffi- 
ciently eſtabliſh the Houſe of Auftria, if we leave it liable to be ſhaken 
whenever the King of Pruſſia ſhall feel his ambition re-kjndled,' or 
his malevolence- excited; we muſt not leave it dependent on the 
friendfhip or policy of the neighbouring powers, but muſt enable it 


once more i eue * "ne . Weener, en 
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This, myckande) might have been done by a, liberal ſubſidy, by 
which armies might have been levied, garriſons eſtabliſned, and cities 
fortified; and why any other method was purſued, what reaſon can 
be aſſigned? What, but an inclination to aggrandize and enrich a 


contemptible province, and to We with, the plunder of e the 


electorate of Hanover? 

It has been ſuſpected, 19 ae rok nor has the ſuſpicion ee 
out foundation) that our meaſures: have long been regulated by the 
intereſt of his Majeſty's electoral territories; theſe have been long 
conſidered as a gulph into which the treaſures of this nation have 
been thrown; and it has been obſerved, that the ſtate of the country 
has, fince the acceſſion of its prtaces to this throne, been changed 
without any viſible cauſe; affluence has begun to wanton in their 
towns, and gold to glitter in their cottages, without the diſcovery of 
mines, or the increaſe of their trade; and new dominions have been 
purchaſed, of which it can ſcareely be imagined, thas the _ was 
paid out of the revenues of Hanoyer.. 5 15 

This, my Lords, is unpopular, illegal, and bade yet this 3 8 
be borne, in conſideration of great advantages, of the protection of 
our trade, and the ſupport of our honour. But there are men who 
dare to whiſper, and who, perhaps, if their ſuſpicions receive new 
confirmation, will publicly declare, that for the preſervation of Hano- 
yer, our commerce has been neglected, and our honour impaired ; 
that to ſecure Hanover from invaſion, the Houſe of Bourbon has been 
courted, and the family of Auſtria embarraſſed and depreſſed. Theſe 
men aſſert, without heſitation, that when we entered into a league 
with France againſt the Emperor and the Spaniards, in the reign of 
the late Emperor, no part of the Britiſh dominions were in danger; 
and that the alarm which was raiſed to reconcile the nation to mea- 
ſures ſo contrary to thoſe which former ages had purſued, was a ficti- 
tious deteſtable artifice of wicked policy, by which Britain was en+ 
gaged-in the defence of dominions to which we- owe no 3 as 

we can receive no real advantage from them. ' : 
It were to be wiſhed, that no late inſtance could be eee of 
ee by the ſame principles; and that this ſhameful, this 
pernicious partiality had been univerſally allowed to have ceaſed with 
the late reign 5 but it has never yet been ſhewn,, that the late neu- 


trality, by which Hanover was preſerved, did not reſtrain the arms 


of, Sad] eee why the ene, was, 
15 e 


3 8 7 5 NS OF 5 e ; VV 
DE '_ DESATE'SSs | [Mei 


when within reachyof the cannon of the Britin navy, peacealy 
tranſported to Italy, has any other reaſon been aſſigned, than chat 
the tranſports could not. be n reren es er 
of Hanover? i 
- This, a Dons, is a ſubject on which e a th wa in 
die to dwell, by my zeal for the preſent eſtabliſhment, and my per- 
ſonal affection for his Majeſty. It is univerſally allowed, that not 
only the honour and proſperity, but the ſafety of a Britiſh.monarch, 
depends upon the affection of his ſubjects; and that neither ſplendid; 
kxvees, nor large revenues, nor ſtanding armies, can ſecure his hap- 
pineſs or his power any longer than the people are convinced of his 
tenderneſs and regard, of his attention to their complaints, and his 
zeal for their intereſt, If therefore it ſhould ever be generally be- 
heved, that our King conſiders this nation only as appendent bo his 
_ eleQtota} dominions, that he promotes the intereſt ef his former ſub- 
jects at the expence of thoſe by whom he has been exalted. to this 
awful throne, and that our commerce, our treaſures, and our lives, 
are ſacrificed to the ſafety, or to the enlargement of diſtant territories, 


_ what can be expected? What but murmurs, diſaffection, and diſtruſt, 


and their natural conſequences, inſurrection and rebellion; rebellion: 
of which no man can foreſee the event, and by which that man may 
perhaps be placed upon the ſn whom + Rae nn | 
and ſo folemnly abjured. TT, 
Of this unreaſonable We to we Wee eee ah con- 
tract which we are now conſidering exhibits, if not a proof too ap- 
parent to be denied, yet ſuch an en as we ought for our own: 
fakes and that of his Majeſty to obviate; and therefore I think the 
Addreſs which is now propoſed in the higheſt degree reaſonable; and 
am convinced, that by complying with our requeſt, his Majeſty will 
regain the affections of many of his ſubjects, whom a long train of 
pernicious meaſures have filled with diſcontent; and preſerve the 
loyalty of many others, who, by artful repreſentations of the motives; 
and conſequences of this conttact, may be alienated and perverted. 
Lord BATHURSTH replied to the following purport :—My Lords, 
As I have no reaſon to doubt of the noble Duke's affection to the 
preſent royal family, I am convineed, that the ardour of his expreſſions 
is the effect of his zeal, and that the force of his repreſentations pro- 
ceeds only from the frength of his conviQtion ; and therefore I am 
far from intending to cenſure. any accidental negligence of language. 
. | | „ 5 DF 
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or any ſeeming aſperity of ſentiment,” T know, thyt the openneſs anld 
dignity of mind which has incited him to declare his opinion with ſo. - 
much freedom, will induce him likewiſe to retract it, when he ſhall be 
convinced, that he has been deceived by falſe repreſentations, or that 
he has formed his concluſions too haſtily, without an n 

ö ane of the queſtion in its whole extent. | 

- T-ſhall, therefore, endeavour to explain the motives upon ad 1 
theſe meaſures have been formed which we have heard ſo warmly 
renfured; and ſhew, that they were the conſequences not of haſte 
and negligence, but of vigilance and cireumſpection; that they were 
formed upon a deliberate ſurvey of the complicated intereſts of the 
European powers, and dictated not by a partiality to ee r | 
nne attention to the intereſt of Britain 1 

It has been already obſerved by a noble Lord, that 4 was no 
choice allowed us; that the ſtate of Europe required, that we ſhould 
not ſit unactive; and that yet there was no other method of acting, 
by which we could benefit our allies, or injure our enemies; and that 
therefore, though our interpoſition had not produced all the effects 
which our zeal might incline us to wiſn, yet our conduct ought not 
to be condemned ; becauſe, though we did not preſs forward through | 
the neareſt path to the great object of our purſuit, we exerted our 
utmoſt ſpeed in the only way that was left open. This, my Lords, 
is, in my opinion, a very juſt apology; nor do I ſee, that this vindi- 
cation can be confuted or invalidated otherwiſe than by ſhewing, that 
ſome different meaſures, ee, e en were ne in 
our power. 

But becauſe the plea of beten buy N bei eveded; and bs 
Guts it is at leaſt pleaſing to diſcover, that what was neceſſary was 
likewiſe convenient, I ſhall endeavour: to ſhow, that our meaſures. 
have produced already ſuch effects as have ſufficiently rewarded our 
expences ; and that we may yet CPA Wag that ee advan- 
tages will ariſe from them. 

There are, indeed, ſome whom it will not de eaſy! to ſatisfy, fakes 
' who declare not againſt the manner in which the war is proſecuted, 
but againſt the war itſelf; who think the power of France too formi- | 
dable to be oppoſed, and the Britiſn people too much exhauſted or 
enervated to hold any longer the balance of the continent. 

I have indeed, my Lords; always deelared myſelf of a different; . 
opinion, and have frequently endeayoured to rouſe others from a kind 
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of indolent deſpair | HANOI in the attempts of the French, 
by repreſentations of the wealth and force, the influence and alliances 
ef our own nation. Fay have often aſſerted, that I did not doubt but 
ber conqueſts might be ſtopped by vigorous oppoſition, and that the 
current of her power which had by artificial machines of policy been 
raiſed higher than its ſource, would ſubſide. and ſtagnate, when its 
courſe was no longer aſſiſted uy cowardice, and its 885 levelled by 
„ Theſe, my = Sr were e my i and this was my does 
bo 2/ time, when all the powers of Europe conſpired to flatter the 
pride of France by falling at her feet, when her nod was ſolicitouſly 
watched by all the princes of the empire, when there was no ſafety 
but by her protection, nor any enterpriſe but by her permiſſion; when 
her wealth influenced the councils of nations, when war was de- 
clared at her command in the remotefl corners of Europe, and my 
3 was ſubmitted to her arbitration. _ . | 
Even at this time, my Lords, was I ſufficiendy FH of the 
uſes of my own country, to {et at defiance in my own mind this 
gigantick ſtate, I conſidered all additions to its greatneſs rather as 
the tumour of diſeaſe than the ſhootings of vigour, and thought that 
Its. nerves grew weaker as its corpulence increaſed. Of my own 
nation I ſaw, that neither its numbers nor its. courage were dimi- 
niſhed, L had no reaſon to believe our ſoldiers or our ſailors leſs brave 
then their fathers ; and therefore imagined, that whenever they 
Mould be led out againſt the ſame enemies they would fight * the 
fame ſuperiority and the ſame ſucceſs. 
But for theſe hopes, my Lords, I was ſometimes pitied. 52 thoſe 
who thought themſelves better acquainted with the ſtate of Europe 
han myſelf, and ſometimes ridiculed by thoſe who had been long ac- 
euſtomed to depreſs their own country, and to repreſent Britain as 
only the ſhadow of what it once was; to deride our armies. and our 
fleets, and deſcribe us impoveriſhed and en e into | 
cowardice, and delighted with ſlavery, 
That my opinion is now likely to be juſtified, e thas thoſe hs | 
ae hitherto fo conhdently oppoſed me will ſoon be obliged to ac- 
knowledge their miſtake, is of very ſmall importance; nor is my ſelf- 
love ſo predominant as to incline me to reckon the confirmation of 
my predictions, or the vindication of my ſagacity among the benefits 
which we are now about to receive, We are now ſoon to be-con- 
4 , vinced 


A. z.] rr got 
vinced that France is not irreſiſtable; nor irreſiſtible to Britain. We 
are now to ſee the embroilers of the univerſe entangled in their own 
ſchemes, and the depopulators of kingdoms deſtroyed in theſe fields 
which they have fo wampnly laid waſte, We ſhall ſee juſtice tri- 
umpant over oppreſſion, and inſolence trampled by thoſe whom the 
has deſpiſed. We ſhall ſee the powers of Europe once more n 
balanced, and the balance placed again in the hands of Britain. 

If it be required upon what events theſe expectations are founded ; 
and if it be alledged, that we have no ſuch reſolutions to hope from 
the meaſures that have been hitherto purſued: It has been affirmed by 
a noble Lord, that our armies in Flanders are uſeleſs, and that our 
motions have given neither courage nor ſtrength to any other powers; 
that the Queen of Hungary is yet equally diſtreſſed, and that the 
French ſtill purſue their ſchemes without any interruption from us or 
our allies, I ſhall hope by an impartial aceount of the preſent ſtate &K 
the continent to Ry mens r pepe e are nn e n 
E ond erroneous. 1 pin 

The inactivity ona -our wry in "Flanders 38 indeed, furniſhed 2 
popular topic of declamation and ridicule.” It is well known how 
Hetle the bulk of mankind are acquainted, either with arts of policy, 
or of war; how imperfectly they muſt always underſtand the conduct 
of miniſters or generals, and with what partiality they always deter- 
mine in favour of their own nation. Ignorance, my Lords, con- 
joined with partiality, muſt always produce expectations which no ad- 
Urefs nor courage can gratify; and it is ſcarcely, therefore, to be hoped, 
that the people will be ſatisfied with any account of the conduct of our 

Generals which does not inform them of ſieges and battles, ſlaughter 
and devaſtarion. "Phey expect that a Britiſh army ſhould ' 6ver-run 
the continent in 4 ſummer, that towns ſhould ſurrender at their ſum- 
mons, and legions retire at their ſhout, that they ſhould drive nations 
e chem, and conquer empires by marching over them. 
Such, my Lords, are the effects which the people of Britain ex- 
| pect; ; and as they have hitherto been difappointed, this difappoint- 
ment inclines them to complain. They think an army uſeleſs which, 
gains no victories, and afk to what purpoſe the ſword is drawn, if the 
blood of their enemies is not to be ſhed ? But theſe are not the ſenti- 
ments of your Lordfhips, whoſe acquaintance with public affairs in- 
forms you, that victories are often gained where no ſtandards are 
taken, nor newſpapers filled with lifts of the lain ; and that by draw- 
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You know, that the army which hovers over a country and n 
the forces which defend it to one part, may deſtroy it without invading 
it, by expoſing to the invaſion. of another; and that he who with- 
holds an army from n is not leſs n to dis: was Nan he * 


dueſeats it. 


This, my Lords, is the de uſe os our oral in A 3 — 
French are kept in continual terror, and are obliged to detach to that 


frontier thoſe troops which, had they not been thus diverted, would 
have been employed in the empire; and ſurely an army is not un- 
active which withholds a double number from proſecuting their deſign. 
. - That our motions have not encouraged other powers to fulfil their 


engagements, or to unite in the defence of the general liberty of 


Europe, cannot truly be aſſerted. The Dutch apparently waken 
from their ſlumber, whether it was real or affected, they at leaſt diſ- 
cover leſs fear of the French, and have already given ſuch proofs of 
heir inclination to join with us as may encourage us to expect, that 
they will in a ſhort time form with us another eder and em- 
ploy their utmoſt efforts in the common cauſe. » | 


What they have already offered will at leaft enable us to aſt — 
Queen of Hungary with greater numbers, and her to employ her 


troops where ſhe is moſt preſſed; for they have engaged to garriſon 


the towns of Flanders, which ſince they cannot be evacuated, is in 
effect an offer of auxiliary troops; ſince if thoſe forces had been 
added to the Auſtrian army, an equal number of Kuren muſt have 
been ſubducted to garriſon the fron tie. 
It is, therefore, without reaſon, that n ns 
charge us with- becoming the ſlaves of the Dutch,, with fighting their 
battles and defending their barrier, while they purſue their commerce 
in tranquillity, enjoy peace at the expence of Britiſh blood, and grow 
rich by the profuſion of Britiſh treaſure. It appears, that they concur 
in the preſervation of themſelves and of Europe, though with delays 


and caution; ſince, tho' they do not ſend forces into the field, they 
ſupply the place of thoſe which are ſent, and enable others ta deſtroy 
thoſe whom they are not yet perſuaded to attack themſelves. 


I 


The conſtitution of that Republic is, indeed, ſuch as makes its 

alliance not valuable on ſudden emergencies in proportion to its 
Vealth and power. The determinations of large aſſemblies are always 
for: 3 becauſe there are many e to be en many pro- 


poſals 


af 4 * 
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poſals to be 6 be anſwered. But 
with much mote difficulty muſt any important reſolution be formed, 
vhere it muſt be the joint act of the whole Aſſembly, where every 
individual bas a negative voice, and -unanimity alone can make a 
deciſion obligatory. Wherever this is the form of government, the 
ſtate lies at the merey of every man who has a vote in its councils; 
and the corruption or folly or obſtinacy of one may retard or defeat 
the moſt important deſigns, lay bis country open to the inroads of an 
enemy, en the moſt ſolemn en, and involve, a nation in 
miſ ey... + 
This, _ La 1 ond not able to is he Dutch eee 
nor need I tell this Aſſembly, that we are not always to judge of the 
. general. inclination of that people by the procedure of their deputies, 
fince particular men may be influenced by private views, or corrupted 
by ſecret promiſes - or bribes; and thoſe deſigns may be retarded by 
their artifices which the honeſt and impartial univerſally approve. 
| This i is, perhaps, the true reaſon of the preſent delays which have 
furniſhed occaſion: to ſuch loud complaints, complaints of which we 
may hope quickly to have an end; fince it can hardly be doubted, 
but the general voice of the people will there, as in other places, at 
laſt prevail, and the prejudices or n of en men ove way to 
the intereſt of the public. 
That the Queen of Hungary i iS now a Jiftreſſed, * had ſhe 
| has received no advantage from the aſſiſtance, which we have at ſo 
great an expence appeared to give her, is likewiſe very far from being 
true. Let any man compare her preſent condition, with that in 
which ſhe was before Britain engaged in her cauſe, and it will eaſily 
de perceived, how much ſhe owes to the alliance of this nation. 
| ; She was then flying before her enemies, and reduced to ſeek for ſhelter 
8 in the remateſt part of her dominions, while her capital was fortified 
in expectation of a fiege: Thoſe who then were diſtributing her 
| provinces, and who almoſt hovered. over her only remaining king- 
dom, are now retiring before her troops. The army by which it 
| was intended, that her territories in Italy ſhould be taken from her, is 
now ſtarving in the countries which it preſumed to invade ; and the 


; troops, which were ſent to its aſſiſtance, are lah at ws feet 
5 of mountains which they will never pass. 
| | | Theſe are the effects, my Lords, of thoſe meaſurety 5 fob 


want of being completely underſtood, or attentively conſidered, have 
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been (o vehemently,cenſured. . Theſe meaſures; Ee however 

* Injudicious, however unſeaſpnable, have embatraſſed the deſigns of 
France, and given relief to the Queen of Hungary; they have ani- 
mated the Dutch to action, and kindled in all the powers of Europe, 
who were intimidated by the French armies, new hopes and new re- 
ſolutions; they have indeed made a general change in the ſtate of 
Europe, and given a new inclination to the balance of power. Not 
many months have elapſed, ſinee every man appeared to conſi der the 
Sovereign of France as the univerſal monarch, whoſe will was not to 
be oppoſed, and whoſe force was-not to be reſiſted. We now ſee his 


menaces deſpiſed and his. propoſitions rejected; every one now ap- 


pears to hope rather than to fear, though lately a general panic was 
n over this part of the globe, and fear had ſo er e 
that ſcarcely any man preſumed to hope. 

But it is objected, my Lords, that though our malen ould be 


| Ment not to have been wholly inffectual, and our money appear 


not to have been ſquandered only to pay the troops of Hanover, yet 
| our conduct is very far from mexiting either applauſe or approbation ; 
ſince much greater advantages might have been purchaſed at much 
leſs expence, and by methods much leſs invidious and dangerous. 
The Queen of Hungary might, in the opinion of theſe cenſurers, 

baue raiſed an hundred thouſand men with the money which we'muſt 
. expend in hiring only ſixteen thouſand, and might have e 
thoſe enemies whom we have hitherto not dared to attack. 

' Thoſe who make this ſuppoſition the foundation of their cenſures, 
appear not to remember, that the Queen of Hungary's dominions, 
like thoſe of other Princes, may by war be in time exhauſted ; that 
the loſs of inhabitants is not repaired in any country but by flow de- 
grees; and that there is no place yet diſcovered where money will 
-procure ſoldiers without end, or where new harveſts of men riſe up 
_ annually, ready to fight thoſe” quarrels in which their predeceſſors 
-were ſwept away, If the money had, inſtead of being employed in 
hiring auxiliaries, been remitted to the Queen, it is not probable | 
that ſhe could at any rate have brought a new army together. But 
it is certain, that her new troops muſt have been without arms and 

without diſcipline. It might have been found, perhaps, in this ge- 
neral diſturbance of the world, not eaſy to have ſupplied them 
with weapons ; and it is well known how. long time is required to 
teach raw forces the art of * and enable * to 600k before a 


veteran enemy. 


„ 


* 
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It was, thersfore, negeſſaryto aſſiſt her rather With troops than 
money; and ſince troops were neceſſarily to be hired, why ſhould 
we employ the forces of Hanover: leſs willingly than thoſe of any 
other nation? To aſſert · that they have more or leſs courage than 
others is chimerical, nor can any man ſuppoſe them eitfier more 


brave or timorous than thoſe, of the neighbouring countries, without 


diſcovering the meaneſt prejudices; and the hartoweſt coficeptions ; ; 
without ſhewing that he is wholly unacquaitted with human nature, 


and tbat he i e influenced by the tales 'of nurſes, apd hs boaſts of 


childrep.. ., TE FF % 735598 Sy bs Ea 5 8 
here Was, dr no objection againſ > troops of Hanover, 


that. was. not. of equal ſtrength againſt all foreign troops; and there | 


was atleaſt: one argument in:their fayour, that they were ſubjects of 
the ſame prince ; and that therefore we could- RO no verlas to er 


their defectin, or to ſuſpect their fidelity. 


Fhe Electorate of Hanover, with Foo FFI contempt or 1 FE 


tion ſawe perſons may affect to mention it, is to be conſidered at 


leaſh as a Rate in alliance» with; Britain, and to receive from us that 
ſupport which the terms af that · alliance may demand. 

Any other. regard, my Lords, indged it is not neceſſary to contend 
for; ; fince it. cannot be proved, that in this tranſaRtion we have acted 


otherwiſe than, as with allies, or bired the troops on conditions 


which thoſe of any other nation would not have obtained, or on any 


which they will not deſarve; ſince your Lordſhips have received af- 


ſurances, that . they are ready to enter the field, and to march into 
Germany againſt, the common enemy. That we might have raiſed 

new troops in our n nation, and have augmented our army with an 
equal number of men, cannot be denied; ; nor do I doubt; my Lords, 


but our countrymen would be equally formidable with any othec 
forces; but it muſt, be remembered, that an army is not to be levied 


in an inſtant, and that our natives, however watlike, are not born 
with the knowledge of the uſe of arms; and who knows, whether 


Europe might not have been enſlaved before a Neis 0 cauld | 
have been raiſed and diſciplined far its deliverance ? 


Whether this account of our meaſures will unk thoſe who have 
hitherto condemned them, I am not able to foretel. There are, in- 


deed, fame reaſons for ſuſpecting, that they blame not, becauſe they . 


diſapprove, but becauſe they think it neceſſary either to the character 
of eee or of drebitr, to cenſure the. miniſtry, whatever 
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maxims are purſued. Of this dlſpoſition it is no flight proof, that 
contrary meaſures have been ſometimes condemned by the ſame men 


with the ſame vehemence and that even compliance with their de- 


mands has not ſtilled their outcries. When the miniſtry appeared 


* unwilling to engage in the war of Germany, without the concur- 


rence of the other powers who had engaged to ſupport the Prag- 
matic Sanction, they were hourly reproached with being the ſlaves 


of France, with betraying the general cauſe of Europe, and with 


repreſſing that generous ardour, by which our anceſtors have been 
incited to ſtand forth as the aſſertors of univerſal liberty, and to 
fight the quarrel] of mankind. They were marked out as either 
' cowards or traitors, and doomed to infamy as the accomplices of 


tyranny, engaged in a conſpiracy — hn e their e | 
and their poſterity. 


At length the Britons have rouſed again, and again Achs them- 
ſelves the ſupporters of right, whenever injured; they have again 
raiſed their ſtandards in the continent, and prepare to march again 
through thoſe regions where their victories are yet celebrated, and 

their bravery yet reverenced. The hills of Germany will again 
ſound with the ſhouts of that people who once marched to her de- 


liverance through all the obſtructions that art or power could form 
againſt them, and which broke through the paſs of e 


to rout the armies that were ranged behind it. 
Now it might be expected, my Lords, that at leaſt thoſe who were 


before diſſatisfied, ſhould declare their approbation; for ſurely where 


peace or neutrality is improper, there is nothing left but war. Vet 
experience ſhews us, that men reſolved to blame will never want 


pretences for venting their malignity ; and where nothing but ma- 


lignity is the conſequence of oppoſite meaſures, we muſt neceſſarily 


' conclude, that there is a 150 reſolution to en and that all vin- 
| , dications will be ineffeQual. | ! | 


Some have, indeed, found out 77 middle ht Ae aides 


. ad approbation, and declare, that they think theſe meaſures now 


juſtifiable, becauſe we have proceeded too far to retreat with honour ; 


and that though at firſt a better ſcheme might have been formed, yet 


- this; which has hitherto been purſued, ought not now to be changed. 


I, my Lords, though it is not of very great importance to confute 
an opinion by which the meaſures of the government will not be 


5 cannot forbear to declare myſelf of different ſentiments, 
; 1 0 1 ef, an 4 


— . Ü —— > RL. 


. op. 


4 11 E E AR * x. 207 
and to aſſert, in oppoſition to artful calumnies and TED inveQives, 

that the preſent meaſures were originally right, that they were ſuch 
as prudence would diate, and experience approve, and ſuch as we 
ought again to take, if we have again the power of choice. 
I am, indeed, far from doubting, but theſe meaſures will in a ſhort 
time be juſtified by ſucceſs; a criterion by which, however unjuſtly, 
the greateſt part of mankind will always judge of the conduct of 


their Governors; for it is apparent, my Lords, that howſoever the 


French power, commerce, and wealth, have been exaggerated by 
thoſe that either love or fear them, they will not long be able to ſtand 
againſt us; their funds will in a ſhort time fail them, and their 
armies muſt be diſbanded, when they can no longer be paid, leſt, 
inſtead of OY their a they ſhould be e to 
plunder it. 

The abundance of our c my Bea ns the aſh of our 


commerce, are ſufficiently apparent from the price of our ſtocks; ' | 


which were never before ſupported at the ſame height for ſo long a 
time; and of the fall of which neither an actual war with Spain, nor 
the danger which has been ſuggeſted of another with France, with 
France in the full poſſeſſion of all its boaſted advantages, has yet 
been able to produce any token, Another proof of the exuberance 
of our. riches, and the proſperity of our commerce by which they 
are acquired, is the facility with which the Government can raiſe in 

an inſtant the greateſt ſums, and the low intereſt at which they are 
obtained. If we compare our ftate in this reſpect with that of 
France, the inſuperable difficulties under which they muſt contend 
with us, will ſufficiently diſcover themſelves. It is well known, my 
Lords, that we have lately. raiſed the money which the ſervice of 
each year required, at the intereſt of three for a hundred; nor is it 
likely that there will be any neceſſity of larger intereſt, though our 
annual demands were to be equal to thoſe of the Jaſt war. But the 
French are well known to raiſe the ſums which their exigencies re- 
quire on very different terms, and to have paid ten for a hundred for 


all the money which their late projects have required; projects which 


they cannot purſue long at ſuch enormous expence, and by which 
their eountry muſt in a ſhort time Ew OW even without op- 
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While we can, Wende raiſe three mens for leſs Sh the 


French. can an,” one, and by: conſequence ſupport three regiments i 
X 2 at 


308 .D * 8 A E ON | Les. t : 


dt the foie expencs as one is ſupported in their cane we have 


ſurely no reaſon to dread the W of their ue or to fear 
Aut they will conquer by exhauſting us. 

Thus, my. Lords, I haye delivered my opinion 4 1 I 
impartiality; ;..and ſhall patiently hearken to any objections that ſhall 
priſe againſt it, ſupported by the conſciouſneſs, that a: confutation 
will. only ſhe me, that I have been miſtaken; but will not deprive 
me of the ſatisfaction of reſlecting, that I have not been wanting to 
my country; and that if I have approved. or defended improper mea- 
ſures, Lat leaſt conſulted no other intereſt than that of Britain. 
Lord HER VxX ſpoke next to the following effect: My Lords, 


= Ii is not yithout that concern which:every man ought to feel at the ap- 


.pareptapproagh ofpublic calamities, that J have heard the meaſures which 
: are now the ſubject of our enquiry ſa weakly-.deferided, when their 
vindiscation is e 825 o ce e b Jnhqured with 
: ſo much. addreſs. „ 
be objections which nk upon wk ind: at Os firſt and flighteſt 
vie of our proceedings, are ſuch <as require the eloſeſt attention, 
ſuch as cannot but alarm every man who has ſtudied the intereſt of 
his country, and who-fincerely endeavours to promote it; and there- 
fore it might be hoped, that thoſe who appear to have thought them 
Inſufficient, are able to produce in oppoſition to 1 the * 
arguments, and the cleareſt deductions. 
When we attempt the conſideration of our abs cn, and 
_ enquire by, what means our proſperity may be ſecured, the'firſt re- 
flection that occurs, is, that we are-traders; that all our power is the 
conſequence of our wealth, and. aur wealth the product of our trade. 
It is well known, that trade can only be purſued under the ſecurity 
ꝛ0of peace; that a nation which has a- larger. commerce, muſt make 
| War on diſadvantageous terms againſt one that has leſs; as of two 
FLontiguous gountries, the more e has * © fear ann n. an 
e by its neiglboure 
It is viſible like wiſe to any man who e the Sande of 
N Reitain; that there is no nation by which our trade can in time of 
war be ſa.much, obſtructed. as by France, of which the coaſts are 
: oppoſite ta. ours, and . which can ſend out ſmall veſſels, and ſeize 
our merchants in the. mouths of our harbours, or in the channel of 
which we boaſt the Sovereignty : and all "thoſe who haue heard or 
"nb of the laſt os in which we gained ſo much e and i: 
2g £3 Ut 
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little advantage, know that the privateers of France injured us mere 


than its navies or its armies; and that a thouſand victories on the . 


continent; "where we were only contending for the rights of others, 
were a very ſmall recompence for the obſtruction of our commerce; 
nor can he feel much tenderneſs for mankind, who would purchaſe . 
by the ruin and diſtreſs of a thouſand families, induſtrious and inno- 
cent, the midthetitary W of A e or the idle glare red = ; 


| illumination. 


Vet, my Lords, this nation, böwerel Aeilbus for its commeree, is 
about to engage in a war, in a war with the only ſtate by which 
our commerce can be impaired; it is about to ſupport tiew armics 
on the continent without allies, and without treaſure. 

That we are withbut: treaſure, and that our trade, by which FOR | 
our funds can be ſupplied, has lately been very much diminiſhed, is 
too eaſy to prove in oppoſition to the ſpecious diſplay which the 


noble Lord, HE _ laſt, has been pleaſed to make of the exubg- 8 
rance of our wealth. | 


If the abundance of our riches be ſuch as it has been repraſuicld, 


why are no meaſures formed for the paymerit of the public debts? _ 


of which no man will fay, that they are not in themſelves a cala- 
mity, and the f6urce' of many calamities yet greater; of which it 


cannot be denied, that they multiply dependance by Which our con- 1 


ſtitution may ſornetimes be endangered. Why are thoſe debts not 
only unpaid, but increafed by arinual additions to ſuch a height, that 
the payment of them muſt foon become e and the are 
fink under the burthen !? 4 
That our trade, my Lords, and by as our wealth, is 

of late diminiſhed, may be proved beyond controverſy, even to thoſe” - 
whoſe intereſt it is not to believe it, and upon whom, therefore, it 

eannot be expected, that arguments will have a great effect. The 
produce of the cuſtoms was the laſt year leſs by half a million than 


the mean revenue; and as our cuſtoms muſt always bear a certain 


proportion to trade, we may form an indiſputable! eſtimate from them 


of} its increaſe or its decline. 


The rife of our ſtocks, my Lords, is ſuch a proof of riches, as 


Z dropſical tamours are of health ; it ſhews not the circulation, but 


the ſtagnation of our money z and though it may fatter us with a 
vey N of plenty for a time, wil Pon prove, that it is both 
1 . the 
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the effe& and cauſe of poverty, and will end in weakneſs and 
deſtruction. 

When commerce flouriſhes, when 10 profit i is i and — 
men will employ their money in the exchange of commodities, by 
which greater advantage may be gained, than by putting it into the 
hands of brokers; but when every ſhip is in danger of being inter- 
cepted by privateers, and the inſurer divides the profit of every 
voyage with the merchant, it is natural to chooſe a ſafer, though a 
leſs profitable traffic ; and rather to treaſure money in the funds, than 
expoſe it on the ocean. 

But, my Lords, the winifers themſelves have ſufficiently 3 
their opinion of the ſtate of the national wealth, by the method 
. which they have taken to raiſe thoſe optics: of which they boaſt with 
how great facility they are raiſed. 8 

When they found that new expences 3 new 8 it was 
neceſſary to examine what could be taxed, or upon which part of 
the nation any other burthens could be laid without immediate ruin. 
They turned over the catalogue of all our manufactures, and found, 
that ſcarcely any of the conveniencies, or even the neceſſaries of liſe, 
were without an impoſt. They examined all the claſſes of our 
traders, and readily diſcovered, that the greateſt number of thoſe 
who endeavoured. to ſupport themſelves by honeſt induſtry, were 
ſtruggling with poverty, and ſcarcely able to provide to-day what 
would be neceſſary to-morrow. They ſaw our priſons crouded with 
debtors, and our papers filled with the names of bankrupts, of 
whom many may be 1 to have miſcarried without cj: 
extravagance, or folly, 

They ſaw, therefore, my Lords, that induſtry muſt "IF 80 any 
addition to its load, a conſideration which could afford no proof of 
the abundance of our wealth. They ſaw that our commodities would 
8 be no longer manufactured, if their taxes were increaſed; and 
therefore it was neceſſary to raiſe money by ſome other method, 
fince all thoſe which have been hitherto practiſed were precluded. 

This, my Lords, was no eaſy taſk; but however difficult, it has 
been accompliſhed ; and to thoſe great politicians muſt poſterity be 
indebted for a_new ſcheme of ſupp] ying the expences of a war. 
| In the time of the late miniſtry it Had been obſerved, that drunk- | 
enneſs was become a vice almoſt univerſal among the common 
people; and that as the liquor which they generally drank was ſuch 

: that 


* 


f 
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that they could deſtroy their reaſon by a ſmall quantity, and at a 


ſmall expence, the conſequence of general drunkenneſs was general 


 idleneſs; ſince no man would work any longer than was neceſſary 


to lay him aſleep for the remaining part of the day. They remarked 
likewiſe, that the liquor which they generally drank was to the laſt 
degree pernicious to health, and deſtructive of that corporeal vigour 


by which the buſineſs of life is to be carried on; and a law was 
therefore made, by which it was intended that this ſpecies of de- 


bauchery, ſo peculiarly fatal, ſhould be prevented, | 
Againſt the end of this law no man has hitherto made the. leaſt 


objeRion ; no one has dared to ſignalize himſelf as an open advo- 


cate for vice, or attempted to prove that drunkenneſs was not inju- 
rious to ſociety, and contrary to the true ends of human being. The 
encouragement of wickedneſs of this ſhameful kind, wickedneſs 


equally contemptible and. hateful, was reſerved for the preſent mi- 


niſtry, who are now about to ſupply thoſe funds which they have 
exhauſted by idle projects and romantic expeditions, at the expence 
of health and virtue ; who have diſcovered a method of recruiting. 
armies by the deſtruction of: their fellow ſubjects; and while they 
boaſt themſelves the aſſertors of liberty, are endeavouring to enſlave 
us by the introduction of thoſe vices, which i in all countries, and in 
every age, have made way for deſpotic power. | 


Even this expedient, my Lords, muſt in a ſhort time 5 them; 5 


the products of vice as well as of commerce muſt in time be ex- 
hauſted; and what then will remain ? The honeſt and induſtrious 
muſt feel the weight of ſome new impoſition, which the ſagacity of 
experienced oppreſſion may find means to lay upon them; they will 
then firſt find the benefit of this new law, fince they may, by the 


uſe of thoſe liquors which are indulged them, put a 1 end to 


that life which they made unable to ſupport. 
The means by which the expences of our preſent deſigns are to 


be ſupported, ſuch means, my Lords, as were never yet practiſed by 


any ſtate, however exhauſted, or however endangered, means which 


a wiſe nation would ſcarcely uſe to repel an invader from the capital, 


or to raiſe works to keep off a general inundation, raiſe yet ſtronger 


motions of indignation, when it is conkers for what deſigns theſe 
EXPENCES.Are required. 
We are now, my Lords, raiſing armies, and hiring. auxiliaries, for 


an expedition of which no neceflity can. be diſcovered, and from 
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which nber honour nor advantage can be expilied; we ate About 
to force from the people the laſt remains of their propert „And to 
haraſs with"e&aQions thoſe who: are already lang dining with po. | 
verty; not fot the preſervation of Sur liberty, or tlie defence of: aur 1 
country, but for the ſupport of the Pragmatic c Sanction, for the exe- 5 
cution of à very unjuſt Tetieme formed by the late King, to whith 

he purchaſed: at different times, bn different emergencies, che con- 

currence df other powers; but to which be failed to put the laſt feal 
of confirmation, perhaps in hopes of a male- Beir, a nd left the defign, 
which de Had ſo Jong an8*16 induftriouſly laboured, to be at laſt 
completed by the kindneſs of his allies ; having by an unſucceſsful 
War againſt the Daten exhauſted his treaſure, and weakened his 
_— ĩ te: | 

Whether „ea nod engage 10 W deſign; Gbider we mal, for 
the defence of the! Pragmatle Sanction, begin another war on the 
continent, of which the duration cannôt be determined, the expence 
eſtimated, or the & V nt förèfeen; Whether we Thall contend at once 
with all the Princes öf te Tiouſe of Bburbön, and entangle ourſelves 
in a labyriüth of different ſchemes; 'whethtr'we ſhall provoke France 
to interrupt our commerce, and Invade our colonies, and ſtand 
without the affiſtance of a"ſiftgle ally'agfinſt thoſe powers that lately 
ſet almoſt all Europe at Yehiarive, 75 now to de determined by * | 
Lordſhips. EY - CHEE: 142324 5 . 

It can ſcarcely be expected, that we Frefch will treat us only "0 
auxiliaries, and* ſatisfy themſelves with attacking us only where they 
find themſelves oppoſed by us: they will undoubtedly, my Lords, 
conſider us as principals, ſince ET; can ſuffer little more of de- 
claring war 5 us. pp g 


| which, TOY? opinion, wr uh Ke very. little influence upon us, 
and which have *not” yet been "able, however artfully or Lande 
enforced, to prevail upon "the Ditch to unite with us. 

It has, indeed, beef afferted, that the Dutch appear inclined to : 
aſſiſt us: but of that initiation Rronger Proofs ought furely to be 
produced; before we take aiHAries Tnts'* pay, and tranſport troops 
into another country, which has been ſo often repreſented to have 
been raiſed for the defence of their on, or collect mY. e the 
public T the propagation of — | 


* 


of 


\ 


PE 


Or Rc zbie inelinleish inc Butch 1 am the more doubt- 
ful, becuuſe it is contrafy te The expectations bf Al riankine, Atul 


to the mtaxinis by which they hat genetaßy regulated their conduR, : 


ai ohhh] „„ a kk. 


There have been many late infanices of their patient ſubmiſſion to 


the invaſion of privileges to which they have thought themſelves 


entitled, and of their prefetence of peace, though ſvinietimes pur- 


chaſed with the· loſs of hbni6ur ; or, what 'may be fuppoſed to touch . . 
a Dutchman muen more nearly, of profit, to the devaſtation and 


expence and hazards of war; ind: it can hardly be ſuppoſed by any 
who know their character, that they will be more zealous for the 
rights of othets chan for theft on; or that they will, for the ſupport 


of the Queen ef Hungary, ktifce that ſecurity and tranquillity -. 


which they have'preferred at the expence of their commerce at one 
time, and by patfive ſubiniffion fo inſults at another. 


That-a matioh Mike fhis, my Löfds, will in the quafrel of abochet | 
engage in any but moderate metafiires,' is not to be expected: it is 


not improbable, that they iniy endeavour by embaſies/ and negocia- 


tions to adjuſt the prefent Uiſputes, or offer their mediation to the 


contending powers; but I am very far from imagining, that thex 
will find in themfelves any Tſpoſition't to raife atrnies, or equip fleets, - -- 


that they will endanger the barrier Which has beeti {6 dearly pur- 


chaſed,” or expoſe themſelves td the hazards and terrots of a French - 


war; ard *im, therefbre, irſlined to believe, that if any tendency 
towards ſuch meaſures now appears, it is only the effect of the pre- 
ſent heat of fome vehement declaimers, or the ſecret machination 


of ſome artful projectors among them, who have formied chimerical 
plans of a new ſyſtem” of Europe, and have in their imaginations 


regulated the diſtribution of d6minion and power, or who perhaps 


have diminiſhed their batrimonies by: negligence. : an extravagance, 
and hope to repait them' in times of confuſion, and to glean part of 
that harveſt of treaſure "which the public muſt be obliged to yield in 
time of war. 1 am fill inclined 1 wo believe, that the true intefeſt of 
and that Daly moderate meaſures vill be purſued 55 the general 
council of ths States. : 


Moderate meaſures, my Lords, if not always the moſt honoprable | 


in the opinion of minds vitiated by 1 falſe notions of grandeur, are at 
leaſt always the moſt Tafe ; and are, therefore, eligible at leaſt, till 
me ſcene of affairs R to open, and the ſucceſs of a more 
vigorous 


o 
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vigorous conduct may with ſome degree of certainty wi 8 | 
and it muſt at leaſt be thought imprudent for thoſe to hazard much 
who can gain nothing, and therefore it will not be eaſy to aſſign ay; 
| reaſon that may juſtify our condudt on the Preſent occaſion... 

It is not improbable, my Lords, that thoſe who have now ee 
the direction of our affairs, may be influenced by the general diſap- 
probation which the Britiſh people ſhewed of the pacific conduct of 
the late miniſtry, and may have reſolved. to endeavour after applauſe, 
by ſhewing more ſpirit. and activity. But, my Lords, of two oppoſite 
ſchemes it is not impoſſible that both may be wrong, and that the 
middle way only may be ſafe; nor is it uncommon for thoſe who 
are e ins from one extreme, to ruſh blindly nk, 
| But our miniſtry, my. ZR. have 8 out a e of com- 

alicung errors which none of their. predeceſſors, however ſtig- | 

matized for ignorance and abſurdity, have. hitherto been able to 
| attain; they have been able to reconcile the extremes of folly, and 
to endanger the public intereſt at the ſame time, 15 e and 
romantic temerity. | | . 
No accuſation againſt the late 8 was more general, more 
atrocious, or more adapted to incenſe the people, than that of 
neglecting the war againſt Spain: this was the ſubject of all the in- 
vectives which were vented againſt them in the Senate, or diſperſed 
among the people; for this they were charged with a ſecret confe- 
deracy againſt their country, with diſregard. of its commerce and its. 
arms, and with a deſign to ruin the nation for no other end than to 
puniſh the merchants. | | 

To this accuſation, my 5 Aligentiy ee . 
lingly received, and, to confeſs the truth, confirmed by. 
ſome appearances, do thoſe owe their power, who now preſide 
over the affairs of the nation; and it might, therefore, have been 
hoped, that by their promotion, one of our grievances would have 
been taken away, and that at leaſt the war againſt Fon: would have 
been vigorouſly proſecuted. 
But this miniſtry, my Lords, have only furniſhed a new > inflance 
of the credulity of mankind, of the deluſion of outward appearances, 
and of the folly of hoping with too great ardour for any event, and 
of truſting any man with too great confidence, No ſooner were 
| Bey poſſeſſed of the PO to which their ambition had ſo long aſpired, 
and 


But what meaſures have been taken to repair our loſſes, or to regain 
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and of the ſalaries which had with ſo much eagerneſs been coveted 
by their avarice, than they forgot the complaints of the merchants, 
the value of commerce, the honour of the Britiſh flag, the danger 


of our American territories, and the great importance of the war 


with Spain, and contented themſelves with ordering convoys for our 
merchants, inſtead of rie the enemy by whom Aid are 5 


_ moleſted. 


The fleets which are floating from one coaſt to —_ in the | 


Mediterranean, and which ſometimes ſtrike terror into the harm- 


leſs inhabitants of an open coaſt, or threaten, but only threaten, 
deſtruction to an unfortified town, I am very far from conſidering as 
armaments fitted out againſt the Spaniards, who neither feel nor fear 
any great injury from them: their trade may be, indeed, ſomewhat 


impeded ; but that inconvenience is amply compenſated by their de- 


predations upon our merchants : their navies may be confined to 
their own ports, or to thoſe of France; but theſe navies are not 
very neceſſary to them, ſince they are not ſufficiently powerful to 
oppoſe us on the ocean; and therefore they who are thus confinedy 
ſuffer leſs than thoſe who confine them. We have, indeed, the 
empty pleaſure. of ſeeing ourſelves Lords of the ſea, and of ſhaking 
the coaſts with vollies of our cannon ; but we purchaſe the triumph 
at a very high price, and ſhall find ourſelves in time weakened by a 
uſeleſs oſtentation of ſuperiority, . | 97765 

The only parts of the Spaniſh dominions in which a can re 


ceive any hurt from our forces, are thoſe countries which they poſſeſs 


in America, and from which they receive the gold and filver which 
inflame their pride, and incite them to inſult nations more powerful 
than themſelves. By ſeizing any part of thoſe wealthy regions, we 
ſhall ſtop the fountain of their treaſure, reduce them to immediate 
penury, and compel them to ſolicit peace A: any nee that 
we ſhall condeſcend to offer them. fy 
The neceſſity of invading theſe Sante. my Lards, was per- 
fectly underſtood, and very diſtinctly explained, when the forces 
deſtined for that expedition were delayed, and when the attempt at Car- 
thagena miſcarried; nothing was more pathetical than the complaints 
of the patriots, who ſpared no labour to inform either the Senate or 
the nation of the advantages which ſucceſs would have procured. 


Our 


* 
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Sur honour; or what new ſchemes have been ormet ied Tor mking 1 
attack more forcible upon ſome weaker part? | 

Every one can remember, that the EE of that etitiffirize 
was imputed not to its difficulty, nor to the courage of the Spaniards, 
nor to the ſtrength of their works, but to the unſkilfulneſs of our 
officers, and the impropriety of the ſeaſon ; and it was; therefore; 
without doubt thought not impoſſible to dick the Spaniſh colonies 
with ſucceſs; but why then, my Lords, have they hitherto ſuffered 
the Spaittards to diſcipline their troops, and ſtrengthen their works at 
leiſure, that at fength they may ſecurely ſet us at goa _—_ 1 


der our merchants without fear of vengeance? 


Thus, my Lords, has our real intereſt been neglected in — 
not of any other ſcheme of equal advantage, but of the empty title 
df the atbiters of Europe; we have ſuffered our trade to be deſtroyed, 
and our couritry impoveriſhed for the ſake of holding the balance of 4 
power ; that variable balance, in which folly and ambition are perpe- 
tually changing the weights, and-which neither os he nor e 


ä could yet preſerve ſteady for a ſingle year. 


In the proſecution of this idle ſcheme, we are about to vice al 
the maxims of wiſdom, and perhaps of juſtice; we are about to 


' &ftroy the end by the means which we make uſe of to promote it, 


to endanger our country more by attempting to hinder the changes 
which are projected in Europe, than their accompliſhment will en- 
danger it; and to deliver up ourſelves to e before tHe - makes 


any demand of ſubmiſſion from us. 


If any excuſe could be made for expoiticns 4 fo Vkely. to end in 
ruin, it muſt be that juſtice required them; and that if we ſuffer, we 


at leaſt ſuffer in ſupport of right, and in an honeſt endeavour to 


promote the execution of the great laws of moral equity; that if we 


fail of ſucceſs; we ſhall always have the conſolation of having meant 
n and of having deſerved thoſe victories which we could not gain. 


But, upon an impartial ſurvey of the cauſe in which we are going 
to engage, and on which we are about to hazard our own happi- 
neſs, and that of our poſterity, I can diſcover no ſuch apparent juſtice 
on the ſide of the Queen of Hungary, as ought to incite diſtant na- 
tions to eſpouſe her quarrel; to raiſe armies in her favour, to con- 


 fider her cauſe as that of human nature, and to proſecute thoſe that 


"_ her * as the enemies of FOO ſoeiet xp 
ee 


— 
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| The-Pragmatic Sanction, my Lords, by which: ſhe claims all the 
© hereditary. dominions of her family, cannot change the nature of richt 
and wrong, nor invalidate any claim before ſubſiſting, unleſs by the 
conſent of the prince by whom it was made. The EleQor of Bavaria 
may therefore urge in his own defence, that by the elder ſiſter he has 
a clear and- indiſputable right, a right from which he never receded, 

as he never concurred in the Pragmatic Sanction; he may therefore 
charge this illuſtrious princeſs, for whom ſo many. troops are raiſed, 
and for whom ſo much blood is about to be ſhed, with uſurpation, 
with detention of the dominions of other potentates, 0 with an 2 
obſtinate aſſertion of a falſe title. 

| That the Pragmatic SanQion i is generally anderſignd to 1 voinſ, 
appears ſufficiently from the conduct of thoſe powers. who, though 
engaged by ſolema ſtipulations to ſupport it, yet look uncancerned 
on the violation of it, and appear convinced, that the- princes -wha 
are now dividing among themſelves the Auſtrian dominions, pro- 
duce claims which cannot be oppoſed without a manifel diſregard of 
E | 

The pretenſions of theſe orincen ought indeed to hav been more 
attentively conſidered, when this guaranty was firſt demanded; for 
it is evident, that either no ſuch compact ought to have been e 

or that it ought now to be obſerved; and that theſe who naw juſtify 
the neglect of it, by urging its injuſtice, ought to have refuſed. ac 
ceſfion' to it for the ſame reaſon. But it is probable, that they will 
urge in their defence, what cannot eaſily be confuted, that their con 
ſent was obtained by miſrepreſentations; ; and that he who has pro- 
miſed to do any thing on the ſuppoſition that it is right, is not bound 
by that promiſe, when he has diſcovered it to be wrong. 

But though juſtice may, my Lords, be pretended, I am far from 
8 that policy has in reality ſupplied the motives upon which 
theſe powers proceed. Since the world is evidently governed more 
by intereſt than virtue, I think it not unreaſonable to imagine, that 

they form their meaſures according to their own expectations of ad- 

vantage; and as I do not believe our countrymen diſtinguiſhed from 
the reſt of -mankind by any peculiar diſregard of themſelves, it may 
not be improper to examine, even in this place, whether by reſtoring 
the Houſe of Auſtria to its ancient greatneſs, we ſhall promote our 
own happineſs, or that of the empire, or of the reſt of Europe. 


, 


318 pd EB ATE ON ſees; 12 
e eatelves; my Lords, I do not ſee what aſſiſtance can be given 


in time of danger by this Houſe, however powerful, or however 
friendly; for I ſuppoſe we ſhall never ſuffer it to grow powerful by 


ſea as well as by land, ages 95 ſea only e can we receive benefits or 


. in | 


What advantages the reſt of Europe may Sr themſelves from 
the reſtoration of the Auſtrian power, may be learned, my Lords, 
from the hiſtory of the great Emperor Charles the Fifth, who for 
many years kept the world in continual alarms, ranged from nation 


to nation with inceſſant and inſatiable ambition, made war only for 


the extinction of the Proteſtant religion, and employed his power and 


his abilities in haraſſing the ne ee and be the 
tranquillity of mankind. 


Nor did his ſucceſſors, my Lords, though weakened by the diviſion 
of his dominions, enjoy their power with greater moderation, or 
exert it to better purpoſes. It is well known, that they endeavoured 


the ſubverſion of both the liberties and religion of the ſubordinate 


ſtates of the empire, and that the great King of Sweden was called 
into Germany, as well for the preſervation' of the Ser ure 
as of the rights of the electors. 

This, my Lords, is ſo generally known and confeſſed, that Puffen- 


dorf, the beſt writer on the German conſtitution, has declared it 


diſadvantageous to the empire to place at its head a prince too power- 


ful by his hereditary dominions, finee they will always furniſh him 


with force to oppreſs the weaker princes; and it is not often found, 
that he who has 5 power to en is 5 reftfained wy arge are 1 c 


| juſtice, 


It appears therefore to me, my' lag that the late election of an 


Emperor was made with ſufficient regard to the general good; and 


that therefore neither policy nor equity oblige us to act in a manner 
different from the other powers who are joined in the ſame engage- 


ments, of whom I do not learn by any of the common channels of 


intelligence, that any of them intend the ſupport of the Pragmatic 
Sanction: for no newſpaper or pamphlet has yet informed us, that 
any of the other powers are hiring auxiliaries, or regulating the march 


of their troops, or making any uncommon preparations, which may 


foretoken an expedition againft the Emperor or his allies. 
Yet, my Lords, they are not reſtrained from attacking the Emperor 


by ſo ſtrong 1 as may be made to the preſent deſign ; for 


they 
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they owe him no obedience as their Sovereign, nor have contributed 
to the acquiſition of his honours; they have not, like his Majeſty, 
given their votes for his exaltation to the imperial ſeat, nor have 


acknowledged his right by granting him an aid. They might, there- 


fore, without charge of diſloyalty or inconſiſtency, endeavour to de- 


throne him; but how his Majeſty can engage in any ſuch deſign, 

after having zealouſly promoted his advancement, and confirmed his 

election by the uſual acknowledgment, I am not able to underftand. 
It is evident, that the King of Pruſſia believes himſelf reſtrained 

by his own acts, and thinks it abſurd to fight againſt an Emperot 
who obtained the throne by his choice; he therefore has, with his 
uſual wiſdom, refuſed to engage in the confederacy, nor have either 
promiſes or conceſſions been able to obtain more from hint than a 
bare neutrality. 

Whether indeed any more thai a n be ee even by 
this pompous armament, for which we are now required to provide, 
J may be allowed to doubt; ſince the troops that are hired at ſo high 
a rate are ſuch as cannot act againſt the enemies of the Queen of 
Hungary, without breach of the imperial conſtitutions. 

It has been already juſtly obſerved in this debate, that when the 


Emperor has obtained from the Diet an aid of fifty months, that act 


is conſidered as an authentic recognition of his title; nor can any 
of the German princes afterwards make war againſt him, without 
ſubjecting his dominions to the ae interdict, and —_— the pri- 
vileges of his ſovereignty, 

That the preſent Emperor has already FOOT this. — 
ment, and been confeſſed by his Majeſty, as Elector of Hanover, to 
be legally inveſted with the imperial dignity; is well known; and 
therefore I cannot, by any method of reaſoning diſcover, nor have 
yet found any man able to inform me, why the troops of Hanover 
are choſen before thoſe of any other nation, for a deſign which they 
cannot execute without ruining their Sovereign if they fail; and 
infringing the conſtitution of the Mts if 1 ſhould owes to 
ſucceed? TRA 

I ſhould therefore ink 28 that the afliſtance of the Queen 
of UI ungary was only pretended, and that the forces were only de- 
ſigned to breathe the air of the continent, and to difplay their ſcarlet 


at the expence of Britain, had not the noble Lord who ſpoke third 
in _ debate informed us, chat they wilk in reality march into Ger- 
5 many ; 
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many a Abbes; my Lords, E . IO and danger- 


01S, that though I cannat doubt it aſter ſuch aſſurances, I ſhould not 
baue believed it on any other; a deſign ayhich I hope every man 


who regards the welfare of this kingdem will indeſatigably oppbſe, 


and which every Briton muſt ain thus Spring ne may 


Ane. N "br 
To ſend an army eee my e is to mw .our native 
country without neceflity, without temptation, without proſpect or 


poſſibility of advantage; it is to engage in a quarrel which has no 


relatign to our dominions, or rights, or commerce; a quarrel from 
- which, however it be decided, We can neither hope for any increaſe 


of our wealth, our force, or our · influence; but which may involve 


us in a war without end, ig which it - will be difficult to obtain the 
victory, and in which we muſt yet either conquer or be undone. 

_ ,. Surely, my Lords, an expedition like this was never undertaken 

defoxe, without conſulting the Senate, and declaring the motives on 


which it was deſigned: ſurely never. was any ſupply of this nature 


demanded, without ſome previous diſcoveries to this Houſe of the 


importance of the ſervice for which they were required to provide. 
On this oecaſion, my Lords; all the councils of the government are 


| covered by a cloud of affected ſecrecy, nor is any knowledge of our 
affairs to be gained, but from papers which are not to be regarded 
dere, the printed votes of the other Houſe, - - 


1 am always, my Lords, inclined. to ſuſpe& unuſual ſecrecy,” and 


to imagine, that men either conceal their meaſures, becauſe they can- 


not defend them; or affect an appearance. of consealing them, when 
in reality they have yet projected nothing, and draw the veil with un- 


common care, only leſt it. ſnould be diſcovered that there is nothing 


behind it; as when palaces are ſhewn, Bw Oe won are 
empty, are carefully locked up. © : .. [op 


To confeſs. my opinion without reſerve, 10 am not ſo much inclined 


to believe, that our miniſters deſigns are bad, as that they deſign 
nothing; and ſuſpect that this mighty- army, ſo laviſhly paid, and 


* 


collected from ſuch diſtant parts, is to regulate its motions by ac- 


cident, and to wait without action, till ſome. change in the ſtate 
of Europe thall make it more e ag: our ee to form. their 


ſcheme. 


I hope, e that ths ſome et mote ebene than we 


have at preſent * to our _—_ expedition will be re- 


tarded, 
. 
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tarded, till our miniſters ſhall awaken from their preſent dream of 
delivering Europe from the French ambition, and of reſtoring the 


ancient greatneſs of the Houſe of Auſtria. I hope every day, as it 


adds to their experience, will diminiſh that. ardour which i is generally 
the effect of imperfect views, which is commonly raiſed by partial 
conſiderations, and ends in inconſiderate undertakings. 1 hope they 
will in time think it no advantage to their fellow- ſuiects to be 
doomed to fight the battles of other nations, and to be called out 
into every field, where they ſhall happen ta hear that blood is to be 
| med. L hope they a. be FANG, that the only 1 of Büren is 


« 
1412 


a eke be the un or reg of the gent on * con- | 


tinent; that none but naval power can endanger our lafety, and that 


it is not neceſſary for us to enquire, how foreign territories are 
diſtributed, what family approaches to its extinction, or where a ſuc- 
ceſſor will be found to any other crown than that of Britain, 

If theſe maxims were once generally underſtood, from how much 
perplexity. would our counſels be ſet free? how many thouſands of 
our fellow-ſubjedts would be preſerved from laughter ? and how 
much would our wealth be increaſed, by faving thoſe ſums which are 


"nd 8 3 ae 4 ? Had theſe principles] been received by 
our forefathers, we might now have given laws to the world, and 


perhaps our poſterity will with equal reaſon lay, How happy, how 


great, and formidable they ſhould have been, had not we attempted 


to fix and to hold the balance of power, and neglected t the intereſt of 
our country for the preſervation of the Houſe of Auſtria !.. © 
Thus, my Lords, I have endeavoured to explain and enforce my 
opinion of the meaſures in_which our miniſters have engaged the 
nation; and hope, that I all not be accuſed « of being ipfluenced i in 
my determinations by perſonal prejudices, nor gf, haying changed my 
opinions with regard to public, affairs, in conſequence of any change 
of the perſons by whom they are conducted. For if my ſentiments 


have ever been thought important enough to be retained i in memory, 


I can, with the utmoſt confidence, appeal to all thoſe who can recol- 
lect what I have formerly faid, when the re-eſtabliſhment of the 
Houſe of Auſtria was the ſubject of our conſultations; 3 and defy t the 
moſt tigorous and attentive examiner of my gonduct, to proye, t that 
chere ener was a fine, in, which ee it negeife 

Not. 1, 
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for the Britiſh nation to be entangled in diſputes on the continent, 
or to employ her arms in CO IE the ere of nen 
powers. 

I was always of opinion, my Bade that peace is the: moſt eligible 
* ate, and that the eaſe of ſecurity is to be preferred to the honour of 
; victory. I always thought peace particularly neceſſary to a trading 
people; and as I have yet found no reaſon to alter my ſentiments, 
and as auxiliaries cannot be of any uſe but in time of war, I ſhall en- 
deavour to promote peace by joining in the motion. 


'Lord*CHoLMONDELEY ſpoke to this effect: My 11 Not- 


withſtanding the atrocious charges which have been urged. with fo 
much vehemence againſt the miniſtry ; notwithſtanding the folly 
and abſurdity which ſome Lords have imagined themſelves to have 
diſcovered i in the preſent meaſures, I cannot yet prevail upon myſelf, 
whatever may be my veneration for their integrity, or my confidence 
in their abilities, to approve the motion | for which _ lo ply 
contend, | | 

To comply with this motion, my Lads would be, in my opinion, 
to betray the general cauſe of mankind, to interrupt the ſucceſs of 
the aſſerters of liberty, to give up all the continent at once to the 
Houſe of Bourbon, to defeat all the meaſures of our- anceſtors and 


ourſelves, and to invite the oppreſſors of mankind to extend their 


claims of univerſal dominion to the iſland of Britain. 

Of the meaſures which we are now to conſider, I think the defence 
at once obvious and unanſwerable; and ſhould adviſe, that inſtead of 
exerting an uſeleſs ſagacity in uncertain conjectures on future events, 
80 diſplaying unſeaſonable knowledge by the citation of authorities, 
or the recollection of ancient facts, every Lord ſhould attentively 
compare the ſtate into which Europe was reduced ſoon after the death 
of the late Emperor, with that in which it now appears; and enquire 
fo what cauſes ſuch ſudden and important changes are to be aſcribed. 
He will then eaſily diſcover the efficacy of the Britiſh meaſures; and 


be convinced; that nothing has been omitted which the intere® of this 


nation required. | 

When 1 hear i it aſked by the noble ids: What effects 3 1 
produced by our armaments and expences ? For what end auxiliaries 
are hired, and, why our armies are tranſported into F landers? I can- 
not but ſuſpect, my Lords, that this affeQation of ignorance is only 
** to irritate their opponents; that 155 ſuppreſs facts with 
N which 
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which they are well acquainted, only that they may have an oppor- 
tunity of giying vent to their paſſions, of diſplaying their imagination 
in artful reproaches, and exerciſing their eloquence in ſplendid decla- 
mations. I believe they hide what they know where to find, only 
to oblige others to the labour of producing it; and aſk queſtions, 
not becauſe they want or deſire information, but becauſe they hope 
to weary thoſe whoſe ſtations condemn den to the taſk of en . 
them. 2045 

The ated; my Leeds which the e affſtance given- 15 us to the 
Queen of Hungary have already produced, are the recovery of one 
kingdom, and the ſafety of the reſt; the excluſion of the Spaniards 
from Italy on the one part, and on the other the confinement of them 
in it, without either the ſupplies for war, or the neceſſaries of life. 
Theſe, my Lords, are ſurely great advantages; but theſe are not 
the greateſt which we have reaſon to hope. Our vigour and reſolu- 
tion have at laſt animated the Dutch to ſuſpend for a time their atten- 
tion to trade and money, and to conſider what they ſeldom much 
regard, the ſtate of other nations; the moſt rich and powerful of their 
provinces have already determined to concur in the re- eſtabliſnment 
of the Houſe of Auſtria; and if the approbation of the reſt be neceſ- 
ſary, it is likely to be obtained by the ſame method of proceeding, 

Thus, my Lords, we have a proſpect of doing that which the 
miniſters of Queen Anne, whoſe fidelity, wiſdom, and addreſs, have 
been ſo often and ſo invidiouſly commended, thought their greateſt 
honour, and the ſtrongeſt proof of their abilities. We may ſoon 
form another coufederacy againſt the Houſe of Bourbon, at a time 
when Louis XIV. is not at its head, at a time when it is exhaufted 
by expenſive projects; and when, re e it cannot make the ſame 
reſiſtance as when it was before attacked. ts 

By purſuing the ſcheme which is now > Gp with Readineſs 
and ardour, we may perhaps re- inſtate all thoſe nations in their liber 
ties, whom cowardice, or negligence, or credulity have, during the 
laſt century, delivered up to the ambition of France: we may con- 
fine that ſwelling monarchy, which has from year to year torn down 
the boundaries of its neighbours, within its ancient limits, and dif- 
able it for ages from giving any new alarms to mankind, and from 
making any other efforts for the acquiſition of univerſal dominion z 
we may re-eſtabliſh the: Houſe of Auſtria as the great barrier of the 


yorld, by which it is preſerved on one part from being laid waſte by 
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the barbarity of the Turks, and on the other from being een by 
ene tyrants, and over - run by the ambition of France. 401 
Elevated with ſuch ſucceſs, and encomayed. by ſuch ode, we 


dught ſurely, my Lords, to preſs forward in'a path, where we have 


hitherto found no difficulties, and which leads directly to folid peace 
and happineſs, which no dangers or terrors can hereafter interrupt: 


we ought, inſtead of relaxing, to redouble our efforts; and to re- 


member, that by exerting all our ſtrength and all our influence for a 


| Hort time, we ſhall not only ſecure ourſelves and our poſterity from 


inſolence and oppreſſion, but ſhall eſtabliſh. the tranquillity of the 
world, and promote the general felicity of the human ſpecies. 

For theſe great purpoſes, my Lords, are thoſe auxiliaries retained, 
of which ſome Lords now require the diſmiſſion, and thoſe armies 
tranſported, which part of the nation is by falſe reports inclined to 


recal; but IJ hope that ſuch unreaſonable demands will not be grati- 


fied, and that the faith of treaties, the ties of friendſhip, the call of 
juſtice, and the expectations of our allies, will eaſily prevail upon 
your Lordſhips to "—_— the murmurs of Os and bee eee 
F > 17 0 nponcd 24 * 

Lord BArRH rerlied to the following effect i, bend 421 am 
far from thinking, that my advice or opinion can be af any uſe in 
this illuſtrious Aſſembly, I ſhould have liſtened in ſilence ta this de- 
bate, important as it. is, had I not thought it my duty to defend here 
what L approved in the council z and conſidered it as an act of cowar- 
dice and meanneſs to fall paſſively down the ſtream of popularity, and 


to ſuffer my reaſon and my integrity to be overborne by the noiſe of 


vulgar clamours, which have been raiſed againſt the meaſures of the 
government by the low arts of exaggeration, fallacious reaſonings, 
and partial repreſentations. It is nat without concern, my Lords, 


that even in this Houſe I obſerve ſome inclination to gratify the preju- 


dices of the people, and to confirm them in their contempt of the 
foreign troops, by the poor artifice of contemptuous language. To 
diſpute about words, is indeed feldom uſeful; and when queſtiont 
ſo weighty as theſe are before us, may be juſtly cenſured as improper. 

I ſhall therefore only obſerve, that the term mercenaries, which is in 


the motion applied to the forces of Hanover, ſeems deſigned rather 


to affect the paſſions than influence the reaſon, and intended only to 
0 wp ponies which cannot be juſti ed. l: «i: ien 242T Nen 5 
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dy But it is far more neceſſary, my Lords, to conſider upon what 

5 motives the troops of Hanover were hired, than by what denomina- 
re | tion they may moſt properly be called; and therefore I ſhall endea- 
ve your to explain the reaſons which; induced the miniſtry to retain them, 

ce and which, I ſuppoſe, have INE vpon. een to provide 

t: for their ſupport. 

e- It has been aſked, _ 0 in of 3 were > to 


4 thoſe of any other nation? And it has been inſinuated, that our de- 
= termination was influenced by motives very diiterent from that regard 
he which every Briton owes to the intereſt of his native country. But 
8 to this imputation, however ſpecious and however popular, it may be 
d, with great ſecurity replied, that there was no preference, becauſe there 
es was no choice; that there was à neceſſity for hiring troops, and that 
to no other troops were to be obtained; and whoever ſhall endeavour. to 
i. invalidate this defence, muſt engage in an undertaking of which I can 
of boldly affirm, that he will find it very difficult. He muſt thew what. 
25 power would have been able or willing to have furniſhed. us with 
es troops on this occaſion; and I am confident, that whoever ſhall with 

b this deſign take a deliberate ſurvey of the ſeveral kingdoms and Kates 
_ of Europe, will find, that there is no other prince to whom we could 
* have applied on this occaſion, without greater inconveniencies than 
5 can reaſonably: be feared from the preſent ſtipulation with Hanover. 
oy T be teaſons indeed, for which this ſtipulation was made, appeared 


a ſo ſtrong, when it was conſidered in the council, that it was,unanj- 
moufly determined neceſſary; nor was the concluſion haſtily made 
of in an aſſembly of particular perſons, who might be ſuſpected of 
favouring it from private views, and of being convened -on- purpoſe 
8 0 put it in execution : it was debated by a great number with great | 
* ſolemnity; nor can any man ſay, that he only yielded to what he found 
it in vain to oppoſe; for the conſent given was not a tacit acquieſ- 
eence, but a verbal approbation. So far was this part of our mea- 
ſures from being the advice of any ſingle man, or tranſacted with that 
* Sheicoss ſevreey whicivis the uſual refuge of bad deſigus. 
It has been aſſerted like wiſe, my Lords, and with much greater 
appearance of juſtice, that this whole deſign has been formed and 
eonducted without the concurrence or approbation of the Senate; 
and that therefore it can be conſidered only as a private ſcheme to be 
executed at che public expence, as a plan formed by the miniſtry ta 
8 85 or N themſelves at the bagard of the nation. 
& 4 But 
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But even this, my Lords, is a miſrepreſentation, though a miſ- 
| tar more artful, and more difficult to defeat; becauſe, in : 
order to the juſtification of our meaſures, it is neceflary to take a 
review of paſt tranſactions, and to conſider what was eee 
implied by former determinations of the Senate. 1 
The period, my Lords, to which this conſideration will neceſſarily 
carry us back, is the time at which, after the late tedious war, a peace 
was, on whatever terms, concluded with France. It is well known, 
that the confederates demanded, among other advantages, a ceſſion 
of that part of Flanders, which had been for many years in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of Spain, and which opened a way by which the ambition of 
the Houſe of Bourbon might make inroads at pleaſure into the do- 
" minions of either the Auſtrians or Dutch. This they were imme. 
diately intereſted in preventing; and as we knew the neceſſity of 
: preſerving the equipoiſe of power, we likewiſe were remotely engaged 
to promote any meaſures by which jt might be ſecured,” In this de- 
* mind, therefore, all the confederate powers naturally united, and by 
their united influence enforced compliance. But though it was eaſy 
85 with no great profundity of political knowledge to diſcover from 
0 whom theſe provinces ſhould be taken away, to whom they ſhould 
be given, was a queſtion of more difficulty ; ; ſince they might add to 
the power that had opportunities of improving them, ſuch an increaſe 
of commerce and wealth as might defeat the end for which they were 
' demanded, and deſtroy the balance of power, by transferring too 
much weight into another ſcale: And mankind has learned, my 
Lords, by experience, that exorbitant power will always produce 
exorbitant pride; that very few, when they can oppreſs with ſecurity, 
will be contained within the bounds of equity by the reſtraints of 
morality or of religion; and that therefore the only method of eſta- 
bliſhing a laſting peace is to divide power ſo equally, that no party 
may have any certain 1 proſpact of e by eee war 0 
another. 
- For this cinta my "Lops it was afparently contrary t to our in- 
- tereſt to grant thoſe provinces to thoſe to whom by their ſituation 
they might have been moſt uſeful. Such countries, and ſuch manu- 
factures in the hands of a people verſed perhaps beyond all others, 
both in the ſcience and the ſtratagems of trade, and always watchful 
to improve every opportunity of increaſing their riches, would have 
enabled them in a ſhort time to purchaſe an intereſt in the councils 
oe EE Ls of 
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of all the monarchs of the world, to have maintained fleets that 
might have covered the ocean, and to have obtained that univerſal 


dominion to which the French have ſo long aſpifed, and which, it is 


perhaps more for the intereſt of mankind, that if ſlavery cannot be 
prevented, they ſhould obtain, as they would perhaps uſe their derer 


| with more generoſity. 


The ſame reaſon, my Lords, naturally made the Dutch angling 


to put theſe provinces in the hands of Britain; for we likewiſe make 


a profeſſion of trade, though we do not purſue it with the ſame 
ardour, or to confeſs the truth, with the ſame ſucceſs : It was not 
however to be imagined, that there would not be found among us 
ſome men of ſagacity to diſcern, and of induſtry to improve the op- 
portunities which the new dominions would have put into our hands 
of vending our manufactures in parts, where at preſent they are very 


| little known. Nor was this the only danger to be feared from ſuch 


an increaſe of dominion: The Dutch have not yet forgotten, that 
though we at firſt reſcued them from ſlavery, patronized the infancy 
of their ſtate, and continued our guardianſhip, till it was grown up 


to maturity, and enabled to ſupport itſelf by its own ſtrength, yet we 


afterwards made very vigorous attempts to reduce it to its original 
weakneſs, and to ſink it into pupillage again ; that we attempted to 
invade the moſt eſſential part of its rights, and to preſcribe the num- 
ber of ſhips that it ſhould maintain. They know likewiſe, my Lords, 
that by the natural rotation of human affairs, the ſame counſels may 
in ſome future reign be again purſued, or that ſome unavoidable con- 
flict of intereſt may produce a conteſt that can be decided only by the 
ſword; and then it may eaſily be perceived, how much they would 
be endangered by the neighbourhood of Britiſh garriſons, and of 
countries, where we might maintain numerous armies at a very _ 
ſmall expence, It is therefore no ſubje& of wonder, that a nation 
much leſs ſubtile than the Dutch ſhould find out how much it was 
their intereſt, that we ſhould be confined within the limits of our 
own. iſland; and that we ſhould not have it in our power to attack 


them with armies as well as fleets, and at once to obſtruct their 


commerce and invade.their country. | | 
There remained, therefore, my Lords, no power _ the, — 


peror to whom theſe provinces could be conſigned. and to him, 
therefore, they were given, but given only in truſt for the joint ad- 


vantage of the whole confederacy; ; he indeed enjoys their revenues | 
Y 4 on 
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on condition, that he hall ſupport the garriſons neceſſary to their de- 
fence ; but he cannot transfer them to any other power, of alienats 


them to the detriment of thoſe er whis a e wo AC- | 


n them. 

It may not be Toke, my Lords, to obſerve, Eur on uns 269 
tract depends the juſtice of our conduct with regard to the aner, y 
| eſtabliſhed at Oſtend for carrying on a trade to the Eaſt Indies 
Theſe Provinces were granted to the Confederate Powers, and con- 
figned to the Emperor to be enjoyed by him for the common benefit: 
Ir was, therefore, plainly intended by? this Gena, 'ehit he! mou 
to the detriment of thoſe powers by whoſe eit he noone them ; nor 
| could it be ſuppoſed, that the Dutch and Britains debarred each other 
froth thoſe opportunities of den ny to enable the rg goon to m 
them both, 

The towns, therefore, my Lords, were at this time So 
by the Senate to be 'the general property of all the Confederate 
Powers, acquired by their united arms, and to be preſerved for their 
common advantage, as the pledge of peace, and the palladium of 
Europe. If, therefore, it ſhould at any time happen, that they 
ſhould be endangered either by the weakneſs or neglect of any one 
of thoſe powers, the reſt are to exert their right, and endeavour their 


preſervation and ſecurity z nor is there any new ſtipulation or law 


neceſſary for this; fince with reſpect to the Confederates it is implied 
in the original ſtipulation, and with regard to che Senate of Britain, 
in the approbation which was beſtowed upon that contract, when it 
was made, 

Tue time, my Lords, i in which Vis uno right is to de exerted 
is 'now arrived; the Queen of Hungary invaded in her hereditary 
dominions, wo preſſed on every ſide by a general combination of 
almoſt all the ſurrounding Princes, declares herſelf no longer able to 


luppert the garrifons of ile barrier, and informs us, chat ine intends 


to regal her Her troops for the defefice of their own country. What 
men is mere apparent, my Lords, than that elther theſe towns nruſt 
fall again into the hands of the Ffench, and that we ſhall de obliged 
to recoyer them, if they can ever be recovered, at the expence of 
another ten years war, or that either we or the Ditch miſt ſend 
troops to ſupply the place of cheſe which the ee of their area 
reign oblige her to withdraw. a 835 


2 


That 
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That the totyns of Flanders ſhould be reſigned gratuitouſly to 
W that the enemies of mankind ſhould be put in poſſeſſion of the 
ſtrongeſt bulwarks in the world, ſurrounded by fields and paſtures 
able to maintain their garriſons without expence, will not be pro- 
poſed by any of this Aſſembly. But it may eaſily and naturally be 
objected, that the Dutch ought to garriſon theſe towns as more 
nearly intereſted in their preſervation, and more commodiouſly ſitu- 
ated for their defence ; nor can it be, indeed, denied, that the Dutch 
may be juſtly cenſured for their negle&, as they appear to leave the 
common-cauſe to our protection, and to prefer their commerce and 
their eaſe to their own ſafety and the happineſs of the world. 15 
This, my Lords, has been very warmly aſſerted in their on 
Aſſemblies, nor have there been wanting men of ſpirit and integrity 
amongſt them who have deſpiſed the gold and promiſes, and detected 
the artifices of France; who have endeavoured by all the arts of argu- 
ment and perſuaſion to rouſe their countrymen to remembrance of 
their former danger, and to an enquiry into their real intereſt; who 
have adviſed the levy of new forces, and the eſtabliſhment of a new 
_ Confederacy; who have called upon tlie ſtate to face danger while it 
is yet diftant, and to fecure their own country by pouring their 
garriſons" into the towns and Citadels 2 which their frontiers are 
protect. e oh 

If their arguments, however jut, have not yet Abbe their wok | 
it is to be imputed to the conſtitution embarraſſed by the combination 
of different intereſts, which muſt be reconciled, before any reſolution 
can be formed; a ſingle town, my Lords, can by refuſing its conſent 
put a ſtand to the moſt neceflary deſigns, and it is eaſily to be ima- 
gined, chat by a monarch equally crafty and rich, a fiogle town may 
yr ming bribed into meaſures contrary to the public intereſt. 

But, my Lords, the negligence of the Dutch is a motive which 
mo to theite us to vigour and diſpatch; Hince it is not for the 
fake of the Dutch but curſelves, that we 'defire the ſuppreſſion of 
France. If the Dutch are at length convinced of the eaſe of ſlavery, 
and think liberty no longer worth the labour of preſerving it, if they 
are tired with the tafk' of labouring for the happineſs of others, and 
have forfaken the ſtand on which they were placed, as the general 
watch of the world, to indulge thiemſelves in tranquillity and ſlumber, 
let not us, my Lords, give way to the fame infatuation ; let not us 
eg ts en the deluge that rolls towards un tin it has ad- 


vanced 
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vanced too far to be reſiſted. Let us remember, that we are to owe 
our preſervation only to ourſelves, and redouble our efforts in propor- 
tion as others neglect their duty. Let us ſhew mankind, that we 
are neither afraid to ſtand up alone in defence of juſtice and of free- 
dom, nor _— to maintain the cauſe that we have uae oken 
to aſſert, 1 
- But if it mould be e Ko any 115 this noble Aſſembly, that the 
concurrence of the Dutch is abſolutely neceſſary to a proſpect of ſuc- 
_ ceſs, it may be reaſonably anſwered, that by engaging in meaſures 
which. can leave no doubt of either our power or our ſincerity, the 
concurrence of the Dutch is moſt likely to be obtained. By this 
method of proceeding, my Lords, was formed the laſt mighty con- 
federacy by which the Houſe of Bourbon was almoſt ſhaken into 
ruins. The Dutch then, as now, were flow-in their determinations, 
and perhaps equally diffident of their own ſtrength and our firmneſs, 
nor did they agree to declare war againſt France, till we had tranſ- 
ported ten aba men into Flanders, and convinced them, that 
we were not inviting them to a mock alliance; but that we really 
intended the reduction of that empire which had ſo long extended 
itſelf without i interruption, and threatened in a ſhort time to aon 
up all the Weſtern nations. 
Thus, my Lords, it appears, that the th, which e 3 
purſued are juſt, politic and legal; that they have been preſcribed by 
the decrees of former Senates, and therefore cannot be cenſured as 
arbitrary; and that they have a tendency to the preſervation of thoſe 
territories which it was once thought ſo much honour to acquire ; 
And it may. be. yet farther urged, that though they are to be con- 
ſidered only as the firſt tendencies to ſecure greater deſigns, they have 
already produced effects apparently to the advantage of the common 
cauſe, and have obliged the French to deſiſt from their purſuit of the 
Queen of Hungary, and rather to require how n return owe 
than how they ſhall proceed to farther conqueſts, 2 
In condemnation of theſe meaſures, my Lords, it a a how 
N that a moderate conduct is always eligible; and that nothing 
but ruin and confuſion can be expected from precipitation and 
temerity. Moderation, my Lords, is a very captivating ſound ; but, 
I hope, it will have now no influence on this Aſſembly ; becauſe on 
this occaſion it cannot properly be employed. I have always been 
taught, that moderation is only uſeful in forming determinations or 
1 5 | deſigns, 
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| deſigns, but that when once eonviction is attained, zeal is to take 
7 place; and when A an is n it 'ought to be EY wa 
18 en Ke 
The ee is not now, my Tk Whether we - al 8 
the Queen of Hungary, but in what manner ſhe ſhall be ſupported; 
and therefore it cannot be doubted, hut that ſuch ſupport ſhould be 
granted her as may be effectual; and I believe jit will not be thought, 
that we can aſſiſt her without exerting an uncommon degree of 
vigour, and ſhewing, that we conſider ourſelves as engaged in a 
cauſe which cannot be abandoned without diſgrace and run. 
If the noble Lord had, before he entered upon his encomium on 
moderation, conſidered what effects could be promiſed from his fa- 
vourite virtue, he would have had no inclination to diſplay his elo= 
quence upon it. . By moderation, my Lords, uninterrupted modera- 
tion of more than twenty years, have we become the ſcorn of man- 
kind, and expoſed ourſelves to the inſults of almoſt every nation in 
the world. By moderation have we betrayed our allies, and ſuffered 
our friendſhip to loſe all its value; by moderation have we given 
up commerce to the rapacity of an enemy, formidable only for his 
perſeverance, and ſuffered our merchants to be ruined, and our ſailors 
to be enſlaved, | By moderation have we permitted the French to 
- graſp again at general dominion,' to over-run Germany with their 
armies, and to endanger again the liberties of mankind; and by con- 
tinuing for a very few years the ſame laudable moderation, we ſhall 
probably encourage them to ſhut up our ſhips in our een and 
demand a tribute for the uſe of the Channel. 
I need not obſerve to your Lordſhips, that all the great lied 
that have in all ages been atchieved, have been the effects of reſolution, 
diligence, and daring activity, virtues wholly oppoſite to the calmneſs 
of moderation. I need not obſerve, that the advantages enjoyed at 
preſent by the French are the conſequences of that vigour and ex- 
pedition, by which they are diſtinguiſhed, and which the form of 
their government enables them to exert. Had they, my Lords, in- 
ſtead of pouring armies into the Auſtrian dominions, and procuring 
by the terror of their troops, the election of an Emperor, purſued 
' theſe meaſures of moderation which have been ſo pathetically recom- 
mended, how eaſily had their deſigns been defeated ? Had they loſt 
time in perſuading the Queen of Hungary by a ſolemn embaſly to 
2 5 her dominions, or Ons to influence the diet by amicable 
'S nego- 
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bvtästioni, armiies had been levied, and rar 
been ſhut” againſt them; they had been oppoſed on the frontiers of 
their own dominions, by troops equally numerous, and warlike with 


' their own, and inſtead of impoſing: a — MICE bad | 


_ perhaps purſued into their own country. 0 
But, my Lords, whether moderation was not eee to 
chem by ſuch powerful oratory as your Lordſhips have heard, or 
whether its: advocates met with an audience not eaſily to be con- 
vinced, it is plain, that they ſeem to have acted upon very different 
principles, and I wiſh their policy had not been fo ſtrongly. juſtified 
by its ſucceſs. By ſending an army into Germany, my Lords, when 


| there were no forces ready to oppoſe them, they reduced. all the petty 
Princes to immediate ſubmiſſion; and obliged thoſe to welcome them 


as friends, who would . gladly have united againſt them as the in- 
veterate enemies of the whole German body; and who, had they 
been firtnly joined by their neighbours, under a general ſenſe of their 
common _ would Re maps nn. an 3 able 00 7 


; hone ence §˙˙ A0 


This, my abe was ah fed . vigour, an —_— very ee 
pid than which we had an opportunity of experiencing as the con- 
TFequence' of moderation; it was to no purpoſe that we endeavoured 
"to alarm mankind by remonſtrances, and to procure afliftance by 
-jntreatics and ſolicitations; the univerſal panic was not to be removed 
vy advice and exhortations, and the Queen of Hungary muſt have 


funk under the weight of a general combination: againſt her, had we 


not at laſt riſen up in her defence, and with our ſwords in our hands, 
ſet an example to the nations of Europe, of courage and generoſity. 
It chen; quickly appeared, my Lords, how little is to be expected 
from cold perſuaſion, and how neceſſary it is, that he who would 
engage others in a taſk of difficulty, ſhould ſhow himſelf willing to 
partałe the labour: which he recommends. No ſooner had we de- 


clared our reſolution to fulfil our ſtipulations, and ordered our troops 


to march for the relief of the Queen of Hungary, than other Princes 
diſcovered, that they had the fame diipoſitions, though they had 


hitherto thought it prudent to conceal them; that they equally with 
ourſelves hated and feared the French; that they were deſirous to 


repreſs theit iriſotence and oppoſe their conqueſts, and only waited 
for the motions of ſome power who might ſtand at the head of the 
confederecy, and lead them for wards againſt the common enemy. 


my 
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The liberal projniſes of domiuion made by the French, by which 
the ſovereigns of Germany had been tempted to concur in a deſign 
which they thought themſelves unable to oppoſe, were now no longer 
regarded; they were conſidered only-as the boaſts of imaginary great- 
neſs, which would at laft vaniſh into air; and every one knew, that 
the ultimate deſign of Europe was to oppreſs equally her enemies and 
friends, they wiſely deſpiſed her offers, and either deſiſted from the 
defigns to which they had been incite 855 oy or declared Ons 
uy to unite againſt her. = 
This, my Lords, has been the 2 of afſerabling 4 
army, which by the motion now under our conſideration ſome of 
your Lordſhips ſeem deſirous to diſband, an inclination of which I 
cannot diſcover from whence it can ariſe. For what, my Lords, 
muſt be the coniequence, if this motion ſhould be eomplied with? 
What but the total deſtruction of the whole ſyſtem of power 
which has been fo laboriouſly formed and ſo ſtrongly compaQed? 
What but the immediate ruin of the Houſe of Auſtria, by which the 
French ambition has been ſo long reſtrained? What but the ſubver- 
ſion of the liberties of Germany, and the erection of an univerſal em- 
pire, to which all the nations of the earth muſt become vaſſals?? 
Should the auxiliary troops be diſbanded, the Queen of Hungary 
would find what benefit ſhe has received from them by the calamities | 
which the loſs of them would immediately bring upon her. All the 
elaims of all the neighbouring Princes, who are now awed” into 
peace and ſilence, would be revived; and every one would again be- 
lieve, that nothing was to be hoped or feared but from France. The 
French would again ruſh forward to new invaſions, and ſpread 
deſolatiom over other countries, and the Houſe of Auſtria would be 
more weakened than by the loſs of many battles in its preſent ſtate. 
The ſupport of the Houſe of Auſtria appears not, indeed, much 
to engage the attention of thoſe by whom this motion is ſupported. 
It has been repreſented as a Houſe equally ambitious and perfidious 
with that of Bourbon, and equally an enemy both to liberty and to 
true religion; and:a very celebrated author has been quoted to prove, 
that it is the intereſt of the Germans themſelves toiſee a Prince at their 
head, Whoſe hereditary dominions may not ineite him to exert the 
Imperial power to the diſadvantage of the inferior Sovereigns. 
2! Tn order to the conſideration of theſe objections, it is neceſſury to 


Obfet ye, my Lords, that national. alliances- are not like leagues of 
51499 1 | | friendſhip, 
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friendſhip, the e of an agreement of diſpoſition, opinions, 
and affections, but like aſſociations of commerce formed and con- 
tinued by no ſimilitude of any thing but intereſt. It is not therefore 
neceſſary to enquire what the Houſe of Auſtria has deſerved from us 
er from mankind ; becauſe intereſt, not gratitude, engages us to 
ſupport it. It is uſeleſs to urge, that it is equally faithleſs and cruel 
with the Houſe of Bourbon, becauſe the queſtion is not, whether 
both ſhall be deſtroyed, but whether one ſhould rage without controul. 
It is ſufficient for us that their intereſt is oppoſite, and that religion 
and liberty may be preſerved by their mutual jealouſy. And I con- 
feſs, my Lords, that were the Auſtrians, about to attain unlimited 
power by the conqueſt or inheritance of France and Spain, it ne 
be no leſs proper to form confederacies againſt them. | | 

The teſtimony which has been produced of the convenience of a 
weak Emperor, is to be conſidered, my Lords, as the opinion of an 
author whoſe birth and employment had tainted him with an inve- 
terate hatred of the Houſe of Auſtria, and filled his imagination with 
an habitual dread of the Imperial Power, He was born, my Lords, 
in Sweden, a country which had ſuffered much by a long war againſt 
the Emperor; he was a miniſter to the electors of Brandenburgh, 
who naturally looked: with envy on the ſuperiority of Auſtria, and 
could not but with to fee a weaker Prince upon the Imperial Throne, 
that their own influence might be greater ; nor.can we wonder, that 
a man thus born and thus ſupported ſhould adopt an opinion, by 
which the pride of his maſter would be n. ans nn, the 

intereſt of his own country promoted. 8 

It is likewiſe, my Lords, to be remarked, a Ava was 7 no 
ſuch neceſſity for a powerful Prince to ſtand at the head of the Ger- 
mans, and to defend them with his own forces till they could unite 
for their own preſervation. The power of France had not then 
arrived at its preſent height, nor had their monarchs openly threatened 
to enſlave all the nations of Europe. The Princes of the empire had 
then no oppreſſion to fear, but from the Emperor; and it was no 
wonder, that when he was Weir _ enemy, _ ny 17 his 
power was reduce. 

How much the ſtate of Pe continent is now W 1s; 100 ne- 
1 ceſſary to mention, nor what alteration that change has introduced | 
' Into the politicks of all nations; thoſe who formerly dreaded to be 

. nee by the nn . can now only hope —— 
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ſecured by it from the torrent of the power of France; and. even 
thoſe nations who have formerly endeavoured the deſtruction of 
Auſtria, may now rejoice, that they are ſheltered by its interpoſition 
from tyrants more active and more oppreſſive. | 

But, my Lords, though it ſhould be granted, that the Zend of 
Auſtria ought not to be ſupported, it will not, in my opinion, ſollow, 
that this motion deſerves our approbation ;- becauſe. it, will reduce us 
to a ſtate of imbecility, and condemn us to ſtand as paſſive ſpectators 
of the diſturbances of the world, without power and without in- 
fluence, ready to admit the tyrant to whom chance ſhall allot us, 
and receive thoſe laws which the — power bs vouchſafe to 
tranſmit. 

Whether we ought to ſupport hs Houſe of eie to es its 
utter ſubverſion, or reſtore it to its former greatneſs, whatever may 
be my private opinion, I think it not on this occaſion, neceſſary to 
aſſert; it is ſufficient to induce us to reject this motion, that we 
ought to be at leaſt in a condition that may enable us to improve 
thoſe opportunities that may be offered, and to hinder the execution of 
any deſign that may threaten immediate danger to our GOMINEFCE o | 
our liberty. 

Another popular e my Lords, W has Toke a on hy 
| preſent occaſion, is the happineſs of peace, and the bleſſing of unin- 
terrupted commerce and undiſturbed ſecurity. We are perpetually 
told of the hazards of war, whatever may be the ſuperiority of our 
{kill or courage, of the certainty of the expences, the bloodſhed, and 
the hardſhips, and doubtfulneſs of the advantages which we may hope 
from them; and it is daily urged with great vehemence, that peace 
upon the hardeſt conditions is preferable to the honour of canals 
and the feſtivity of triumphs. 5 . EE 

Theſe maxims, my Lords, which are 8 true in the 1 
which their authors intended, may be very properly urged againſt the 
wild deſigns of ambition, and the romantick undertakings of wanton 
greatneſs ; but have no place in the preſent enquiry, which relates toia 
war not made by caprice, but forced upon us by neceſſity; a war to 
which all the encomiums on peace, muſt in reality incite, Ma 
peace alone is the end intended to be obtained by it. | 

Of the neceſſity of peace to a trading nation it is not poſſible, my 
Lords, to be ignorant; and therefore no man can be imagined to 
dap a ſtate of war as eligible in itſelf, War, my, Lords, is in 
+ | my 
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my e wnly to-bavekeſen; when peaer can lis-barrepicn) | 
and to be continued only till a peace ſecure and equitable-can deat. 
tained. In the preſent ſtate of the world, my Lords, we fight not 
for laurels, nor conqueſts, but for exiſtence, Should the arms of 
France prevail, and prevail they muſt, unleſs we oppoſe them, the 
Britons may in a ſhort time no longer be a nation, our liberties will 
be taken away, our conſtitution OI our Sift perſecuted, 
FA and perhaps our name aboliſhed. s 

For the prevention of calamities like theo, not Fu the 8 
of the | Houſe of Auſtria, is it neceſſary, my Lords, to collect an 
army; for by an army only can our liberties be preſerved, and ſuch 
a peace obtained, as may be enen without the eee of 
ſupineneſs and ſtupidity. 

0 this the _ Houſe appears to be abend convinced, and 


„ - 
— * 7 


nor do I doubt but your en will —— * . you 
ſhall fully conſider the motives upon which they may be ſuppoſed to 


1 have proceeded, and reflect, that by diſmiſſing theſe troops, we ſhall 


facrifice' to the ambition of the French, the Houſe of Auſtria, the 
liberties of Europe, our own happineſs, and that of our poſterity ; 
and that by reſolving to exert our force for a ſhort time, we may 
Place the happineſs of mankind beyond the reach of attacks and 
violation.” 

Lord CARTER EI replies to the wil effect his dds, 
The conſiderations which were laid before you by the noble Lords 
who made and ſeconded the motion, are ſo important in themſelves, 
and have been urged with ſo much force and judgment, that I ſhall 
not endeavour to add any new arguments; ſince where thoſe fail 


which have been already offered, it is not licely that any will be 
effectual: But I ſhall endeavour to preſerve them in their full force 


bh removing the objections which have been made to them. 


The firſt conſideration that claims our attention is the reverence 


| as to the Senate, to the great council of the nation, which ought 
always to be conſulted, when any important deſign is formed, or any 
new meaſures adopted, eſpecially if they are ſuch as cannot be defeated 
by being made public, and ſuch as an uncommon er n 20 OE 
Jomeeeiliry; to ſupport. 25 
Thheſe principles; 8 which I 8 no man will conteſt, 
bare been ſo little regarded by the miniſtry on the preſent occaſion, 
v0 EGS e that 
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t to hav l to diſcover by a bold experiment, 
to ans of ſervility Senates may be reduced, and what inſults 
they will be taught to bear without reſentment z for they have, with- 
out the leaſt previous hint of their deſign, made a contract for a very 
numerous body of mercenaries, nor did they condeſcend to > inform 
the Senate, till they aſked for money to pay them. | 
To execute meaſures firſt, and then to require the n of 
the Senate, inſtead of advice, is ſurely ſuch a degree of contempt as 
has not often been ſhewn in the moſt arbitrary reigns, and ſuch as 


| would once have provoked ſuch indignation in the other Houſe, that 


there would have been no need in this of a motion like the preſent. _ 
But, my Lords, in proportion as the other Houſe ſeems inclined 
to pay an implicit ſubmiſſion to the dictates of the miniſtry, it is our 
duty to increaſe our vigilance, and to convince our fellow-ſubjeQts» 
by a ſteady oppoſition to all encroachments, that we are not, as we 
have been ſometimes ſtiled, an uſeleſs Aſſembly, but the laſt reſort of 
liberty, and the chief ſupport of the conſtitution. | 

The preſent deſign of thoſe, who have thus dared to W upon 
our privileges, appears to be nothing leſs than that of reducing che 


| Senates of Britain to the ſame abject ſlavery with thoſe of France; 


to ſhew the people that we are to be conſidered only as their agents 

to raiſe the ſupplies which they ſhall be pleaſed, under whatever 

pretences, to demand, and to regiſter ſuch nnn, as they 

ſhall condeſcend to lay before us. | 
| This invaſion of our rights, my Lords, 10 too flagrant to be borne, 


though were the meaſures which we are thus tyrannically required to 


ſupport, really conducive in themſelves to the intereſt of Britain, 
which indeed might reaſonably have been expected; for what head 
can be imagined ſo ill- formed for politicks as not to know, that the firſt 
acts of arbitrary power ought to be in themſelves popular, that the 
advantage of the effect 9255 be a balance to the means by which it is 
produced, Fr 

But theſe aca a: my Lats bare WIDE one 
blunder upon another; they have diſguſted the nation both by the 
means and the end; an and have inſulted the Senate with no other view 
than that of plundering the people. They have ventured without the 
conſent of the Senate to purfue meaſures, of which it is obvious, 
tit they were only kept ſeeret, . _ eaſily ori es that oP | 
would not be approved. SF » 97 2943 ; 
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For that the hire of mercenaries from Hanover, my L | 
have been rejected with general indignation ; that the Ar ould 
have produced hiſſes rather than cenſures; and that the 3 
which have been hitherto uſed to ſupport it, would, if perſonal regards 
did not make them of ſome importance, produce laughter oftener 
than replies, cannot ſurely be doubted. 
It has been ſaid in vindication of this wiſe ſcheme, that no | Ker 
troops could be obtained but thoſe of Hanover; an affertion which 
I hope I may be allowed to examine, becauſe it is yet a bare aſſer- 
tion without argument, and againſt probability; ſince it is generally 
known, how willingly the princes of Germany have on all former 
occaſions ſent out their ſubjects to deſtruQion, that they might fill 
their coffers with their pay ; nor do I doubt, but that there is now in 
the ſame country the uſual ſuperabundance of men, and the uſual 
ſcarcity of money. I make no queſtion, my Lords, that many a 
German prince would gladly furniſh us with men as a very cheap 
- commodity, and think himſelf ſufficiently rewarded by a ſmall ſub. 
ſidy. There could be no objection to theſe troops from the con- 
ſtitution of the empire, which is not of equal force againſt the 
forces of Hanover ; nor do I know why they ſhould'not rather have 
been employed, if they could have been obtained at a cheaper price. 
The abſurdity of paying levy-money for troops regularly kept up, 
and of hiring them at a higher rate than was ever paid for auxiliaries 
before, has been ſo ſtrongly urged and ſo fully explained, that no 
reply has been attempted by thoſe who have hitherto oppoſed the 
motiori, having rather endeavoured to divert our attention to foreign 
conſiderations than to vindicatè this part of the contract, which is 
indeed too ſhameful to be palliated, and too groſs to be oveflooked. 
It is however proper to repeat, my Lords, that though it cannot 
be confuted, it may be forgotten in the multitude of other objects, 
that this nation, after having exalted the Elector of Hanover from a 
ſtate of obſcurity to the crown, is condemned to hire the troops of 
Hanover to fight their own cauſe, to hire them at a rate which was 
never demanded for them before, and to pay levy- money for them, 
though it is known to all e that they were not com on hon 
occaſion. | 
Nor is this the e Mardi: or folly of this 3 a 0 we are 
to pay them a month before they march into our ſervice; we ure to 
pay thoſe for doing nothing, of whom it might have been, E75 
TT | | N | oy IS } 7 
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fe ekpedtations „ hoped, that they would have exerted | 
without pay. 

E it is Wen. my Lords, that if the deſigns of France be ſuch 
45 the noble Lords who oppoſe the motion repreſent them, Hanover 
is much nearer to danger than Britain ; and therefore they only fight 
for their own preſervation ; ſince, though they have for a fingle year 
been bleſſed with a neutrality, it cannot be imagined, that the ſame 
favour will be always grar:ted them, ot that the French, when they 
have 6ver-run all the reſt of Germany, wi not annex Hanover to 
their other dominions. 

Beſides, my Lords, it is well he that Misch is 24580 en- 


| gaged by treaty with Britain to maintain the Pragmatic Sanction, and 


that a certain proportion of troops are to be furniſhed. But, my 
Lords, as to the march of that body of forces, I have yet heard no 
account. Will any Lord fay that they have marched? I therefore ſup- 
poſe, that the wiſdom and juſtice of our minifters has comprehended 
them in the fixteen thouſand who are to fatten upon Britiſh pay, and 
that Hatiover will ſupport the Pragmatic ane at the LOOT =. 
inexhabſlible nation. 

The ſervice which thoſe troops have ready done to the common 
cauſe, has been urged with great pomp of exaggeration, of which 
what effect it may have had upon others, I am not able to fay; for 
my patt, I am convinced, that the great happineſs of this kingdom i is 
the ſecurity of the eſtabliſhed ſucceſſion z and am therefore always of 
opinion, that no meaſures can ſerve the common cauſe, the cauſe of 
liberty, or of religion, or of general happineſs, by which the royal 
family loſes the affections of the people. And T can with great con- 
fidenee affifm, that no attempt for many yeats has raiſed a greater 
heat of reſentment, or excited Jouder” clamouts of indigriation, than 
the hire of Hinoverian troops : : nor is this diſcontent raiſed only 
by artful miſrepreſentations, formed to inflame the paſfions and per- 
plex che underſtanding; it is a ſettled and rational diſlike, which 


every day contributes to confirm, Which will make all the meafures of 


te goveriiinehr ſuſpeBted, and 8 + be, if not" obviared, breal | 
out in edition. | 

A jeltouly of Hanser trad abel Wr long aa Seve m the 
nation: the frequent viſits of ofir Kings to their electoral dominions, | 


coͤntrary to the ofiginal” terms on wich this crown” was conferred”. 


open then, "Have incline? the propre of Britaftt to fuſpect, that they 
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has this ſuſpicion been made leſs by the large acceſſions made; to: thoſe 


dominions by purchaſes, which the Electors never appeared able to 


make before their exaltation to the throne of Britain, and by ſome 
meaſures which have been apparently taken ouly.! to aggrandize Hano. 


ver at the expence of Britain. 


"Theſe meaſures, my Lords, I am very y far from imputing to our 
Sovereign or his Father; the wiſdom of both is ſo well known, that 


they cannot be imagined to have incurred, either. by contempt or 
negligence, the diſaffection of their ſubjects. Thoſe, my Lords, are 
only to be blamed, who concealed from them the ſentiments of the 


nation, and for the ſake of promoting their own intereſt, betrayed 
them, by the moſt deteſtable and pernicious flattery, into meaſures 
which could. produce no other effect than that of making their reign 
unquiet, and of exaſperating thoſe who had concurred with the 
warmeſt zeal i in ſupporting them on the throne, ; 
It is not without an. uncommon degree of grief, that I 0 it 8 
in defence of this contract, that it was approved by a very numerous 
council ; for what can produce more ſorrow in an honeſt and a loyal 
breaſt, than to find that our Sovereign is ſurrounded by counſellors, 
who either do not know the deſires and opinions of the people, or do 
not. regard them; who are either ſo negligent as not to examine 
how che affections of the nation may be beſt preſerved, or ſo raſh 
as to purſue. thoſe ſchemes by which they hope to gratify the King 


| at whatever hazard, and who for the ſake of flattering him for a day, 


Xx 45% 


It has with regard. to Ste troops. been ed by the noble Leal 
who, ſpoke laſt, what is the intent of this motion but to diſband them? 
What elſe indeed can be intended by it, and what intention can be 


more worthy of this auguſt. Aſſembly? By a ſteady purſuit of this 
intention, my Lords, we ſhall regain the eſteem of the nation, which 
this daring invaſion of; our privileges may be eaſily ſuppoſed to have 


impaired... We ſhall give our Sovereign an opportunity, by a gracious 
condeſeenſion to our defires, to recover thoſe affections of which the 
pernicious advice of flatterers has deprived him; we ſhall obviate a 
precedent which threatens: deſtruQion to our liberties, and ſhall ſet 
the nation free from an univerſal alarm. Nor in our preſent ſtate is 
it ta be mentioned as 4 Na conſideration, that we ſhall hinder the 
wealth of the nation from being raviſhed. from. our m 
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at CER expence; and it may be ſuſpected, that if 5 cannot drive them 


* 


And forelgders, from whom we can hope for no advantage. 55 
But it may be aſked, my Lords, how the great cauſe of liberty 
is to be ſupported, how the Houſe of Auſtria is to be preſerved from 
ruin, and how the ambition of France is to be repreſſed? How all 
this is to be effected, my Lords, I am very far from conceiving my- 
ſelf qualified to determine; but ſurely it will be very little hindered 
by the diſmiſſion of troops, whoſe allegiance obliges them not to fight 
againſt the Emperor, and of whom, therefore, it does not eaſily ap- 
pear how they can be very uſeful allies to the Queen of Hungary. 
But whatever ſervice is expected from them, it may ſurely, my 
Lords, be performed by the ſame number of Britiſh troops, and that 
number may be ſent to ſupply their place, without either delay or 
difficulty, I will venture to ſay without any hazard. If it be objected, 
as it has often been, that by ſending out our troops, we ſhall leave our 
country naked to invaſion, I hope I may be allowed to aſk, who will 
invade us? The French are well known to be the only people whom 
we can ſuſpect of any ſuch deſign, "They have no fleet on this fide 
of their kingdom, and their haps | in the Mediterranean are blocked 
up in the harbour by the navies of Britain. We ſhall ſtill have at 
home a body of ſeven thouſand men, which was thought a ſufficient | 
ſecurity | in the late war, when the French had à fleet equal to our 
own. Why we ſhould now be in more danger from without, I can- 
not diſcover ;' and with regard to inteſtine commotions, they will be 
prevented by compliance with the preſent motion. For nothing can 
incite the people of Britain to oppoſe, thoſe who have: openly c difemilſed 
the troops of Hanover. | 
But, my Lords, I am not yet at all convinced, chat the end for 
which thoſe troops are ſaid to be hired, ought to be purſued, or can 
be attained by us; and if the end be in itſelf improper or impoſſible, 
it certainly follows, that the means ought to be laid aſide. 1 
If we conſider the preſent ſtate of the continent, we ſhall find no 
proſpect by which we can be encouraged to hazard our'forces or our 
money. The King of Sardinia has indeed declared for us, and op- 
poſed the paſſage of the Spaniards; but he appears either to be deficient 
in courage, or in prudence, or in force ; for inſtead of giving battle 
on his frontiers, he has ſuffered them, with very little reſiſtance, to 
invade his territories, to plunder and inſult his ſubjects, and to live 
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out of his country, he will in time be <p ; 


. of his own. 

If we turn our eyes to towards the Dutch, we ſhall not he m more en- 
couraged to engage in the wars on the continent; for whatever has 
been aſſerted of their readineſs to proceed in e e with us, 
they appear hitherto to behold, with the moſt ſupine tranquillity, the 
ſubverſion of the German ſyſtem, and to be ſatisfied with an un- 
diſturbed enjoyment of their riches and their trade. Nor is there 
any appearance, my Lords, that their concurrence is withheld only 
by a ſingle town, as has beg inſinuated; for the vote of any ſingle 


town, except Amſterdam, may be over-ruled, and the refolutian has 


paſſed | the neceſſary form, when. it is oppoſed by A one voice. 
x If we. take a view, my Lords, of their late conduct, without ſuffer. 
ing our deſires to miſlead our underſtandings, we ſhall find no reaſon 
for imagining, that they propoſe any ſudden alteration of their con- 


| duct, which has been hitherto conſiſtent and ſteady, and appears to 
ariſe from eſtabliſhed principles, which nothing has eh happened to 


incline them to forlake. | 
When they were. ſolicited to become, like us, the guarantees of 
Hanover, they made no ſeruple of returning, with Whatever un- 
politeneſs, an abſolute refuſal ; nor could they be prevailed upon to 


8 grant, what we appear to Think that we were honoured i in being ad- 


ty 
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lation, pa ſupport the Pragmatic Sandion, they evaded their 01 own 
contract, till all affiſtance would have been too late, bad not A luck) 
diſcovery of the French perfidy ſeparated the King of Pruſſia from 
them; and what reaſon, my Lords, can be given, why they ſhould | 
now do what they refuſed, when i it might have been much more ſafely | 
and more eaſily effected? Did they ſuffer the Queen | of, Hungary to 
pe oppreſſed, only to ſhew their own power and affluence by re- 


living her? or can it be imagined, that pity has prevailed over policy 
or cowardice ? T hey, who in contempt of their own treaties refuſed 


to engage in a cauſe while it was yet doubtful, will certainly think 


. themſelves juſtified i in abandoning it when it is loſt, and will urge, 


or no treaty can oblige * 5 8 like madmen, * 0 e 
Wpelidüittes. 
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dhvinced, 3 that they will not enter into 
an ſpe py = they have only engaged to do what their 
own: intereſt required from them, without any new. ſtipulation, to pre- 
ſerye their own country from invaſion by ſending garriſons into the 
frontier towns, which they. may do without any offence to Fran ance, o 
any interruption of their own tranquillity... 

Many other treaties have been — my Lords, * men- 
tioned with great oſtentation, as the effects of conſummate policy, 
which will, I ſuſpect, appear to be at leaſt only defenſive treaties, by 
| which the contracting pen promiſe little more than to . care 

In this tate of the 5 my Links when al the powers s of the | 
continent appear benumbed by a lethargy, or ſhackled by a panic, ; 
to what purpoſe ſhould we laviſh, in hiring and tranſporting troops, 
that wealth which conteſts of nearer importance immediately require? 

It is well known to our merchants, whoſe ſhips are every day ſeized 
by privateers, that we are at war with Spain, and that our commerce 
is every day impaired by the depredations of an enemy, whom only 
our own negligence enables to reſiſt us ; but I doubt, my Lords, 
whether it is known in Spain, that their monarch is at war with 
Britain, otherwiſe than by the riches of our nation, which are diſ- 
tributed among their-privateers, and the priſoners who in the towns 

on the coaſt are wandering in the ſtreets. For I know no inconve- 
ping which they can be ſuppoſed to feel from our hoſtilities, nor in 
what part of the world the war againſt them is carried on, Before 
the war. was declared, it is well remembered by whom, and with how 
great vehemence, it was eyery day repeated, that to end the war with 
| honour we .ought to tale and hold. What, my Lords, do we bold, 
or what have we taten? What has the war produced in its whole 
courſe.from one year to another, but defeats, loſſes, and ignominy ? 
And how ſhall we regain our honour, or retrieve our wealth, by en- 
gaging in another war more dangerous but leſs neceſſary? We ought 
ſurely to humble Spain, before we preſume to attack France; and 
we may attack France with better proſpects. of ſucceſs, when we 
have no other enemy to divert our attention, or divide our forces. 

That we gught indeed to make any attempt upon France, I am 
far from being convinced, becauſe I da not now diſcover, that any aof 
the motives ſubſiſt which engaged us in the laſt confederacy. The 
Houſe of Auſtria, though. overborne and diſtreſſed, Was then _ | 
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ful in itſelf, and — of the 1 8 81 e 


almoſt below the hopes of recovery, and we ard? {nr to 


reſtore what we were then only to ſupport. But ꝭHo- m Lords, 
is in my opinion much more to be conſidered, the nation was then 


unanimous in one general reſolution to repreſs the inſolence of 


France ; no hardſhips were inſupportable that conduced to this great 
end, nor any taxes grievous that were applied to the ſupport of the 


war. The account of a victory was eſteemed as an equivalent to 


exciſes and to public debts; and the poſſeſſions of us and our poſte- 
rity were chearfully mortgaged to purchaſe a triumph over the com- 


mon enemy. But, my Lords, the diſpoſition of the nation with re- 


gard to the prefent war is very different. They diſcover no danger 
threatening them, they are neither invaded in their poſſeſſions by the 
armies, nor interrupted in their commerce by the fleets of France; 
and therefore they are not able to find out why they muſt be ſacrificed 
to an enemy, by whom they have been long purſued with-the moſt 
implacable hatred, for the fake of attacking a power from which they 
have hitherto felt no injury, and which they believe cannot be pro- 
voked without danger, nor oppoſed without ſuch a e of *. 
e as the public is at preſent not able to bear. 

It is not to be ſuppoſed, my Lords, that the bulk of hs Britiſh 
people are affected with the diſtreſſes, or inflamed by the magnanimity 
of the Queen of Hungary. This illuſtrious daughter of Auftria, 
whoſe name has been ſo often echoed in theſe walls, and of whom 1 
am far from denying, that ſhe deſerves our admiration, our com- 
paſſion, and all the aſſiſtance which can be given her, conſiſtently with 
the regard due to the ſafety of our own country, is to the greateſt 


part of the people an imaginary princeſs, whoſe ſufferings or whoſe 


virtues make no. other impreflion upon them, than thoſe which are 
recorded in fictitious narratives; nar can they eaſily be perſuaded to 


give up for her relief the e of their n or the: _ of 
their commerce, x : 


Same indeed there are, my 3 whoſe views are more exten- 
ſive, and whoſe ſentiments are more exalted ; for it is not to be ſup- 
poſed, that either knowledge or generoſity are confined to the Senate 
or the Court : but theſe, my Lords, though they perhaps may more 


_ readily approve the end which the miniſtry pretends to purſue, are 
leſs ſatisfied with the means by which they endeavour to attain it. 


Py theſe men it is eaſily diſcovered, that the hopes which ſome ſo 


confidently | 


- 


ben . bt 


prevailing upon the Dutch to unite” with us 
for the Pragmatic Sanction, are without foundation; 
they ſee that their conſent to place garriſons in the frontier towns, 
however it may furniſh a ſubje& of exultation to thoſe whoſe intereſt 
it is to repreſent them as ready to concur with us, is only a new 
proof of what was never doubted, their unvariable attention to their 
own ' intereſt, ſince they muſt for their own ſecurity preſerve their 


own barrier from being ſeized by France. By this act they i incur no 


new expence, they provoke no enemies, nor give any affiſtance to 
the Queen of Hungary, by which they can raiſe either reſentment in 
one part, or gratitude in the other; and therefore it is not hard to 

perceive that, whatever is pretended, the Dutch hitherto obſerve the 
moſt exact laws of neutrality ; and it is too evident, that if they re- 
fuſe their afliftance, we have very lirtle | to hope from” a & was with 
Fra 

Nor is this the 405 objection it the preſent meaſures ; for it 
is generally, and not without ſufficient reaſon ſuſpected, that the 
real aſſiſtance of the Queen of Hungary is not intended, ſince the 
troops which have been hired under that pretence, are ſuch as can- 
not march againſt the Emperor. It is known, that the Heſſians have 
abſolutely refuſed to infringe the conſtitution of the German body, 
by attacking him who is by a legal grant acknowledged' its head; 
nor is it eaſy to conceive, why there ſhould de A different Eu, for 
Hanover, than for the other electorates. he 
The long ſtay of the troops in Flanders, a place where there is R 
enemy to encounter, nor ally to aſſiſt, is a ſufficient proof that there 
is nothing more deſigned than that the troops of Hanover ſhall laiter 
on the verge of war, and receive their pay for feaſting in their 
quarters, and ſhewing their arms at a review; and that they in 


reality deſign nothing but to return home with Full pockets, a1 1 


enjoy the ſpoils of Britain. 

There may indeed be another reaſon, my Lords, which hinders 
the progrefs of the united forces, and by which 'the Britons' and Ha- 
noverians may be both affected, though not both in the ſame degree. 
It is by no means unlikely, that the King of Pruſſia has forbidden 
them to advance, and declared, that the King who was choſen by 
his ſuffrage ſhall be ſupported by his arms ; if this be his reſolution, 
he is well known to want neither ſpirit nor firength to avow and 
ſupport it; and there are reaſons ſufficient to convince us, that he 


946 D ATT an | e, 
has declargd. it, and that gur troops are nom pati length 
eyent of 2.negociation by which we are endeayopzi 

bim to alter bis deſign, if indeed it be defired that he Wg 
itz for it is not certain, that the EleQor of Hanover can deſire the 
Zeſtoratipn of the Houſe of Auſtria to an hereditary enjoyment of 
ze iwperial HUT: nor can ai 883 be ** why the eee of 


RISER” CESS, 


German e empire. wo 

The other Princes, my Lords, Sa long wiſhed, for a Hin with 
whow they m might treat upon the level; a King who might. owe his 
Aignity only to their votes, and who therefore would be willing to 
favour - them. in | gratitude for the benefit. They kno, that the 
DErinces, of the Houſe of Auſtria conſidered their adyancement to 
the empire as the conſeguence of their numerous forces ang. large 
dominions, and made uſe of their exaltation only to tyrannize under 
dhe anpearance of legal r 74 and to oppreſs thoſe as Sarexeigns, 
hom they would, otherwiſe h lave haraſſed a as conquerors. s. 

Beſore we Can therefore hope for .the concurrence of the Princes 
of. the. empire, we muſt inform them of our defign, if any deſign, has 
beep yet laid out. Is it your intention to reſtore the Houſe of 
. the oi ae af its former Spe! 3 2 will cer- 


„ 


TE 


ſuppart the rar Sanction? This. can _—_ be gone by defeating 
_ 4þe- pole, power of France; and for this you muſt. neceſlarily pro- 
Wade troops, who | ſhall dare to. att againſt the preſent King. So that 
it appears, my Lords, that we are attempting nothing, or attempting 
impoffibilities; that either we have no end in view, or that we haue 
wade uſe of an abſurd choice of means thy; which, it e be 
attained. . 
| Whatever, be our deſign with regard. to. 8 the yrar pick 
Sdain is eyidently neglected; and indeed one part of gur conduct 
proves at once, that we intend neither to aſſiſt the Auftri ans, nor 
to puniſh the Spaniards; ſince. we haye in a great meaſure diſabled 
ourſelves, from either by ;the-peutrality which Captain Martin is faid 
to haye granted, and by which we have allowed an aſylum. both to 
155 trogps of Spain, which ſhall fly before the Auſtrians, and the 
Friwateers, e ee our 8 
: aq 
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Tanjalber vinced, my Lords, that our deſigns are not ſuch 
-as:they ar xpjirolented, or that they w will not be accompliſhed by the 
meaſutes taken. I am convinced in a particular manner, that the 
troops of Hanover can be of no ule, and that they will raiſe the reſent- 
ment of the nation already overwhelmed with unneceſſary burthens. 
I know likewiſe, that they have been taken into pay without the 
conſent of the Senate, and am convinced, that if no other objection 
could be raiſed, we ought not to ratify : a treaty which the Crown 
has made, without laying it before us in the uſual manner. I need 
not therefore inform your Lordſhips, that I think” the motion now 


| under your conſideration neceſſary and juſt ; and that I bers anon AP 


attentive examination of the reaſons which have been offered, your 
Lordſhips will concur in it with that unanimity which evidence ought 
to enforce, and that zeal which ought to be excited by publig 


danger. 8 


To which the Duke of Newcaeris made anſwer to the following 
purport My Lords, I know not by what imaginary appearances 
of public danger the noble Lord is ſo much alarmed, nor what fears 


they are which he endeavours with ſo much art and zeal to commu- 


nicate to this Aſſembly. For. my part, I can upon the moſt Atten- 
tive ſurvey of our affairs, diſcover nothing to be feared but calum- 
nies and miſrepreſentatiqns ; ; and theſe 1 ſhall henceforward think 
More formidable, ſince they have been able to impoſe upon an un- 
derſtanding ſo penetrating as that of his Lordſhip's, and have pre- 
vailed upon him to believe what is not only falſe, but without the 


appearance of truth, and to believe it * firmly, as to aſſert it to 


Jour Lordſhips. TY 

One of the facts which he has thus implicitly SR and thus 7 
ooblicly mentioned, is the neutrality ſuppoſed to have been granted 
to the King of Sicily, from which he has amuſed himſelf and your 
Lordſhips with deducing very deſtructive conſequences, that perhaps 


need not to be allowed him even upon ſuppoſition of the neutrality; ; 


but which need not now be diſputed, becauſe no neutrality has been 
granted, Captain Martin, when he treated with” the King, very 
cautiouſly declined any declarations of the intentions of the Britiſh 
Court on that particular, and confined himſelf- to the ſubjedt of his 
meſſage, without giving any reaſon for hope, or deſpair of a neutra- 
ſity. So that if it ſhall be thought neceſſary, we are this hour at 
pen to declare War e the King of. Seng, and T purſue 
the 


4 
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the Spaniards with che ſame freedom on his ed stet 
other power, and prohibit any aſſiſtance from dein ene Him 
to their armies in Italy. e 

His Lordſhip's notion of the interpoſition of the King of Pruſſia 
in the King's favour, is another phantom raiſed by cltuinby to ter- 
riſy credulity; a phantom which will, I hope, be entirely diffipated, 

when 1 have informed the Houſe, that the whole ſuſpicion is without 
foundation, and that the King of Pruſſia has made no declaration of 
any deſign to ſupport the King, or of oppoſing us in the performance 
of our treaties. This Prince, my Lords, however powerful, active 
or ambitious, appears to be ſatisfied with his eee and d willing 
to reſt in an inoffenſive neutrality. | 

Such, my Lords, and ſo remote from truth are the repreſentations 
Which the enemies of the Government have with great zeal and in- 
duſtry ſcattered over the nation, and by which they have endeavoured 
to obviate thoſe ſchemes which they would ſeem to favour ; for by 
ſinking the nation to a deſpair of attaining thoſe ends which they 
declare at the ſame time neceſſary not only to our happineſs, but to 
our preſervation, what do they leſs than tell us, that we muſt be 
content to look unactive on the calamities that approach us, and pre- 
pare to be cruſhed by that ruin which we cannot prevent? 

From this cold dejection, my Lords, ariſes that deſpair which ſo 
many Lords have expreſſed of prevailing upon the Dutch to unite 
with us. The determinations of that people are indeed always flow, 
and the reaſon of their ſlowneſs has been already given; but I am 
informed, that the general ſpirit which now reigns among them, is 
likely ſoon to over-rule the particular intereſts of ſingle provinces, 

and can produce letters by which it will appear, that had only one 
town oppoſed thoſe meaſures to which their concurrence is now 
folicited, it had been long ſince over-ruled; for there want not 
2mong them men equally enamoured of the magnanimity and firm- 
neſs of the Queen of Hungary, equally zealous for the general good 
of mankind, equally zealous for the liberties of Europe, and equally 
convinced of the perfidy, the ambition, and the norm rent of France, 
_ any Lord i in this Aſſembly. | 

" Theſe men, my Lords, have long endeavoured to rouſe their 

country from the ſloth of avarice, and the ſlumber of tranquillity, to 
a generous and extenſive regard for the univerſal happineſs of man- 
kind; and are now labouring in the general Afſembly to communl- 
; | Kate 
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cate that andgur ich which they are themſelves inflamed, and to ex- 
cite that eal for public faith, of which their ſuperior Keie, 
ſhews them the neceſſity, | 

It has been indeed inſinuated, that al their conſultations A only 
to place garriſons in thoſe towns from which the Queen of Hungary 
has withdrawn her forces; but this ſuppoſition, my Lords, as it is 


without any ſupport from facts, is likewiſe without probability. For 


to garriſon the barrier towns, requires no previous debates. nor deli- 
berations; ſince it never was oppoſed even by thoſe by whom the 
aſſiſtance of the Queen of Hungary has been moſt retarded. Nor 
have even. the deputies of Dort, whoſe obſtinacy has been moſt re- 
markable, denied the neceſſity of ſecuring the confines of their 
country, by poſſeſſing with their own troops thoſe places which the 
Auſtrians are obliged to forſake. Their preſent diſputes, my Lords, 
muſt be therefore on ſome other queſtion; and what queſtion can be 
now before them which can produce any difficulties, but that which 
regards the ſupport of the Pragmatic SanQtion ? 2 

If theſe deliberations ſhould be ſo far influenced by the arrival of 


the army in the pay of Britain, as to end in a reſolution to ſend a 


ſufficient number of forces into Germany, it will not be denied, 


that the troops which give occaſion for this debate, have really been 
uſeful to the common cauſe ;. nor will his Majeſty loſe the affections 
of any of his ſubjects, by the falſe accounts which have been. ſpread. 
of an invidious preference given to the troops of Hanover. | 
That every Government ought to endeavour to gain the eſteem. 
and confidence of the people, I ſuppoſe we are all equally con- 
vinced; but I, for my part, am very far from thinking that meaſures 
ought only to be purſued or rejected, as they are immediately fa- 
voured or diſliked by the populace. For as they cannot know either 
che cauſes or the end of public tranſactions, they can judge only 


from fallacious appearances, or the information of thoſe whoſe in- 


tereſt it may perhaps be to lead them away from the truth. That 
Monarch will be moſt certainly and moſt permanently popular, whe. 
ſteadily purſues the good of his people, even in oppoſition to their own. 
prejudices and clamours ; ; who diſregards calumnies, which, though . 
they may prevail for a day, time will ſufficiently confute, and flights f 
objections which he knows Fog be NOR aud anſyered beyond 
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Such, my Lords, are the obje&tions which Wave eu? fete 
apainſt the troops of Hanover, of which many SHE HAT WAfiks 
and many from prejudice ; and ſome may be fuppoſtd to "Ye" ade 
only for the fake of giving way to invectives, and indulging # petu- 
lint inc nation of ſpeaking contemptuouſly of Hanover. | 
With this view, my Lords, it has been afked, why the Hund we- 
rlans are preferred to all other nations? Why they have been ſelected 
from all other troops, to fight againſt France the cauſe of Europe ? 
They Were chofen, my Lords, becauſe they were moſt eaſily to be 
pftotured. Of the other nations from whom forces have ufuatly 
beeh hired, ſome were engaged in the care of protecting, or the 
deſign of extending their own dominions, and others had no troops 
levied, nor could therefore furniſh them with Sura eriough for the 
exigence that demanded them. 
| It has been aſked with an air of triumph, as à queſtion to which 
nd anſwer could be given, why an equal number of Britons was not 
ſent, fince their valour might be efteemed at leaſt equal to that of 
Hartoverians? I am far, my Lords, from intending to diminiſh the 
reputation of the Britiſh courage, or detract from that praiſe which 
has beeri pained by ſuch gallant enterpriſes, and preſerved by a long 
ſucceſſion of dangers, and of victories; nor do I expect that any 
nation will ever form a juſt claim to ſuperiority. The reafon, 
therefore, my Lords, for which the troops of Hanover were hired, 
was not that the bravery of our countrymen was doubted, but that 
the tranſportation of fach numbers might leave us naked to the in- 
ſults of an enemy. For though the noble Lord has declared, that 
after having fent ſixteen thouſand ints Flanders, we ſhould fein have 
reſerved for our defence a body of feven thouſand equal to that which 
the protection of this Kingdom was intruſted in the late war, his 
opinion will upon examination be found to have ariſen only from the 
enumkration of the names of bur regiments, matmy of which are 
fat from being coinplete, and fone almoſt merely nominal; ſo that 
perhaps if a body of fixteen thoufand more had been enk, Were 
would not have remained a fingle regiment to have repelled the 
crew of any 'daritig privater that mould bave landed to PROT Sur h 
villages, and ravage the defenceleſs country. 
It was defired; my Lords, by the Queen of gy "OY i ; 
army might appear on the continent in her favour, for ſhe knew 
the reputation and terror of our arms; and as her demand was equi- 
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thany — 2 ative” troops were ſentz is it was thought cot. 
venient t ſpate, the reſt were neceſſarily to Be hired; and it is ths 
buſinefs of theſe Lords who defend the tfivtion; to Mew from 
whenee they could be called more properly-than from Hanbver. 

It has been urged with great warmilizʒ that th& contract made for 
theſe troops has not been laid before the Senate, 4 charge which the 
noble Lord who ſpoke laſt but one, has ſhie wn ts be i} erinded ; 
becauſe the former determinations of the Senate enabled the Crown 
to garriſon the frontier towns without any new deliberations, but 
which may be perhaps more ſatisfactorily confuted by ſe wing that 
it is an acecuſation bf neglecting that which was in reality not pef 
ſible to be performed, or which at leaſt could not be performed 
without ſubjeQing the Government to OE 1 mere . 
gerous than thoſe which it now ſuffers. 

The accounts, my Lords, by which the miniſtry hs determina 
to ſend the army into Flanders, arrived only fifteen days before the 


feceſs of the Senate; nor was the reſolution formed, as it may eafily 


be imagined, till ſeveräl days after ; fo that there was very little 
time for ſenatorial deliberations; nor was it perhaps convenient ts 
publiſh at that time the whole ſcheme of our deſigns. 
But let us ſuppoſe, my Lords, that the Senate nad a) n feu days : 
befoke they roſe been conſulted, and that a vote of credit had been 
required to enable the Crown to hire forces during the interval of the i 
lellons; what would thoſe by whom this motion is ſupported have 
urged againſt it? Would they not with great appearance of reaſon 
have alledged the impropriety of ſuch an application to the thin re- 
mains of a Senate, from which almeſt all thoſe had retired,” whom 
their employments did not retain in the neighbourhood of the Court? 
Wduld it not have been echoed from one corner of theſe kingdoms 
to another, that the miniſtry had betrayed their country by à con- 
tract which they durſt not lay before a full Senate, and of which 
they Would truft the examination only to thoſe whom they had hired 
to approve it? Would not this have been generally afferted, and 
generally believed? Would not thoſe who diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
as the opponents of the Court, have urged, that the King ought to 
exert his prerogative, and truſt the equity of the Senate for the ap- 
probation bf his meaſures, and the payment of the tropps which he 
had Rene for the ſupport of the common _ the eauſe for 
ms 
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which ſo much zeal mami. 3 ' 


Vith juſtice be ſuſpected, that any reaſonable A IEG he « 
denied? Would not the ſolicitation of a grant of power without 


limits, to be exerted wholly at the diſcretion of the miniſtry, be cen- 


ſured as a precedent of the utmoſt danger, which it was the buſineſs 
of every man to oppoſe, who had not-loſt 2 regard to the conſtitu- 


; dien of his country? 


Thbeſe inſinuations, my Lords, were Fa a and lowed by the 


aer to he ſpecious, and therefore they determined to avoid them 
by purſuing their ſchemes at their own hazard, without any other 
ſecurity than the conſciouſneſs of the rectitude of their own deſigns; 


and to truſt to the equity of the Senate when they ſhould be laid 
before them, at a time when part of their effects might be diſco- 


vered, and when therefore no falſe repreſentations could be uſed to 


miſlead their judgment. They knew the zeal of the Commons for 
the great cauſe of univerſal liberty; they knew that their meaſures 


had no other tendency than the promotion of that cauſe, and there- 
fore they confidently formed thoſe expectations which have not de- 
- ceived them, that the pay of the troops would be readily granted, 


and ordered them therefore to march; though if the Commons had 


diſapproved their plan, they muſt have returned into their own coun- 
try, or have been ſupported at the expence of the electorate. 


The objedtions raiſed againſt theſe troops, have apparently had no 
5 in the other Houſe, becauſe ſupplies have been granted 


for their pay; and I believe they will, upon examination, be found 
by your Lordſhips not to deſerve much regard. | 


It is aſſerted, that they cannot act againſt. the Zinger eſtabliſhed 


| and acknowledged by the diet, without ſubjecting their country to 


an interdict; and it was therefore ſuſpected, that they would in 
reality be of no uſe. This ſuſpicion, my Lords, I ſuppoſe, it is 


no not neceſſary. to cenſure, ſince you have heard from his Majeſty, 
that they are preparing to march; and as the conſequences, of their 
conduct can only affect the electorate, its propriety or legality with 


regard to the conſtitution. of the empire, . falls. not ed wh! under 


dur conſideration. 


How his Majeſty's ee may he 3 even in . view, 


I ſuppoſe I need not inform any of this Aſſembly. . It is well known, 
chat the Emperor was choſen. not by the free conſent. of the diet, in 
which every elector voted according to his own ſenſe, but by a diet 


ait, | | 7 in 
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. of che empire was ſuſpended oats any 3 | 
to lawcor Jjuſticeziand in which the reſt were extorted by a French 
army, whieh⸗threatened immediate ruin to him who ſhould refuſe his 
conſent. | The Emperor thus choſen, was likewiſe afterwards recog- 
nized by the ſame powers, upon the ſame motives, and the aid was 
granted as the votes were . by the influence of hs armies -of 
France. 

For this reaſon, my Lords, the Queen of Hh il lular to 
give the Elector of Bavaria the ſtile and honours which belong to 
the imperial dignity; ſhe conſiders the Throne as ſtill vacant, and | 
requires that it ſhould be filled by an uninfluenced election. 
It has been obſerved, my Lords, that his Majeſty gave his vote 
to the Elector of Bavaria; and it has been therefore repreſented as 


an inconſiſtency in his conduct, that he ſhould make war againſt - 


him. But, my Lords, it will by no means. follow, that becauſe he 


voted for him, he thinks him lawfully elected, nor that it is unjuſt 


to diſpoſleſs him; though it is to be obſerved, that we are not making 
war to dethrone the Emperor, however elected, but to e "we 
Pragmatic Sanction. 

This obſervation, though ſomewhat 8 Pen the preſent 5 
bate, I have thought it not improper to lay before your Lordſhips, 


that no ſcruples might remain in the moſt delicate and ſcrupulous, 


and to ſhew that the meaſures of his M; cannot be juſtly . | 
with inconſiſteney. _. 
But this, my Lords, is not the * nor the greateſt benefit: which 
the Queen of Hungary has received from theſe troops; for it is 
highly probable, that the ſtates will be induced to concur in the 
common cauſe, when, they find. that they are not incited to a mock 
confederacy, when they perceive that. we really intend to a& vigo- 
rouſly, that we decline neither expence nor danger, and that a com- 
pliance with our demands will not expoſe them to ſtand alone and 
unaſſiſted againſt the power of F e alan by ſucceſs, and ar- 
perated by oppoſition. 8 ji | 

If this, my Lords, ſhould: "vo the conſequence of our n | 
and this conſequence is perhaps not far diſtant, it will no longer be, 
I hope, aſſerted, that theſe mercenaries are an | uſeleſs burthen to the 
nation, that. they. are of no advantage to the common. cauſe, or 
that the people have been betrayed by the miniſtry into expences, 
merely that Hanover mi ight be enriched. When the grand confede-- = 
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racy is once revived, and revived by any univerſal conviction of the 
deſtructive meaſures, the inſatiable. ambition, and the outrageous 
eruelty of the French, what may not the friends of liberty preſumg 
to expect? May they not hope, my Lords, that thoſe haughty troops 
which have been fo long employed in conquefts and invaſions, that 
have laid waſte the neighbouring countries with flaughters and de- 
vaſtations, will be ſoon compelled to retire to their own frontiers, 
and be content to guard the verge of their native provinces ? May 
we not hope, that they will ſogn be driven from their poſts; that 
they will be forced to retreat to a more defenſible ſtation, and admit 
the armies of their enemies into their dominions; and that they will 
be purſued from fortreſs to fortreſs, and from one intrenchment to 
another, till they ſhall be reduced to petition for 1 and * 
it by the alienation of part of their territories. 

1 hope, my Lords, it may be yet fafcly aſſerted that the French 
| eee powerful, are not invincible; that their armies may be 
deſtroyed, and their treaſures exhauſted; that they may therefore be 
reduced to narrow limits, and diſabled from 0 any el the 
W eee of the peace of the univerſe. 

It is well known, my Lords, that their wealth is not the 6004.8 
4 their own country; that gold is not dug out of their mountains, 
or rolled down their rivers; but that it is gained by an extenfive 
and ſucceſsful. commerce, carried on in, many parts of the world, to 
the diminution of our own. It is known likewiſe, that trade cannot 
be continued in war, without the protection of. naval armaments ; 
and that our fleet is at preſent ſuperior in ſtrength to thoſe of the 
greateſt part of the univerſe united. It is therefore reaſonably to 
be hoped, that though by aſſiſting the Houſe of Auſtria we ſhould 
| provoke the French to declare war againft us, their hoſtilities wodid 
produce none of thofe calamities which ſeem to be dreaded by part 
_ of this Aſſembly; ; and that ſhould a eonfederacy be formed as might 
be able to retort all the machinations of France upon herſelf, 2s 
would tear her beg from 979 5 and annex them to other 
IR | 

It has been urged, G0 no fuch Mere can be © xpetted f from the 

condi which we have lately purſued ; that we, who are thus daring 
the reſentment of the moft formidable power in the univerſe, have 
long ſuffered ourſelves to be inſulted by an enemy of far inferior 
| W that! we have been ae in n al our enterpriſes, "ne" have at 


pO | | preſeut 
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prefert appeared to deſiſt from any deſign of hoſtilities ; that che 
Spaniards ſcarcely perceive, that they have an enemy, or "ot any of 


| the calatnities or inconveniencies of war; and that they are every 
day enriched with the plunder of Britain without danger, and 


without labour. 

That che war againſt Spain has not hitherto been remarkably 5 
ceſsful, muſt be confeſſed; and though the Spaniards cannot boaſt of 
any other advantages than the defence of their own dominions, yet 
they may perhaps be ſome what elated, as they have been able to hold 
out againſt an enemy ſuperior to themſelves. But, my Lords, I am 
far from believing, that they conſider the war againſt us as an ad- 


| vantage, or that they do not lament it as one of the heavieſt cala- 


mities that could fall upon them. If it be aſked, in what part of 
their dominions they feel any effects of our bog, I ſhall anſwer 
with great confidence, that they feel them in every part which is 
expoſed to the evils of a naval war; that they are in pain wherever 
they are ſenſible ; that they are wounded wherever they are not ſha- 


tered from our blows, by the inte 885 15 the nations of the 


continent. 


ments, we ſhall find that their ſhips of war are ſhut up in the har- 
bour of France, and that the fleets of both nations are happily 
blocked up together, ſo that they can neither extricate each other 
by concerted motions, in which our attention might be diſtracted, 
and our force divided, nor by their united force break through the 
bars by which they are ſhut up from the uſe of the ocean: _ 

But this, my Lords, however important with reſpect to us, is 
perhaps the ſmalleſt i inconvenience which the Spaniards feel from our 
naval ſuperiority. They have an army, my Lords, in Italy, expoſed I 
to all the miſeries of famine, while our fleet prohibits the tranſporta- 
tion of thoſe proviſio ons which have been ſtored in veſſels. for their 
ſupply, and which muſt be probably ſoon made defencelels by the 
want of ammunition, and fall into the hands of their enemies without 
the honour of a battle. 6 ET Ea 
But what to the pride of a Spaniard muſt be yet; a more ſevere 
aMiQtion, they have on the fame continent a natural confederate, 


Who is yet ſo intimidated by the Britiſh fleets," that he dares neither 
afford them refuge i in his dominions, | nor ſend bis troops to their 


ws | 1 nee, The Queen, amidſt all the debe bug her cd 
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ambition forms for the exaltation of her family, finds her own ſon, 
after having received a kingdom from her kindneſs, reſtrained from 


ſupporting. her, and reduced to preſerve thoſe territories which ſhe 


has beſtowed upon him, by e ber from whom be re- 


ceived them. 
Theſe, my Lords, are the inconveniencies which the Fee 
feel from our fleets in the Mediterranean; and even theſe, however 


_ embarraſſing, however deprefling, are lighter than thoſe which * 


American navy produces. It is apparent, that money is equivalent 


to ſtrength, a propoſition of which, if it could be doubted, the Spaniſh | 


Monarchy would afford ſufficient proof, as it has been for a long 
time ſupported on y by the power of riches. It is therefore impoſ- 


ſüble to weaken Spain more ſpeedily or more certainly, than by in- 


tercepting or obſtructing the annual ſupplies of gold and ſilver which 
ſhe receives from her American provinces, by which ſhe was once 


| enabled to threaten ſlavery to all the neighbouring nations, and i in- 


cited to begin, with the ſubjection of this iſland, her mighty ſcheme 


of univerſal monarchy, and by which ſhe has ſtill continued to exalt | 


| Herſelf to an equality with the moſt powerful nations, to erect new, 
| kingdoms, and ſet at defiance the Auſtrian power. 


Theſe ſupplies, my Lords, are now, if not wholly, yet in, a EF 


meaſure withheld ; and by all the efforts which the Spaniards now 


make, they are exhauſting their vitals, and waſting the natural 


ſtrength of their native country. While they made war with ad- 
ventitious treaſures, and only ſquandered one year what another 
would repay them, it was not eaſy to foreſee how long their pride 


would incline- them to hold out againſt ſuperior ſtrength. While 


they were only engaged in a naval war, they might have perſiſted 
for a long time in a kind of paſſive obſtinacy; and while they were 
engaged i in no foreign enterprizes, might have ſupported that trade 


with each other which is neceſſary for the ſupport of life, upon the 


credit of thoſe treaſures which are annually heaped up in their ſtore- 


houſes, though they are not received; and by which, upon the ter- 
mination of the war, all their debts might at once be paid, and all 


their funds be re-eſtabliſhed. 


But at preſent, my Lords, their condition is far Afkerent; 3 they, 


have been tempted by the proſpect of enlarging their dominions to 
raiſe armies for diſtant expeditions, which muſt be ſupported i ip a 


W country, and « can be Ty only by regular remittances of | 


treaſure, 


ww 
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treaſure, and have formed theſe projects at a time when the means 
of purſuing them are cut off, They have by one war increaſed 
their expences, when their receipts are obſtructed by another. | 
In this ſtate, my Lords, I am certain the Spaniards are very far 
from thinking the hoſtility of Britain merely, nominal, and from en- 
quiring in what part of the world their enemies are to be found. 
The troops in Italy ſee them failing in triumph over the Mediterra- 
nean, intercepting their proviſions, and. prohibiting thoſe ſuccours 
| which they expected from their confederate of Sicily. In Spain 
their taxes and their poverty, poverty which every day increaſes, 
inform them, that the ſeas of America are poſſeſſed by the fleets of 
Britain, by whom their mines are made uſeleſs, and their wealthy 
poor ere reduced to an empty ſound. Yo 

They may, indeed, comfort themſelves in their diftreſſes with the 
advantages which their troops have gained over the King of Sardi- 
nia, and with the entrance which they ſhave forced into his domi- 
nions ; but this can afford them no long ſatisfaction, ſince they will 
probably never be able to break through the paſſes at which they 
have arrived, or to force their way into Italy; and muſt periſh at 
the feet of ĩinacceſſible rocks, where they are now ſupported at ſuch 
an expence, that they are more burthenſome to their own maſter, 
than to the King of Sardinia. 12 

Of this Prince I know not why i it has been aſſerted, hat he will 
probably violate his engagements to Britain and Auſtria; that he 
will purchaſe peace by perfidy, and grant a paſſage to the army of 
Spain. His conduct has certainly given hitherto no reaſon for ſuch 
an imputation; he has oppoſed them with fortitude and vigour, and 
addreſs; nor has he failed in any of the duties required of a general 
or an ally; he has expoſed his perſon to the moſt urgent dangers, 
and his dominions to the ravages of war; he has rejected all the ſo- 
licitations of France, and ſet her menaces at defiance; and ſurely, | 
my Lords, if no private man ought to be cenſured without juſt rea- 
ſon, even in familiar diſcourſe, we ought {till to be more cautious 
of injuring the reputation of Princes by public reproaches in the 
ſolemn debates of national Aſſemblies. 5 

The ſame licentiouſneſs of ſpeech has not, 1 "ch extended 
to all the Princes mentioned in this debate. The Emperor has been 
tregted with remarkable decency as the lawful Sovereign of Ger- 
1 as one who cannot be oppoſed without rebellion, and againſt 
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whom we therefore cannot expect that the troops . Hanover thowld 
preſume to act, ſince they 1 muſt expoſe t their country t to the ſer everities 
of the imperial i interdict. 


The noble Lords Who have thus ardently alerted the rights of the 
Emperor, who have repreſented i in ſuch ftrong language the crime of 
violating, the German conſtitutions, and have commended the neu- 


| trality « of the King « of Pruſſia, as proper to | be imitated by all the reſt 


of the Princes of the empire, have forgotten, or hoped that others 
would forget, the injuſtice and violence by which he exalted himſelf 


to the Throne, from which they appear to think it a ſacrilegigus at- 


tempt to endeavour to thruſt him down. They forget, that one of 
the votes was illegally ſuſpended, and that the reſt were extorted by 
the terror of an army, Wee 19 8 that he invited the French i ing 


8 


In defence of the Pragmatic 9 ict my 3 Ws all, the 


C | Princes of the Empire, except bis Majeſty, faw violated without Fat 
Y 


cern, are we now required to exert our force; we are required o 


to perform what we promiſed by the moſt ſolemn treaties, which, 
though they have been broken by the cowardice or ambition of other 


powers, | it will be our r greateſt honour to obſerve with n 
fidelity. 


With this — 5 as your Lordſhips have already "ig informed, | 
the Hanoverian troops will march into the empire ; nor has their 


march been hitherto delayed, either becauſe there was yet. no regular 


| ſcheme projected, or becauſe they were obliged to wait for the per- 
miſſion of the King of Pruſſia, or becauſe they intended only to amuſe 
Europe with an empty ſhow ; they were detained, my Lords, in 


Flanders, becauſe it was believed, that they were more uſeful there 


than they would be in any other place, becauſe they at once en- 


couraged the ſtates, alarmed the French, defended the Low Countries, 


and kept the communication open between the Queen' s dominions 
and thoſe of her allies. Nor were theſe advantages, my Lords, 


chimerical, and ſuch as are only ſuggeſted by a warm imagination; 
for it is evident that by keeping their ſtation in thoſe countries, they 


haue changed the ſtate of the war, that Bey have protected the Queen 


aw. # * 


given 
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given her an opportunity of eftabliſhing herſelf in the poſſeſſion of 
Bavaria; that the French forces, inſtead of being ſent either to t 
aſſiſtance of the King of Spain againſt the King of Sardinia, or « 15 
the Emperor, for the recovery of thoſe dominions which he has loſt 
by an implicit confidence in their alliance, have been neceſſarily 
drawn down to the oppoſite extremity of their dominions, where the 
are of no uſe either to their own country, or to their confederates. 


The united troops of Britain and Hanover, therefore, carried on the 


war, by living at eaſe in their quarters in Flanders more efficaciouſly, 
than if they had marched immediately into Bavaria or Bohemia. 
Thus, my Lords, I have endeavoured to ſhow the juſtice of .our 
deſigus and the uſefulneſs of the meaſures by which we have endea- 
voured to- execute them ; and doubt not, but your Lordſhips will, 
upon conſidering. the arguments which have been urged on either fide, 
and theſe which your oa reflections will ſuggeſt, allow that it was 
not only juſt but neceſſary to take into our pay the troops of Hanover, 
for the ſupport of the Pragmatick Sanction and the preſervation of 
the Houſe of Auſtria ; and that ſince the ſame reaſons which induced 
the government to hire them, ſtill make it neceſſary to retain them, 


you will prefer the general happineſs of Europe, the obſervation of 


public faith, and the ſecurity of our on liberties and thoſe of our 
poſterity, to a ſmall alleviation of our preſent expences, and unani- 
mouſly reje& a motion, which has no other tendeney than to reſign 
the world into the hands of the French, and purchaſe a ſhort and 
dependent tranquillity by * loſs o all thoſe We which make 
life deſirable. | 

Lord LonsDaLE Ginks next to the 8 effect 1 Lands. 
Notwithſtanding the confidence with which the late meaſures. of the 
government have been defended by their authors, I am. not yet ſet 


free from the ſcruples which my oven obſervations had raiſed, and 


which have been ſtrengthened by the aſſertions of thoſe noble n. 
who have ſpoken in vindication of the motion. | 
Many of the objections which have been raiſed and 3 — 


; all the power of argument, have yet remained unanfwered, or thoſe 


anſwers which have deen offered are ſuch as leave the argument in its 
full ſtrength, Many of the aſſertions which have been produced ſeem 
the effects of hope rather than conviction, and we are rather told 
What ee eee GE 11 n neee 
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1. am, indeed, one of thoſe whom it will be difficult to beine of 
e propriety of engaging in a new war, when we are unſucceſsful: in 
that which we have already undertaken, and of provoking a more 


| powerful enemy, when all our attempts are baſed by a weaker; and 
cannot yet ſet myſelf free from the apprehenſion of new defeats and 


new diſgraces from the arms of France, after having long ſeen how 
little we are able to puniſh the inſolence of Spain. I cannot but fear 
that by an ill-timed and uſeleſs oppoſition to ſchemes, which, how- 
| ever deſtructiye or unjuſt, we cannot obviate, we ſhall ſubject our- 


ſelves to numberleſs calamities, that the ocean will be covered with 


new fleets of priyateers, that our commerce will be interrupted in 
every part of the world, and that we ſhall only provoke France to 
ſeize what ſhe would at leaſt have ſpared ſome time longer. 


But, my Lords, if it be granted, that the Pragmatick SanRion is 
obligatory to us, though it is violated by every other power, that we 
ſhould labour to reduce the powers of Europe to an equipoiſe, when- 


ever accident or folly produces any alteration of the balance; and 
that we are now not to preſerve the Houſe of Auſtria from falling, 
put raiſe it from the duſt, and reſtore i it to its ancient ſplendor, eyen 


at the hazard of a war with that power which now gives laws to all 
the weſtern nations; yet it will not ſurely be aſſerted, that we ought 


to be without limits, that we ought to preſerve the Houſe of Auſtria 


not only by the danger of our on country, but by its certain ruin, 
and endeayour to ayert the poſſibility of ſlavery by ſubjecting ourſelves 


to miſeries more ſevere than the utmoſt arrogance of Fee or the 
p_ cruel wantonneſs of tyranny, would infli& upon us. 

"VF have obſerved, that many Lords have expreſſed in this Ada: an 
uncommon ardour for the ſupport. of the Queen of Hungary; nor is it 


without pleaſure, that L ſee the moſt laudable of all motives, juſtice 


and compaſſion, operate in this great Aſſembly with ſo much force. 


1 May your Lordſhips always continue to ſtand the great advocates for 


: public faith, and the patrons of true greatneſs in diſtreſs, may 


magnanimity always yaw Pau: wow; and e fnd- nr 


| under yaur protection. 
Ilikewiſe, my 1 deſire to be ml among bete who 


reverence the virtues and pity the miſeries of this illuſtrious Princeſs, 


who look with deteſtation on thoſe who have invaded the dominions 
which they had obliged themſelves: by ſolemn treaties to defend, and 
| ow ye taken adyantage e of the 8 . confederacy againſt her, to 

| cenrich 
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enrich themſelves with her n 1211 _ en * diſtreſs and 
aggravated her misfortunes.” * 
But, my Lords, while 1 feel all theſe hn aaa for : 
the Queen of Hungary, I have not yet been able to forget, that my 
own country claims a nearer regard; that I am obliged both by in- 
tereſt and duty to preſerve myſelf and my poſterity, and my fellow. | 
ſubjects from thoſe miſeries which I lament; when they happen to 
others, however diftant, I cannot but remember, that I am not to 
fave another from deſtruction by BY EIN nor to maſons 
EY the ruin of Britain. Sil v1t4 

Though I am therefore, my Lande, not a e to TY : 
Goin of Hungary, I think it neceſſary to fix the limits of our re- 
gard, to enquire how far we may proceed with ſafety, and what ex- 
pences the nation can bear, and how thoſe expences: may be beſt 
employed. The danger of the Queen of Hungary ought not to have an 


effect which would be reproachful, even if the danger was our own. : 


It ought not ſo far to engroſs our faculties: as to hinder us from at- 


tending to every other object. The man, who runs into a greater 


evil to avoid a leſs, evidently ſhews, that he is defective either in = 


prudence or in courage, that either he wants the natural power of - 
diſtinguiſhing, or that his dread of an approaching, or his 1 ans | 


of a preient evil; bas taten it -V lz 
Let us therefore examine, my 3 the meds with hich 


thoſe who are intruſted: with the adminiſtration of public affairs, 


would perſuade us to concur, and enquire. whether they are ſuch as 
can be approved by us without danger to our country. - Let us con- | 


fider, my Lords, yet more nearly, whether they are not ſuch. as we 
ourſelves could not be prevailed upon even to regard as the object of 


deliberation, were we not dazzled on one part by glaring proſpects of 
triumphs and honours, of the reduction of France, and the reſcue of 


the world, of the propagation of liberty, and the defence of religion, 
and intimidated on the other by the view of approaching dere | 
the cruelties of perſecution, and the hardſhips of ſlavery. + 


All the arts of exaggeration, my Lords, have been prafiifed t to 5 | 
condile us to the meaſures which are now propoſed, and indeed all are 
neceſſary: for the expences to which we are about to condemn this | 
nation are ſuch as it is not able to bear, and to which no Lord in 


tip Hauſe would conſent were he __ enough to number the Tams. 
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DEBATE ON err. 
To prove the truth of this aſſertion, — mncelfany;:-/1e | 


any Lord in this Aſſembly willing to aſſiſt the Queen of Hungary at 


the expence of ſixteen hundred thouſand a year ?—L think the uni- 
verſal ſilence af this Aſſembly is a ſufficient proof, that no one is 
willing; I will however repeat my queſtion.—ls any Lord in this 


Aſſembly willing that this nation ſhould aſſiſt the Queen of Hungary 


at the annual expence of ſixteen hundred thouſand pounds ?—The 
Houſe is, as I expected, ſtill filent, and therefore I may now ſafely 
proceed upon the ſuppoſition: of an unanimous negative. Nor does 
any thing remain in order to evince the impropriety of the meaſures 


| which'we-are about to purſye, but that every Lord may reckon up 


the ſum required for the. ſupport of thoſe troops. Let him take a view 
of our military eſtimates, and he will quickly be convinced, how 


much we are condemned to fuffer in this cauſe. He will find, that 
er are about not only to remit yearly into a foreign country more 


man a million and a half of money, but to hazard the lives of multi- 


tudes of our fellow - ſubjects, in a quarrel which at moſt affects us but 


remotely; that we are about to incur as OT ROO 


- greater-than that which the principals ſuſtain. . ies 
Tube ſom which I have mentioned, my Lords, enormous as it may 


appear, is by no means exaggerated beyond the truth. Whoever 
ſhall examine the common military eſtimates, will eafily be con- 
vinced, that the forces which we now maintain upon the Continent 


cannot be ſupported at leſs expence; and that we are therefore about 
to exhauſt our country in à diſtant quarrel, _ to e our Wood 
and' treaſure with uſeleſs profuſion. | 


This profuſion, my. Lords, is uſclefs, at leaft vſcleſs to a 


| a than an oftentatious diſplay of our forces, and our riches ;- not 


becauſe the balance of power is irrecoverably deſtroyed, not becauſe 


It is contrary to the natural intereſt of an iſland to engage in wars on 
the continent, nor becauſe we ſhall loſe more by the diminution of 


our commerce, than we ſhall gain by an annual victory. It is uſe- 


leſs, not becauſe the power of France has by long negligence been 


ſuffered to ſwell beyond all oppoſition, nor becauſe the Queen of 
Hungary - ought not to be aſſiſted at the hazard of this kingdom, 
though all theſe reaſons are of importance enough to claim our con- 
fideration. It is uſeleſs, my Lords, becauſe the Queen of Hungary 
way ne. e at leG.charge, becauſe a third _ 
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of this ſum will enable her to xaiſe, n n. 1 
of men than have now been ſent her. 

Nor will the troops which ſhe way; ht FI 5 mig mp 
Lords, be only more numerous, but more likely to proſecute the war 
with ardour ; and to conclude. it therefore with ſucceſs. They will 
fight for the preſervaton of their own country, they will drew their 
words to defend their houſes and their eſtates, their wives and their 
children from the rage of tyrants and invaders; they will enter the 
field as men who cannot leave it to their enemies without reſigning 
all that makes life valuable ʒ and ms will enen more willingly die 
than turn their backs. FE l a 

It may reaſonably eee ae eee 
place more confidence in ſuch forces, than in tops which are to 
fight only for honour or for pay; and that ſhe will expect from the 
affection of her own ſubjects, a degree of zeal and conſtancy which 
he cannot hope to exaite in foreigners; and that ſhe will think 
herſelf more ſecure in the protection of thoſe whoſe fidelity ſhe may 
ſecure by the ſolemnity of an oath, than thoſe who have no particular 
regard for her perſon, nor any obligations to ſupport her government. 

It is no inconſiderable motive to this method of aſſiſting our ally, 
that we ſhall entirely take away from France all pretences of hoſ- 
tilities or reſentment, ſince we ſhall not attack her troops or invade 
ber frontiers, but only furniſh the Queen of Hungary with money, 
without directing her how to apply it. I am far, my Lords, from 
being ſo much intimidated by the late increaſe of the French great- 
neſs, as to imagine, that no limits can be ſet to their ambition. I 
am far from deſpairing, that the Queen of Hungary alone ſupported | 


by us with - pecuniary affiftance, may be able to reduce them ts 


falicitations for peace by driving them out of her dominions, and 
purſuing them into their own. But as the chance of war is always 
uncertain, it is ſurely moſt prudent to chuſe ſuch a conduct as may 
exempt us from danger in all events; and ſinee we are not certain of 
conquering the French, it is, in my opinion, moſt eligible not ta 
provoke them, becauſe we cannot be conquered without ruin, 

This method is yet eligible on another account ; by proceeding 
with frugality, we ſhall gain time to obſerve the progreſs of the war, 
and watch the appearance of any favourable opportunity, haters exo 
"_ ourſelves ſo far as to be e to wee them, 


Te 
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The time, my Lords, at which we ſhall "FR thus ' exhai 
which we ſhall be reduced to an-abſolute inability to raiſe an e or 
equip a fleet, is not at a great diſtance. If our late profuſion be for 
a ſhort time continued, we ſhall quickly have drained the laſt remains 
of the wealth of our country. We have long gone on from year to 
year, -raifing taxes and contracting debts; and unleſs the riches of 
Britain are abſolutely unlimited, muſt in a ſhort time reduce them to 
nothing. Our expences are not all, indeed, equally deſtructive; 
ſome, though the method of raifing them be vexatious and oppreſſive, 
do not much impoveriſh the nation, becauſe they are refunded by the 
_ extravagance and luxury of thoſe who are retained in the pay of the 
Court; but foreign wars threaten immediate deſtruction, ſince the 


5 money that is A; diſtant. countries can never fall baek into its 
former channels, is ONES on the continent ! irrecover- 
_ loft... 61 


When this . is 1 to my l a on ahh occa- 
N PR no man who has any regard for himſelf or his poſterity can omit 
it,.I cannot but think with horror on a vote by which ſuch prodigious 
ſums are wafted into another region: I cannot but tremble at the 
found of a tax for the ſupport of a foreign war, and think a French 
army landed on our coaſts not much more to be dreaded than the 
annual payment to which we appear now to be condemned, and 
from hien Waere can preſerve us but che ons WI is now 

Ms e ni the 8 were e or by kat 
motives ineited to vote a ſupply for the ſupport of this mercenary 
- force, L have not yet heard; nor as a Member of this Houſe, my 
Lords, was it neceſſary for me to enquire. Their authority, though 


mentioned with ſo much ſolemnity on this occaſion, is to have no 


influence on our determinations. If. they are miſtaken, it is more 
neceſſary for us to enquire with uncommon caution. If they are 
corrupt, it is more neceſſary for us to preſerve our integrity. If we 
are to comply blindly with their deciſions, our knowledge or experi- 
ence are of no benefit to our country, we only waſte time in uſeleſs 
falemyities, and may be once more declared uſeleſs to the public. 
The Commons, my Lords, do not imagine themſelves, nor are 
iwagined by the nation, to conſtitute the legiſlature. The people, 
when: any uncommon heat prevails | in the other Houſe, diſturbs their 
| Aebates- + and over-rules their determinations, have been 1881 accuſ- 


tomed 


th 
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tomed to expect redreſs and ſecurity from our calmer counſels; and 
have conſidered this Houſe as the place where reaſon and juſtice may 
be heard, when by clamour and uproar they are driven from the other. 
On this occaſion, my. Lords, every Britain fixes his eyes upon us, 
and every man who has ſagacity enough to diſcover the diſmal ap- 
proach of public, poverty, now ſupplicates your Lordſhips, boy Wes 
ing to this Addreſs, to preſerve him from it. 
Then the SPEAKER ſpoke to the following . M Landes 
Having very attentively obſerved the whole progreſs of this important 
debate, and conſidered with the utmoſt impartiality the arguments 
which have been made uſe of on each ſide, I cannot think the queſ- 
tion before us doubtful. or difficult; and hope that I may promote a 
peedy deciſion of it by recapitulating what has u already urged, 
that the debate may be conſidered at one view, ànd by adding ſome 
obſervations which have ariſen. to my own thoughts on this occaſion.” 
At the firſt view of the queſtion before us in its preſent ſtate, no 
man can find any reaſons for prejudice in favour of the Addreſs pro- 
poſed. This Houle is, indeed, yet divided, and many Lords have 
ſpoken on each ſide with great force and with great addreſs; but the 


authority of the other Houſe, added to the numbers which have al- 


ready declared in this for the ſupport of the foreign troops, is is ſuf- 
icient to turn the balance, in the opinion of any man who contents 
himſelf to judge by the firſt appearance of things; and muſt incline: 
him to imagine that poſition at leaſt more probable, which is ratified ; 
by the determination of one Houſe and yet undecided by the other. 
I know, my Lords, what may be objected to theſe obſervations on 


the other Houſe, and readily agree with the noble Lord, that our de- 


terminations ought not to be influenced by theirs. But on this oc 
fon, I introduce their deciſion not as the decres of legiſlators, but as 
the reſult of the conſideration of wiſe men; and in this ſenſe it may be 
no leſs reaſonable to quote the determination of the Commons, than 
to introduce the opinion of any private man whoſe knowledge or ex- 
perience give his opinion a claim to our regard. a 
Nor do I mention the weight of authority on one ſide as ſallicient 
to influence the private determination of any in this great Aſſembly. 
It is the privilege and the duty of every man, who poſſeſſes a ſeat in 
the higheſt council of his country, to make uſe of his on eyes and 
his on underſtanding, to reject thoſe arguments of which he cannot 


find the force, whatever effect they may have upon others, and to 
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diſcharge" the great truſt conferied upon) him a by na Pre: 
ſcience but his own. 55 


Fet though we oe by us m c- ſuffer ee Gbterthinadicts of 


| W men to repreſs our enquiries, we may certainly make uſe of 


them to aſſiſt them; we may very properly therefore inquire the rea- 
fons that induced the other Houſe to approve thoſe bills which are 


brought before them, ſince it is not Ikely that their conſent was ob. 
tained without arguments, at leaſt probable, though they are not to 


de by us conſidered as concluſive upon their authority. The chief 


advantage which the public receives from a legiſlature formed of 
feveral diſtinct powers, is, that all laws muſt paſs through many deli- 


derations of aſſemblies independent on each other, of which, if the 


one be agitated by faction or diſtracted by diviſions, it may be hoped, 


* that the other will be calm and united, and of wich it can hardly be 
feared that they can at any time concur in ane. apparently” de. 
ſtructi ve to the commonwealth. - 


But theſe enquiries; my n how ehtt or neceſſary, are 


to be made by us not in ſolemn aſſemblies, but in our private cha- 
rafters; and therefore I ſhall not now lay before your Lordſhips what 
Fave heard from thoſe whom I have conſulted for the ſake of obtain- 
ing information on this important queſtion, or ſhall at leaſt not offer 
it as the opinion ef the Commons, or pretend to add t to it Su in- 


fluence different from that of reaſon and truth. 


Te arguments which have been offered in this debate for the mo- 
tion, are indeed ſuch as do not make any uncommon expedients ne- 


oeſſary, they will not drive the advocates for the late meaſures to ſeek 


a refuge in authority-inſtead of reaſon.” They require, in my opinion, 
only to be conſidered with a calm mom ee. ac nene wil im- 
OY BEACH an nc | 


which your appeddatioit is is now deſired, were concerted and executed 
without the concurrence of the Senate; and it is therefore urged, 
that they cannot now deſerve ou approbation, DST it Was not 


aſked at the proper time. 
In order to anſwer this objection, my Lords, it is > neveſlires con- 


ſider it more diſtinctly than thoſe who made it appear to have done, 
that we may not ſuffer ourſelves to confound queſtions real and 
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That the conſent of the Senate was not aſked, my Lords, ſuppoſing 
it a neglect, and a neglect of a criminal kind, of a tendency to weaken 
our authority and ſhake the foundations of our conſtitution, which is 
the utmoſt that the moſt ardent imagination, or the moſt hyperbolical 
rhetoric can utter or ſuggeſt, may be indeed a juſt reaſon for invective 
againſt the-miniſtets, but is of no force if urged againſt the meaſures. 
To take auxiliaries in our pay may be right, though it might be wrong 
to hire them without applying to the Senate; as it is proper to throw 
water upon a fire, though it was conveyed to the place without the 
leave of thoſe from whoſe well it was "ys or over . . | 
it was carried. | 
If the liberties of Europe be _ in danger, if our treaties oblige 5 
us to aſſiſt the Queen of Hungary againſt the invaders of her do- 
minions, if the ambition of France requires to be repreſſed, and che 
powers of Germany to de animated againſt her by the certain proſpect 
of a vigorous ſupport, I cannot diſcover the propriety of this motion, 
eren ſuppoſing that we have not found from the miniſters all the 
reſpect that we have a right to demand. As a lawful authority may 
do wrong, fo right may be ſometimes done by an unlawful power ; 
and ſurely, though uſurpation ought to be puniſhed, the benefits which 
have been procured by it, are not to be thrown away. We may re- 
tain the troops that have been hired, if they are uſeful, ada we 
ſhould cenſure the miniſtry for taking them into pay. . 
But the motion to which our concurrence is now required, i is 2 
motion by which we are to puniſh ourſelves for the crime of the 
miniſters, by which we are about to leave ourſelves defenceleſe, be- 


cauſe we have been armed without our conſent, and to reſign up 


all our nights and privileges to France, becauſe we ſuſpect, that they 
have not been ſufficiently regarded on this oecafion by our miniſters. 

Thoſe noble Lords who have dwelt with the greateſt ardour on 
this omiſſion, have made no propofition for cenſuring thoſe whom 
they condemn as the authors of it, though this objection muſt ter- 
minate in an enquiry. into their conduct, and has no real relation to 
the true queſtion now before us, which is; Whether the auxiliaries 
be of any uſe? If they are uſeleſs, they ought to be diſcharged with 
out any other reaſon; if they are fieceſſary, they ought WIE On. 
whatever cenſure may fall upon the miniſtry. = 

1 am, indeed, far from thinking, that hen your Lordſhipe eve 
CR examined the affaiv, you wo think 8 krzwileges in- 


vaded, 


* 
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vaded, od hb public e by artifice into expenſive.3 Wer 
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fince it will appear, that the miniſtry in reality preferred the. moſt 
honeſt to the ſafeſt methods of proceeding, and choſe rather to 
hazard themſelves, than to practiſe or appear to practiſe any fraud 
upon their countrꝛ. 

When it was reſolved in council to 5 3 troops of eee 
into the pay of Britain, a reſolution which, as your Lordſhips have 
already been informed, was made only a few days before the Senate 
roſe, it was natural to conſider, Whether the conſent of the Senate 


mould not be demanded ; but when it appeared upon reflection, that 


to bring an affair of ſo great importance before the laſt remnant of 
a Houſe of Commons, after far the greater part had retired to the 
care of their own affairs, would be ſuſpected as fraudulent, and might 
give the nation reaſon to fear, that ſuch meaſures were intended as 
the miniſters were afraid of laying before a full Senate. It was 
thought more proper to defer the application to the next ſeſſion, and 
to venture upon the meaſures that were formed, 0 a full convic- 
tion of their neceſſit ß. 

This conduct, my . was — ia to the 8 
of thoſe, by whom the court has hitherto been oppoſed, and who have 
ſignalized themſelves as the moſt watchful guardians of liberty. 


Among theſe. men, votes of credit have never been mentioned but 


with deteſtation, as acts of implicit confidence, by which the riches 


of the nation are thrown down at the feet of the miniſtry to be 
ſquandered at pleaſure. When it has been urged, that emergencies 


may ariſe, during the receſs of the Senate, which may produce a 


| neceſſity of expences, and that therefore ſome credit ought to be given 


which may enable the crown to provide againſt accidents, it has 
been-anſwered, that the expences which are incurred during the re- 


' ceſs of the Senate, will be either neceſſary or not; that if they are 
_ neceſſary, the miniſtry have no reaſon to diſtruſt the approbation of 


the Senate, but if they are uſeleſs, they ought not to expect it. And 
that, inſtead of deſiring to be exempted from any ſubſequent cenſures, 


andꝭ to be ſecured in exactions or prodigality by a previous vote, they 
ought willingly to adminiſter the public affairs at their own hazard, 


and [await the judgment of the Senate, when the time ſhall come, i in 
which their proceedings are laid before it. | 
Such have hitherto been the ſentiments of the moft mom o- 
cates for the rights of the people; Har did I expect from any man 
who 
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* led 1 under that. character; that he would cenſure 
the miniſtry for having thrown themſelves upon the judgment of the 
Senate, and neglected to ſecure themſelves by any previous applica- 
tions, for having truſted in their own integrity, and expoſed their 
conduct to an open examination without ſubterfuges and without 


; precautions. I did not imagine, my Lords, that a Senate, upon 
w whoſe deciſion all the meaſures which have been taken, ſo apparently 
1 depend, would have been ſtiled a Senate convened only to regiſter 

8 the determinations of the miniſtry; or that any of your Lordſhips 

1 would think his privileges diminiſhed, becauſe e was not * 

f manded before the uſe of it was fully known. | 

© If we lay aſide, my Lords, all enquiries into a RT 


1 without regard to any political conſiderations, examine this affair 
only by the light of reaſon, it will ſurely appear, that the miniſtry 
could not, by any other method of proceeding, have ſhewn equal re- 
d gard to the Senate, or equal confidence in their juſtice and their : 
or wiſdom. Had they deſired a vote of credit, it might have been juſtly | 

objected, that they required to be truſted with the public money, 

without declaring; or being able to declare, how it was to be em- 
ployed; that either they queſtioned the wiſdom or honeſty of the 
. Senate; and therefore durſt undertake nothing, till they were ſecure 


8 of the ſupplies · neceſſary for the execution of it. Had they informed 

5 both Houſes of their whole ſcheme, they might have been ſtill charged, 

55 and charged with great appearance of juſtice, with having preferred 

4 their own ſafety to that of the public, and having rather diſcovered 

5 their deſigns to the enemy, than truſted to the judgment of the Senate; 
5 nor could any excuſe have been made for a conduct ſo contrary to all 
8 the rules of war, but ſuch as muſt have diſhonoured either the mi- 

5 niſters or the Senate, ſuch as muſt haye implied, either that the mea- | 
. ſures intended were unworthy of approbation, or that they were by 

0 


no means certain, that even the beſt conduct would not be cenſured. 
jd Theſe objections they foreſaw, and allowed to be valid ; and there= 
fore generouſly determined to purſue the end which every man was 
£4 ſuppoſed to approve, by the beſt means which they could diſcover, 
and to refer. their conduct to a full Senate, in which they did not 
doubt but their integrity, and perhaps their ſueceſs, would find them 
. vindicators. Inſtead of applying, therefore, to the remains of the 
25 Commons, a few days before the general receſs; 35 inſtead of aſſembling 
an their friends by private intimations, at a time When moſt of, thoſe, 
OI Yeu I | Yb.” . _ from 
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| from whom * might have dreaded pokes n 

determined to attempt, at their own hazard, whatever they, judged 
neceſſary for the promotion of the common cauſe, and to refer their 
meaſures to the Senate, when it ſhould be again aſſembled. 

The manner in which one of the noble Lords, who have ſpoken 
in ſupport of the Addreſs, has thought it neceſſary that they ſhould 
have applied to us, is indeed ſomewhat extraordinary, fuch as is 
certainly. without precedent, and ſuch as is not very conſiſtent with 
the conſtituent rights of the different powers of the legiſlature. - His, 
| Lordſhip has been pleaſed to remark, that the crown has entered into 
a treaty, and to aſk why that treaty was not e laid before the 
Senate for its approbation ? 

I know not, my Lords, wich what propriety this 3 for the 
troops of Hanover can be termed a treaty. It is well known, that 
no power in this kingdom can enter into a treaty with a foreign ſtate 
except the King; and it is equally certain, that, with regard to Ha- 
nover, the ſame right is limited to the Elector. This treaty there- 
fore, my Lords, is a treaty of the ſame perſon with himſelf, a treaty 
of which the two counterparts are to receive their ratification from 


being ſigned with the ſame hand. This ſurely is a treaty of a new 


kind, ſuch as no national aſſembly has yet conſidered. Had any 
other power of Britain than its King, or in Hanover any other than 
the Elector, the right of entering into public engagements, a treaty 
| might have been made; but as the conſtitution of both nations is 
formed, the treaty is merely chimerical and abſolutely impoſſible. 
Had ſuch a treaty, -as is thus vainly imagined, been really made, 
it would yet be as inconſiſtent with the fundamental eſtabliſhment of 
the empire, to require that before it was ratified, it ſhould, have been 


laid before the Senate. Fo make treaties, as to make war, is the 


acknowledged and eſtabliſſed prerogative of the crown. When war 
is declared, the Senate is indeed to conſider, whether it ought to be 
carried on at the expence of the nation; and if treaties require any 
fupplies to put them in execution, they likewiſe fall properly at that 
time under ſenatorial 'cogniſance : but to require that treaties ſhall 


naiot be tranſacted without our previous concurrence, is almoſt to an- 


nizilate the power of the crown, and to expoſe all our deſigns to the 
ec; ue of gur enemies, before they can be completed. 
S troops of Hanover can be of uſe for the per- 
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of the" kene . . the miniſtry cannot, in my opinion, be 


cenſured for having taken them into Britiſh pay; nor can we refuſe 
our concurrence with the Commons in providing for their ſup- 
port, unleſs it ſhall appear, that the deſign for which all our prepara- 
tions have been made, is fuch as cannot be execyted, or fuel as ought 
not to be purſued. 

Several arguments have been offered to prove both theſe poſitions; 3 
one noble Lord has aſſerted, that it is by no means for the advantage 
either of ourſelves or any other nation, to reſtore the Houſe of Auſtria | 
to its ancient elevation; another, that it is by the imperial conſtitu- 
tions unlawful for any af the princes of Germany to make war upon 
the Emperor ſolemnly acknowledged by the Diet. They have en- 
deavoured to intimidate us, by turning our vie: to the difficulties by 
which our attempts are obſtructed ; difficulties which they affect to 
repreſent as inſuperable, at leaſt to this nation in its preſent Rate, 
With this deſign, my Lords, has the greatneſs of the French power 
been exaggerated, the faith of the King of. Sardinia queſtioned, 
and the King of Pruſſia repreſented as determined to ſupport the 

pretenſions of the Emperor; 3 with this view has our natural ſtrength 
been depreciated, and all our meaſures and hopes have been ridi- 
culed, with wantonneſs, not very conſiſtent with the character of a 
Britiſh patriot. : 

Moſt of theſe arguments, my. Lords, have been already e 
and anſwered i in ſuch a manner as has, I believe, not failed of con- 
vincing every Lord of their inſufficiency, unleſs. perhaps thoſe are 
to be excepted by whom they were offered. It has with great pro- 
priety been obſerved, that the inconſiſtency imputed- to his Majeſty 2 
in oppoſing the Emperor for whom he voted, is merely imaginary ; 
ſince it is not a neceſſary conſequence, that he for whom he voted. 
is therefore lawfully elected; 5 and becauſe his Majeſty does not 
engage in this war for the ſake of dethroning the Emperor, but of 
ſupporting the Pragmatic Sanction ; nor does he oppoſe, him as the 
head of the German body, but as Hh. invader of the dominions of 
Auſtria. 

With regard to the propriety of maintaining the Auſtrian mamily 
in its preſent poſſeſſions, and of raiſing it, if our arms ſhould be 
proſperous, to its ancient greatneſs, it has been ſhewn, that no other 
power is able to defend Europe either againſt the Turks on one part, 
or the French on the other; two powers equally profeſling the de- 
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ſtructive intention of extending their dominions Withe out - Hits, 
and of N nl vpou the privileges and liberties of all the reſt of 
mankind. ' 
It has been ſhewn, that the general ſcheme of policy uniformly 
purſued by our anceſtors: in every period of time, ſince the increaſe 
of the French greatneſs, has been to preſerve an equipoiſe of power, 
by which all the ſmaller ſtates are preſerved in ſecurity. It is apparent, 
that by this ſcheme alone can the happineſs of mankind be preſerved, 
and that no other family but that of Auſtria is able to 8 the 
Houſe of Bourbon. * 
This equipoiſe of power has by ſome 1058 U been imagined an airy 
ſcheme, a pleaſing ſpeculation which, however it may amufe the 
imagination, can never be reduced to practice. It has been aſſerted, 
that the ſtate of nations is always variable, that dominion is every day 
tranferred by ambition or by caſualties, that inheritances fall by want 
of heirs into other hands, and that kingdoms are by one accident 
divided at one time, and at other times conſolidated by a different 
event ; that to be the guardians of all thoſe, whoſe credulity or folly 
may betray them to concur with the ambition of an artful neighbour, 
and to promote the oppreſſion of themſelves, is an endleſs taſk; and 
that to obviate all the accidents by which provinces may change their 
maſters, is an undertaking to which no human forefight is equal; 
that we have not a right to hinder the courſe of ſucceſſion for our 
own, intereſt, nor to obſtru& thoſe contracts which independent 
princes are perſuaded to make, however contrary to their own inte- 
reſt, or to the general advantage of mankind. And it has been con- 
cluded by thoſe reaſoners, that we ſhould ſhew the higheſt degree of 
wiſdom, and the trueſt, though not the moſt refined policy, by at- 
. tending ſteadily to our own intereſt, by improving the diſſenſions of 


our neighbours to our own advantage, by extending our commerce, 


and increaſing our riches, without any regard to the happineſs or 
miſery, freedom or ſlavery of the reſt of mankind. : 

I believe 1 need not very laboriouſly colle& arguments to prove to 
your Lordſhips, that this ſcheme of ſelfiſh negligence, of ſupine 
tranquillity, is equally imprudent and ungenerous ; fince if we exa- 
mine the hiſtory of the laſt century, we ſhall eaſily diſcover, that if 
tis nation had not interpoſed, the French had now been maſters of 
more than half Europe; and it cannot be imagined, that they would 
have tuffered us to ſet them at Kekande 1 in the midſt of their great- 
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| neſs, fat they would have ſpared us out of tenderneſs, or forhernd 
| to attack us out of fear. What the Spaniards attempted, though un- 


ſucceſsfully, from a more diſtant part of the world, in the pride of 
their American affluence, would certainly have been once more en- 
deavoured by France, with far greater eee and as it may be 


imagined, with a different event. 


That it would have been endeavoured, cannot * dogheoth becauſe 
the endeavour would not have been hazardous; by once defeating | 
our fleet, they might land their forces, which might be wafted over 
in a very ſhort time, and by a ſingle victory they might conquer all 
the iſland, or that part of it at leaſt which is moſt worth the labour 
of conqueſt ; and though they ſhould be unſucceſsful, they could 
ſuffer nothing but the mortification of their pride, and would be in a 
ſhort time enabled to make a new attempt. 

Thus, my Lords, if we could preſerve our liberty in wok cn; 
e of the weſtern part of the world, we ſhould do it only by 


turning our iſland i into a garriſon, by laying afide all other employ- 


ment than. the ſtudy of war, and by making it our only care to watch 
our coaſts; a ſtate which ſurely ought to be eines at almoſt * 
expence and at any hazard. l 
To think that we could extend, our PRE; or ein our kd in 
this ſtate of the continent, is to forget the effects of univerſal empire. 
The French, my Lords, would then be in poſſeſſion of all the trade 


of thoſe provinces which ſhe had conquered, they would be maſters 


of all their ports and of all their ſhipping ; and your Lordſhips may 
eaſily conceive with what ſecurity we ſhould venture upon the ocean, 


in a ſtate of war, when all the harbours of the continent afforded 


ſhelter to our enemies. If the French privateers from a few obſcure 


creeks, unſupported by a fleet of war, or at leaſt not ſupported by a 


navy equal to our own, could make ſuch devaſtations in our trade as 
enabled their country to hold out againſt the confederacy of almoſt 


all the neighbouring powers; what, my Lords, might not be dreaded 


by us, when every ſhip upon the ocean ſhould be an enemy; when 
we ſhould be at once overborne by the wealth and the numbers of 
our adverſaries; when the trade of the world ſhould be in their 
hands, and their navies no leſs numerous than their trocps. c 
I have made this digreſſion, my Lords, I hope not wholly without 

neceſſity, to ſhew that the advantages of preferring the equipoiſe of 
Europe 7 are not, as they have been ſometimes conceived, empty bound, 
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or idle notions ; but that by the balance of one m 
ther, both the ſafety of other countries and of our owh ivpteſerved 
and that therefore it requires all e our Oe _ all our ſn 
eſtabliſh and maintain it. 

That there may come a time in which this ſcheme will be no 
Lge practicable, when a coalition of dominions / may be inevitable, 
and when one power will be neceflarily exalted above the reſt, is 
indeed not abſolutely impoſlible, and therefore not to be peremptorily 
denied. But it is not to be inferred, that our care js vain at preſent, 
becauſe, perhaps, it may ſometime be vain hereafter; or that we ought 

now to fink into flavery without a ſtruggle, becauſe the time wy 
come, when our ſtrongeſt efforts will be ineffectual. 

It has indeed been almoſt aſſerted, that the fatal hour is now arrived, 
and that it is to no purpoſe that we endeavour to raiſe any farther 
_ oppoſition to the univerſal monarchy projected by France. We are 
told, that the nation is exhauſted and diſpirited; that we have nei- 
ther influence, nor riches, nor courage remaining; that we ſhall be 
Jeft to ſtand alone againſt the united Houſe of Bourbon; that the 
Aiiſtrians cannot, and that the Dutch will not, aſſiſt us; that the King 
of Sardinia will deſert his alliance; that the King of Pruſſia has de- 
clared againſt us; and therefore, that by engaging in the ſupport of 
the Pragmatic Sanction, we are about to draw upon ourſelves that 
ruin which every other power has foreſeen and ſhunned, | 

I am far from (denying, my Lords, that the power of France is 

great and dangerous; ; but can draw no conſequence from that poſi · 
tion, but that this force is to be oppoſed before it is ſtill greater, and 
this danger to be obviated while it is yet ſurmountable, we ſur- 
6TH I ſtill belieye it by unanimity and courage. 
If our wealth, my Lords, is diminiſhed, it is time to confine the 
ee that nation by. which we an been driven out of the 
markets « of 'the continent, by deſtroying their ſhipping, and i intercept- 
ing their merchants. If our courage is depreſſed, it is depreſſed not 
| by any change i inthe nature of the inhabitants of this iſtand, but by a 
Jong courſe of inglorious compliance with the demands, and of mean 
fubmiffion ta the inſults, of other nations, to which | it is en to 
put an end by vigorous reſdlutions. | 

If our allies are timorous and wavering, it is oy to encou- 
| rage them by vigorous meaſures ;* for as fear, fo courage, is produced 

by me act the NOTE. of a fingle * may withhold an army from 
| fight, 
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att 2 ' . will be aſhamed to diſcover any dread of that 
ower which „. alone ſets at deſiance. They will be leſs afraid 
to declare their intentions, when chey are convinced that we intend 
to ſupport them; and if there be, in reality, any prince who does 
not favour our deſign, he will be at leaſt leſs inclined to obſtruct it, 
as he finds the oppoſition, which he muſt encounter, more formidable. 
For this reaſon, my Lords, I am far from diſcovering che juſtneſs 
of the opinion which has prevailed very much in the nation, on this 
occaſion, that we are not to act without allies, becauſe allies are moſt. 


| eaſily to be procured by acting, and becauſe it is reaſonable and 


neceſſary for us to performs: our part, however other en my : 
neglect theirs, | 
The advice. which the . has alben —— to his Majeſty, | 
has been to oppoſe the progreſs of France; and though it ſhould be 
allowed, that he has been adviſed to proceed in concert awith his allies, 
yet it muſt be underſtood to ſuppoſe ſuch allies as may be found to 
have courage. and honeſty enough to concur with him. It cannot be 
intended, that he ſhould delay his afliſtance till corruption is re- 
claimed, or till cowardice is animated; for to promiſe the Queen 
of Hungary aſſiſtance on ſuch terms, would be to inſult her calami- 
ties, and to withhold our ſuccours till ſhe was irrecoverably ruined; 
The Senate could not inſiſt that we ſhould ftand neuter, till all 
thoſe, who were engaged by treaty to ſupport the Pragmatic Sanction; 
ſhould appear willing to fulfil their ſtipulations; for even France is 


to be numbered among thoſe who have promiſed to ſupport-the Houſe 


of Auſtria in its nme n. ſhe 1 now amen to take 


them away. 
Even with regard to that 1 power from which moſt ee may 
be reaſonably expected, nothing would be more. imprudent than to 


declare, that we determine not to act without them; for what then 


would be neceſſary, but that the French influence one town in 
their provinces, or one deputy in their aſſemblies, and ruin the Houſe 
of Auſtria in ſecurity and at —_— without any: other ee than 
that of a bribe, 

It was therefore neceſſary to W e our troops into F ian, 


to ſhew-the world, that we were no longer inclined to ſtand idle 


ſpectators of the troubles of Europe; that we no longer intended to 


amuſe ourſelves, or our confederates, with negociations which might 


produre up treaties or with baten which wight be broken whons . 
3 VVV ever 
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ever the 1 of them ' afforded any proſpes 1 hub cndbaage 
we were now refolved to ſacrifice the pleaſures of n⏑e¹jß 
profits of peaceful traffic, to the ſecurity of ho libercles F E. 
and the obſervation of public faith. | 7 23000 
This neceſſity was ſo generally allowed, in Allen the firſt bn 
of troops was ſent over, no objection. was made by thoſe who found 
themſelves inclined to cenſure the conduct of our affairs, but that 
they were not ſufficiently numerous to defend themſelves, and would 
be taken priſoners by a French detachment; the miniſtry were 
therefore aſked, why they did not ſend a larger force, why they en- 
gaged in hoſtilities, which cauld only raife the laughter of our ene. 
mies, and why, if they e war, wy did not raiſe an OI ſuffi. 
cient to proſecute it? L265] ZOE NE ee 
An army, my ie an army truly cmd, 4 is now faiſed; and 
afſembled on the frontiers of France, ready to aſſiſt our ally, and to 
put a ſtop to the violence of invaſions. We now ſee ourſelves once 
again united with the Houſe of Auſtria, and may hope onee more to 
drive the oppreſſors of mankind before us. But now, my Lords, a 
clamour is propagated through the nation, that theſe meaſures wpich | 
have been ſo long defired, are pernicious and treacherous; that we 1 
are armed not” againſt France, but againſt ourſelves ; that our ? 
armies. are ſent over either not to fight, or to fight in a quarrel in 4 
which we have no eoficern ; to gain victories from which this nation : 
will receive no advantage, or to bring new diſhonour ou” . = 
pom by a ſhameful inactivity. © © © 8 
This clamour, which if it had been n to i aaa, had 
Ginny perhaps, of no great importance, nor could have promoted any | 
of the deſigns of thoſe by whom it was raiſed, has been mentioned 
in this Houſe as an argument in favour of the motion which; is now 
under the conſideration of your Lordſhips; and it has been urged, 
that theſe meaſures cannot be proper, becauſe all meaſures, by which 
his Majeſty's government is made „ n in the end be 
deſtructive to the nation. 9 0% l 14921 Or on 
On this occaſion, my Lords, it is e to e the nature 
f popularity, and to enquire” how far it is to be conſidered in the 
adminiſtration of public affairs. If by popularity is meant only a 
ſudden ſhout of applauſe, obtained by a compliance with the preſent 
inelination of the people, however excited, or of whatſoever tendency, 
1 5 without feruple declare, ET act is to be e it 
1 5 is 
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de deff 1 ny Lords, becauſe ĩt cannot be preſerved without. | 
ki much more valuable conſiderations. The inclinations 


een all ages been too variable for regard. But if 


by popularity be meant that ſettled confidence and laſting eſteem, 
which a good Government may juſtly claim from the ſubject, I am 


far from denying that it is truly deſirable; and - that no wiſe man ever 
diſregarded it. But this popularity, my Lords, is very conſiſtent 


with contempt of riotous clamours, and of miſtaken complaints; 
and is often only to be obtained by an oppoſition to the reigning 
opinions, and a negle& of temporary. diſcontents ; opinions which 
may be inculcated without difficulty by favourite orators, and diſ- 
contents which the eloquence of ſeditious 1 writers 880 oy 1 
on ignorance and unconſtane p. 15 . 
- How eaſily the opinions of the vio may 250 ed but thoks 
who have obtained, by whatever methods, their eſteem, the debate 
of this day, my Lords, may inform us; ſince if the meaſures againſt 
which this motion is intended, be really unpopular, as they have 
been repreſented, it is evident that there has been lately a very re- 
markable change in the ſentiments of the nation; for it is yet a very 


little time ſince the repreſſion of the inſolence of France, and the 
relief of the Queen of Hungary was ſo generally wiſhed, and ſo im- 
portunately demanded, that had meaſures like theſe been then formed, 


it is not improbable that they might have reconciled-the- public to 
that man, whom the united voice of the nation has long laboured to 


overbear. 


It is indeed urged with a 28 of ene, 0 A in 


my opinion, to proceed from ſtronger: proof than has yet been pro- 


duced, that no hoſtilities are intended; that our armaments on the 
continent are an idle ſhew, an inoffenſive oſtentation, and that the 
troops of Hanover have been hired only to enrich the electorate, 
under the appearance of aſſiſting the Queen of Hungary, whom in 


reality they cannot * without: e _ their er the 5 
imperial interdict. LR 


It has been alledged, my Leaks; that theſe e have * 


concurinds wholly. for the advantage of Hanover; that this Kingdom _ 


is to be ſacrificed to the electorate, and that. we are in Ct Ant | 
to be made tributaries to a petty power.. | 
In confirmation of theſe ſuggeſtions, Sei 125 win taken 
Fom every . that could admit of Falpeſhmition.s The 
425 C.ounſtitution 
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cannot act n the ane, ee aste 
been produced as a proof, that they do not intend to enterh Seim. 
Whoever ſhall conſult the conſtituent and fundamental pact by 
which the German form of government is eſtabliſhed, will find, my 
Lords, that it is not in the power of the Emperor alone to lay any 
of the States of Germany under the ban; and that the electors are 
independent in their own dominions, ſo far as that they may enter 
into alliances with foreign powers, and make war upon each other. 
It appears therefore, my Lords, that no law prohibits the Elector 
of Hanover to fend his troops to the aſſiſtanee of the Queen of Hun- 


Sary z be may in conſequence of treaties march into Germany, and 


attack the conſederates of the Emperor, or what is not now in- 
tended, even the Ang himſelf, without mn Nen ww the ſeve- 
Nees: of the ban. 

Nor does the continuance of chi e in Flamlers 8 any un- 
willingnels to begin hoſtilities, or any dread of the power of either 


Pruſſia, hoſe prohibition is merely imaginary, or of France, who is 


not leſs perplexed by the neighbourhood of our army, than by any 


other method that could have been taken of attacking her; for being 


obliged to have an equal force always in readineſs to obſerve their 
motions, ſhe has not been able to ſend a new army againſt the 
Auſtrians, but has been obliged to leave the Emperor at their 
merey, und ſuffer them to recover Bohemia without ee and 
_ eſtabliſh themſelves at leiſure in Bavaria. 

Nor is this, my Lords, the only advantage which bas been ind 
by their reſidence in Flanders; for the United Provinces have been 
nzxnimated to a concurrence in the common cauſe, and have conſented 
fo ſar to depart from their darling neutrality, as to ſend twenty thou- 
fand of their forces to garriſon the barrier. Of which no man, I 
ſuppoſe, will ſay that it ĩs not of great importance to the Queen of 
Hungary, ſince it ſets her free from the neceſſity of diſtracting her 
views, and dividing her forces for the defence of the molt diſtant 
parts of her dominions at onte; nor will it be affirmed, that this 
advantage could have probably been gained, without convincing our 
allies uf ſincerity, by ſending an army into the continent. 


If it be aſked, What is farther to be expected from theſe ma 


it ought to be remembered, my Lords, with how little propriety our 
miniſters can be en to make public A ** of hoſtile pperay 
Fe tions, 
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| telugu ond we ſhould :expoſe ourſelves to our envriies,. 


ſhoyl®apictedent be eſtabliſhed by which our Generals would be 
incapacirated"to” form any private deſigns, and an end would be me 
ever put to military ſecrecy. 

What neceſſity there can be for FRAN £1 arguments like fats 
Jam not, indeed, able to diſcover, ſince the objections which have 
been made ſeem to proceed rather from obſtinacy than conviction 3 
and the reflections that have been vented, ſeem rather the product ot 
wit irritated by malevolence, than of reaſon enlightened by calm 
conſideration. The miniſters have been reproached with Hanove- 
rian meaſures, without any proof that Hanover is to receive the leaſt 


advantage; and have been charged with betraying! their eountry by 


thoſe who cannot ſnew how their country is injured, nor can prove 
either that intereſt or faith would allow us to fit inaRtive in the 
preſent diſturbance of Europe, or that we _ ous ed i in 2 9 
other manner with equal efficacy. 

It is ſo far from being either evident or true, hy "oY OY 
Britain is ſacrificed to Hanover, that Hanover is evidently hazarde@ 
by her union with Britain. Had this eleQorate now any other 
Sovereign than the King of Great-Britain, it might have been 
ſecure by 2 neutrality, and have looked upon the miſeries of the 
neighbouring provinces without any diminution of its people, or 
diſturbance of its tranquillity; nor could any danger be dreaded, 
or any inconvenience be felt, but from an open nee in "—_— 
of the Pragmatic Sanction. | 

Why the hire of the 'troops of any V ehe country „ ſhould FR 
conſidered as an act of ſubmiſfion to it, or of dependency upon it, 
J cannot difcover; nor can I conceive for what reaſon the troops of 
Hanover ſhould: be more dangerous, or leſs popular, at this than at 
any former time, or why the employment of them ſhould be con- 
fidered as any particular regard, If any addition of dominion had 
been to be purchaſed for the electorate by the united arms of the 
confederate army, I ſhould, perhaps, be inclined to cenſure the 
ſcheme, as contrary to the intereſt of my native eountry; nor ſhall 
any Lord more warmly oppoſe defigns that may tend to aggrandiſe 
another nation at the expence of this. But to hire foreigners, of 
whatever country, only to fave the blood of Britons, is, in my opi- 
nion, an inſtance of preference which ought to produce rather 
W of gratitude, than fallies of indignation, z de 
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Upon the aſd eva: ſurvey of this Ps. * ill by iy 1 4 
chat I never heard in this Houſe: a queſtion ſo untettable itt 10 


bbſtinately or ſo warmly debated; but hope that the ſophifiries Which 


have been uſed, however artful, and the declamations which have 
been pronounced, however pathetic, will have no effect upon your 
Lordſhips. I hope, that as the other Houſe has already agreed to 


ſupport the auxiliaries which have been retained, and which have 
deen proved in this debate to be retained for the ſtrongeſt reaſons, 
nada andthe. moſt important purpoſes, your Lordſhips will ſhew, by re- 
ʒjecting this motion, that you are not leſs willing to concur in the 


fupport of public faith, and that you will not ſuffer poſterity to charge 
e d the exaltation of France, and the ruin of Europe. 
„The, question“ was then put, ag: determined in the Negative, by 


9 againſt 35. 


After the ee of this Jong 1 the 3 did not yet 
5 think their victory in repelling this cenſure ſufficiently apparent, un- 
leis a motion was admitted, which might imply a full and unlimited 
| approbation of their meaſures; and therefore the Earl of Scarbo- 
rough roſe, and ſpoke to the following effect: — My Lords, It has 
been juilly obſerved; in the debate of this day, that the opinions of 


the people of Britain are regulated in a great meaſure by the deter- 
minations of this Houſe; that they conſider this as the place where 


truth and reaſon obtain a candid. audience; ; as a place ſacred to 


juſtice and to honour; into which paſſion, partiality and faction have 


been very rarely known to intrude; and that they therefore watch our 
deciſions as the great rules of policy, and ſtanding maxims of right, 


and readily, believe theſe meaſures. neceflary in which we concur, 


Aa nd that conduct unblameable which has gained our approbation. 


This reputation, my Lords, we. ought diligently: to preſerve, by 
an unwearied vigilance for the happineſs: of our fellow - ſubjects; and 
while we poſſeſs it, we ought likewiſe to employ its influence to 
beneficial purpoſes, that the cauſe and the effect may reciprocally 


produce each other; that the people, when the proſperity which they 


enjoy by our care, inclines them to repoſe in us an implicit confi- 


b dence, may find that confidence a new ſource of feliciry.; that they 


may reverence us, becauſe they are ſecure and Wr 5 and be ſecure 
and happy, becauſe they reverence us. ad 

This, great end, my Lords, it will not be ey; difficult ta. e 
the een oe this exalted, n may eaſily be laid, and the 


e | | ſuper- 
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nal violence at defiance. 

To preſerve the confidence of the people, and ENTER 0 


govern them without force, and without oppoſition, it is only ne- 
ceſſary that we never willingly deceive them; that we expoſe the 


public affairs to their view, ſo far as they ought to be made public 


in their true ſtate ; that we never ſuffer falſe reports to circulate un- 
der the ſanction of our authority, nor give the nation reaſon to think 


we are ſatisfied, when we are in reality ſuſpicious of illegal defi; igns, 
or that we ſuſpect thoſe meaſures of latent miſchiefs with ee we 
are in reality completely ſatisfied. | 

But it is not ſufficient, my. Lords, that we publiſh bürleliel no 
fallacious repreſentations of our counſels; it is neceſſary likewiſe 
thatywe do not permit them to be publiſhed, that we obviate every 
falſehood in its riſe, and propagate truth with our utmoſt diligence. 


For if we ſuffer the nation to be deceived, we are not much leſs cri- 
minal than thoſe who deceive it; at leaſt we muſt be confeſſed ne 


longer to a& as the guardians of the public happineſs, if we ſuffer 
it to be interrupted by the diſperſion of 8 which we know to 
be at once falſe and pernicious. | 

Of theſe principles, which I ſuppoſe will not be conteſted, an 9 55 5 


application may be made to the bulineſs of the preſent day. A 
queſtion. has been debated with great addreſs, great ardour, and- 
great obſtinacy, which is in itſelf, though not doubtful, yet very 

much diffuſed; complicated with a great number of circumſtances, 
and extended to a multitude of relations; and is therefore a ſubject 
upon which ſophiſtry may very ſafely practiſe her arts, and which 
may be ſhewn in very different views to thoſe whole intellectual light 
is too much contracted to receive the whole object at once, It may 


eaſily be aſſerted by thoſe who have long been accuſtomed to affirm 
without ſeruple whatever they deſire to obtain belief, that the argu- 


ments in favour of the motion, which has now been rejected by 
your Lordſhips, were unanſwerable; and it will be no hard taſk to 
lay before their audience ſuch reaſons as, though they have been 


eaſily confuted by the penetration and experience of your Lordſhips, 
may to men unacquainted with politics, and remote from dhe ſources 
of intelligence, appear very formidable. 

It 
- | 
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It is therefore not fafficient hat a © en jets 
former motion, and ſhewn that you do not abſolutely Hſapprove"th 
meaſures of the government, ſince it may be aflerted;' ae i foms 


appearance of reaſon, that barely not to admit a motion by which all 


the meaſures of the laſt year would have been at once overturned and 
annihilated, is no proof that they have been fully juſtified, and 
warmly confirmed, ſince many of the tranſactions might have been 
at leaſt doubtful, and yet this motion not have been proper. 

In an affair of ſo great importance, my Lords, an affair in which 


| the intereſt of all the weſtern world is engaged, it is neceſſary to 


ac. \ 
WR 


take away all ſuſpicions, when the nation is about to be involved in 


a war for the ſecurity of ourſelves and our poſterity; in a war 
which, however proſperous, muſt be at leaſt expenſive, and which 


is to be carried on againſt an enemy who, though not invincible, is 


in a very high degree powerful. It is ſurely proper to ſhew in the 
moſt public manner our conviction, that neither prudence nor fru- 


| gality has been wanting; that the inconveniencies which will be 
always felt in ſuch contentions, are not brought upon us by wan- 
tonneſs or negligence; and that no care is omitted by which they 


are alleviated, and that they may be borne more patiently, becauſe 
they cannot be avoided. 


This atteſtation, my Lords, we can only give by a ſolemn addreſs 
to his Majeſty of a tendency contrary to that of the motion now 
rejected; and by ſuch an atteſtation only can we hope to revive the 


courage of the nation, to unite thoſe in the common cauſe of liberty 


whom falſe reports have allenated or ſhaken, and to reſtore to his 
Majeſty that confidence which all the ſubtilties of faction have been 


employed to impair. I therefore move, than an humble Addreſs be 


preſented to his Majeſty, importing, That in the unſettled and 
dangerous ſituation of affairs in Europe, the ſending a conſiderable 


| body of Britiſh forces into the Auſtrian Netherlands, and augment- 


ing the ſame with 16000 of his Majeſty's electoral troops, and the 
Heſſians in the Britiſh | pay, and thereby in conjunction with the 


Queen of Hungary, troops in the Low Countries, forming a great 


army for the ſervice of the common cauſe, was a wiſe, uſeful, and 
neceſſary meaſure, manifeſtly tending to the ſupport and encourage: 


ment of his Majeſty's allies, and the real and effectual aſſiſtance of 


the . of eee and the .eftoring and | maintaining the 
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Lords, The neceſſity of ſupporting our reputation, and of preſerving 
the confidence of the public, I am by no means inclined to diſpute, 
being convinced, that from the inftant in which we ſhall loſe. the 
credit which our anceſtors have delivered down to us, we ſhall be 
no longer conſidered as a part of the legiſlature, but be treated by; 
the people only as an Aſſembly of hirelings and dependents, convened 
at the pleaſure of the Court to ratify its deciſions without examina 
tion, to extort taxes, promote ſlavery, and to ſhare with the mi- 
niſtry the crime and the infamy of cruelty and oppreſſion. | 
For this reaſon it is undoubtedly proper, that we avoid not. ao 
the crime, but the appearance of dependence; and that every doubt» 
ful queſtion ſhould be freely debated, and every pernieious poſition 
publicly condemned; and that when our deciſions: are not agreeable 
to the opinion or expectations of the people, we ſhould at leaſt ſhew 
them that they are not the effects of blind compliance with the de- 
mands of the miniſtry, or of an implicit reſignation; to the direftion - 
of a party. We ought to ſhew, that we are unprejudiced, and 


ready to hear truth; that our determinations are not dictated by any 


foreign influence, and that it e not be vain to en us, or 
uſelefs to petition us. | 

In theſe principles 1 agree whih the nokia: Lord wk has. medics 
motion; but in the conſequences which are on this occaſion to be 
drawn from them, I cannot but differ very widely from him; for, 
in my opinion, nothing can ſo much impair: our reputation, as an 


Addreſs like that which is propoſed; an Addreſs not founded either 
upon facts or arguments, and from which the nation can collect 
only, that the protection of this Houſe is withdrawn from them, that 


they are given up to ruin, and that rg to ee, as a en o 
the intereſt of Hanover. | 

Let us conſider what we are now invited to Abet, ada wilt 
eaſily appear how well this motion is calculated: to preſerve and to 
advance the reputation of this Houſe, We are to aſſert, my Lords, | 
the propriety of a new war againſt- the moſt formidable power of 
the univerſe, at a time when we have been defeated and diſgraced 


in our conqueſts with a kingdom of inferior force. We are to 
declare our readineſs to pay and to raiſe new taxes, fince no war can 


be 
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FER ſoutee pa "ices, is obſtrudted ; when the de Hee Res 
tracted during a long war, and a peace -almoſt equals 
preying upon our eſtates, when the tes t We e AF Are 
ages, and the rents of the inheritances of our lateſt deſcendants ave 
mortgaged; and what ought yet more to affect us, at a time when 
che outcry of diſtreſs is -univerſal, when the miſeries of hopeleſs 
poverty have ſunk the nation into deſpair, when induſtry ſearcely re- 
rains ſpirit ſufficient to continue her labours, and all the lower ranks 
of mankind are overwhelmed with the general calamity,» + 
There may perhaps be ſome among your Lordſhips | . may 
think this repreſentation of the ſtate of the public exaggerated be- 
© Fond the truth. There are many in this Houſe who ſee no other 
ſcenes than the magnificence of feaſts, the gaieties of balls, and the 
ſplendor of a Court; and it is not much to be wondered at, if they 
do not eaſily believe what it is often their intereſt to doubt, that this 
luxury is ſupported by the diſtreſs of millions, and that this magni- I 
ficence expoſes” multitudes to nakedneſs and famine. It is my cuſ- - 
tom, when the buſineſs oſ the Senate is over, to retire to my eſtate 
in the country, where I live without noiſe, and without riot, and 
take a calm and deliberate ſurvey of the condition of thoſe; that in- 
habit the towns and villages about me. I mingle in their converſa- 
tion, and hear their complaints; I enter their houſes, and find by 
their condition that their complaints are juſt; I diſcover. that they 
are daily impoveriſhed, and that they are not able to ſtruggle. under 
the enormous burthens of publie payments, of which I am con- 
vinced, that they cannot be levied another year without exhauſting 
: the people, and ſpreading univerſal beggary over the- Nation. e, 
What can be the opinion of the public, when they ſee an Addreſs 
1 this Houſe, by which new expences are recommended ? Will they 
not think that their ſtate is deſperate, and that they are ſold to 
ſlavery, from which nothing but inſurrections and bloodſhed can re- 
leaſe them? If they retain any hopes of relief from this Houſe, they 
muſt ſoon be extinguiſned, when they find in the next clauſe, that 
we ate ſunk to ſuch a degree of ſervility, as to acknowledge benefits 
which were never received, and to wn the inviſible ſervice. of our 
. a Flanders. 5 e os 
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nenn us; thatiaze.are benefited by the tranſportation of our money | 


If it be neceſſary to cenſure thoſe noble Lords who have ſupported 
the former motion, and to puniſh them for daring to uſe arguments 
which could not be confuted ; for this is the apparent tendency of 
the preſent motion; let us not loſe all conſideration of ourſelves, 
nor ſacrifice the honour of the * to the reſentment of cha. 
miniſtry. 

For my part, my Lords, I ſhall continue to avow my opinion in 
defiance of cenſures, motions and addreſſes; and as I ſtruggled 
againſt the former miniſtry, not becauſe I envied or hated them, bu 
becauſe I diſapproved their conduct; I ſhall continue to oppoſe mea- 
ſures equally deſtructive with equal zeal, by whomſoever they are 
projected, or by whomſoever patronized, 

Lord CarTERET ſpoke next to the following purpoſe My 
Lords, After ſo full a defence of the former motion as the late debate 
has produced, it is rather with indignation than ſurprize, that I 
hear that which is now offered. It has been for a long time the 
practice of thoſe who are ſupported only by their numbers, to treat 
their opponents with contempt, and whom they cannot anſwer to 
inſult them; and motions have been made, not becauſe they were 
thought right by thoſe who offered them, but becauſe they would 
certainly be carried, and 8 by being carried mortify their 
opponents. 

This, my Lords, is the only intent of the preſent motion which 
can promote no uſeful purpoſe, and which, though it may flatter the 
Court, muſt be conſidered by the people as an inſult; and therefore, 
though I believe all oppoſition CO I declare that I never Cans 
agree to it. 

And to ſhew, my Lords, thin I do not oppoſe the miniſtry for the 
fake of obſtructing the public counſels, or of irritating thoſe whom 1 
deſpair to defeat; and that I am not afraid of truſting my conduct 
to the impartial examination of poſterity, I ſhall beg leave to enter, 
with my proteſt, the reaſons which have influenced me in this day's 
deliberation, that they be conſidered when this queſtion ſhall no 
longer be a point of intereſt, and our' Wan Faloſies and animo- 
ſities are forgotten. » 

[It was carried in the affirmative by 78 again 3 5. ] 
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\DEBATE O0 SPIRITUOUS. ons. 


7 TH E Bill for al the Duties on Spirituous 0 150 per- 
mitting them again to be ſold with leſs Reſtraint, which was ſent up 
- by the Commons to the Houſe of Lords, produced there very long and 

ſerious Deliberations, to which the Lords had every Day each a 140 

cular Summons, as in Caſes of the higheſt Concern. 
The Bill was intitled, An Act for repealing certain Duties on Spi- 
rituous Liquors, and on Licences for retailing the ſame, and for 
laying other Duties on Spirituous Taquars, and on Licences for 
retailing the ſaid Liquors, | 
The Duties which were propoſed to be repealed, were thoſe laid by the 
Act q G. II. which permitted no Perſon to ſell Spirituous Liquors 
in beſs Quantity than two Gallons without a Licence, for which 50l. 
was to be paid. Whereas by the new Bill a ſmall Duty per Gallon 
was laid on at the Still-head, and the Licence was to coft but 208. 
which was to be granted only to fuch as had Licences for felling Ale. 
On the Credit of this A, as ſoon as it was paſſed by the Commons, the 
, Miniſtry borrowed a large Sum at 3 per Cent. but it was under- 
| Fred that the Sinking hs Was pledged a as a mages Security to pay 
any Deficiency.” 

Tn about a Fortnight this Bill paſſed all the Forms in 5 Houſe f Com- 
mons, ' almoſt without Oppoſition ; and with little or no Alteration from 
the Scheme brought into the Committee on Ways and Means for raiſing 
the Supply for the current n by Mr. men je 255 en 7 
the Exchequer. | 

It was immediately carried up to the Houſe of Lords, 18 it was read 

for the firſt Time on the 1775 F F are, and ordered a * 
reading on the 22d. 

On that Day the ae of Exciſe, according to an Order of the 
Houſe, brought an Account of the Sums ariſmg ly the laſt Af, and a 
yearly. Account for ſeveral Years paſt ; and e © were interrogartd | 
concerning the Execution of the ns Aa, 
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The Biſhop of Oxford particularly enquired, whether it had been efftc- 


tually put in force, and Queſtions of the ſame . Kind were aſked by 
Lord Lende En o others ;. to which the Commiſſioners anſwered, 


that it hadbeen diligently and vigorouſly. executed ſo far as they or * 


Offices had ' Power to enforce it; but that the Fuſlices had not always | 
been equally zealous in ſeconding their Endeavours; and that. it was 
empoſſible to diſcover all the petty Dealers by whom it was infringed, 
Spirituous Liguors till continuing to be ſold in ſmall Alu chi, «uf | 
at the Corners of the Streets. 


A Motion was alſo made, that three of the Phyſeci cians of oh * fr 


their Learning and Experience, ſhould be ſummoned to attend. the 
Hauſe, to declare their Opinion with Regard to the Effefts of Spiri- 
tuous Liquors upon the human Body. But this was rejected by 33 
againſt 179. 

The Bill was read the Gang: Time on the Day appointed, 1 the Def. 
tion being put, whether it ſhould be committed, Lord Hervey 0 
and ſpoke to the following Effect. 85 N 
My Lords, Though I doubt not but the bill now beſore us will 


be promoted in this Houſe, by the ſame influence by which it has 
been conducted through the other; yet I hope its ſucceſs will be very 


different, and that thoſe arts by which its conſequences, however 


formidable, have been hitherto concealed, or by which thoſe whoſe 


buſineſs it was to have detected and expoſed them, have been in- 

duced to turn their eyes aſide, will not be. praCtiſed here with the 
fame efficacy, though they ſhould happen to be atttempted with the 
ſame confidence, I hope that zeal for the promotion of virtue, and 
that regard to public happineſs, which has on all occaſions diſtin- 
guiſhed this illuſtrious Aſſembly, will operate now with uncommon __ 
energy, and prevent the approbation of a bill, by which vice is to 
be made legal, by which the fences of ſubordination are to be thrown 


| down, and all the order of ſociety, and decency of regular eſtabliſh- 


nients be obliterated by univerſal licentiouſneſs, and loft in the wild 
confuſions of debauchery ; of debauchery, encouraged by law, and 
promoted for the ſupport 'of meaſures e wan and 
unneceſſary. | 

A law of ſo pernicious a 8 ſhall, at leaſt not yer Se 
this Houſe without oppoſition ; nor ſhall drunkenneſs be eftabliſied 
among us without the endeavour of one voice, at leaſt to withhold 

its v progreſs ; for [ now declare, that I oppoſe a commitment. of this 
C +2 | bill, 


* 


* 
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bill, and that 1 aw determined to continue wmy.oppoſition: te ie dns 


the ſteps by which the forms of our Houſe make. it neceſſary, ht-it 


ſhould paſs before it can become a law. *:irne einsmügik 10 


Nor do I ſpeak, my Lords, on this occaſion, with: that -diſtzuſk 
and mental heſitation which are both natural and decent, when 


- queſtions are dubious, when probability ſeems to be almoſt equally 
divided, when truth appears to hover between two parties, and by 
turns to favour every ſpeaker; when ſpecious arguments are urged on 


both ſides, and the number of circumſtances to be collected, and of 
relations to be adjuſted is ſo great, that an exact and indubitable de- 


eiſion is ſcarcely to be attained by human reaſon, I do not, my 


Lords, now ſpeak with the diflidence of enquiry, or the uncertainty 
of conjecture, nor imagine that I am now examining a political ex- 
pedient of which the ſucceſs can only be perfectly known by experi- 
ence, and of which therefore no man can abſolutely determine, 
whether it will be uſeful or pernicious, or à metaphyſical ae 


which may be diſcuſſed for ever without being decided. 


In conſidering this bill, my Lords, I proceed upon ſtated and in- 


variable principles. I have no facts to examine but ſuch as to the 


laſt degree are notorious, ſuch as have been experienced every 


hour, ſince the exiſtence of ſociety ; and ſhall appeal not to tranſitory 


opinions, or caſual aſſertions, but to the laws of all civiliſed 
nations, and to the determinations of every man whoſe wiſdom or 


virtue have given him a claim to regard. 


All the decrees of all the legiſlators of the earth, or the declarations 
of wiſe men, all the obſervations which nature furniſhes, and all the 


examples which hiſtory affords, concur in condemning this bill before 


us as a bill injurious to ſociety, deſtructive of private virtue, and by 
conſequence of public happineſs, detrimental to the human ſpecies, 


and therefore ſuch as ought to be rejected in that Aſſembly to which 


| the care of the nation is committed; that Aſſembly which ought to 

meet only for the benefit of mankind, and of which the reſolutions 

' ought to have no other end than the ſuppreſſion of thoſe vices 'by 
which the happineſs of life is obſtructed or impaired. 


The bill now before you, my Lords, is fundamenially wrong, as 


! it is formed upon a hateful project of increaſing the conſumption of 


ſpirituous liquors, and conſequently of promoting drunkenneſs among 
a people reproached already for it throughout the whole world. It 


contains ſuch a concatenation of . teems with ſo vaſt a 
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 Hartibey or raiſttile;oand therefore produces, in thoſe minds that at- 


tenid'fo cits-hatare}! and purſue its conſequences, ſuch endleſs variety 
of arguments againſt it, that the memory is perplexed, the imagina- 
tion odd, and utterance overburthened. Before any one of its 
pernicious effects is fully dilated a thouſand other appear, the hydra 


| ſtill ſhoots out new heads, and every head vomits out new poiſon 6 to 


infect ſociety, and lay the nation deſolate. 5 

Jam therefore at a loſs, my Lords, not how to raiſe e 
againſt this bill, which cannot be read or mentioned without furniſh- 
ing them by thouſands ; but how to methodiſe thoſe that occur to 
me, and under what heads to range my thoughts, that I may purſue 
my deſign without confuſion, that I may underſtand my and By: 


| underſtood by your Lordſhips. 


A multitude of conſiderations are obvious, all of importance ſuf- 
ficient to claim attention, and to outweigh the advantages propoſed by 
this hateful bill, but which cannot all be mentioned, or at leaſt not 
with that exactneſs which they deſerve ; I ſhall therefore confine my- 
ſelf at preſent to three conſiderations, and ſhall entreat the attention 
of your Lordſhips, while I examine the bill now before us, with re- 
gard to its influence on the health and morals of the people, the ar- 
guments by which it has been hitherto ſupported, and: the effects 
which it will have on the ſinking fund. 

The firſt head, my Lords, is ſo copious, that I find myſelf very 
little relieved by the diviſion which I have made. The moral argu- 
ments, though ſeparated from thoſe which are either political or tem- 
porary, are ſufficient to over- power the ſtrongeſt reaſon, and over- 
flow the moſt extenſive comprehenſion. | 

It is not neceſſary, I ſuppoſe, to ſhow that health of body is a 
blefling, that the duties of life in which the greateſt part of the world 
is employed, require vigour and activity, and that to want ſtrength 
of limbs and to want the neceſſary ſupports of nature, are to the 
lower claſſes of mankind the ſame. I need not obſerve to your Lord- 
ſhips, whoſe legiſlative character obliges you to conſider the general 
concatenation of ſociety, that all the advantages which high ſtations 


or large poſſeſſions can confer, are derived from the labours of the. 


poor; that to the plough and the anvil, the loom and the quarry, pride 
is indebted for its magnificence, luxury for its dainties, and delicacy 
for its eaſe. A very little conſideration will be ſufficient to ſhow, 


| that the loweſt orders of mankind ſupply commerce with manufac- | | 
N . turets. 
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they generally move only by ſuperior direction, t 
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turers, navigation with mariners, and war Vi ll, 1 rs ; mar they 


Ir! dity 
conſtjtute the ſtrength and riches of every that, Mou 
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10 755 
diate ſuppport of the community; and that wies their concuf- 


rence, policy would project in vain, wiſdom would end in idle 


ſpeculation, and the determinations of this Aﬀembly would be empty 


3 


It is therefore, my Lionds; of the utmoſt importance, that all 
Fin ers ſhould be ſuppreſſed by which the lower orders of the people 
are enfeebled and enervated ; for if they ſhould be no longer able to 
bear fatigues, or herdfhipe;* if any epidemical weakneſs of body 


ſhould be diffuſed among them, our power muſt be at an end, our 

mines would be an uſeleſs treaſure, and would no longer afford us 

either the weapons of war, or the ornaments of domeſtic elegance ; 
we ſhould no longer give law to mankind by our naval power, nor 
ſend out armies to fight for the liberty of diſtant nations. We ſhould 


no longer ſupply the markets of the continent with our commodities, 
or ſhare in all the advantages which nature has beſtowed upon diſtant 
countries; for all theſe, my Lords, are the e of 1 in- 


e and mechanic labour. 


All theſe bleſſings or conveniencies are procured by that Reg 


of body, which nature has beſtowed upon the natives of this country, 


who have hitherto been remarkably robuſt and hardy, able to ſupport 


long fatigues, and to contend with the inclemency of rigorous 
climates, the violence of ſtorms, and the turbulence of waves, and 
who have therefore extended their conqueſts with uncommon ſucceſs, 
and been equally adapted to the toils of trade and of war, and have 


excelled thoſe who endeavoured to rival them either 1 in wm au of 
workmanſhip or of valour. 


But, my Lords, if the uſe of ſpirituous W bs -dndwnged, 


| their diligence, which can only be ſupported by health, will quickly 
| languiſh; every day will diminiſh the numbers of the manufacturers, 
and by conſequence augment the price of labour; thoſe who continue 


to follow their employments, will be partly enervated by corruption, 


u partly made wanton by the plenty which the advancement of their 


wages will afford them, and partly by the knowledge that no degree 


| oh negligence will deprive them of that employment in which there 


will be none to ſucceed them. All our commodities, therefore, will 
oy en with leſs care and at a rofl price, and therefore, will 


1 
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ted at foreign n os in favour of thoſe which other nations 
80 

6 exhibit of n more value, and yet at a lower rate. 

* o ſoc ner, my Lords, will this bill make drunkenneſs unexpenſive 


51 

and commodious, no ſooner will ſhops be opened in every corner of 
the ſtreets, in every petty village, and in every obſcure cellar for the 
retail of theſe liquors, than the work-rooms will be forſaken, when 


the artificer has by the labour of a ſmall part of the day procured 


What will be ſufficient to intoxicate him for the remaining hours; 


for he will hold it ridiculous to waſte any part of his life in ſuperfluous _ 
diligence, and will readily aſſign to merriment and frolicks. that time 


which he now ſpends in uſeful occupations. 


But ſuch is the quality of theſe liquors, that he will not long be 


e divide. his is between labour and debauchery, he will ſoon 


find himſelf difabled by his exceſſes from the proſecution of his work, 
and thoſe ſhops which were before abandoned for the ſake of pleaſure, 
will ſoon be made deſolate by ſickneſs ; thoſe who were before idle, 
will become diſeaſed, and either periſh by untimely deaths, or n 
in miſery and want, an uſeleſs burthen to the public. 

Nor, my Lords, will the nation only ſuffer by the deduction of 
ſuch numbers from uſeful employments, but by the addition of great 
multitudes to thoſe who muſt be ſupported by the charity of the pub- 
lic. The manufacturer, who by the uſe of ſpirituous liquors weakens 


his limbs or deſtroys his health, at once takes from the community 


to which he belongs, a member by which the common ſtock was 


increaſed, and by leaving a helpleſs family behind him, increaſes: the 
burthen which the common ſtock muſt neceſſarily ſupport. And the 


trader or huſbandman is obliged to pay more towards the maintenance 


ol the poor, by the ſame accident which diminiſhes his trade or his 
' harveſt, which takes away part of the aſſiſtance which he Ons 
and raiſes the price of the reſt. 


That theſe liquors, my Lords, Lquors of which the length j is 
heightened by. diſtillation, have a natural tendency to inflame the 


blood, to conſume the vital juices, deſtroy the force of the veſſels, . 
contract the nerves, and weaken the ſine ws, that they not only dif- 
order the mind for a time, but by a frequent uſe precipitate old age, 

exaſperate diſeaſes, and multiply and increaſe all the infirmities to 


which the body of man is liable, is generally known to all whoſe re- 


- gard to their own health, or ſtudy to preſerve that of others, has at 
Ay time engaged them in ſuch enquiries, and would have been 


LES | more 
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more clearly explained to your Lordſhips, had dhe leapned h 
been ſuffered to have given their opinions 6 Ave u vas: 


yeſterday propoſed. eis yall 7 8 

Why that propoſal was rejected, my 159 for what crraſoh, in 
the diſcuſſion of ſo important a queſtion, an y kind of evidence was 
refuſed, poſterity will find it difficult to explain, without imputing to 
your Lordſhips ſuch motives as, I hope, will never operate in this 
Aſſembly. It will be, perhaps, thought that the danger was generally 
known, though not acknowledged ; and that thoſe who reſolved to 
paſs the bill, had no other care than to obſtruct ſuch informations as 
might prove to mankind, that they were incited * mm deſigns than 
that of promoting the public good, 
It is not, however, neceſſary that any very curious enquiries 
ſhould be made for the diſcovery of that which, indeed, cannot be 
concealed, and which every man has an * of e 
that paſſes through the ſtreets. 

So public; ſo enormous, and ſo pernicious has been this dreadful 


method of debauchery, that it has excited and baffled the diligence of | 
the magiſtrates, who have endeavoured to ſtop its progreſs or hinder 


its effects. They found their efforts ineffectual, and their diligence 
not only not uſeful to the public, but dangerous to themſelves. 
They quickly experienced, my Lords, the folly of thoſe laws which 
puniſh crimes inſtead of preventing them; they found that legal au- 
thority had little influence, when oppoſed to the madneſs of multi- 
-tudes intoxicated with ſpirits, and that the voice of juſtice was but 
very little heard amidft the clamours of riot and drunkenneſs. 
e live, my Lords, in a nation, where the effects of ſtrong 
liquors have been for a long time too well known; we know that 
they produce in almoſt every one a high opinion of his own merit; 
that they blow the latent ſparks of pride into flame, and, therefore, 


deeſtroy all voluntary ſubmiſſion; they put an end to ſubordination, 


and raiſe every man to an equality with his maſter, or his governor. 
They repreſs all that awe by which men are reſtrained within the 
limits of their proper ſpheres, and incite every man to preſs upon him 
that ſtands before him, that ſtands in the place of which that ſudden 
elevation of heart, which drunkenneſs ne makes him think 
himſelf more worthy. 

Pride, my Lords, is the parerie; and intrepidity the foſterer of re- 
| ſentment; ; for this reaſon, men are almoſt always inclined, 1 in their 
2 : de — 
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debauchebz hongualreels bad to blood-ſhed ; they think more highly of 
| their a sit, h therefore, more readily conclude themſelves 


| injured; they are wholly diveſted of fear, inſenſible of preſent dan- 


ger, ſuperior to all authority, and therefore, thoughtleſs of future 
— ; and what then can hinder them from expreſſing their 
reſentment with the moſt offenſive freedom, or purſuing their revenge 
with the moſt daring violence. F : 
Thus, my Lords, are forgotten diſputes often revived, and after 
having been long reconciled, are at laſt terminated by blows ; thus 
are lives deſtroyed upon the moſt trifling occaſions, upon provoca- 
tions often imaginary, upon chimerical points of honour, where he 
who gave the offence, perhaps without deſign, ſupports it only be- | 
cauſe he has given it; and he wha reſents it, purſues his OS 
only becauſe he will not acknowledge his miſtake. | 
Thus are lives loſt, my Lords, at a time, when thoſe wh at 
them to hazard, are without conſciouſneſs of their value, without d 
ſenſe of the laws which they violate, and without regard to any mo- 
tives but the immediate influence of rage and malice. 


When we conſider, my Lords, theſe effects of e 


can be no ſubject of wonder, that the magiſtrate finds himſelf over- 


borne by a multitude united againſt him, and united by general de- 
bauchery. Government, my Lords, ſubſiſts upon reverence, and 
what reverence can be paid to the laws, by a crowd, of which every 
man is exalted by the enchantment of thoſe intoxicating ſpirits, to 
the independence of a monarch, the wiſdom of a legiſlator, and the 
intrepidity of a hero? when every man thinks thoſe laws oppreſſive 
that- oppoſe the execution of his preſent intentions, and gen 
every magiſtrate as his perſecutor and enemy? _ 1 

Laws, my Lords, ſuppoſe reaſon; for who ever 3 to 
reſtrain beaſts but by force; and, therefore, thoſe that propoſe the 
promotion of public happineſs, which can be produced only by an 
exact conformity to good laws, ought to endeavour to preſerve what, 
may properly be called the public reaſon ; they ought to prevent a 
general depravation of the faculties of thoſe whoſe benefit is intended, 
and whoſe obedience is required; they ought to take care that the 


laws may be known, for how elſe can they be obſerved? and how 


can they be known, or at leaſt, how can wy be os in the 
heats of n E. 
That : 


8 
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| That the laws are univerſally neglected and defied ed.amo 175 lower 
claſs of mankind, among thoſe whoſe want of the, andere f Kg 90 0 


and inſtruction, makes poſitive and compulſory direct ions, more 5 
ceſſary for the regulation of their conduct, is Mk: fg e be. 


Preſentation of the magiſtrates, in which the general diſorders of this 
great city, the open wickedneſs, the daring inſolence, and unbounded 


licentiouſneſs of the common people, is very juſtly deſcribed. 

Their wickedneſs and inſolence, my Lords, is indeed ſuch, that 
50 GE is almoſt at an end, rank no longer confers reſpect, nor does 
dignity afford ſecurity, . The ſame confidence produces inſults and 
xobberies, and that inſenſibility with which debauchery arms the mind 


.equally. againſt fear and pity, frequently aggravates the guilt of rob. 
bery with greater crimes ; thoſe who are ſo unhappy as to fall into 


the hands of thieves, heated by ſpirits into madmen, ſeldom 955 
without ſuffering | greater cruelties than the loſs of money. 

That the uſe: of theſe poiſonous draughts quickly debilitates the 
limbs, and deſtroys the ſtrength of the body ; however this quality 


may impair our manufactures, weaken our armies, and diminiſh our 


commerce; however it may reduce our fleets to an empty ſhow, and 
enable our enemies to triumph in the field, or our rivals to ſupplant 


-us in the market, can fcarcely, 'my Lords, come under conſideration, 


when we reflect how debauchery operates upon the morals. 

It is happy, my Lords, that thoſe who are inclined to miſchief, are 

diſabled in a ſhort time from executing their intentions, by the ſame 
cauſes which excite them; that they are obliged to ſtop in the career 

- of their crimes, that they are preſerved from the hand of the execu- 


tioner by the liquor which expoſes them to it, and that palſies either 


diſable them from purſuing their villainies, or 8 put an end to 
their lives. 


It is happy, my . chat e is ae CORY 9 t be 


7 lating ; ; that thoſe lives which are employed in miſchief, are generally 
ſhort; and that ſince it is the quality of this malignant et to cor- 
rde mind, it likewiſe deſtroys the body. 


But this effect, my Lords, is not conſtant or regular; men ſome- 


times continue for many years, to ſupply the expences of drunkenneſs 


by rapine, and to exaſperate the fury of rapine by drunkenneſs. 


And, therefore, though there could be any one ſo regardleſs of the 
| happineſs of mankind, as to look, without concern, upon them 


who 
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wo hal? (NeRiervee' bþ the grave with poiſon, he may wh be incited 


71 oe, in cel to prevent the progreſs of this practice, a practice 


en bk the ſubverſion of all orders and the deſtruction of all 
97 4 

Ie is well ben my dans that public happineſs muſt be on a 
ated proportion to public virtue; that mutual truſt is the cement of 
ſociety, and that no man can be truſted but as he is reputed honeſt. 
To promote truſt, my Lords, is the apparent tendency of all laws. 
When the ties of morality are enforced by penal ſanctions, men are 
more afraid to violate them, and therefore, are truſted with leſs 
danger; but when they no longer fear the law, they are to be 
reſtrained only by their conſciences ; and if neither law nor conſcience 
has any influence upon their conduct, they are only a herd of wild - 


"beaſts, let looſe to prey upon each other, and every man will infli&t 


or ſuffer pain, as he meets with one ſtronger or weaker than himſelf. 

Thus, my Lords, will all authority ceaſe, property will become 
dangerous to him that poſſeſſes it, and confuſion will overſpread the 
whole community; nor can it be eaſily conceived, by the moſt ex- 
tenſive comprehenſion how far the miſchiefs may Oy, or WY. 
the chain of deſtructive conſequences will end. 

If we conſider our fleet or our army, my Lords, it is pes 
that neither obedience nor fidelity can be expected from men upon 
whom all' the ties of morality, and all the ſanctions of law have loſt 
their influence; they will mutiny without fear, and deſert without 


ſcruple, and like wild beaſts, will, upon the leaſt provocation, turn 


upon thoſe by whom they ought to be governed. 
But drunkenneſs, my Lords, not only corrupts men, by taking 
away the ſenſe of thoſe reſtraints by which they are generally kept in 


awe, and withheld from the perpetration of villainies, but by ſuper- 


adding the temptations of poverty, temptations not eaſily to be 
reſiſted, even by thoſe whoſe eyes are open to the conſequences of 
their actions, and which, therefore, will certainly prevail over thoſe 
whoſe apprehenſions are laid afleep, and who never extend their 
views beyond the gratification of the preſent moment. h 

Drunkenneſs, my Lords, is the parent of idleneſs; for no man 
can apply himſelf to the buſineſs of his trade, either while he is drink- 


ing, or when he is drunk, Part of his time is ſpent in jollity, and 
part in imbecillity ; when he is amidſt his companions he is too gay 
to TROP of the een of neglecting his employment; and 


when 


/ 
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when he _ overburthened himſelf with lauen hen too: feeble and 
too ſtupid to follow it, + of ;yiftubaiiclvny 
Poverty, my Lords, is the offspring a idlene6;!ias hdlenefs: of 
drunkenneſs ; the drunkard's work is little and his dnpentes ate 
great; and, therefore, he muſt ſoon ſee his family diſtreſſed, and his 
ſubſtance red uced to nothing : and, ſurely, my Lords, it needs not 
much ſagacity to diſcover what will be the conſequence of poverty 
produced by vice. 

It is not to be expected, my b that a man tha corrupted will 
be warned by the approach of miſery, that he will recolle& his un- 
derſtanding, and awaken his attention; that he will apply himſelf to 
| his buſineſs with new diligence, endeavour'to recover, by an increaſe 
of- applicatipn, what he has loſt by inattention, and make the re- 
membrance of his former vices, and the difficulties and diſeaſes which 
they brought upon him, an incitement to his induſtry, a ene 
of his reſolution, and a ſupport to his virtue. 

That this is, indeed, poflible, I do not intend. to deny, but the 
bare poſbbility of an event ſo deſirable, is the utmoſt that can be 
admitted ; for it can-ſcarcely be expected, that any man ſhould be 
able to break through all the obſtacles that will obſtru his return 
to. honeſty and wiſdom ; his companions will endeavour to continue 
the infatuating amuſements which have ſo long deluded him; his ap- 
petite will aſſiſt their ſolicitations ; the deſire of preſent eaſe, by which 
all mankind are ſometimes led afide from virtue, will operate with 
unuſual ſtrength ; ſince, to retreive his miſconduct, he muſt not 
only deny himſelf the. pleaſure which he has ſo long indulged, but 
muſt bear the full view of his diſtreſs from which he will naturally 
turn aſide his eyes. The general difficulty of reformation will 
incline him to ſeck for eaſe by any other means, and to delay that 
amendment which he knows to be neceſſary, from hour to hour, 
and from day to day, till his reſolutions are too much weakened ta 
prove of any effect, and his habits confirmed beyond oppoſition. 

Alt length, neceſſity, immediate neceſſity, preſſes upon him; his 

family is made clamorous by want, and his calls of nature and of 
luxury are equally importunate; he has now loſt his credit in the 
world, and none will employ him, becauſe none will truſt him, or 
employment cannot immediately be, perhaps, obtained; becauſe his 
place has for a long time been ſupplied by others. And, even if he 
could obtain a re-· admiſſion to his former buſineſs, his wants are now 
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Fo E i Ss to be ſupplied by the flow methods of - 


regular induſtry ; he muſt repair his loſſes by more efficacious: expe- 
dients;i And muſt nd ſome methods of acquiſition, by n the im- 
portunity-afchis creditors may be ſatisfied. 5 

Induſtry is now, by long habits of Wendt become 4 im- 
practicable; his attention having been long amuſed by pleaſing objects, 
and diſſipated by jollity and merriment, is not readily recalled to a 
talk which is unpleaſing, beeauſe it is enjoined; and his limbs 
enervated by hot and ſtrong liquors, liquors of the moſt pernicious 
kind, cannot ſupport the fatigues neceſſary in the practice of his 
trade; what was once wholeſome exerciſe : is now inſupportable 
fatigue ; and he has not now time to habituate himſelf by degrees — 
that application which he has intermitted, that labour which 7 bas 5 
diſuſed, or thoſe arts which he has forgotten. | 

In this ſtate, my Lords, he eaſily perſuades himſelf, that. his con- 
dition is deſperate, that no legal methods will relieve him; and that, 
therefore, he has nothing to hope but from the efforts of deſpair. 
Theſe thoughts are quickly confirmed by his companions, whom the 
ſame miſconduct has reduced to the ſame diſtreſs, and who have al- 
ready tried the pleaſures of being ſupported by the labour of others. 


They do not fail to explain to him the poſſibility of ſudden affluence, 


and at worſt to celebrate the ſatisfaction of ſhort-lived merriment. 
He, therefore, engages with them in their nocturnal expeditions, an 
aſſociation of wickedneſs is formed, and that man, who before he. 
taſted this infatuating liquor, contributed every day, by honeſt la- 
bour, to the happineſs or convenience of life, who ſupported his 
family in decent plenty, and was himſelf at eaſe, become at once 
miſerable and wicked ; is deteſted as a nuiſance by the community, 
and hunted by the officers of juſtice ; nor has mankind any thing now 
to wiſh or hope with regard to him, but that by his ſpeedy deſtruction, 


the ſecurity of the roads may be reſtored, and the tranquillity of the 


night be ſet free from the alarms of robbery and murder. 

Theſe, my Lords, are the conſequences which neceſſarily enſue 
from the uſe of thoſe pernicious, ' thoſe infatuating ſpirits, which have 
juſtly alarmed every man whom pleaſure or ſloth has not wholly en- 
groſſed, and who has ever looked upon the various ſcenes of life with 
that attention which their importance demand. 

Among theſe, my Lords, the clergy have difioguiſhed ns 
by onion oppolition to this growing evil, and have warned their 

| haearers 


hlearers with the warmeſt concern againſt the; miſery, Weseke 


which muſt always be the attendants or the followers) %, drunkenneſs 
One among them, whoſe merit has raiſed him t ſeat in pthis 


auguſt Aſſembly, and whoſe inſtructions are enforced by. the Jandtity of 
his life, has, in a very cogent and pathetical manner diſplayed the 
_ enormity of this deteſtable fin, the univerſality of its prevalence, and 
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the malignity of its effects; and in his diſcourſe on the infirmary 


of this city, has obſerved with too much juſtneſs, that the loweſt of 
the people are e with this wi and that even neceſſity is become 
luxurious. 

Many other authorities h by 3 Ag ſome. others] 
2 now in my hand; but the recital of them would waſte the day 

to no purpoſe : for ſurely it is not neceſſary to ſnow by a long dedue- 
tion of authorities the guilt of drunkenneſs, or to prove that it 
weakens the body, or that it depraves the mind, that it makes man- 
kind too feeble for labour, too indolent for application, too ſtupid 
for ingenuity, and too daring for the peace of ſociety. © _ 

This, ſurely, my Lords, is therefore a vice, which ought with the 
utmoſt care to be diſcouraged by thoſe whoſe birth or ſtation has 
conferred upon them the province of watching over the public hap- 

pineſs; and which ſurely no proſpe& of preſent advantage, no argu- 
ments of political FOOTER. wil prevail opon this Houſe to 
promote. | 

That the natural and evident 8 of this bill is the propagation 

of drunkenneſs, cannot be denied, when it is conſidered, that it wil 
increaſe the temptations to it by making that liquor, which is the 
favourite of the common people, more common, by multiplying the 
places at which it is ſold, ſo that none can want an opportunity of 
yielding to any ſudden impulſe of his appetite, which will ſolicit him 
-more powerfully and more inceſſantly as wy are more e 
and more eaſily gratified. 

In defence of a bill like this, my Lads” it . bs expected, 
that at leaſt, many ſpecious arguments ſhould be offered. It may 
_ be juſtly hoped that no man will riſe up in oppoſition to all laws of 
heaven and earth, to the wiſdom of all legiſlators, and the experience 

of every human being, without having formed ſuch a train of argu- 


* Now Biſhop of Sarum. + He read the preamble to a former bill, the 


HB opinion of the FO of Ann | | 


ments 
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| hes a f rt! Eafny be diſconcerted, or having formed at leaſt 
ſüch chair of? ſoptülkty as cannot be broken but with difficulty. 


g fa yet, my Lords, when J conſider what has been offered by ll 


who Rave Ritherto appeared either in public afſemblies, or in private 
converſation, as advocates for this bill, I can ſcarcely believe, that 
they perceive themſelves any force in their own arguments ; and am 

inclined to conclude, that they ſpeak only to avoid the imputation of 
being able to ſay nothing in defence of their own ſcheme ; that their 
hope is not to convince by their reaſons, but to overpower by their 
numbers; that they are themſelves influenced not by reaſon but by 
neceſſity; and that they only encourage luxury, becauſe money is ta 
be raiſed for the execution of their ſchemes ; and they imagine, that 


the people will pay more chearfully for _ to TY their TO | 


tites, than for any other enjoyment. | 
The arguments which have been offered, my Lords, in va 
of this bill, or at leaſt which I have hitherto heard, are only two, and 
thoſe two ſo unhappily aſſociated, that they deſtroy each other; what - 
ever ſhall be urged to enforce the ſecond, muſt in the ſame proportion 
invalidate the firſt ; and whoever ſhall aſſert, that the firſt is Rs muſt” 
* 25 
admit that the ſecond is falſe, | 5 f | 
Theſe poſitions, my Lords, the unlucky poſitions which are laid 
down by the defenders of this pernicious bill are, that it will ſupply 
the neceſlities of the government with a very large ſtanding revenue, 
on the credit of which, ſtrengthened by the additional ſecurity of 
the ſinking fund, a ſum will be advanced ſufficient to ſupport the ex- 
pences of a foreign war; and that at the ſame time it will leſſen the 
conſumption of the liquors from whence this duty is to ariſe. - 5 
By what arts of political ratiocination theſe Propoſitions are to 
be reconciled, I am not able to diſcover, It appears evident, my 
Lords, that large revenues can only be raiſed by the ſale of large 
quantities; and that larger quantities will in reality be ſold, as the 
price is little or nothing raiſed, and the venders are greatly increaſed. 
If this will not be the effect, my Lords, and if this effect is not 
expected, why is this bill propoſed as ſufficient to raiſe the immenſe 
ſums which our preſent exigencies require? Can duties be paid with- 
out conſumption of the commodity on which they are laid? and is 
there any other uſe of ſpirituous liquors than that of drinking them? 
Surely, my Lords, it is not expected, that any arguments ſhould 


be e in this Houſe without examination; and yet it might be 


8 4 juſtly 
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| 2 e i that this aſſertion could — 6] mus 


3 country. Rr N 


b E * 4 7 31 nn * | 


dence of an implicit reception, and this teneebilliprapd@ed; qulyt6 


thoſe who had reſigned their underſtandings t the. dictates of the 


. miniſtry; for it is implied in this poſition, that the plenty mem 
modity diminiſhes the demand for it; and that the more freely it is 
fold, the leſs it will be bought. It implies, that men will lay volun- 
tary reſtraints upon themſelves, in proportion as they are indulged by 

© their governors; and that all prohibitory laws tend to the promotions 

of the practices which they condemn; it implies, that a ſtop can only 


be put to fornication by increaſing the number of proſtitutes, and 


that theft is only to be reſtrained by leaving your doors open. 


I Fam, for my part, convinced, that drunkards as well as thieves 
are made by opportunity; and that no man will deny himſelf what 


' he deſires, merely becauſe it is allowed him by the laws of his 


4 


This, my Lords, is ſo i that I ſhall no longer dwell upon 
the aſſertion, that the unbounded liberty of retailing ſpirits will-make 
ſpirits leſs uſed in the nation; but ſhall examine the ſecond argument, 
and conſider how far it is poſſible or proper to raiſe 40 lies by f tax 
upon drunkenneſs. | 

That large ſums will be raiſed by the bill, to wht gre conſent of 
your Lorgſhips is now required, I can readily. admit, becauſe the 
conſumption of ſpirits will certainly be greater, and the licences taken 
for retailing them ſo numerous, that a much lower duty than is pro- 


poſed will amount yearly to a very large ſum ; for if the felicity of 


drunkenneſs can be more cheaply obtained by buying ſpirits than 


ale, when both are to be found at the ſame place, it is eaſy to ſee 
which will be preferred; this argument, therefore, is irrefragable, 
and may be urged in favour of the bill without danger of confutation. 


But, my Lords, it is the buſineſs of governors not ſo much to 
Fam the purſes, as to regulate the morals of the people ; not only 
to raiſe taxes, but to levy them in ſuch a manner, as may be leaſt 
burthenſome, and to apply them to purpoſes which may be moſt uſe- 
ful; not to raiſe money by OY the nation, that it may be ſpent 


ar, F ite! 


It has been mentioned by a very aid writer, as a tonal 


| prafiice in the exerciſe- of government, to tax ſuch commodities as 
were abuſed to the increaſe of vice, that vice may be diſcouraged by 
| "being made more expenſive ; and therefore the community in time 
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| Shen e but the tax which is now OY my 


Londep i e different kind; it is a tax laid upon vice, indeed, 


but it 1 ariſe from the licences granted to wickedneſs, and its 
conſoquemces muſt be the increaſe of debauchery, not the reſtraint. 


It is a tax which will be readily paid, becauſe it will be little felt ; 


and becauſe it will be little felt, it is 1 that multitudes will : 
ſubje& themſelves to it. 


The a& which is now to be repealed, was indeed of a very dif- : 
ferent nature, though perhaps not free from very juſt objections. It 


| had this advantage, at leaſt, that ſo far as it was put in execution, it 
obſtructed drunkenneſs z nor has the examination of the officers f 


exciſe diſcovered any imperfection in the law; for i it a only failed, 
becauſe it was timorouſly or negligently executed. 
Wyy it was not vigorouſly and diligently cal I have never 
yet been able to diſcover. If the magiſtrates were threatened by 
the populace, the neceſſity of ſuch laws was more plaihly proved; 
for what juſtifies the ſeverity of coercion but the prevalence of the 
crime? and what may not be feared from crowds intoxicated with 
ſpicits, whoſe, infolence and fury is already fuch, that they dare to 
threaten theYovernment by which they are debarred from the is of 
them? | 
This, my Lords, is a rfleRion that ought not to be paſſed Aightly 
over. The nature of our conſtitution, happy as it is, muſt. be ac- 
knowledged to produce this inconvenience, that it inclines the com- 
mon people to turbulence and ſedition; the nature of ſpirituous li- 
quors is ſuch, that they inflame theſe diſpoſitions, already too much 
predominant ; and yet the turbulence of the people is made a reaſon 
for licenſing drunkenneſs, and allowing without limitation the ſale of 


_ thoſe ſpirits by which that turbulence muſt be certainly increaſed. - 


It may be perhaps urged, (for indeed I know not what elſe can be 
decently alledged) that there is a neceſſity of raiſing money, that no 
other method can be nen and that therefore this ought not to 


be oppoſed. | 


I know, my Lords, that miniſters generally conſider, as the teſt of 


each man's loyalty, the readineſs with which he concurs with them in 
their ſchemes for railing money; and that they think all oppoſition te 


theſe ſchemes which are calculated for the ſupport of the government, 


the effect of a criminal diſaffection; that they always think it a ſuffi- 


cient vindication of any law, that it will bring in very large: ſums z 
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and that 3 think no meaſures pernicious, mot lay ede by 
which the revenue is not impaired. -) 70: (16199 % 

If government was inſtituted only to raiſe Mone the Miniſterial 
ſchemes of policy would be without exception 5, nor auld, it be 
denied, that the preſent miniſters ſhew themſelves by this expedient 
uncommon maſters of their profeflion. But the end of government 
is only to promote virtue, of which happineſs is the conſequence ; and 
therefore to ſupport government by propagating vice, is to ſupport it 
by means which deſtroy the end for which it was originally eſtabliſhed, 
and for which its continuance is to be deſired. 

If money therefore cannot be raiſed but by this bill, if the expences 
of the government cannot be defrayed but by corrupting the morals of 
the people, I ſhall without ſcruple declare, that money ought not to 
be. raiſed, nor the deſigns of the government ſupported, becauſe the 
| people can ſuffer nothing from the failure of public meafures, or even 
from the diſſolution of the government itſelf, which will be equally 
to be dreaded or avoided with an univerſal depravity of morals, and a 
general decay of corporeal vigour.” Even the inſolence of a foreign 
conqueror can inflict nothing more ſevere than the diſeaſes which 
debauchery, produces; nor can any thing be feared from the diſorders 
of anarchy more dangerous or more calamitous, than the madneſs of 
ſedition, or the miſeries which muſt enſue to each individual from 
univerſal wickedneſs. 

Such, my Lords, is the expedient by which we are now about to 
raiſe the ſupplies for the preſent year ; and ſuch is the new method 
of taxation which the ſagacity of our miniſters has luckily difcovered. 
A foreign war is to be ſupported by the deſtruction of our people at 
home, and the revenue of the government to be improved by the decay 
of our manufactures. We are to owe henceforward our power to 
epidemical diſeaſes, our wealth to the declenſion of our commerce, 
and our ſecurity to riot and to tumult, | 

There is. yet another conſideration, my Lords, which ought well 
to be regarded, before we ſuffer this bill to paſs. Many laws are 
merely experimental, and have been made, not becauſe the legiſlature 
thought them indifputably proper, but becauſe no better could at that 
time be firuck out, and becauſe the arguments in their favour ap- 
peared ſtronger. than thoſe againſt them, or becauſe the queſtions to 
. which they related were ſo dark and intricate, that nothing was to 
be determined with certainty, and no other method could therefore 
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| is _— ﬆ& lie of 7 ing the firſt attempts at hazard, and - 


correQting theſe errors, or ſupplying theſe defects which . here 


PRE Nerd dy thoſe lights which time ſhould afford. 


2 "Though" am far from thinking, my Lords, that the alight e- 
lating {6 "the eſfects of this law, is either doubtful or obſcure; though 
I am certain that the means of reforming the vice which its advocates 
pretend it is deſigned to prevent, are obvious and eaſy ; yet I ſhould- 
have hoped, that the projectors of ſuch a ſcheme would have allowed 
at leaſt the uncertainty of the ſalutary effects expected from it, and? 
would therefore have made ſome proviſion for the repeal of i 5 RIO 
it ſhould be found to fail. 

But, my Lords, our miniſters appear to have thought it ſufficient 
to endear them to their country, and immortalize their names, that 
they have invented a new method of raiſing. money, and ſeem to 
have very little regard to any part of the art of government; they 
will at leaſt in their own opinion have deſerved applauſe, if they 
leave the public revenue greater, by whatever diminution of the 
public virtue. | | 1 85 8 

They have therefore, my Lords, wiſely men a Best of 
continuing this law, whatever may be its conſequences, and how 
fatal ſoever its abuſes; for they not only mortgage the duties upon 


ſpirits for the preſent ſupply, but ſubſtitute them in the place of ano-—ꝛ 


ther ſecurity given to the Bank by the Pot-Act; and therefore, ſince 
it will not be eaſy to form another tax of equal produce, we can have 
very little hope that this will be remitted. | 

There will be indeed only one method of ſetting ther nation ſins: 
from the calamities which this law will bring upon it; and as I doubt 
not but that method will at laſt be followed, it will certainly deſerve 
the attention of your Lordſhips, as the third conſideration to which, 
in our debates on this bill, particular regard ought to be paid. 

That the licence of drunkenneſs, and the unlimited conſumption . 
of ſpirituous liquors, will fill the whole kingdom with idleneſs, diſ- 
eaſes, riots, and confuſion, cannot be doubted; nor can it be queſ- 
tioned, but that in a very ſhort time the Senate will be crowded with 
petitions from all the trading bodies in the kingdom, for the regulation 
of the workmen and ſervants, for the extinction of turbulence and 


riot, and for the removal of irreſiſtible temptations to idleneſs and - 


fraud. Theſe repreſentations may be for a time neglected, but muſt 
ſoon or late be heard; the miniſters will be obliged to repeal this law. 
D d a for 
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They will then, my Lords, find that their chamwpuoiciiyllinerer | 
proſpects of profit it may now flatter them, was formed with no ex. 
tenſive views; and that it was only the expedient of political avarice, 
which facrificed a greater diſtant advantage to the immediate ſatiſ- 
faction of preſent gain. They will find, that they have corrupted 
the people without obtaining any advantage by their crime, and that 
they muſt have recourſe to fome new contrivance by which their own 
errors may be retrieved. | 
In this diſtreſs, my Lords, they can Zn do what indeed they now 
ſeem to deſign ; they can only repeal this act by charging the debt, 
which it has enabled them to contract, upon the finking fund, upon 
that ſacred depoſit which was for a time ſuppoſed unalienable, and 
from which aroſe all the hopes that were ſometimes formed by the 
nation, of being delivered from that load of impoſts, which it can- 
not much longer ſupport. They can only give ſecurity for this new 
debt, by diſabling us for ever from paying the former, | 
The bill now before us, my Lords, will therefore be equally per- 
nicious in its immediate and remoter conſequences ; it will firſt 
corrupt the people, and deſtroy our trade, and afterwards intercept 
that fund which is appropriated to the moſt uſeful and deſirable of all 
political purpoſes, the gradual alleviation of the public debt. 
Thope, my Lords, that a bill of this portentous kind, a bill big 
with innumerable miſchiefs, and without one beneficial tendency, will 
be rejected by this Houſe, without the form of commitment; that it 
will not be the fubject of a debate amongſt us, whether we ſhall con- 
ſent to poiſon the nation; and that inſtead of enquiring, whether the 
meaſures which are now purſued by the miniſtry ought to be ſup- 
ported at the expence of virtue, tranquillity and trade, we ſhould 
examine, whether they are not ſuch as ought to be oppoſed for their 
own fake, even without the conſideration of the immenſe ſums which 
they apparently demand. | 
I am indeed of opinion, that the ſucceſs of the preſent hebe will 
not be of any benefit to the nation, and believe likewiſe, that there is 
very little proſpect of ſucceſs. I am at leaft convinced, that no ad- 
vantage can countervail the miſchiefs of this deteſtable bill; which 


therefore J ſhall ſteadily WH "ring I have. andy dwelt upon 
21 a this 
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this bine pemaps ge long; yet as I ſpeak only from an unpreju- 


_ zicethregardictonthie-public; I hope if any new arguments ſhall be at- 


tempted, that I ſhall be allowed the liberty of making a reply. 
Lor Blarnunxs r replied to the following purport :—My Lords, 
I doubt not but the noble Lord has delivered on this occaſion his real 
ſentiments, and that in his opinien the happineſs of our country, the 
regard which ought always to be paid to the promotion of virtue, re- 
quire that this bill ſhould be rejeted. I am far from ſuſpecting, that 
ſuch an appearance of zeal can conceal any private views, or that 
ſuch pathetic exclamations can proceed but from a t really ac 
with honeſt anxiety. 

This anxiety, my Lords, I mall endeavour to e bears ie 
has been communicated to others; for I think it no leſs the duty of 
every man who approves the public meaſures, to vindicate them from 
miſrepreſentation, than of him to whom they appear pernicious-or 
dangerous, to warn his fellow- ſubjects of that danger. 

I, my Lords, am one of thoſe who are convinced, that the bill now 
before us, which has been cenfured as fundamentally wrong, is in 
reality fundamentally right ; that the end which is propoſed by it is 
juſt, and the means which are preſcribed in it will accompliſh the 
purpoſe for which they were contrived: 

The end of this bill, my Lords, is to diminiſh the be 


| of diſtilled ſpirits, to reſtrain the populace of theſe kingdoms from 


a liquor which, when uſed in exceſs, has a malignity to the laſt de- 
gree dangerous, which at once inebriates and poiſons, impairs the 
force of the underſtanding, and deſtroys the vigour of the body; 
and to attain this, I think it e right to lay a tax 1 88 theſe 


liquors. 


Of the vice of 3 my Ln no man "Thy 2 8 
abhorrence than myſelf; of the pernicious conſequences of theſe 
liquors, which are now chiefly uſed by the common people, no man : 
is more fully convinced, and therefore none can more zealouſſy wiſh, 


that drunkenneſs * be ſuppreſled, and diſtilled ſpirits wigs from 


the people. | 
The diſorders mentioned by the noble Lord, are undoabtedly the 


| ors of the preſent uſe of theſe liquors, but theſe are not'its 
worſt effects. The offenders againſt the law, may by the law be 


ſometimes reclaimed, and at other times cut off; nor can theſe 


Practices, however injurious to particular perſons, in any great de- 


9 | gree 
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gree impair the general happineſs. The worſk:iefferds,2thovefins, 
of the uſe of ſpirits, are that idleneſs and {exitravagtinog avitichiic 
has introduced among the common people, by which:qur=camnitrce 
muſt be obſtructed, and our preſent an and len ee 
miniſ ned. dig af 

This pernicious practice, my 3 is | difleinizated farther than 
could be reaſonably believed by thoſe whoſe intereſt has not incited, 
or curioſity induced them to enquire into the practice of the different 
claſſes of men, It is well known, that the farmers have been hithertg 
Miſtinguiſhed by the virtues of frugality, temperance, and induſtry; 
that they laboured hard, and ſpent little; and were therefore juſtly 
conſidered as an innocent and uſeful part of the community, whoſe 
employment and parſimony preſerved them in a great meaſure from 
the general infection of vice which ſpread its influence ROS the 
traders and men of eſtates, 

But even this abſtemious claſs of men, my Lords, have of late re- 
laxed their frugality, and ſuffered themſelves to be tempted by this 


infatuating liquor; nor is any thing now more common than to find it 


in thoſe houſes in which ale, a few years ago, was the higheſt pitch! of 
luxury to which they aſpired, and to ſee thoſe hours waſted in intoxi- 
cating entertainments, which were formerly dedicated wholly to the 
care of their farms, and the improvement of their fortunes, 

Thus, my Lords, it appears, that the corruption is become uni- 
verſal, and therefore that ſome remedy ought to be attempted; nor 
can I conceive any meaſures more conſiſtent with juſtice, or more 
likely to produce the end intended by them, than thoſe which are now 
offered to your conſideration, by which the liquor will be made dearer, 
too dear to be laviſhly drank by thoſe who are in moſt danger of uſing 
it to exceſs; and the number of thoſe who retail it will be diminiſhed 


by the neceſſity of taking a licence, and of renewing them every year 


at the ſame expence. 

The inefficacy, my Lords, of lens ds and the impoſſi- 
bility of a total deprivation of any enjoyment which the people have 
by cuſtom made familiar and dear to them, ſufficiently appears from 
the eyent of the law which is now to be repealed, It is well known, 


that by that law, the uſe. of ſpirituous liquors was prohibited to the 


common people ; that retailers were deterred from vending them by 
the utmoſt encourag gement that could be given to informers ; and that 
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Ziſconerirs, wers intited by every art that could he prafied, _ 
viitnders puniſted with the utmoſt rigour. t | 
0 Veturhatuwas this effect, my Lords, of all this diligence pad ot 
A general-panic ſuppreſſed, for a few weeks, the practice of ſelling 
the prohibited liquors; but in a very ſhort time, neceſſity forced 
ſome, who had nothing to loſe, to return to their former trade; theſe 
were ſuffered ſometimes to eſcape, becauſe nothing was to be gained 
by informing againſt them, and others were encouraged by their 
example to imitate them, though with more ſecrecy and caution; of 
thoſe, indeed, many were puniſhed, but many more eſcaped, and _ 
as were fined often found the profit greater than the loſs. 1155 
The proſpect of raiſing money by detecting their practices, ning : 
many to turn information into a trade ; and the facility with which 
the crime was to be proved, cnc ſome to gratify their malice 


by perjury, and others their avarice; ſo that the multitude of in- 


formations became a public grievance, andthe magiſtrates ee 
complained that the law was not to be executed. | 
The perjuries of informers were now ſo flagrant and common, that 
the people thought all informations malicious; or at leaft, thinking 
themſelves oppreſſed by the law, they looked upon every man — 


promoted its execution, as their enemy; and therefore now began to 
declare war againſt informers, many of whom they e with great 


e and ſome they murdered in the ſtreets. 

By their obſtinacy they at laſt wearied the Sg ati by 
their violence they intimidated thoſe who might be inclined to make 
diſcoveries; ſo that the law, however juſt might be the intention 
with which it was enacted, or however ſeaſonable the methods pre- 
ſcsibed by it, has been now for ſome years totally diſuſed ; nor has 


any one been puniſhed for the violation of it, becauſe no man has 


dared to offer informations. Even the vigilance of the magiſtrates 
has been obliged to connive at theſe offences, nor has any nal been 
found willing to engage. in a taſk; at once odious and endleſs, or to 
puniſh offences which every day multiplied, and of which the whole : 
body of the common people, a body very ede er united, 8 
was univerſally engaged. = 
The practice, therefore, of vending at of arinking diſtilled tots | 


has prevailed for ſome time without oppoſition ; nor can any man 


. enter a tavern or an alehouſe, in which they will be denied him, or 


walk along the ſtreets without being incited to drink them at every 
| Dd4z 1, corner; 


. e l Y 
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corner; 1 ſold for ſeveral yer, wirs lef/oprotialy 
and ſecurity than any other commodity ; and-whotver eee in this 
great city, will find his way very frequently obſtructed hy thaſe-witio 
are felling. theſe pernicious liquors to the greedy pre een 
thoſe who have drank them till they are unable to mov 

But the ſtrongeſt proof of the inefficacy of the late law, pos coals 
quently of the neceſſity of another, which may not be ſo eaſily eluded 
er ſo violently reſiſted, is given by the papers which lie upon the 
table. From theſe it appears that the quantity of ſpirits diſtilled, has 
increaſed from year to year to the preſent time; and, therefore, that 
drunkenneſs js become more prevalent, and the reaſons for repreſling 
it more urgent than ever before. 

Let us therefore calmly conſider, my Lords, what can in this 
ee be done ; that the people ſhould be allowed to poiſon them- 
ſelves and their poſterity without reſtraint, is certainly not the intent 
of any good man; and therefore, we are now to conſider how it may 
be prevented. That the people are infected with the vice of drunken, 
neſs, that they debauch themſelves chiefly with ſpirituous liquors, 


and that thoſe liquors are in a high degree pernicious, is confeſſed + 
potty by 1 thoſe who oppoſe the bill, and thoſe who defend it ; but with 


this advantage « on the part of thoſe that defend i it, that they only pro- 
poſe a probable method of reforming the abuſes which they deplore. 
I know that the warm reſentment which ſome. Lords have on former 
occaſions expreſled againſt the diſorders which diſtilled liquors are 
ſuppoſed to produce, may naturally incline them to wiſh, that they 
were totally prohibited, and that this liquid fires as it bas been termed, 
were to be extinguiſhed for ever, | 


Whether ſuch wiſhes are not more ardent hay ration al; er 


heir | zeal againſt the abuſe of things, indifferent i in mien bas 


not, as has oſten happened i in other caſes, hurried them into an in- 
diſcreet cenſure of the lawful uſe, I ſhall not now enquire ; becauſe 
it is ſuperfluous to diſpute about the propriety « of meaſures, of which 
the poffibility may be juſtly queſtioned. | 

This laſt act, my Lords, was of this kind; the duties eſtabliſhed 
| by i it were ſo high, that they wholly debarred the lower claſſes of the 

cople from the liquor on which they were laid; and, therefore, it 
was found by a very ſhort experience, that it Was impoſſible to pre- 
ſerve it from violation; that there would be no end of puniſhing 


thoſg v who offended {againſt it; ; and that ſexerity produced rather com- 
pal dn 
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deri, Thoſe who have ſuffered the penalties were 
conſiders &: us perſons under unjuſt perſecution, whom every one was 
obligec hy the ties of humanity to encourage, reward and protect; 
and choſe vrhe informed againſt them or encouraged informations, 
were deteſted as the oppreſſors of the people. The law had, indeed, 
this effect, that it debarred, at leaſt for a ſhort time, all thoſe from 
retailing ſpirits who lived in reputation; and, therefore, encouraged 
others to vend them in private places, where 8 were mare likely to 
be drank to exceſs. 

Haying, therefore, made win of violent and ſevere net. ar 
had an opportunity of obtaining a full conviction of their ineſſicacy, 
it is ſurely proper to profit by our experience, by that experience 

which ſhews us that the uſe of diſtilled liquors under its preſent diſ- 
couragements, has every year increaſed ; and, therefore, proves ag 
once the unprofitableneſs of the law now in force, and the neceflity 
of ſome other by which the ſame purpoſes may be more nn 
promoted. | 

The reformation of a yice fa prevalent, muſt be flow and gradual 
for it is not to be hoped, that the whole bulk of the people will at 
once be diveſted of their habits; and therefore it will be rational to 
endeavour not wholly to debar them from any thing in which, how-+ 
ever abſurdly, they place their happineſs, but to make the attainment 
of it more and more difficult, that they may inſenſibly n _ 
ardour, and ceaſe from their purſuit. 

This, my Lords, is propoſed in the preſent pill, which by the 
duties which are to be laid upon diſtilled ſpirits will raiſe the price a 
third part, and as it is reaſonable to expect, hinder a third part of 
the conſumption ; for it is obſerved, that thoſe who drink them ſet 
no limits to their exceſſes, but indulge their appetites to the utmoſt 
of their power ; if he therefore who uſed to ſpend three-pence a day 
in ſpirits, can now have no more than could formerly be bought for 
two-pence, he muſt neceſſarily content himſelf with only two-thirds 
of the quantity which he has hitherto drank ; and therefore muſt by 
force, though perhaps not by inclination, be leſs intemperate. 

It is not to be doubted, my Lords, but that ſpirits will, by this ad- 
ditional duty, be made one third part dearer ; for it has been hitherto 


obſerved, that retailers levy upon the buyer twice the duty that is 


paid ta the government, as is every day apparent in other commodi- 
ies; ſo chat the yearly quantity of ſpirits which is uſually diſtilled 
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will coſt five hundred thouſand pounds Sea be fur, dn tax 
which, 1 ſuppoſe, thoſe who are charged with this kindof:dqbauzhery 
will not be ſuppoſed able to pay, and which yet _ ber paid by 
them, unleſs they will be content with a leſs quantity. i 

That ſpirits will now be ſold in every ; dab ee of whatever 


denomination, has been, I believe, juſtly aſſerted ; but the aſſertion 


has not been properly urged as an argument againſt the bill. One 
of the circumſtances which has contribute d to the enormous abuſe of 
theſe liquors, has been the practice of retailing them in obſcure places 
by perſons without character and without money; who therefore 
neither feared penalties nor infamy, and offended againſt law and 
decency with equal ſecurity. But when the cheapneſs of licences 
ſhall make it convenient for every man that pleaſes to retail ſpirits in 
@ public manner, they will be generally drank in houſes viſited by 
public officers, obſerved by the neighbouring inhabitants, and fre- 
quented by perſons of morals and civility, who will always endea- 
vour to reſtrain all enormous exceſſes, and oblige the maſters of the 
houſes to pay ſome regard to the laws. Thoſe 'whoſe appetites are 


too importunate to be reſtrained, may now gratify them without 
being tenipted to enter into houſes of infamy, or mingling with 
beggars, or thieves, or profligates; and therefore, though the uſe 


of ſpirits ſhould continue the ſame, its conſequences will be leſs fatal, 

ſince they may be had without the neceſlity of aſſociating with 
wickedneſs, | 

But, my Lords, it is not improbable, that by this bill the number 
of retailers, at leaſt in this city, where they are moſt pernicious, 

may be leſſened. It is well known, that the reaſon for which they 


are ſold in cellars, and in the ſtreets, is the danger of retailing them 


in other places; and that if they were generally ſold by thoſe who 
could procure the beſt of each ſort, theſe petty traders would be im- 
mediately undone ; for it is reaſonable to imagine, my Lords, that 
they buy the cheapeſt liquors, and ſell them at the deareſt rate: 

When therefore reputable houſes ſhall be opened for the ſale of 
| theſe liquors, decency will reſtrain ſome, and prudence will hinder 


ethers from endangering their health by purchaſing thoſe: liquors 


which are offered in the ſtreet, and from hazarding their e or 
rhaps their lives, by drinking to exceſs in obſcure places. c 


It is likewiſe to be remembered, my Lords, that many of thoſe 


who now poiſon their countrymen with petty ſhops of debauchery, 
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urs not able bb purthaſt a licence, even at the cheap rate at which it 
is phOHD⁰, and that therefore they will be reſtrained from 
their made by va legal inability; for it is not, my Lords, to be 
iniagined, that they will be deſended with equal zeal by the poputace, 
when the liquors may be had without their aſſiſtance, nor will in- 
formation be equally infamous, when it is not the act only of profli- 
gates who purſue the practice of it as à trade, but of the proper 
officers of every place incited by the lawful venders of the ſame com- 


modities, or of the venders themſelves, who will now be numerous 


enough to protect each other, and whom their common intereſt will 
incite againſt clandeſtine dealers. | 
The price of licences, therefore, appears to me very happily wy 


juſted : had it been greater there would not have been a ſufficient 
number of lawful retailers to put a ſtop to clandeſtine ſellers ; and if 


it was lower, every petty dealer in this commodity might, by pre- 
tending to keep an alehouſe, continue the practice of Rs an 
harbour to thieves, and of propagating debauchery. 


Thus, my Lords, it appears to me that the bill will leſſen the cons 


ſumption of theſe deſtructive ſpirits, certainly in a great degree, by 


raiſing the price, and probably by transferring the trade of ſelling 


them into more reputable hands. What more can be done by human 
care or induſtry I do not conceive. To prohibit the uſe of them is 
impoſſible, to raiſe the price of them to the ſame height with that of 


foreign | ſpirits, is indeed practicable, but ſurely at this time no 


cligible method; for ſo general is this kind of debauchery, that no 


degree of expenee would entirely ſuppreſs it; and as foreign ſpirits, 
if they were to be ſold at the ſame price, would always be preferred 


to our own, we ſhould only ſend into other nations that money which 


now Circulates among e and eee the people without , 
reforming them. yl, 


The regulation provided by the bill before us is nee in my 
opinion, the moſt likely method for recovering the antient induſtry 
and ſobriety of the common people; and, my Lords, I ſhall approve 
it, till experience has ſhewn it to be defective. I ſhall approve it not 


with a view of obtaining or ſecuring the favour of any of thoſe wha 
may be thought to intereſt themſelves in its ſucceſs, but becauſe T - 


find ſome new law for this purpoſe indiſpenſably neceſſary, and be⸗ 7 


lie ve chat no o better can be contrived, 8 
We 


- a. * 


common people. We are endeavouring to reſomsi vient 


_- DEBZATEION: == 
We are now, my Lords, to contend wifh che A onslos- l ite 


univerſal; a vice which, however deſtructive, is now [nodlonger te- 
proachful. We have tried the force of violent methods and, bund 
them unſucceſsful; we are now therefore to treat the vulgar as 
children, with a kind of artful indulgence, and to take from them 
ſecretly and by degrees what cannot be wholly denied them, without 
exaſperating them almoſt to rebellion. 


This is the firſt attempt, and by this, if one third of. the conſump. 


tion be diminiſhed, we may next year double the duty, and by a new 
augmentation of the price take away another third, and what will 
then be drank, will perhaps by the ſtricteſt moraliſts be allowed to 
be rather beneficial than hurtful, 

By this gradual: procedure, we ſhall give thoſe, wha have accuſ. 
tomed themſelves to this liquor, time to reclaim their appetites, and 
thoſe that live by diſtilling, opportunities of engaging in ſome other 
employment; we ſhall remove the diſtemper of the public without 
any painful remedies, and ſhall reform the people Se without 
ecxaſperating or perſecuting them, _ 5 
The Biſhop of Oxroxp ſpoke to the e purport madly 
Lords, As I am not yet convinced of the expedience of the bill now 
before us, nor can diſcover any reaſon for believing, that the advan- 
tages will countervail the miſchiefs which it will produce, I think it 
my duty to declare, that I ſhall oppoſe it as . to en and 
contrary to the inviolable rules of religion. 

It appears to me, my Lords, that the liberty of kings liquors 
which are allowed to be equally injurious to health and virtue, will 
by this law become general and boundleſs; and I can diſcover no 
r.:aſon for doubting, that the purchaſers will be multiplied by in- 
creaſing the numbers of the venders, and the increaſe of the fale of 


diſtilled ſpirits, and the propagation of all kinds of wickedneſs are 


the ſame; I muſt conclude that bill to be deſtructive to the public by 
which the ſale of ſpirits will be increaſed. 

It has been urged that other more vigorous methods have been 
tried, „and that they are now to be laid aſide, becauſe experience has 
| ſhewn them to be ineffectual, becauſe the people unanimouſly aſſerted 
the privilege of debauchery, oppoſed the execution of juſtice, and 


| ow ſued thoſe with the utmoſt malice that offered informations. 
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b, 
e of 1 my Lords, that government approaching to its 
ft Sflehutiony thar waz reduced to ſubmit its decrees to their judgment 
a- who2wedthiefly/aecufed of the abuſe of theſe liquors; for ſurely when 
id the weſt, the moſt corrupt part of the people, have obtained ſuch a 
as degree of influence, as to dictate to the legiſlature thoſe laws by which 
m they expect to be governed, all ſubordination is at an end. 
ut This, my Lords, I hope, I ſhall never ſee the ſtate of my own 
country: I hope I ſhall never ſee the government without authority 
p- to enforce obedience to the laws, nor have I, indeed, ſeen any ſuch 
w weakneſs on this occaſion : the oppoſition that was made, and the 
ill diſcontent that was excited, were no greater than might be reaſon- 
to ably expected, when the vice which was to be reformed was ſo enor- 
mouſly predominant, nor was the effect of the law leſs than any one 
. who foreſaw ſuch oppoſition might reaſonably have conceived, © | 
1d In this city alone there were, before the commencement of that. 
er law, fifteen hundred large ſhops, in which no other trade was carried 
ut on than that of retailing theſe pernicious liquors ; in which no tempta- 
ut tion to debauchery was forgotten; and, what cannot be mentioned 


without horror, back rooms and ſecret places were contrived for re- 
ly ceptacles of thoſe who had drank, till they had loſt their reaſon and 


w their limbs; there they were erowded together till they mans 

n ſtrength ſufficient to go away, or drink more. 

it Theſe peſtilential ſnops, theſe ſtore-houſes of MITED? "with upon 

id MW the encouragement which this law will give them, be ſet open again; 
new invitations will be hung out to catch the eyes of paſſengers, who 

rs will again be enticed with promiſes of being made drunk for a penny, 

ill and that univerſal debauchery and aſtoniſhing licentiouſneſs which 

10 gave occaſion to the former act will return upon us. | 

n- It is to little purpoſe, my Lords, that the licences for tine did | 

of tilled ſpirits are to be granted only to thoſe who profeſs to keep houſes 

re MW for the ſale of other liquors, ſince nothing will be more eaſy than ta 


by elude this part of the law. Whoever is inclined to open $ ſhop fox 
the retail of ſpirits, may take a licence for ſelling ale; and the ſale of 


en one barrel of more innocent liquors in a year will entitle to diſpenſa 

as poiſon with i impunity, and to eee n controul to the Wu i 
ed ruption of mankind, | mED „ 
1d it is confeſſed; that ſince this law was wks theſs owt ves | 


been ſold only at corners of the ſtreets, in petty ſhops, and in private 3 
4 cellars ; and therefore it muſt be allowed, that if the conſumption 
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has increaſed, it ho at leaſt increaſed Jeſs: than if the 
ſale had been permitted; for the neceſſity of Tecrery! is, 


_ reſtraint; and every reſtraint muſt in ſome degree/vbſtract * | 
tice, fince thoſe that follow it under reſtraint would purſue #t *tioxs 
vigorouſly, if that reſtraint were taken away; and thoſe that are now. . . 


totally hindered, would at leaſt be more ſtrongly tempted by greater 
liberty; and where the temptation is more powerful, more will pro- 
n be overcome by it. | 

But, my Lords, however the law may in | this crowded 45 have 
been eluded and defied, however drunkenneſs may here have been 
protected by the inſolence which it produces, and crimes have been 


fheltered by the multitudes of offenders, I am informed, that in parts 


leſs populous, the efficacy of the late act never was denied ; and that 


it has in many parts reſcued the people from the miſeries of de- 


bauchery, and only failed in others by the negligence. 0 of thoſe to 
whom the execution of it was committed, 

- Negligently and faintly as it was executed, it did in effect hinder 
many from purſuing this deſtructive kind of trade ; and even in the 


metropolis itſelf, almoſt a total ſtop was for a time put to the uſe of 
ſpirits ; and had the magiſtrates performed their duty with ſteadineſs 


and reſolution, it is probable, that no plea would have ariſen i in fa- 
vour of this bill from the inefficacy of the laſt. | 


I cannot indeed deny, that the multitude of falſe ard; fur- 
niſhed the magiſtrates with a very ſpecious pretence for relaxing their 


vigilance ; but it was only, my Lords, a ſpecious pretence, not a 
warrantable reaſon ; for the ſame diligence ſhould haye been uſed to 
puniſh falſe informers as clandeſtine retailers ; the traders in poiſon 
and in perjury ſhould have been both purſued with inceſſant, vigour, 
the ſword of juſtice ſhould have been drawn againſt them, nor ſhould 
it bave been laid aſide, till either ſpecies of wickedneſs had been 
extermĩnated. | 


In the execution of this, as of IR penal laws, my "Be it will 


be always poſſible for the judge to be miſled by falſe teſtimonies; and 


therefore the argument which falſe informations furniſh may be-uſed 
againſt every other law, where information is encouraged. Yet, my 
Lords, it has been long the practice of this nation to incite criminals. 


to detect each other; and when any enormous crime is committed, to 


proclaim at once pardon and rewards to him that ſhall diſcover his 


; 3 my Lords, iS AN A parent 8 to perjury; 


and 


... 
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A Perjuay may in the execution of this law be detected bh the oo 
means as on other occaſions ; and whenever it is detected, ought to 
be zigorouſly puniſhed ; and I doubt not but in a ſhort time the 
difficulties and inconveniencies which are aſſerted in the preamble. of 
this bill to have attended the putting the late aft in execution, would 
ſpeedily have vaniſhed ; the number of delinquents would have been 
every day leſſened, and the virtue and hne of the nation would 
have been reſtored. 

It is not indeed aſſerted, that the execution of the late act 8 
:mpoililile, but that it was attended with difficulties ; and when, my 
Lords, was any deſign of great importance effected e difficul- 
ties? It is difficult, without doubt, to reſtrain a nation from vice, 
and to reform a nation already corrupted, is ſtill more difficult. But 
as both, however difficult, are neceſſary, it is the duty of Govern=- | 
ment to endeavour ping till it ſhall ONE: that no endeavours can 
ſucceed... 

For my part, my ORs bs am not eaſily. . to believe that 
remiſſneſs will ſucceed, where aſſiduity has failed; and therefore if 
it be true, as is ſuppoſed in the preamble, that the former act was 
ineffectual by any defects in itſelf, I cannot conceive that this will 
operate with greater force. I cannot imagine that appetites will be 
weakened by leſſening the danger of gratifying them, or that men 
who will break down the fences of the law to- poſſeſs themſelves of 
what long habits have, in their opinion, made neceſſary to them, will 
neglect it, merely becauſe it is laid in their way. 

With regard to this act, my Lords, it is to be 3 whether 
it is likely to be executed with more diligence than the former, and 
whether the ſame obſtacles my not equally obe the execution 
of both. 

The great difficulty of the former 8 a method certainly i in 
itſelf reaſonable and efficacious, aroſe from the neceſſity of receiving 
informations from the meaneſt and moſt profligate of the people, 
who were often tempted to lay hold of the opportunities which that 
law put into their, hands, of relieving their wants, or gratifying 
their reſentment z and very frequently intimidated the innocent by 
threats of accuſations, which were not eaſily to be confuted. They 
were therefore equally dangerous to thoſe that obeyed the act, and; 

EO ; | to 


| 
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| this Aſſembly, I believe, it will appear very plauſible, how will this 
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to thoſe that diſregarded it; for they ſometimes 3 dest : 
execution; and raiſed proſecutions againſt thoſe who had cm ted 
no other crime than that of refuſing to bribe them to filence. SE Fact 


An abuſe ſo notorious, my Lords, produced a general deteſtation 
of all informers, or at leaſt concurred with other cauſes to produce 
it; and that deteſtation became ſo prevalent in the minds of the 
populace, that at laſt it became to the higheſt degree dangerous to 


attempt the conviction of thoſe, who, in the moſt open and con- 


temptuous manner, every day violated the laws of their country; and 


in time the retailers truſting to the protectiop· of the people, laid aſide 
all cautions, at leaſt in this great wc and proſecuted their former 


practice with the utmoſt ſecurity. 5 on 


This, my Lords, was the chief d gal and inconvenience hitherto 


_ diſcovered in the law which is now to be repealed. Thus was its 
execution obſtructed, and the proviſions enacted by it made inef- 


fectual. This defect therefore ought to be chiefly regarded in any 
new regulations. But what ſecurities, my Lords, are provided 


- againft the ſame evil in the bill before us? Or why ſhould we ima- 


gine that this law will be executed with leſs oppoſition than the laſt? 
The informers will undoubtedly be of the ſame claſs as before; they 
are ſtill to be incited by a reward; and therefore it may be rea- 
ſonably feared, that they will act upon the ſa me motives, and be per- 
ſecuted with the ſame fury. | 

To obviate this inconvenience appears to me very eaſy, by con- 
verting the duty upon licences to a large duty upon the liquors to 


de paid by the diſtiller; the payment of which will be carefully 
enacted by proper officers, who, though their employment i is not very 


reputable, purſue it at leaſt without any perſonal danger; and who 
inform their ſuperiors of any attempts to defraud the revenue, with- 
out being cenſured as officious or revengeful, and therefore are 
without any terrors to hinder them from their duty. 

It has been aſſerted, indeed, that the price of a licence is now ſo 


| ſmall, that none who are inclined to deal in ſpirits, will negle& to 


ſecure themſelves from puniſhment and vexation by procuring it; 
and that no man will ſubject himſelf to the malice of a profligate, by 


carrying on an illicit trade, which the annual ho eas of ail 
Millings will make legal. 


If this argument be juſt, my Lords, and to the — part of 


law 


wickedneſs. 


onſumption of diſtilled liquors ?—lt is confeſſed that | 

t Will, ider nobody from ſelling them; and it has been found by 
experience, that nothing can reſtrain the people from W 11 50 
but ſuch laws as hinder them from being ſold. 8 5 
- This plea, therefore, by removing an objection to a bn 
clauſe will ſtrengthen the great argument againſt the tenor of the 5 
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bill, that inſtead of leſſening, it will increaſe. the conſumption of 


thoſe liquors which are allowed to be deſtructive to the people, to 

enfeeble the body, and to vitiate the minds, and conſequently to im- 
pair the ſtrength and commerce of the 1 ae to VOTES the 
happineſs and ſecurity of life. | 

That the cheapneſs of licences will 5 nN to hog! 
them, may be expected ; but it cannot be hoped that every one will 
ceaſe to ſell ſpirits without a licence; for they are, as I am informed, 
offered every hour in the ſtreets by thoſe to whom twenty ſhillings 
make a very large ſum, and who therefore will not, or cannot pur- 
chaſe a licence. Theſe ought undoubtedly to be detected and pu- 
niſhed ; but there is no proviſion made for diſcovering them, but 
what has been found already to be ineffectual. 

It appears therefore, my Lords, that this bill will increaſe the num- 
ber of lawful retailers, without diminiſhing that of private dealers; 
ſo that the opportunities of debauchery will be multiplied, in pro- 
portion to the numbers who ſhall take licences. 

There is another fallacy by which the duties upon diſtilled TE 
have been hitherto avoided, and which will till make this bill equally 
uſeleſs as the former, for ths ends which are to be promoted by it. 
It is expected, my Lords, by thoſe who purchaſe ſpirits from the 


diſtillers, that they ſhould: be of a certain degree of ſtrength which 


they call proof: if they are of a lower degree, their price is dimi- 
niſhed ; and if of a higher, it is raiſed proportionally; becauſe if the 


ſpirits exceed the degree of ſtrength required, they may be mixed 


with other liquors of little value, and {till be ſold to the GO at 


the common price. 


It is therefore the praticd. of the diſtillers to give PR biet, 


thrice the degree of ſtrength required, by which contrivance, though 


they pay only the duty of one pint, they ſell their liquors at the 
price of three; becauſe. it may be increaſed to thrice the quantity 
diſtilled, and as retain ſufficient RG to — 825 1 of 


'* 
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This TIE my Lords, fhould be likewiſe obviated; Ro while, 


one gallon, after having paid the preſent low duty which is ald "upon. 


it, may be multiplied to three, the additional price will, in the ſmall 
quantities which are uſually demanded, become imperceptible. 

But to ſhew yet farther the inefficacy of this bill, let us ſuppoſe, 
what will not be found by experience, that a halfpenny is added to 


the price of every pint, it will yet be very practicable to revel in 


drunkenneſs for a penny, ſince a very ſmall quantity of theſe hateful 


liquors is ſufficient to intoxicate thoſe who have not been habituated 


to. the uſe of them ; who though their reformation is undoubtedly 


to be delired, do not ſo much demand the care of the legiſlature, as 


thoſe who are yet untainted with this pernicious practice, and who 
may, perhaps, by the frequency of temptation, and the prevalence 
of example, be induced in time to tafte theſe execrable liquors, and 
periſh in their firſt eſſays of debauchery. For ſuch is the quality of 
theſe ſpirits, that they are ſometimes fatal to thoſe who indiſcreetly 
venture upon them without caution, and whoſe ſtomachs have not 
been prepared for large draughts, by proper gradations of intempe- 


rance; a ſingle ſpoonful has been found ſufficient to 5 two 9925 


dren to the grave. 


It is, therefore, my opinion, that thoſe 1 0 and em- 
ployments make it their duty to ſuperintend the conduct of their 


fellow - ſubjects, ought to contrive ſome other law on this occaſion; 


ought to endeavour to reſcue the commen people from the infatua- 
tion which is become general amongſt them, and to withhold- from 
them. the means of wickedneſs. That inſtead of complying with 
their prejudices, and flattering their appetites, they ſhould exert that 
authority with, which they are intruſted in a ſteady and reſolute op- 
poſition to predominant vices; and without having recourſe to 


gentle arts, and temporizing expedients, ſnatch out of their hands 
at once thoſe inſtruments which are only of uſe for criminal pur- 


poſes, and take from their mouths that draught with which, however 


delicious it may ſeem, they porn at once themſelves and their 


poſterity. 


The only argument which can be offered in 3 of mis bil, 
is the neceſſity of ſupporting the expences of the war, and the dif- 


ficulty of raiſing money by any other method. The neceſſity of the 
war, my Lords, I am not about to call. in queſtion, nor is it very 


_ conliſtent with my character to examine the method in which it has 


been 
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dw 101 bee 
een a on; "ae this I can boldly aſſert, that however juſt, 


oweyer neceſſary, however prudently proſecuted, and however ſue- 
Aan concluded, it can produce no advantages equivalent to the 
national ſobriety and induſtry, and am certain that no public ad- 
vantage ought to be purchaſed at the expence of public virtue. | 

But, my Lords, I hope we are not yet reduced to the unhappy 
choice either of corrupting our people, or ſubmitting to our ene- 
mies; nor do I doubt but that ſupplies may be obtained by methods 
leſs pernicious to . the public, and that funds ſufficient for the pre- 
ſent occaſion may be eſtabliſhed without a. legal elbe of 
drunkenneſs, 

I hope, my Lords, we ſhall not mit "vim endeavours to be 
baffled by the obſlinacy of drunkards ; and that we ſhall not deſiſt 


from endeavouring the recovery of the nation from this hateful vice, 


becauſe our firſt attempt has failed, ſince it failed only by the negli- 
gence or the cowardice of thoſe whoſe duty required them to pro- 
mote the execution of a juſt law. | 

Againſt the bill now before us I have thought it my N to de- 
clare, as it appears to me oppoſite to every principle of virtue, and 
every juſt purpoſe of government; and therefore, though I have en- 
grofled ſo much of your time in ſpeaking on a fubje& with which it 
cannot reaſonably be expected that I ſhould be well acquainted, I 
hope I ſhall eaſily be pardoned by your Lordſhips, fince I have no 
private views either of intereſt or reſentment to promote, and have 
ſpoken only what my conſcience dictates, and my duty requires. | 

Lord TALBOT then roſe up, and ſpoke to the following purport z 
My Lords, I am aſhamed that there ſhould be any neceflity of 
oppoſing in this Aſſembly a bill like that which is now before us; a 
bill crowded with abſurdities, which no firength of CO: can 
exaggerate, nor any force of reaſon make more evident. 

This bill, my Lords, is however the firſt proof that our new mi- 
niſters have given of their capacity for the taſk which they have un- 
dertaken; this is a ſpecimen of their ſagacity, and is deſigned by 
them as an inſtance of the gentle methods by which the expences of - 
the government are hereafter to be levied upon the people. The 
nation ſhall no longer ſee its manufactures ſubjected to impoſts, nar 
the fruits of induſtry taken from the laborious artificer ; but dranken- 
neſs ſhall hereafter ſupply what has hitherto been paid by diligence 
and traffic ; the reſtraints of vice ſhall be taken away, the barriers | 
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of virtue and religion broken, and an univerſal licentiouthelh {ball 
overſpread the land, that the e of the e may be 
executed. 

What are the 3 my Te that are to be ſhed by fuch 

means, it is not my preſent purpoſe to enquire: it is not neceſſary 

to add any aggravations to the preſent charge, or to examine what 
has been the former conduct, or what will be the future actions of 
men who lie open by their preſent propoſal to the moſt atrocious 
accuſations; who are publicly endeavouring the propagation of the 
moſt pernicious of all vices, who are laying poiſon in the way of 
their countrymen, poiſon by which not only the body, but the mind 
is contaminated; who are attempting to eſtabliſh by a law a practice 
productive of all the miſeries to which human nature is incident; a 
practice which will at once diſperſe diſeaſes and MEN, and e 
beggary and rebellion. 

This, my Lords, is the. expedient by which the acuteneſs of our 
miniſtry propoſes to raiſe the ſupplies of the preſent year, and by 
this they hope to convince the nation that they are qualified for the | 
high truſts to which they are advanced ; and that they owe their 
exaltation only to the ſuperiority of their abilities, the extent of their 
knowledge, and the maturity of their experience : by this maſter- 

-firoke of policy they hope to lay for their authority a firm and 
durable foundation, and to poſſeſs themſelves, by this happy con- 
trivance, at once of the confidence of the e and the affec- 
tions of the people. 

But, my Lords, I am ſo little convinced of their abilities, that 

1 amid all the exultation which this new ſcheme produces, I will 
venture to predict the decline of their influence, and to fix the pe- 
riod of their greatneſs; for I am perſuaded, that notwithſtanding the 
readineſs with which they have hitherto ſacrificed the intereſt of their 
country, notwithſtanding the deſperate precipitation with which they 

have blindly engaged in the moſt dangerous meaſures, Fey will not 
be able to continue a year in their preſent ſtations. 

The bill now under our conſideration, my Lords, will 3 
make all thoſe their enemies whom it does not corrupt; for what 
can be expected from it, but univerſal diſorder and boundleſs wicked- 
neſs? Wickedneſs made inſolent by the protection of the law, and 


diſorder promoted by all thoſe whoſe wealth is increaſed. 1 the in- 
creaſe of che revenues of the Government, 


Had 


e J s$y1n1iTUOUS LIQUORS. a. 
"Hall bn urged, my Lords, in defence of this bill, that it was 
neceſſary to raiſe money, and that money could only be raiſed by 
increaſing the conſumption of diſtilled ſpirits, it would have been 
apparent that it was well calculated to promote the purpoſes in- 
tended; but ſurely, to aſſert that it will obſtruct the uſe of theſe 
liquors, is to diſcover a degree either of ignorance, of effrontery, or 


of folly, by which few ſtateſmen have been hitherto diſtinguiſhed. 


If we receive without examination the eſtimates which have been 
laid down, and allow the duty to riſe as high as thoſe by whom it 
is projected have ventured to aſſert, the price of theſe liquors can 
be raiſed but a halfpenny a pint; and there are few, even among the 
loweſt of thoſe who indulge themſelves in this fatal — "EVER ; 
the want of a ſingle halfpenny can often debar from it. 

And though theſe accurate calculators ſhould inſiſt that men may 
ſometimes be compelled to ſobriety by this addition to the expence 
of being drunk, yet how far will this reſtraint be found from being 

equivalent to the new temptation, which will be thrown into the 
way of thouſands, yet uncorrupted, by the multitude of new ſhops. 
that will be opened for the diſtribution of poiſon, and the ſecurity. 
which debauchery will obtain from the countenance of the legiſ- 

lature. | = 
What will be the ao of any encouragement given | to a 
vice already almoſt irreſiſtibly prevalent, I cannot determine; but 
ſurely nothing is too diſmal to be expected from univerſal drunken- 
neſs, from a general depravity of all the moſt uſeful part of man- 
kind, from an epidemical fury of debauchery, and an unbounded 
exemption from reſtraint. | | 

How little any encouragement is wanting to promote the con- 
ſumption of thoſe execrable liquors, how much it concerns every 
man who has been informed of their quality, and who has ſeen their. 
conſequences, to oppoſe the uſe of them with his utmoſt influence, 
appears from the enormous Fury: which the ſills of this nation 


annually produce. 


The number of gallons which appears from the accounts on | the 
table to have been conſumed: laſt year, is ſeven millions; a quan- 


tity ſufficient to deſtroy the health, interrupt the labour, and deprave 
the morals of a very great part of the nation; a quantity which, if 


it be ſuffered to continue undiminiſhed, will, even without any legal 
SPI of its uſe, in a ſhort time deſtroy the bappineſs of 


Eez te 


\ 


* 
- 


42 ” CR S4nhac 4 


the publie; 10 by impairing the ſtrength, and leſſening the number 
of manufaQurers and labourers, introduee poverty and famine. 
| Inſtead therefore of promoting a practice ſo evidently detrimental 


to ſociety, let us oppoſe it with the moſt vigorous efforts; let us 
begin our oppoſition by rejecting this bill, and then conſider, whether 


the execution of the former law ſhall be enforced, or whether ano- 
+ WF more efficacious can be formed. 

Lord CHOLMONDELEY then ſpoke to the llawing effect: My 
ee Though it is undoubtedly the right of every perſon in this 
Aſſemply to utter his ſentiments with freedom, yet ſurely decency 


- ought to reſtrain us from virulent, and juſtice from undeſerved re- 


proaches; we ought not to cenſure any conduct with more ſeverity 
than it deſerves, nor condemn my man for practices of which he is 
innocent. 

This rule, which will not, I Hwa be controverted, has not in 
my opinion been very carefully obſerved in this debate; for ſurely 
nothing i is more unjuſt than to aſſert or inſinuate that the Govern- 
ment has looked idly upon the advances of debauchery, or has luke 
fered drunkenneſs to prevail without oppoſition. 

Of the care with which this licentiouſneis has been ES no 
other proof can be required, than the laws which have in the pre- 
ſent reign been made againſt it. Soon after the ſucceſlion of his 
Majeſty, the uſe of compound ſpirits was prohibited ; but this law 
being « eluded by ſubſtituting liquors ſo drawn, as not to be included 
in the ſtatutes, it was ſoon after repealed; and the people were for a 
time, indeed, ſuffered to drink diſtilled liquors without reſtraint, 
becauſe a proper method of reſtraining them was not n to be 
found. ; 985 | | 
How difficult it was to contrive means by which this vice nicht 
fafely. be prevented, appeared more plainly ſoon afterwards, when 
the outrageous licentiouſneſs of the populace made it neceſſary to 
contriye ſome new law by which the uſe of that liquor might be 
| probbited, to which ſo much inſplence, idleneſs and diſſoluteneſs 


were imputecd. 


The law which it is now „ propoſed to a was then zealouſly 
promoted by thoſe who were then moſt diſtinguiſhed for their vir- 
tue and their prudence. Every man who had any regard for the 
happineſs of the public, was alarmed at the inundation of licentiouſ- 
* that overflawed a city, and began to ſpread itſelf to the re: 


moter 
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moter parts of the kingdom; and it was determined that nodking 
but a total prohibition of diſtilled liquors "could e We Fee, 
and reſtore the virtue of the nation. | 

A law was therefore made, which eahibithd the retail of diſtilled ; 
ſpirits; and it was expected that the people would immediately re- 
turn to the uſe of more innocent and healthful liquors, and that the 
new art of ſudden intoxication would be wholly ſuppreſſed ; but 
with how little knowledge of the diſpoſitions of the nation this hope 
was formed, the event quickly diſcovered; for no ſooner was the 
darling liquor withheld, than a general murmur was raiſed over all 
parts of this great city, and all the lower orders of the people teſti- 
fied their diſcontent in the - moſt open manner. Multitudes were 
immediately tempted by the proſpect of uncommon gain, to retail 
the prohibited liquors ; of theſe many were detected, and many pu- 
niſhed; and the trade of information was ſo lucrative, and ſo cloſely 
followed, that there was no doubt but the law would produce the 
effect expected from it, and that the moſt obſtinate retailers would, 
by repeated proſecutions, be diſcouraged from the practice. | 

But no ſooner did the people find their favourite gratification in 
real danger, than they unanimouſly engaged in its defence; they 
diſcovered that without informers, the new law was without opera- 
tion; and the. informers were therefore perſecuted by them without 
mercy, and without remiſſion, till at laſt no man would venture to 


provoke the reſentment. of the populace for the EG. to which i in- 


formation entitled him. f 

Thus, my Lords, one law has "Re cluded 1 artifice, ink ano- 
ther defeated by violence; the practice of drinking ſpirits, however 
pernicious, ſtil] continued to prevail; the magiſtrates could not puniſh 
a crime of which they were not informed, and they could Wen no 
information of a practice vindicated by the populace. 

It is not indeed to be allowed that the cuſtom of drinking diſtilled | 
liquors, however prevalent, has yet ariſen 'to the height at which 
the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt ſeems to imagine it arrived; for 
though it is undoubtedly true that ſeven millions of gallons are an- 
nually diſtilled, it is not to be imagined that the whole quantity is 
waſted in debauchery ; ; ſome is exhauſted by the neceſſities, and fome 
by the conveniencies of life; a great part is exported to other coun- 


tries, and- the diſtillery promotes ny other purpoſes than thoſe of 


riot and licentiouſneſs. 


3 
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That too much, however, is uſed by the common people, and that 


; Intemperance has for ſome time prevailed in a degree unknown to 


any former age, cannot be denied; and therefore ſome means of 


reclaiming them ought to be tried. What then, my Lords, is to 


be done? The firſt law was eluded, the ſecond is defied; the- firſt 


Was executed, but produced no reſtraint; the ſecond 6 a re- 
ſtraint ſo violent, that it cannot be executed. 


That the preſent law is ineffectual, cannot be e by thoſe 
who aſſert, that the quantity of ſpirits diſtilled, has every year in- 


creaſed; and there ſeems to remain therefore no other choice than 


that of ſuffering this increaſe to proceed, or to endeavour to prevent 


it by new regulations. The preſent law ought to be repealed, be- 


cauſe it is uſeleſs; but ſurely, ſome other ought to ſupply its W 


'which may be more eaſily enforced, and leſs violently oppoſed. - 
Tbe bill now before us, my Lords, will, in my opinion, "FR 


al the, purpoſes of the laſt, without noiſe, and without diſturbance, 


By lefſening the price of licences, it will put a ſtop to clandeſtine 
retail; and by raiſing that of the liquors, it will hinder the common 


| people from drinking them in their uſual exceſs. Thoſe who have 


hitherto loſt their reaſon and limbs twice a day by their drunken- 
neſs, will not be able, under the intended regulations, to commit the 


| ſame crime twice in a week; and as the temptation of cheapneſs 


will be taken away, it may be hoped that the next generation will not 
fall into the ſame vice. 


Since therefore, my Lords, the arguments in 88 of this bill 


are at leaſt plauſible and ſpecious; ſince the deſign. appears to be 


worthy of this Aſſembly, and the method propoſed ſuch as may be 
hoped to produce the effects which the projectors of the bill deſire; 


and ſince the opinions of this Houſe are at leaſt divided, and the 


other has paſſed it almoſt without oppoſition, we ought at leaſt, in my 


| opinion, not to reject it with precipitation, but to refer it to a Com- 


mittee, that it may be fully conſidered; and thoſe objections W 


cannot be anſwered, removed by proper alterations. 


Lord CARTERET ſpoke to the following purport :—My EY 


The bill now under our conſideration appears to me to deſerve a 


; much more cloſer regard than ſeems to have been paid to it in the 


other Houſe, through which it was hurried with the utmoſt preci- 
pitation, and where it was paſſed, almoſt without the formality of a de- 


| bate; nor can ok that careſs with which ſome Lords ſeem 


inclined 
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inclined to preſs it forward here, conſiſtent with the importance of 
the conſequences which may be with great reaſon expected from it. 
It has been urged, that where ſo great a number have formel 


expectations of a national benefit from any bill, ſo much deference, - 


at leaft, is due to their judgment, as that the bill ſhould be conſi- 
dered in a committee. This, my Lords, I admit to be in other caſes 
a juſt and reaſonable demand, and will readily allow that the pro- 
poſal not only of a conſiderable number, but even of any ſingle 
Lord, ought to be fully examined, and regularly debated, according 
to the uſual forms of this Aſſembly. But in the preſent caſe, my 
Lords, and in all caſes like .the preſent, this demand is improper, 
becauſe it is uſeleſs; and it is uſeleſs, becauſe we can do now, all that we 
can do hereafter in a committee. For the bill before us is a money bill, 
which, according to the preſent opinion of the Commons, we have 


no right to amend; and which therefore we have no need of con- 


ſidering in a committee, ſince the event of all our deliberations muſt 
be, that we are either to reject or paſs it in its preſent ſtate. For 1 
ſuppoſe no Lord will think this a proper time to enter into a con- 
troverſy with the Commons for the revival of thoſe privileges to 
which I believe we have a right, and ſuch a controverſy the leaſt 
attempt to amend a money bill will certainly produce. 

To deſire therefore, my Lords, that this bill may be confidered 
in a committee, is only to defire that it may gain one ſtep without 
oppoſition ;- that it may proceed through the forms of the Houſe by 
ſtealth, and that the conſideration of it may be delayed till the exi- 
gencies of the Government ſhall be ſo great, as not to 1 time 
for raiſing the ſupplies by any other method. | 

But this artifice, groſs as it is, the patrons of this wonderful vin 


hope to obſtruct a plain and open detection of its tendency. They 
hope, my Lords, that the bill ſhall operate in the ſame manner with 


the liquor which it is intended to bring inte more general uſe 


and that as thoſe that drink ſpirits are drunk before they are well 


aware that they are drinking, the effects of this law ſhall be per- 
ceived before we know that we have made it. Their intent is to 
give us a dram of policy which is to be ſwallowed before it is taſted, 
and which, when once it is ſwallowed, will turn our heads. | 

But, my Lords, I hope we ſhall be fo cautious as to examine 
the draught which theſe ſtate. empirics have thought - proper to 


offer us; and [ am confident that a very little examination will 


convince 
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"convince us of the pernicious qualities of their new preparation, and 
bew that it can have no other effect than chat of 1 the 
public. 

The law before us, my Ln FRE to be the effect of that prac. 
-tice of which it is intended likewiſe to be the cauſe, and to be 
"dictated by the liquor of which it ſo effectually promotes the uſe; 
for ſurely it never before was conceived by any man intruſted with 
the adminiſtration of public en to raiſe taxes by the deſtruction 


, 1 of the. people. 


Nothing, my Lords, but the deftruQion of all the moſt laborious 
and uſeful part of the nation can be expected, from the licence which 
is now propoſed to be given not only to drunkenneſs, but to drunken. 
neſs of the moſt deteſtable and dangerous kind, to the abuſc not 
only of intoxicating, but of poiſonous liquors. 
| Nothing, my Lords, is more abſurd than to aſſert, chat the uſe of 
ſpirits will be hindered by the bill now before us, or indeed that it 

will not be in a very great degree promoted by it. For what pro- 
duces all kind of wickedneſs, but the proſpect of - impunity on one 
part, or the ſolicitation of opportunity on the other; either of theſe 
have too frequently been ſufficient to overpower the ſenſe of mora- 
lity, and even of religion; and what is not to be feared from them, 
when they ſhall unite their force, and operate together ; when temp- 
tations ſhall be increaſed, and terror taken away? 

It is allowed by thoſe who have hitherto diſputed on either ſide of 
this queſtion, that the people appear obſtinately enamoured of this 
new liquor; it is allowed on both parts, that this liquor corrupts the 
mind, enervates the body, and deſtroys vigour and virtue'at the 
fame time; that it makes thoſe who drink it too idle, and too feeble 
for work; and, while it impoveriſhes them by the preſent expence, 
difables them from retrieving its ill conſequences by e 
induſtry, | 

It might be imagined, my 0 that thoſe who had thus far 

nk would nat eaſily find any occaſion of diſpute ; nor would 
any man, unacquainted with the motives by which ſenatorial. de- 
| bates are too often influenced, ſuſpect that after the pernicious qua- 
lities of this liquor, and the general inclination among the people to 
the immoderate uſe of it, had been generally admitted, it could be after- 
wards enquired, whether it ought to be made more common, whether 
| tis univerſal thirſt for poiſon ought to be N by the legiſla- 


ture, 
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ture, and whether a new ſtatute ought to be made to ſecure TR | 
in the gratification of their appetites. 5 

To pretend, my Lords, that the deſign of this bill 3 is to ad 
or diminiſh the uſe of ſpirits, is to trample upon common ſenſe, and 
to violate the rules of decency as well as of reaſon. For when did 
any man hear, that a commodity was prohibited by licenſing its ſale ? 
or that to offer and refuſe is the ſame action? | 

It is indeed pleaded, that it will be made dearer by the tax which is 
propoſed, and that the increaſe of the price will diminiſh the numbers 
of the purchaſers ; but it is at the ſame time expected, that this tax 
ſhall ſupply the expence of a war on the continent: it is afſerted 
therefore, that the conſumption of ſpirits will be hindered, and yet 
that it will be ſuch as may be expected to furniſh, from a very ſmall 
tax, a revenue ſufficient for the ſupport of armies, for the re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Auſtrian family, and the repreſſion of the ae of 
France. - 

Surely, my Lords theſe « expectations are not very ce nor 
can it be imagined that they are both formed in the ſame head, though 
they may be expreſſed by the ſame mouth. It is however ſome re- 
commendation of a ſtateſman, when of his aſſertions one can be 
found reaſonable or true; and in this praiſe cannot be denied to our 


preſent miniſters; for though it is undoubtedly falſe, that this tax will 


leflen the conſumption of ſpirits, it is certainly true, that it will pro- 
duce a very large revenue, a revenue that will not fail but with the 


people from whoſe debaucheries it ariſes. 


Our miniſters will therefore have the ſame honour with theirs pre- 


deceſſors, of having given riſe to a new fund, not indeed for the | 


payment of our debts, but for much more valuable purpoſes, for the 
exaltation of our hearts under oppreſſion, for the elevation of our 
ſpirits amidft miſcarriages and diſappointments, and for the chearful 
ſupport of thoſe debts; which we have loſt hopes of paying. They 
are reſolved, my Lords, that the nation, which nothing can make 
wiſe, ſhall, while they are at its head, at leaſt be merry; and fince 
public happineſs is the end of government, they ſeem to imagine that 
they ſhall deſerve applauſe by an expedient which will enable every 
man to lay his cares aſleep, to drown ſorrow, and loſe in the delights 
of drunkenneſs both the public miſeries and his own. | 

- Surely, my Lords, men of this unbounded beneyolence, ad this 
exalted genius, deſerve fuck honours as were never paid before; they 

deſerve 
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deſerve to beſtride a butt upon every ſign · poſt in the metropolis, or 
to have their countenances exhibited as tokens where this liquor is 


do be fold by the licence which they have procured, They muſt be 


at leaſt remembered to future ages, as the happy politicians who, after 
all expedients for raiſing taxes had been employed, diſcovered a new 
method of draining the laſt reliques of the public wealth, and added 
a new revenue to the government; nor will thoſe, who ſhall here. 
after enumerate the ſeveral funds now eſtabliſhed among us, forget 
among the benefactors to their mh the illuſtrious authors of the 
drinking fund. | | 
May I be allowed, my Lords, to congratulate my countrymen and 

fllow-ſubjedts upon the happy times which are now approaching, in 
which no man will be diſqualified for the privilege of being drunk, 
when all diſcontent and diſloyalty ſhall be forgotten, and the people, 
though 'now conſidered by the- miniſtry as their enemies, ſhall ac- 
knowledge the lenity of that gorenument, under ien all reſtraints 
are taken away. | K 

But to a bill for ſuch deſirable purpoſes, it 9 5 be proper, my 
Lords," to prefix a preamble, in which the kindneſs of our intentions 
ſhould be more fully explained, that the nation may not miſtake our 

Indulgence for cruelty, nor conſider their benefactors as their perſe- 
cutors. If therefore this bill be conſidered and amended, (for why 
elſe ſhould it be confidered ?) in a committee, I ſhall humbly propoſe, 
that it ſhall be introduced in this manner: « Whereas the deſigns of 
the preſent miniſtry, whatever they are, cannot be executed without 
a great number of mercenaries, which mercenaries cannot be hired 
without money; and whereas the preſent diſpoſition of this nation to 
drunkenneſs inclines us to believe, that they will pay more chearfully 


for the undiſturbed enjoyment of diſtilled liquors, than for any other 
conceflion that can be made by the government, be it enacted, by the 


King' s moſt excellent Majeſty, that no man ſhall hereafter be denied 
the right of being drunk on the following conditions.“ 
This, my Lords, to trifle no longer, is the proper preamble to this 
bill, which contains only the conditions on which the people of this 
kingdom are to be allowed henceforward to riot in debauchery, in 
debauchery licenſed by law, and countenanced by the magiſtrates; 
for there is no doubt but thoſe on whom the inventors of this tax ſhall 
confer authority, will be directed to aſſiſt their maſters in their deſign 
to 0 the Hanes of that Fn from which ſuch large 
| revenues 
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revenues are expected, and to multiply without end thoſe licences 
which are to pay an yearly tribute to the crown. 

By this unbounded licence, my Lords, that price will be Wks 
from the increaſe of which the expeQations of the efficacy of this law 
are pretended ; for the number of retailers will leſſen the value as in 
all other caſes, and leſſen it more than this tax will increaſe it. Be- 
ſides, it is to be conſidered, that at preſent the retailer expects to be 
paid for the danger which he incurs by an unlawful trade, and will 
not truſt his reputation or his purſe to the mercy of his cuſtomer, 
without a profit proportioned to the hazard; but when once the re- 
ſtraint ſhall be taken away, he will ſell for common gain; and it can 
hardly be imagined, that at preſent he ſubjects himſelf to informations 
and penalties for leſs than ſix-pence a gallon. _ 

The ſpecious pretence, on which this bill is founded, and indeed 
the only pretence that deſerves to be termed ſpecious, is the pro- 
priety of taxing vice; but this maxim of government has on this 
occaſion been either miſtaken or perverted, Vice, my Lords, is not 
properly to be taxed, but ſuppreſſed ; ; and heavy taxes are ſometimes 
the only means by which that ſuppreſſion can be attained. Luxury, 
my Lords, or the exceſs of that which is pernicious only by its 
exceſs, may very properly be taxed, that ſuch exceſs, though not 
ſtrictly unlawful, may be made more difficult. But the uſe of theſe 


things which are ſimply hurtful, hurtful in their own nature and in 


every degree, is to be prohibited. None, my Lords, ever heard in 
any nation of a tax upon theft or adultery, becauſe a tax implies a 


licence granted for the uſe of that which is taxed, to all who ay be 


willing to pay it. 3 
Drunkenneſs, my Lords, is 3 and in all circumſtances an 
evil, and therefore ought not to be taxed but puniſhed; and the means 
of it not to be made eaſy by a light. impoſt which none can feel, but 
to be removed out of the reach of the people, and ſecured by the- 
heavieſt taxes levied with the utmoſt rigour. I hope thoſe, to 
whoſe care the religion of the nation is particularly conſigned, will 
unanimouſly join with me in maintaining the neceſſity, not of taxing 
vice, but ſuppreſſing it; and unite for the rejection of a bill, hy 
which the future as well as preſent happineſs of toulnnde muſt be. 
deſtroyed. | | 
Lord LoxsDALE ſpoke as FR foe —My 5 The bill now 
before us has, from its firſt abe in the other Houſe, ſeemed to 
| me 
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me of ſuch importance as to deſerve the greateſt luer, and to 
demand the moſt diligent enquiry ; and I have therefore conſidered i it 
with uncommon care, and purſued all thoſe enquiries from which I 
could expect any aſſiſtance for diſcovering its tendency and its conſe. 
quences, with the niceſt and moſt anxious vigilance, 
That my attention and diligence may not wholly terminate in 405 
gratification of idle and uſeleſs curioſity, it is proper to inform your 
Lordſhips of their reſult; by which I hope to convince you, as I am ſu 
: myſelf convinced, that this bill cannot become a law, without en- a 
dangering the lives of thouſands, without diſperſing diſeaſes over br 
the nation, or without multiplying crimes beyond the poſſibility of 
reſtraint or puniſhment ; that it will fill the land with confuſion for ho 
_ a time, by infatuating the | and afterwards lay it deſolate by 
deſtroying them. Pp 
All my enquiries, my "PTY kave had one . and uniform il © 
| effect. On what fide ſoever I have turned my ſpeculations, I have by 


found new arguments againſt this bill, and have diſcovered new miſ- fa 
chiefs comprized in it ; miſchiefs which, however ſome may endea- D 
vour to overlook them, and others to deſpiſe them, will be found in as 
a ſhort time/ too general to be concealed, and too > formidable 1 to be 85 
neglected. en 


The firſt conſideration, in which the neceſſity of deliberating on 
this bill engaged me, related to the quality of the liquors which are its 


mentioned in it. With regard to this queſtion, my Lords, there at 
was no poſſibility of long ſuſpence for the pernicious effects of ſpirits i 
were confeſſed ' equally by all thoſe who countenanced and oppoſed D 
this new project; nor could any man take a ſurvey of this city with- ” 
out meeting in his way ſuch objects as might make all farther enquiry nf 
ſuperfluous. The idleneſs, the inſolence, the debauchery of the com- 


- mon people, and their natural and certain conſequences, poverty, 
Alſeaſes, miſery and wickedneſs, are to be obſerved without any in- 
- tention of indulging ſuch diſagreeable ſpeculations ; in every part of NY 
this great metropolis, whoever ſhall paſs along the ſtreets, will find 


wretches ſtretched upon the pavement, inſenſible and motionleſs, and ay 
only removed by the! charity of paſſengers from the danger of being wy 
_ cruſhed by carriages, or trampled by horſes, or ſtrangled with filth in ” 
the common ſewers ; and others leſs helpleſs perhaps, but more 5 


dangerous, who have drank too much to fear puniſhment, but not ; 
enough to binder them from provoking it; who think themſelves, I“ 
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in the elevation af e entitled to treat all thoſe with con- 


tempt whom their dreſs diſtinguiſhes from them, and to reſent every- 


injury which in the heat of their imagination they ſuppoſe themſelves. 
to ſuffer, with the utmoſt rage of rome, violence of e 
and ſcurrility of tongue. 

No man can paſs a ſingle hour in public places Vibe meeting 
ſuch objects, or hearing ſuch expreſſions as diſgrace human nature; 
ſuch as cannot be looked upon without horror, or heard without "ul 
tignation, and which there is however no poſſibility of removing « or 
preventing, whilſt this hateful liquor is publicly ſold. 

But the viſible and obvious effects of theſe pernicious. 3 
however offenſive or inconvenient, are yet much leſs to be dreaded 
than their more ſlow and ſecret operations. That exceſs of diſtilled 
ſpirits inflames the poor to inſolence and fury; that it expoſes them 
either to hurt by making them inſenſible of danger, or to puniſhment 
by making them fearleſs of authority, is not to be reckoned the moſt 
fatal conſequence of their uſe ; for theſe effects, though their fre- 
quency makes it neceſſary to ſuppreſs them, with regard to each indi- 
vidual are of no long duration ; the underſtanding is in a ſhort time 
recovered after a ſingle debauch, and the drunkard may return to his 
employment. 

But though the pleaſures of drunkenneſs are quickly at an Ned, 
its pains are of longer continuance. Theſe liquors not only in- 
fatuate the mind, but poiſon the body; nor do they produce only 
momentary fury, but incurable debility and lingering diſeaſes ; they 
not only fill our ſtreets with madmen, and our priſons with crimi- 
nals, but our hoſpitals with cripples. Thoſe who have for a time 
infeſted the public walks with their inſults, quickly diſturb them with 


their lamentations, and are ſoon reduced from-bullies to beggars, and 


obliged to ſolicit alms from thoſe they uſed to threaten and inſult. 

Nor does the uſe of ſpirits, my Lords, only impoveriſh the public, 
by leſſening the number of uſeful and laborious hands, but by cutting 
off thoſe recruits by which its natural and inevitable loſſes are-to be 
ſupplied. The uſe of diſtilled liquors impairs the fecundity of the 
human race, and hinders that increaſe which Providence has ordained | 
for the ſupport of the world. Thoſe women who riot in this poiſonous 
debauchery are quickly diſabled from bearing children, by bringing 
on themſelves in a ſhort time all the infirmities and weakneſſes of 
age; or, what is * more deſtructive to e happineſs, produce 

3 wy children 


| which has been now for * years carried on in this nation, and 
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children diſeaſed from their birth by the vices of * parents, chil- 
dren whole blood is tainted with inveterate and accumulated mala- 
dies, for which no cure can be expected ; ; and who therefore are an 
additional burden to the community, and muſt be ſupported: through 
a miſerable life by that labour which they cannot ſhare, and muſt 
be protected by that ee of which ere cannot contribute to 
the defence. | a 3 
Thus, my Lords, i is the great ſource of power and ahh dried 
up; the numbers of the people are every day diminiſhed, and by con- 
ſequence our armies muſt be weakened, our trade abandoned, and 
our lands uncultivated. To diminiſh the people of any nation is the 
moſt atrocious political crime that it is poſſible to commit; for it 
tends not to enſlave or impoveriſh, but to annihilate ; not to make a 
nation miſerable, but to make it no longer a nation. 
Such, my Lords, are the effects of diſtilled liquors; effects of which 
1 would not have ſhocked you with the enumeration, had it not been 
with a deſign of preventing them; and ſurely no man will be charged 
with ſo trivial an offence as negligence of delicacy, when he is plead- 
Ing, not for the honour or the life of a ſingle man, but for the peace 
of the preſent age, the health of e and the exiſtence of the 
Britiſh people. „ 
Aſter having examined he nature af. theſe liquors, it is natural 
to enquire, how much they are in uſe; whether mankind appear to 
know their quality, and avoid and deteſt them like other poiſons; 
or whether they are conſidered as inoffenſive, and drank like other 
liquors to raiſe the ſpirits, or. to gladden the heart; whether they 
make part of ſocial entertainments, and whether they are handed round 
at public tables, without any ſuſpicion of their fatal conſequences. 
It is well known, my Lords, that theſe liquors have not been 
Jong in uſe among the common people. Spirits were at firſt only 
imported from foreign countries, and were by conſequence too dear 
for the luxuries of the vulgar. In time it was diſcovered, that it 
was practicable to draw from grain, and other products of our own 
| foil, ſuch liquors as, though not equally pleaſing to elegant. palates 


with thoſe of other nations, reſembled them at leaſt in their inebriating 


quality, and might be afforded | at an caſy rate, and e 
generally purchaſed. | 
This diſcovery, my Lords, gave ciſe to the new ola of diſtilling, 
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be related without the utmoſt grief, that there has prevailed for many | 
years à kind of contagious infatuation: among the common people, 


by which they have been incited to poiſon themſelves and their chil- 
dren with viſtilled ſpirits; they have forſaken thoſe liquors which in 
former times enlivened their converſation and exalted their wager 
and inſtead. of ale and beer, rioted of late in diſtilled ſpirits. 


The amazing increaſe of the conſumption of ſpirits. for the lad 5 
years, is a proof too evident of the prevalence of this deſtructiye ſpe- 
cies of drunkenneſs; and I ſhall therefore, without troubling your 


Lordſhips with earlier accounts, only mention in round numbers, the 


vaſt quantities for which the duty has been paid for a few years in 
that period. In the year 1733, the number of gallons diftiled was 


three millions and nine hundred thouſand, which in 1735 was in- 


creaſed to five millions and three hundred thouſand : ſoon afterwards - 


the law was made which we are. now perſuaded to repeal, by the 
execution of which, however feeble and irreſolute, the number was 


reduced in the firſt year afterwards to three millions, and might per- 775 
haps by ſteady perſeverance. have been every year leſſened; but in-a 
ſhort time the people prevailed in the conteſt with the legiſlators, they 


intimidated information, and wearied proſecution; and were at length 
allowed to indulge themſelves in the een of their nn * 
without any farther moleſtation. 

The effects of this indulgence, my a . very remark- 
able; nor can it be denied, that the government betrayed great weak- 


neſs in ſuffering the laws to be over - ruled by drunkenneſs, and the 


meaneſt and moſt profligate of the people to ſet the ſtatutes at de - 


fiance ; for the vice hich had been ſo feebly oppoſed ſpread wider 
and wider, and every year added regularly another million of gallons 
to the quantity of ſpirits diſtilled, till in the laſt year er aroſe 50 | 


ſeven millions and one hundred thouſand gallonss. 
Such, my Lords, is at preſent the ſtate of the nation: 6 


millions of gallons of theſe poiſonous liquors are every yearſwallowed 


by: the inhabitants of this kingdom; and this quantity, enormous as 


it is, vill probably every year increaſe, till the ad of the people 
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| of the n ch ſince the duties were laid npon its produce, 
| an exact account may be eaſily obtained, which I thought ſo necef- 
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ſhall be ſenſibly diminiſhed by the diſeaſes vhich ĩt muſt produce; nor 


ſſmall we find any decay of this pernicious trade, but 7 the general 
mortality that will overſpread the kingdom. 


At leaſt if this vice ſhould be ſuppreſſed, it muſt be cippreſſes by 
ſome ſupernatural interpoſition of Providence; for nothing is more 
abſurd than to imagine, that the bill now before us can produce any 


ſuch effect. For what, my Lords, encourages any man to a crime 


but feeurity f from puniſhment, or what tempts him to the commiſlion 
of it but frequent opportunity ? We are however about to reform the 


Practice of drinking ſpirits, by making ſpirits more eaſy to be pro- 


cured; we are about to hinder them from being ne e 


the vender from all fear of puniſhment. 
t has indeed been aſſerted; that the tax now to be laid upon 
theſe liquors will have ſuch wonderful effects, that thoſe who are at 


preſent drunk. twice a day, will not be henceforward able to commit 


tze ſame crime twice a week ;' an aſſertion which I could not hear 
without wondering at the eee ne, miniſterial e 
_ can ſometimes make. | 


In deliberations on a ae of rock importance, my y Lords, . 
-man-ought.to content himſelf with conjecture, where certainty -may, 


bat whatſoever expence of labour, be attained; nor ought any man 


to neglect a careful and attentive examination of his notions before 
the offers them in public conſultations ; for if they were erroneous, 
And no man can be certain that he is in the right, who has never 


brought his own opinions to the teſt of enquiry, he expoſes himſelf 


to be detected in ignorance or temerity, and to that contempt which 
ſuch detection naturally and juſtly produces; or if bis audience 


ſubmit their reaſon to his authority, and negle& to examine his aſſer- 


tions, in confidence that he has ſufficiently examined them himſel, 
"he may ſuffer what to an honeſt mind muſt be far more painful than 


any perſonal igriominy, he may languifh under the' conſciouſneſs of 


having influenced the public counſels by f falſe declarations, and hav- 
ing by his negligence betrayed his country to calamities nien a cloſer 
© attention might have enabled him to have foreſeen. 
Whether the noble Lord, who alledged the certainty of . 
tion which this bill will produce, ever examined his own opinion, [ 
know not; but think it neceſſary at leaſt to conſider it more particu- 
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Between twice a ly: 2 twice a . the rol Lord will not 
deny the proportion to be as ſeven to one; and therefore to prevent 


drunkenneſs in the degree which he perſuades us to expect, the price 


of the liquor muſt be raiſed in the ſame proportion; but the duty laid 
upon the gallon will not increaſe the price a fifth part, even though i it 2 
ſhould not be eluded by diſtilling liquors of an extraordinary ſtrength ; 5 
one fifth part of the price is therefore, in his Lordſhip's eſtimate, equal | 
to the whole price ſeven times multiplied. Such are the arguments : 

which have been produced in favour of this bill; and ſuch is the dili- 


cence with which the public happineſs is promoted by thoſe who have 


hopes of being enriched by public calamities. 


As the tax will not make a fifth part of the price, and even that 
may be in ſome meaſure evaded, the duty paid for licences ſcarcely | 
deſerves conſideration z for it is not intended to hinder retailers, but 
to make them uſeful in ſome degree to the ee ks paying a an 
yearly tax for the licence of poiſoning. i 

It is therefore apparent, upon the noble Lord's fappoliticn that 
the price of the liquor will be raiſed in conſequence of this tax, 


that no man can be hindered from more than a fifth part of his uſual 
debauchery, which however would be ſome advantage to the public z 3 


but even this ſmall advantage cannot be expected from the bill, be- 
cauſe one de will eher e ho Sade ns OO: be oped from | 
another. 9 1 


The duty upon Bop: dene eb will be neceſſarily 


an” augmentation of the price to the firſt buyer, but probably that 


e will de very little 955 by the conſumer. F 15 wy Lords, | 
te cb el any en ; the price of what is in 1 itſelf cheap, may 
be raiſed by the art or the condition of thoſe that ſell it; what is 
engroſſed by a few hands, is ſold dearer than when the ſame quantity 
is diſperſed in many; and what is fold i in ſecurity, and under the pro- 
tection of the law, is Se e that wareh BA the vender ” 
proſecutions and penalties. d 20 | 

At preſent, my Lords, diſtilled pirits are ſold in oppoſition to 45 | 
laws of the kingdom; and therefore it is reaſonable, as has deen 
before obſerved, to believe that an extraordinary e is expected, i 
becauſe no man wil incur danger without adv: ntage I i at pre- 
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ſent retailed for the greateſt part by indigent FOE who cannot be 
ſuppoſed to buy it in large quantities, and conſequently not at the 
cheapeſt rate; and who muſt of neceſſity gain a e profit, owt 
they are to ſubſiſt upon a very ſmall ſtock, | 

Theſe cauſes concurring, may be eaſily imagined to raiſe the 3 
more than a fifth part aboye the profit which is expected in other 
traffic; but when this bill ſhall become a law, the neceſſity of large 
profit will no longer ſubſiſt ; for there will then be no danger in re- 
tailing ſpirits, and they will be chiefly ſold in houſes by perſons: who 
can afford to purchaſe them in great quantities, who can be truſted 
by the diſtiller, for the uſual time allowed in other trades ; and who 
therefore may ſell them without any exorbitant advantage. 

Beſides, my Lords, it is reaſonable to imagine, that the preſent 
profit to the retailer is very great, fince, like that which ariſes from 
the clandeſtine exportation of wool, it is ſufficient to tempt multi- 
tudes to a breach of the law, a contempt of penalties, and a defiance 
of the magiſtrates ; and it may be therefore imagined, that there is 

room for a conſiderable abatement of the price, which NE: ſubtra& 
much more than is added by this new duty. 

This deduction from the price, my Lords, will probably be hs 


produced by the emulation of retailers, who, when the trade becomes 
ſafe and public, will endeavour to attract buyers by low rates; for 


; what the noble Lord, whoſe ingenious aſſertion I am now oppoſing, 
has declared with reſpect to traders, that for a tax of a penny upon 


any commodity, they oblige the conſumers to advance two-pence, is 


not uniyerſally true; and I believe it is as likely, that the people will 
inſiſt upon having the ſame liquor at the uſual; price, without regard 
to the tax, as that the venders will be able to raiſe their price in an 


unreaſonable proportion. The obſtinacy of the people with regard to 


this liquor, my Lords, has already appeared; and I am inclined to 
believe, that they who have confeſſedly conquered the legiſlature, will 


| not ſuffer themſelves to be overcome in the e ne ae ayarice 


of alehouſe · keepers. "bo; 
| I am therefore confident, my 3 thas N bil 110 . no 
begneficial effects even in this city; and that in the country, where 
3 the ſale af ſpirits was hindered by: the late law, or where at leaſt it 
might have been hindered in a great meaſure, it will propagate wicked- 
neſs and debauchery. i in, a degree never yet known; the toxrent of 


i ee will N upon 0 and a ſudden freedom from 
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ment of privileges which had 


never been thought fo valuable, had they never been taken away. 


Thus, while the crowds of the capital are every day thinned by the 
licenſed diftributers of poiſon, the country, which is to be conſidered 
3s the nurſery in which the human ſpecies is chiefly propagated, will 
be made barren ; and that race of men will be intercepted, which is 
to defend the liberty of the neighbouring nations in the next age, 
which is to extend our commerce to other kingdoms, or repel the 


encroachments of future uſurpation, 


The bill, my Lords, will therefore produce none of the advan- 
tages which thoſe who promote it have had the confidence to promiſe 
the public. But let us now examine, whether they have not been 
more ſagacious in Keurig tho benefits which they expect from i it 
themſelves. 

That one of the intentions of it is to raiſe a ſum to fupply the | 
preſent exigencies of the government is not denied ; that this is the 
only intention is generally believed, and believed upon the ſtrongeſt. = 
reaſons ; for it is the only effect which it can poſſibly produce; and 
to this end it is calculated with all the ſkill of men, long verſed i in the 
laudable art of contriving taxes and of raiſing money. 

1 have already ſhewn to your Lordſhips, that ſeven million ions of 
gallons of ſpirits are annually diſtilled in this kingdom; ; this con- 
ſumption, at the ſmall duty of ſix pence a gallon, now to be impoſed, | 


vill produce an yearly revenue of 175,000]. and the tax upon li- 
cences may be rated at a very large ſum; ſo that there is a fund 


ſuficient, I hope, for the . which a land war is to bring 
upon us. 

But we are not to forget, my Lock; that this i is only the produce 
of the firſt year, and that the tax is likely to afford e every year a larger 
revenue. As the conſumption of thoſe liquors, under its late diſ-. 
couragements, has advanced a million of gallons every year, it may 
be reaſonably imagined, that by the countenance of the legiſlature, and 
the protection of authority, it will increaſe in a double proportion; 
and that in ten years more, twenty millions will be diſtilled ag year | 
for the deſtruction of tlie people. | 

Thus far, my Lords, the ſcheme of the miniſtry a appears proſper- 
ous; but all proſperity, at leaſt all the proſperity of diſhoneſty, muſt 
in time have an end. The practice of drinking cannot be for ever 
continued, becauſe it will hurry the preſent nn to the grave, 
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and prevent the . of another; the revenue bal ceaſe with 
_ the conſumption, and the conſumption muſt = at an end {mo the 

conſumers are deſtroyed, © 

But this, my Lords, cannot ſpeedily = inde nor have our boo 
any dread of miſeries which are only to fall in diſtant times upon 
another generation. It is ſufficient for them, if their expedient can 
ſupply thoſe exigencies which their counſels have brought upon the 
public; - if they pay their court to the crown with ſucceſs, at what- 
ever diſadvantage'to the people, and continue in power till they have 
enlarged their 3 and then without puniſhment retire to enjoy 
them. 

But I hope, my 1 that we ſhall 28 upon very 1 princi- 
ples; that we ſhall examine the moſt diſtant eonſequences of our 
reſolutions, and confider ourſelves, not as the agents of the crown to 
levy taxes, but as the guardians of the people to promote the public 
happineſs ; that we ſhall always remember, that happineſs can be 
produced only by virtue ; and that fince this bill can tend only to the 
increaſe of debauchery, we ſhall, without the formality of a commit- 
ment, unanimouſly reje& it with indignation and abhorrence. | 

Lord CARTERET fpoke to the following effe&:— My Lords, 
The bill now before us has been examined with the utmoſt acuteneſs, 
and oppoſed with all the arts of eloquence and argumentation ; nor 
has any topic been forgotten that could ſpeciouſly be employed againſt 
it. It has been repreſented by ſome as contrary to policy, and by 
others as oppoſite to religion; its conſequences have been diſplayed 
with all the confidence of prediction, and the motives upon which it 
has been formed, declared to be ſuch as, I 8 every man abhors 
who projected or defends it. _ 

It has been aſſerted, that this bill owes its exiſtence. only to the 
neceſſity of raiſing taxes for the ſupport of unneceſſary. troops, to be 
employed in uſeleſs and dangerous expeditions; and that thoſe who 
_ defend it have no regard to the happineſs or virtue of the people, nor 


. any other deſign than to raiſe ſupplies, and gratify the miniſtryj. 


In purſuance of this ſcheme of argument, the conſequences of this 

bill have been very artfully deduced, and very copiouſly explained; 

and it has been aſſerted, that by paſſing it, we ſhall ſhew ourſelves 

the patrons of vice, the defenders of Manes Au the en 
of drunkenneſs, | 


It 
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It has been declared, that in conſequenge of this aws by which? 


e uſe of diſtilled liquors is intended to be reſtrained, the retailers of, 
them will be multiplied, and multiplied without end; till the cortup- 
tion, which is already too extenſive, is become eee; n 


nation is transformed into a herd of drunkards. S ins 


With regard to the uſes to which the money "which hall art from 
this tax is to be applied, though it has been more than once mentioned 
in this debate, I ſhall paſs it over, as without any connection with. 


the queſtion before us. To confound different: topics, may be uſeſul 
to thoſe whoſe deſign. is to impoſe upon the inattention or 'weaknefs> 
of their opponents, as they. may be enabled by it to alter ſometimes 


the ſtate of the controverſy, and to hide their fallacies in perplexity.- 


and confuſion, but always to be avoided by thoſe who. endeavour: to 
diſcover and to eſtabliſh truth, who diſpute not to confound but to 


convince, and who intend 098 to onde "= make ieee, a 
aſſiſt tem. 3 %% g in 

1 ſhall therefore, my 3 0 tb to ſhow, that, TOW ne : 
ſequence, of which lone en nr . 1 n eh en 2 
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bill, that it will probably Gam os eee >a icky is declared; : 


to be calculated, and that it will by no means produce that havock 


in the human ſpecies. which ſeems, to be ſuſpected, or diffuſe; ithat 
corruption through, the people which has been confidently foretold. - | 

Ihe preſent ſtate of this vice, my Lords, has been fully e 

as well by thoſe who oppoſe the bill as by thoſe. who defend it. The. 


uſe of diſtilled liquors is now prohibited by 'a penal law, but the 
execution of this law, as of all others of the ſame kind, neceſſarily 
ſuppoſes a regular information of the breach of it to be laid before 


| the magiſtrate. | The people conſider this law, however juſt or ne 


ceſſary, as an act of the moſt tyrannical eruelty, which ought to be 
oppoſed , with the utmoſt ſteadineſs and vigour, as an inſupportable 


hardſhip from which they ought at any rate to ſet themſelves free. 
They have determined, therefore, not to be governed by this law, 
and have conſequently endeavoured to hinder its execution; and ſo; 
vigourous have been their efforts, that they have at laſt prevailed... 
At firſt they only oppoſed it by their perſeverance and obſtinacy, they 
reſolved to perſiſt in the practice of retailing liquors without regard to 


the penalties which they might incur by it; and therefore as one was 


put to . bis e was immediately ſupplied by angther ; 3 and ſo 
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8 informations and ſo fruitleſs the adapter thatthe 
chief magiſtrate . of the metropolis lamented publickly im the other 
Houſe, the ulipleaſing neceſſity to Which he was ſubjected by that law, 
of fining and imprifoning without end, ee e Went nne 
curing the reformation that was intended. 9 


Thus they pröceeded for ſotie time, 8 ed to hope that 
che migiſtrates would after 4 wilite tonnive-at a practice, which: they 


mond find no degree of ſeverity ſufficient to ſuppteſs; chat they would 
nt under the fatigue: of puniſhing-ts no purpoſe, that they would by 
degrees relax their vigitance, and leave the people in quiet 'pollefiion 
of that felicity-which they appeared to rate at ſs high à price. 


Ar length, my Lotds, iftexd of wearying the magiſtrates, they 


grew weary themſelves, and determined no longer to bear perſecution 
for their enjoyments, but to reſiſt that law which they could not 
evade; and to which they would not ſubmit. They therefore detet- 
mined to mark out all thoſe who by their informations prottioted its 
| execution: a: public enemies, as wretehes who for the fake of a re- 
ward, carried on a trade of perjury and perſecution, and who haraſſed 
their innocent neighbours- only for earrying on a lawful employment 
for ſupplying the wants of the poor, relieving the wearineſs of the 
labourer, adminiſtring ſolace to the dejected, and cordials to the ſick. 
The word was. therefore given that no informer ſhould be ſpared; 
8 when an offender was ſummoned by the civil officers, crowd 
#3 d. at the door of the magiſtrate to reſcue the priſoner, and to 
diſcover and ſeize the witneſs upon whoſe teſtimony he was convicted; 
and unfortunate was the wretch who, with the imputation of this 
crime ypon him, fell into their hands; it is well rememhered by 


every man who at that time was converſant i in this city, with what, 
outeries ' of vengeance an informer was purſued in the public ſtreets, 
and in the open day; with. what exclamations of rege he was 


ſeized, and with what rage of cruelty he was tormented. 
One inſtance of their fury I very particularly remember, as a man 


was paſſing along the ſtreets, the alarm was given that he was an 


| informer. againſt t the retailers of ſpirituous liquors, the populace were 


immediately gathered as in a time of common danger, and united in 
the purſuit as of a beaſt of prey, which i it was criminal not to deftroy; 
the man diſcoyered, either by conſciouſneſs or intelligence, his 
danger, and fled for his life with the utmoſt precipitation; but no 
Loa durſt afford kim 9 the err . upon him on 
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| al hands, nd the popuface rolled on after hiin with a torre 
de reſiſted ; and he was upon the point of being overtaken, and e? 


ſonic others destroyed, when one of the greateſt perforis in the nations 
bearing the tumult, and enquiting the reafon, opened his doors to 
the diſtreſſed fugitive, and ſheltered him from à cruel death. 
Soon afterwards there was à ſtop put to all information; no man 
Jired afterwatds} for the ſake of a feward, expoſe himſelf to the fury 
of the people, and the uſe of theſe deſtructive liquors was no langer 


obſtrücted. How much the practice of this kind of debauchety pfe- 
vailed, after this ſhort reſtraint, and how much the conſumption of 


theſe deſtructive Iiquors has incteaſed, the noble Lord who "poke 
laſt has very accurately informed us, nor can any argument be offered | 
for the preſent bill more Rrong' that 2 whllch re 


have already furnined. * 1 i i 


For, if it appears, my Lords „ Andk it cannot be doubted after fuck 
authentic | teſtimonies, that ſeven millions of gallons" of ſpirits are 
eyery year conſumed in this kingdom, and that of theſe far the 
greateſt quantity is wafted in the moſt flagitious and deſtructive de- 


bauchery ; it is ſurely at length neceſſary to conſider by what means 
this conſumption, which cannot be ſtopped, may be leſſened, and 


this vice obſtructed, which cannot be reformed. | 
By opening a ſufficient number of licenſed ſhops, the W of 
unlicenſed retailers will be neceſſarily leſſened, and by raiſing the 


price of the liquor, the quantity which the poor drink, muſt with 


equal certainty. be diminiſhed ; and as it cannot be imagined that the 
number of thoſe who will pay annually for licences, can be equal to 
that of the petty traders, who now diſpoſe of ſpirits in cellars and in 
the ſtreets ; it is reaſonable to believe that ſince there wo 125 fewer | 


| ſellers, leſs will be ſold. 


of licenſed 5855 will be ſuch as will a the health of the 


people, and the peace of the commonwealth ; and one has fo far i in- 
dulged his i imagination, as to declare that he expects fifteen hundred | 
ſhops to be ſet open for the ſale of N in a ſhort time after the 


publication. of this law. 


If it be anſwered, that no ſpirits can ni be ſold but by thoſe who wy 


a houſe of public entertainment by a licence from the juſtices of the 


peace, the opponents of the bill have a reply ready, that the juſtices 
Wil take all opportunities tg promots the W of the revenue, and 


will -} 


>; 
3 
- 


| authority from a higher power, and whoſe cenſures are more formida- 
hle than judicial penalties. The conduct of the juſtices, my Lords, 


1 2 


, I 's 
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vill always — à licence when it is nded, without regard to 
the miſchiefs that may ariſe from the increaſe of the. retreats of idle- 
neſs and receptacles, of vice; and that therefore to allow juſtices to 


: grant. licences for, the retail of any commodity upon, Wy * is 


laid, is to permit the ſale of it without limits. 
But, my Lords, this argument will vaniſh, when, i it is, 1 


0 wat thoſe, juſtices to whom the law. commits the ſuperintendeney of 


public houſes, are ſuperintended themſelves by men who. derive their 


as of every other perſon, lies open to the g obſervation of the reverend 
_ by whoſe counſels it is to be regulated, and by. whoſe ad- 


monitions it ought to be, reformed ;, admonitions which. cannot be 


eue with which long habits are ſurmounted, I myſelf ſuffer ſome 


ſuppoſed to be without force from men to whom the great province 


of x preaching, virtue and truth is committed, and whoſe pro feſſion is 
0 much reverenced, that reputation. and infamy are generally in 
their power. 

Should the eee my Lords, — * their ee either for the 
increaſe of the revenue, or any other purpoſe, what could they expect 


but to be marked out on the next day of public worſbip for reproach 


and deriſion? What could they hope but that their crimes ſhould be 
diſplayed i in the moſt odious vie w to their neighbours, their children 
and their dependants ; and that all thoſe from whom nature or intereſt 
teaches them to deſire friendſhip, reverence, or eſteem, will be 
taught to conſider them as the ſlaves of power and the agents of 
villainy, I the propagators. of debauchery, and the enemies of 
mankind? 

| There is, therefore, n my FE a og to hope that the bill n may 


Re be uſeful, becauſe it will be hindered from being detrimental; and as 
there is an abſolute neceflity of doing ſomething, and no better 


method can at preſent be propoſed, I think this ought not to be 


N rejected. We have found by experience that the public is not to be 
| reformed at once, and that the progreſs from corruption to reforma- 


tion muſt be gradual ; and as this bill enforces ſome degrees of 
amendment, it is at leaſt more eligible than the preſent law, which 
is wholly without Boa, becauſe no man will dare to put it in 


; execution. : 


"Every man muſt be convinced by his own experience of the ai. 


indulgence 


ES — — Py Ha & 


appellation of a tax upon drunkenneſs. 
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indulgence which yet I cannot prevail upon myſelf to-forbear:z; "this 
indulgence is the uſe of too much ſnuff, to which it is well known 
that many perſons of rank are not leſs addicted; and therefore I do ; 
not wonder that the law is ineffectual, which is to encounter with 
the habits and appetites of the whole maſs of the common. people. 
For this reaſon, my Lords, I cannot approve what has. been 
recommended i in this debate, any new law that may put the enjoy» 
ment of this liquor yet farther from them, by. facilitating proſecutions, - 
or enforcing penalties, as I am convinced that the natural force of 
the people i is ſuperior to the law, and that their natural force will be 
exerted for the defence of their darling ſpirits, and the whole nation 
be ſhaken with univerſal ſeditiooß s. 
It has been objected by the noble Lord, chat ce tax now propoſed 1 
is ſuch as never was raiſed in any governments becauſe,” though 
luxury may confeſſedly be taxed, vice ought to be, conſtantly. I 


. preſſed; and this, in his Lordſhip” s opinion, is a tax upon-yice-.. 


His Lordſhip's diſtinction between luxury and vice, betweeg, the 
uſe of things unlawful, and the exceſs of things lawful, is undoubt- 
edly juſt, but by no means applicable on this occaſion 3; nor. indeed | 
has the noble Lord with all his art been able to apply it; for be was. 
obliged to change the terms in his argument; and, inſtead of calling 
this tax, a tax upon ſtrong liquors, to igmatiſe ic with tha odious 

To call any thing what it really is not, and then to cenſure i it, is 
very eaſy ; too eaſy, my Lords, to be done with ſucceſs. To con- 
fute the argument it is only neceſſary to obſerve, that this tax is not 
a tax upon drunkenneſs, but a tax laid upon ſtrong liquors for the 
prevention of drunkenneſs; and by conſequence, ſuch as falls vithin 7 
the compaſs of his own definition. | 

That it is not a tax upon luxury cannot "5 — — 4 the i in- | 


digence of thoſe whom it is intended to reform ; for luxury is, my 


Lords, ad modum Pelſidentis, of different kinds, in proportion to dif- 
ferent conditions of life, and one man may very decently enjoy thoſe 
delicacies or pleaſures to which it would be fooliſh and criminal in 
another to aſpire. Whoever ſpends upon ſuperfluities what he-muſt 
want for the neceſſities of life, is luxurious; and exceſs therefore of 
diſtilled ſpirits may be ane with the utmoſt proprigty the luxury 2 
the poor. | 
5 This, | 
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This, my Lords, appeared to be de hien of the noble Lord 
| who ſpoke ſo copiouſſy on this queſtion at the beginning of the de- 
bate ; of this opinion was the Rev. Prelate when he obſerved, that 
neceſſity itſelf was become luxurious, and of this opinion tauſt every man 
be who adviſes fuch à duty to be laid upon theſe" liquors as may at 


ones debar the povyfrom the uſe of them; for ſch a "propoſal evi. 


denitly ſuppoſes them unn ceſſary, bee _— PT of OP not 


q. rieceffary 1 isa degree of luxury. 


Io tax this luxury, which is perky the hoſt patneiohs of all 

others; is now propoſed; but it is propoſed to tax ĩt only to ſuppreſs 
it, to ſuppreſs it by ſuch Now degrees as may be borne by the people ; 
and J hope a law ſo ſalutary will not be ME only Wie it "may 
Afförd the government 4 prefent ſupply: | $ STOR 

Tue Duke of NE w CAST TE then roſe up arid ſpoke to Gelben 
effect: —My Lords, 1 an of opinion that this debate would have 
been much ſhorter, had not the noble Lords who have ſpoken in it 
fiffered themſelves to be led away either by their own zeal, or the 
2eal'6f their opponents from the true ſtate of the queſtion, to which 
I Walt take the liberty of tecalling their attention, that this important 
d "hr may bave at length an end. 

Tue point, the only point that is, in my opinion, now to be "SY 
dered, is this: The people of this nation have for ſome time practiſed 

2 3 pernicious and hateful kind of debauchery ; ; againſt which ſeve- 


To v3 


them; [while the Date + Was frakeng i the Biſhop of Oxford ſaid, 2 
out intention to be overheard, “ Ves, that is the true ſtate of the caſe, a 


upon which the Duke flopped, and aſted whether his Lordſhip had any 


_ objection to make, who anſwered that he had no defign of interrupting 
im; and he therefore proceeded.) A new law therefore is propoſed leſs 
ſevere indeed than the former, but which it is hoped will be for that 

' reaſon more efficacious ; this law having paſſed through the other 


3 Houſe, is now in the common courſe of our e to be con- 


| ſidered by us in a Committee. 
We are now, my Lords, therefore to reſolve, . a bill for 


the reformation of this flagrant vice deſerves any farther deliberation, | 


whether we ſhall join' with the other Houſe i in their endeavours to 
reſtore the ancient ſobriety and virtue of the Britiſh people, or, by an 
5 dilapprobation of their attempt, e them from proſe- 
| cuting 
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cuting  their- deſign, and debar them from uſing, the portunitie 


— 


8 


that ſucceeding. years may afford, and the new lights eee 
rience may ſupply for improving this n n imporhons, 0 5 
ſalutary and unexceptionable law. : 


The prelates whoſe laudable zeal, for 1 we promation as: vine 5 


has prompted them to diſtinguiſh themſelves. on this occaſion by an 
uncommon warmth: of oppoſition, ought, as they appear fully ſen- 
ſible of the calamities which intemperance brings upon mankind, to 
conſider likewiſe the conſequences of refuſing to examine in a Com- 
mittee a Bill profeſſedly drawn up to reſtrain intemperance. They 
-ought to remember, that by rejecting this Bill without a particular 
examination of the ſeveral clauſes which it contains, and without 
thoſe particular objections which ſuch examinations neceſſarily. pro- 
duce, we ſhall diſcqyer a contempt of the wiſdom or virtue of the 

other Houſe, which may incline them in their turn to obſtruct the 


meaſures of the government, or at leaſt to neglect that evil, however 


great, for the redreſs of which they have no maso een our 
concurrence. 

Thoſe. whoſe 1 province it is to inſpect; the lives gf the | 
people, to. recal them from vice, and ftrengthen them in virtue, 
ſhould certainly reſſect on chis occaſion, that the ſafeſt method ought 
to be choſen; and therefore that this bill ought to he promoted; 
becauſe,, not to affirm too much, it is poſſible that it may produce 
ſome degree of reformation; and the worſt that can be feared is, 
that, like the preſent law, it will be ineffectual; for the corruption * 
and licence 5 the "_ are. Ts ſuch, that OT 3 
increaſe them. : 57119-4608 

The Biſhop of Yoko thaw ſpoke to the following cute My | 


Lords, I am ſo far from being convinced by the arguments of the noble 
Duke, that the bill now before us ought to be committed without 


farther oppoſition, that, in my opinion, nothing can be mote un- 
worthy of the honour of this Houſe, or more unſuitable to the cha- 
rater which thoſe who fit on this bench ought to deſire, than to 
n r vote, which: _ have the m. den nere, of 


Iba dcn baun SR the pans: manners, l re- 
ſtraint of a predominant and deſtructive vice, for the promotion ß 
virtue, and the enforcement of religion, ought at leaſt to be calmly 
and mau \onſdered, that ths lawlable endeavours. af e 


Commons 


3 


+: 
5 
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Common: ought not to be diſcouraged” by a preeipitate and con- 
temptuous rejection of the meaſures which they have formed for the 


A attainment of a purpoſe ſo important, is indeed a ſpecious and plau- 


ſible method of perſuaſion; but, my Lords, it can affect only thoſe 
who come to deliberate upon this bill without having read it. 


A very flight and curſory peruſal of the bill, my Lords, will diſ- 


ſipate all the miſts which eloquence can raiſe ;* it will ſhew that the 
law now propoſed can neither be uſeful nor inefloAtal, but that it 


1 : muſt -operate very powerfully, es in a manner 7 no means 


| — to its title. 0 35 
To prevent the exceſſive uſe of any thing, by owini it to be 
| fold without reſtraint, is an expedient which the wiſdom of, no for- 
mer age ever diſcovered; it is indeed a fallacy too groſs to be ad- 
mitted, even by the moſt inconſiderate negligeno, or the moſt con- 
temptuous ſtupidity; nor am I at all inclined to believe that the 
Commons will impute the rejection of this bill to our diſregard of 
virtue, or think that we have defeated any endeavours for wo ſup- 
WY of wickedneſs. | , 
It has been affirmed, that though by che bill the Side is petmitied 
| it is permitted only, becauſe it cannot be hindered; and that the price 
zs raiſed ſo high, that, though the lawful venders may be multiplied, 
the number of the purchaſers muſt be diminiſhed. © But even this 
argument, like all others that have yet been advanted, is confuted 
by the bill itſelf, from which the tax now propoſed appears to be 
fuch as, when ſubdivided by the ſmall meaſures in which retailers 
ſell theſe liquors, will ſcarcely be perceived, and which, though it 
may enrich the Government, will not impoveriſh the people, TR 
by deſtroying their health, and enervating their limbs. 
The tax, my Lords, even ſuppoſing it paid without any method 
of evaſion, is ſo low, that in a quarter of a pint, the quantity which 


the lower people uſually demand at once, it does not amount to any | 
denomination of money; and ſo ſmall an addition will be eaſily 
| overbalanced by the fale of a larger quantity than formerly; for it 


cannot be doubted but the practice which prevailed in oppoſition to 
the law, will grow yet more predominant by its encouragement; 
and that therefore the advantage of a large and quick ſale will leflen 


I the price more than ſo flight a tax can podlibly increaſe it, / 


The noble Duke has endeavoured to reduce us to difficulties, by 
urging t that TT the corruption of the people cannot be greater, we 
| 92 9 


ban. — py 
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ought willingly to agree to any law, of which the title declares that 
it is intended to produce a reformation, becauſe. the worſt n ain 
be feared is, that it may be without effect. | 

But, my Lords, ſuch is the enormous abſurdity of this bill, that 
no plea can be offered for it with the leaſt appearance of reaſon z 
and the greateſt abilities, when they are exerted in its defence, are 
able only to ſhew by fruitleſs efforts that it cannot be vindicated. 
If the fate of the nation be really ſuch as has been ſupopſed, if the 
moſt deteſtable and odious vice has overſpread the kingdom to its 
utmoſt limits, if the people are univerſally abandoned to drunken- 
neſs, loth and villainy, what can be more abſurd than to trifle with 
doubtful experiments, and to make laws which muſt be Me of 
ineffcacy? In the diſeaſes of the ſtate, as in thoſe” of the body, the 
force of the remedy ought to be proportioned to the ſtrength and 


danger of the diſeaſe ; and ſurely no political malady can be more 


formidable than the deerlende of wickedneſs, nor can any time 
require more en wee an Arier i in the nee 
power. | 

That the law, 8 may is e N is, in bh . 
ſtate of corruption, if it has been truly repreſented, a ſufficient rea- 
ſon for rejecting it, without allowing it to be committed; becauſe 
there is now no time for indulgence, or for delays: a nation uni- 
verſally corrupt, muſt be ſpeedily reformed, or ſpeedily ruined, Thoſe 
babits which have been confeſſed to be already too powerful for the 
laws now in being, may in a ſhort time be abſolutely irrefiſtible;; 
and that licentiouſneſs which intimidates the e of Ss War ö 
in another year inſult the legiſlature. + £30 

But, my Lords, I am yet willing to bot n li abba Duke's 
account of the wickedneſs 'of - the people, was tather a rhetorical 
exaggeration uttered in the ardout of diſpute, than à ſtrict aſſertion 
of facts; and am of opinion that, though vice has indeed of late 
ſpread its contagion with great rapidity, there afe yet great numbers 
uninfected, and cannot believe that our condition is ſuch, as that 
nothing can make it more miſerubl aaa 75. 4s AS1 font ur we 

In many parts of the country, my Nan theſe WR here not 
yet been much uſed, nor is it likely that thoſe who have never ſold 


them, when the law allowed them, will begin an unneceſſary trade, 


when it will expoſe them to penalties. But a new law in favour of 
ſpirits will produce a general inclination, and à kind of emulation 


6 N . | will 


448 » ON... we 7 
will Ss one to take a licence 4 ee new 
liquor; and ſo every part of the kingdom will be equally debauched, 
and no place will be without a vender of ſtatutable poiſon. The 
luxury of the vulgar, for luxury, i in i opinion, it may very pro- 
perly be called, will {till increaſe, and vices and. diſeaſes will increaſe 
LEE act oro is ent | 

There is at 7 one part jr es aa 3 4 part 
en deſerves the utmoſt care of the legiſlature, and which muft 


de endangered by a law like this before us, The children, my 


Lords, to whom the affairs of the preſent generation muſt be trans- 
ferred, and by whom the nation muſt, be continued, are ſurely no 
ignoble part of the public. They are yet innocent, and it js our 
province to take care that they may in time be virtuous; we ought 
therefore to remove from before them thoſe examples that may in- 
ſect, and | thoſe, temptations that may corrupt them. We ught to 
reform their parents, left they ſhould imitate them; and to deſtroy 
thoſe provocatives to vice, by which the preſent generation has been 
intoxicated, leſt they ſhould with equal force operate upon the next. 
I bere is, therefore, no occaſion, my Lords, for any further deli- 
bexration upon this bill; which, if the nation be yet in any part un- 
tainted, will infect it; and if it be univerſally corrupted, will have 


no tendency to amend it; and which we ought for theſe reaſons to 


reject, that our abhorrence of vice may be publicly known, and that 

no part of the eee wickedneſs mo arid me 
impure 10 „ 

Lord DRLAWaAR then ak to .the fallowing effect ondp 3 
| As I am entirely of opinion that a more accurate examination of 

his bill will evince its uſefulneſs and propriety to many of the Lords 
who are now, moſt ardent in oppoſing i it, L cannot but think it ne- 

ceſſary to conſider it in a Committee. 3 

It is to be remembered, my Lords, that this bil is 1 far 

ee purpoſes of very great importance to the public; it is deſigned 

that the liberties of mankind ſhall be ſecured by the ſame provifions 


by which the vices of our own people are to be reclaimed, and ſup- 
-plics for carrying on the war ſhall be a by a op js of the 
manners of the people 
Dhis, my Lords, is ſurely A 5 . generous defign 3 . is 
complication af public benefits, worthy the moſt exalted virtue, and 
ae moſt ne. ee a bill in nn, ſo diſtant 
0 | * 
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are to be reconciled, ſhould appear not to be abſolutely perfect, it 
muſt yet be allowed to deſerve regard; nor ought we to 'reje& | 
without very cautious deliberation any probable method of reforming 
the nation, or any eaſy way of raiſing ſupplies. 

The encroachment of uſurpation without, and the Lrovadiich of 
vice within, is a conjunction of circumſtances very dangerous; and 
to remove both by the ſame means, is an undertaking that ſurely can- 
not deferve either cenſure or contempt ; if it ſucceeds, it may de- 
mand the loudeſt acclamations ; and if it fails, muſt be at leaft 
approved. 

The uſe, my Lands; of 3 liquors, Ga in the exceſs | 
now ſo frequently to be obſerved, undoubtedly detrimental to multi- 
tudes, is not, in a proper degree, either criminal or unwholeſome 3 
and therefore ought not to be prohibited by a tax ſo heavy as has been 
propoſed by a noble Lord, who, if he purſues his reaſoning, muſt 
propoſe to tax in the ſame Proportion every ny liquor that can 
adminiſter to vice. 

It is, however, certain, that too uch i is waſted i in riot and de” | 
bauchery ; and that therefore ſome addition to the price of this li- 
quor ought to be made, that, n the uſe of it ry be contiriied, 
the exceſs may be reſtrained. 

What will be the effects of this Bill, and whether either of theſe 
benefits are to be expected from it, can be known only by an impar- 


tial examination; and therefore it ought to be diſcuſſed with that 


accuracy which is peculiar to a Committee. 
Lord LonsDALE here got up again, and ſpoke to this purpoſe :— 
My Lords, That a Bill which ſhall reſtrain the exceſs of drinking 


diſtilled liquors without hindering their moderate uſe, will deſerve 
the applauſe of every lover of his country, I cannot deny ; but that 


any ſuch Bill can be contrived, may very juſtly be doubted ; for in 


- proportion to their price they will always be uſed, and nothing can 


hinder exceſs but a high tax, ſuch as I have already propoled. 

The Bill now before us, my Lords, will indeed by no means ob- 
ſtruct the moderate uſe, becauſe it will give an unbounded licence to 
the moſt luxurious exceſs ; if therefore . nothing more be intended' 
in the Committee, than to conſider how far this Bill will promote 
the reformation of the people, it it! is ſurely not © abetey ag engage! in 
ay farther enquiries. EI : 
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It has appeared already, to thoſe: who do not bſiinarly mut ü thee 


eyes, that there is in it no proviſion for the prevention of that abuſe 


of ſpirits which univerfally prevails. It has appeared, that the 
cheapneſs of licences will not hinder the preſent retailers from car- 
Tying on an illegal trade; that information will not now be more ſafe 


or more frequent than before, and that the duty, if not in part 


the Bill have likewiſe experience on their ſide. 
But, my Lords, though ſevere reftraints ſuddenly oppoſed © 9 


evaded, may yet be e abated from the preſent profits of 


| the fale. 


It has appeared, my Lond” that no effect can be Ru by 
this Bill but the promotion of debauchery, the increaſe of drunken- 
neſs, the ſubverſion of order, and the decay of induſtry; ; the miſeries 
of diſeaſe, and the rage of want. 

But that this Bill will not produce, at leaſt for ſome time, a large 


addition to the public revenues, has not yet been proved; and while 


it is allowed that it will raiſe money, I do not wonder to hear it 
ſteadily defended, becauſe nothing more is expected from it. But as 
I have not yet converſed enough with ſtateſmen to perſuade myſelf 
that the government ought to be ſupported by means contrary to the 
end which government is inſtituted, I am ſtill convinced that 


this Bill ought to be rejected with contempt, becauſe it will leſſen 
the wealth of the nation without any equivalent. Nie, and will 


at once impoveriſn the people, and corrupt them. c 
Lord iLav then ſpoke to this effect My Lords, I cannot but 
be of opinion that this debate has been carried on with a vehemence 


| by n no means n and that the queſtion has been perplexed by 


E 


perhaps « on i both Ken, and that — opinions which bave been tormed 
with relation to it, are not really ſo oppoſite as they appear. 
Thoſe who oppoſe the Bill, think the duty upon ſpirits not ſo 
high as to hinder that debauchery which ſo much prevails among 
us; and thoſe that vindicate it, declare that more violent reſtraints 
will not be borne. Both parties have reaſon, and the vindicators of 


c 
22 


habits and inclinations, of the people, operating in their full force, 
and a diminution of thoſe graiifications, will be borne which cannot 
wholly be taken away, may be broken through by reſtleſs ſtruggles, 


and obſtinate reſitance, yet the ſame laws, introduced by proper 


degrees, 


R 1 


4. 1742-3.) SPIRIT UOUS LIQUORS, | 451 


degrees, will be patiently obeyed; this therefore may be very pro- 

perly conſidered as the firſt tax neceſſary to be laid, which though it 
may produce no great effects in itſelf, may at leaſt make way for a 
ſecond that ſhall be more ſenſibly felt, till at length theſe fatal ſpirits 
ſhall be raiſed to a price at which few will be able, and none willing, 
to purchaſe one pleaſure of drunkenneſs. 

But it is not impoſſible that even this tax, with the other oroviſ ons 
in the bill, may produce the reformation which is unanimouſly de- 
fired; and as violence ſhould never be uſed till gentle methods have 
been tried, this bill ought, in my opinion, to be paſſed, and therefore 
to be referred to a Committee without further debate; for it will be 
thought both by our allies and our enemies, that a great part of this 
Aſſembly i is very indifferent about the ſucceſs of the war, if we delay 
the ſupplies, by diſputing in what manner they ſhall be raiſed, 

[The queſtion being then put, whether the bill ſhall be commit- 
ted, it was carried in the affirmative. And the Lords Delawar and 
Hervey being appointed tellers, the numbers were 


Contents —— 59 Not Contents — 38 
Proxies” 8 — 16 
| a ] — 28 0 . . - ? 1 — 

82 8 34 


It was remarked on this occaſion, that there being ten prelates in 
the Houſe, they all divided againſt the queſtion; upon which the 
Earl of Cheſterfield ſeeing them come towards him, ſaid, he doubted 
if he had not miſtaken the ſide, not having had the honour of their 
N for af yes 


Two 55 after, the 4 bill was confidered by the Houſe of 
Lords in a committee to which all of them were ſummoned, and 
occalioned another "OP A me curious cam 2 


U 
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The title - the bill on Spirituous Liquors 3 read, was poſtponed: 
then the preamble was read, importing, that whereas great di I fficul- 
ties and inconveniencies had attended the putting the Act ꝙ Geo. II. 
& in execution, and the ſame had not been found effeftual to anſwer 
ce the purpoſes intended, the Commons being deſirous to raiſe the 
neceſſary ſupplies in the eaſieſt manner, do grant the rates on Spirituous 
Liguors, hereafter mentioned, and repeal the preſent rates. 


Lord Hervey ſpoke to the effect following: My Lords, Not- 
withſtanding the ſpecious arguments which were uſed to influence the 
Houſe to permit this bill to eſcape the cenſure it deſerved, and be 
admitted to a farther examination in a committee, I am ſtill confident 
that nothing can juſtly be offered in its defence; and am not afraid to 
declare my opinion, that it is not approved even by thoſe who vindi- 
cate it; of whom I cannot but believe, from long experience of their 
judgment and their knowledge, that they conſider it only as an za 
manner of raiſing money, as an expedient” rather neceſſary than eli- 
gible, and ſuch as only the exigencies of the government could have 
prevailed upon them to propoſe ; for nothing is more evident, than 
that it cannot anſwer the purpoſes of the former bill. 

This, however harſh it may appear, and however inconſiſtent with 
that delicacy, with which the debates of this auguſt Aſſembly have 
generally been carried on, muſt ſurely be pardoned on this occaſion, 
if for no other reaſon, at leaſt for this, that it is not eaſy to forbear it, 
it is impoſſible wholly to ſuppreſs it in the mind; and to forbear to 
ſpeak what cannot but be Cs is no part of the my of a public 
counſellor. | 
The conduct of thoſe whoſe Ration ſubjets then to the bannen 
of the miniſtry, or who may be reaſonably imagined to expect favours 
from them, has, throughout all our deliberations on this bill, been 
ſuch as evidently diſcovers their only care to be the impaſition of a 
new tax, and the eſtabliſhment of a new fund. They do not ſeem to 
urge ſeriouſly any other argument than the neceſſity of raiſing money, 

or to oppoſe the objections that have been offered, for any other reaſon 
tan becauſe they have a tendency to obſtru the ſupplies, 


No 


* f 
* 
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No other argument can indeed be urged in vindication of a bill 
which every principle of policy or juſtice muſt incite us to condemn ; 
a bill by which the ſenſe of morality and religion will be extinguiſhed, 
and the reſtraints of law made ineffeRual ; by which the labourer 
and manufacturer will be at once debilitated and corrupted, and 


by which the roads will be filled with thieves, and the ſtreets with 


beggars. 

> appears, my Tags fide the papers on the table; that ſeven 
millions of gallons are every year diſtilled ; and experience ſhews us, 
that the quality of the liquor is ſuch, that a quarter of a pint is ſuffi- 
cient to intoxicate the brain. Upon this computation, my Lords, 
it is reaſonable to believe, that a twentieth part of the labouring hands 
of this nation are detained from their proper occupations by this kind 


of drunkenneſs z and conſequently that a twentieth part of the trade 


is every year loſt, or perhaps a twentieth part of our people every 
year hurried to the 1 or diſabled from en ee to the public 
good. | 
Theſe, my Lords, are no Joubtful facts or conjectural calculations, 
they are confirmed by the moſt inconteſtible evidence, and eſtabliſned 


by all the demonſtration of arithmetic; and therefore your Lordſhips 


are in no danger of error from either ignorance or uncertainty, but 


muſt determine, if you approve this bill, in oppoſition to all the 


powers of conviction, and muſt ſet aſide wann and reaſon at the 
ſame time. 
Theſe facts, my Lords, are ſo plain, thit the „ . 


for the bill have tacitly acknowledged them, by propoſing that, if it 


be found ineffectual, it ſhall be amended in the next ſeſſion. What 
effect this propoſal may have upon others, I know not; but for my 
part, I ſhall never think it allowable to ſport with the praſperity of 
the public, or'to try experiments by which, if. uy fail, the lives of 
thouſands muſt be deſtroyed. | 

Such a ſcheme, my Lords, very ill becomes thaks to a their 
anceſtors have tranſmitted the illuſtrious character of- guardians of- 
the people ; for ſurely ſuch cruelty was never practiſed by the utmoſt. 


wantonneſs of tyranny, or the moſt ſavage rage of invaſion. No 


man ever before conceived the deſign of ſcattering. poiſon for a certain 
period of time among the people, only to try what havoc it would 
make. 
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What will be the effects of unreſtrained and licenſed, debauchery 
may be known, without the guilt of ſo dreadful an experiment, only 
by obſerving the preſent conduct of the people, even while they are 
hindered from the full enjoyment of their pleaſures, by the terrors of 
Aa penal law. Whoever ſhall be ſo far touched with the intereſt of 
the public, as to extend his enquiries to the lowelt claſſes of the peo- 
ple, will find ſome diſeaſed, and others vitiated ; he will find ſome 


1 impriſoned by their creditors, and others Rarving their children; and 


if he traces all theſe calamities and crimes to their original cauſe, 
will find them all to proceed from the love of diſtilled liquors.  _ 

1 know, my Lords, that in anſwer to all theſe expoſtulations, and a 
' thouſand more, it will be urged by the miniſters and their friends, 
that there is no other method to be found of raiſing the ſupplies, and 
that the demands of the government muſt be ſatisfied at whatever 
rate, and by whatever means. 


Though I am very far from approving this affection, i do _ 


wonder at its prevalence among thoſe who are enriched by every tax, 
and whoſe only claim to the preferments which they enjoy ariſes from 
their readineſs to concur in every ſcheme for increaſing the burdens 
of the public; and therefore ſhall never expect their approbation of 
any propoſal, by which a new tax may be retarded. Yet I cannot 

but declare that, in my opinion, we ought to ſuſpend our proceed- 


ings, that the Commons may diſcover what danger their negligence, 


precipitation, or blind compliance, has brought upon the nation; 
and that the people may, by ſo ſignal a proof of our diſapprobation, 
be alarmed againft any attempt of the ſame kind under any future 
adminiſtration. 


This, my Lords, will be conſidered, not 1 "S 8 but by. 


all the wiſe and honeſt men of the preſent time, as a proof of our 
regard for virtue, and our attention to the public welfare. This 


conduct will be ſecretly approved, even by thoſe who may think 


themſelves obliged to oppoſe it in public; and, as it will be moderate 


and decent, may probably preſerve es nation without irritating the 
other Houſe. 


I T therefore move, my Lords, chat inſtead of proceeding i in the ſu- 


perfluous forms of a Committee, we ſhould reſume the Houſe, and 


1 endeavour to obtain farther information: 
After a ſhort ſilence, Lord CHOLMONDELEY poke to this effect: 


mw Lords, The obſervations which, _ ſufficiently explained 
| and 


1 ad; wm „ ee» 
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and enforced in the late debate, the noble Lord has been pleaſed to 
repeat on this occaſion, are in themſelves, indeed, ſufficiently perti- 
nent, and have been urged by his Lordſhip with uncommon ſpirit 
and elegance; but he ought to have reflected, that general declama- 
tions are improper in a Committee, where the particular clauſes of” the 
bill are to be ſeparately conſidered, g SON 

I propoſe, therefore, that inſtead of waſting that time, of which the 
exigences of the public now require an uncommon frugality, in uſe- 
leſs rhetoric, and untimely vehemence, we ſhould proceed to examine 
in order the diſtin paragraphs of this bill, by which it may more 


eaſily appear, whether it ought to be rejected or approved. 


It cannot indeed be propoſed, that any of the clauſes ſhall be 
amended in this Committee ; for the claims of the Commons, and 
the obſtinacy with which they have always adhered to them, on 
whatever they are founded, is well known. I am old enough to re- 
member the animoſities which have ariſen between the two Houſes, 
from attempts to adjuſt this part of their pretenſions; animoſities 
which at this time may be not only dangerous to ourſelves, but fatal 
to a great part of mankind, and which it ought therefore to be our 
vtmoſt care not to excite. 

Lord AYLEsFORD : — My Lords, Though the conſideration of 
the diſtinct paragraphs of the bill be, as the noble Lord has very juſtly 


obſerved, the proper buſineſs of the Committee; yet ſince, as he has 


likewiſe obſerved, the preſent ſtate of our affairs requires unuſual ex- 
pedition, I think we may very properly ſpare ourſelves the trouble of 
conſidering paragraphs which we cannot amend ; and which are in 

themſelves ſo clear and ſo obvious, that they may vg underſtood in 

their full extent upon a curſory peruſal. $669) 
But, my Lords, though I think it not proper to follow our aal 
method of conſidering the paragraphs diſtinctly, which can only 
drive the bill forward towards the third reading, ag it has already 
been forced into the Committee; yet I think it not neceffary to 
irritate the other Houſe, alarm our allies, or encourage our enemies, 
by rejecting that bill by which it is intended that the ſupplies ſhall be 
raiſed. There is an eaſy and maderate method by which the ſame 
end may be attained without any diſturbance of the public, any im- 
pediment of the ſchemes of the eee or any juſt offence to 
fg Commons, | 
G h Inſtead 
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nſtead of paſſing or rejecting this bill, of which the firſt is abſo. 
utely criminal, and the ſecond perhaps improper, let us only delay 
it, by which we ſhall give the Commons time to reflect upon it, 
to re-examine it, and diſcover, what they perhaps have not hitherto 
ſuſpected, its deſtructive tendency, Nor can it be doubted, but the 
obſervations which will ariſe from the neceſſity of enquiring into the 


reaſons of our conduct, will ſoon induce them to form another bill | 


not liable to the ſame objections; I therefore ſecond the noble Lord's 
motion to reſume the Houſe. oO 

Lord ILay:—My Lords, If we crater the 3 of the 
Commons, and the ſtubbornneſs with which they have hitherto ad- 
hered to them, we ſhall eaſily find the impropriety of the noble Lord's 
motion, and foreſee the e of the methods which he ſo warmly 
recommends. n 

The alarm which he 8 us to give the Commons by poſt. 
poning the bill before us, the obſervations which they will make upon 
our conduct, the new informations which they will receive, and the 
new bill which they will ſend, are merely imaginary. They will not 
conſider themſelves as concerned in the delay or expedition of our 
procedure, but will ſuppoſe us to a& upon our own reaſons, which 
it is not neceſſary for them to examine, and will by no means ſend 
another bill for ſupplies, till they are informed that this is rejected. 

Thus, my Lords, we ſhall only retard the ſupplies, without alter- 
ing, or being able to alter, the method of raiſing them ; and at laſt 
paſs that bil}, without examination, which we now neglect to examine, 
left we ſhould paſs it; or perhaps irritate the Commons by the novelty 


of our conduct, which, if they ſhould reſolve to confider it, they will 


probably conſider only to cenſure, 

Lord AyLEsFoRD:—My Lords, I am no 8 o the claims 
of the Commons to the ſole and independent right of forming money- 
bills, nor to the heat with which that claim has been aſſerted, or the 
firmneſs with which it has always been maintained in late Senates. 
Nor am I ignorant, that by conteſting this claim, we have ſometimes 
excited diſputes which 1 but a prorogation of the Senate could 
appeaſe. : 

I know, my Lords, and i that by acting in any unuſual man- 
ner with regard to bills of this kind, we may excite the reſentment of 
the Commons, and that ſome interruption of the public buſineſs may, 
for want of candour and moderation, poſlibly enſue, 

| | | But, 


| Ao 
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But, my Lords, I cannot think the poſſibility of an ill conſequence: | 
an argument ſufficient to ſhew the unreaſonableneſs of my propoſal z, 
for the inconveniencies that may ariſe from poſtponing the bill, are 
only poſſible, but the calamities that we ſhall bring upon our country 
by paſling it are certain. c 

But we are likewiſe to eas my Lords, 4 theſe events, of 
which it can only be ſaid that they may happen, may alſo not happen. 
When I reflect, that the Houſe of Commons is an Aſſembly of reaſon- 


able beings, that it is filled by the repreſentatives of the Britiſh 


people, by meh who will ſhare the calamities of the public, and whoſe 

intereſt it is equally with ours to prevent the deſtruction of our com- 
merce, the decay of our manufactures, the corruption of the preſent 
age, and the ruin of poſterity, J cannot but hope that they will apply 
themſelves to a candid review of the bill which they have ſent, and 


without heat, jealouſy, or diſputes, explain it as they may do by = 


another, which will be no deviation from the rules which they have 

eſtabliſhed for themſelves, and by which they may ſecure the happi- 

neſs of their country without receding from their own pretenſions. 
The Duke of BeprorD :—My Lords, The propoſal made by the 


noble Lord appears to me ſo prudent and equitable, ſo moderate and 


ſo ſeaſonable, and, in my opinion, ſuggeſts ſo eaſy a method of recon- 
ciling the pretenſions of the Commons with the neceſſity of amending 
the bill, that I cannot but think it worthy of the unanimous pr 
bation of your Lordſhips. | | 

I am very far from conceiving the Cn to be an Aſſembly 
of men deaf to reaſon, or imagining them ſo void of all regard for 
the happineſs of the public, as that they will ſacrifice it to an obſti- 
nate adherence to claims which they cannot but know to be in them- 


ſelves diſputable, and of which they muſt, at leaſt, allow that they _ 
are only ſo far juſt as they contribute to the great end of ee 


the general good. 

But leſt they ſhould by any perverſe and unſeaſonable obſtinacy 
attend more to the preſervation of their own power, than to the pro- 
motion of the happineſs of their conſtituents, a method is now pro- 
poſed, by which the errors of this bill may be corrected, without any 
conceſſion of either Houſe. The Commons may eaſily be informed 


of the dangers which are juſtly dreaded from this bill; and may 


therefore prepare another, by which a tax of the ſame kind may be 
laid, without a general licence of drunkenneſs; or if a method of 
| ; laying 
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laying a dory upon theſe liquors,” which may at once hinder their 
exceſlive uſe,” and increaſe the revenue of the government, cannot. 
be diſcovered, they may raiſe the PPD” for the yur by ans other 
ſcheme. 

Lord CaxrERET: ty Lots. A the ET OR gates by 
| theſe noble Lords, however it may be recommended, as being at 
once moderate and efficacious, has in reality no other tendency than 
to procure an abſolute rejection of this bill, it is proper to conſider 
the conſequences which may be reaſonably e from the meaſures 
which they have hitherto propoſed. - Wo 


In order to the effectual reſtraint of the common people "Oh the. 


uſe of theſe pernicious liquors, they aſſert the neceſſity of impoſing 
A very large duty to be paid by the diſtiller, which might indeed pro- 
duce in ſome degree the effect which they expect from it, but would 
8 it by giving riſe to innumerable frauds and inconveniencies. 
The immediate conſequence of a heavy duty would be the ruin of 
Sur diſtillery, which is now a very extenſive and profitable trade, in 
which great multitudes are employed, who muſt inſtantly, upon the 
ceſſation of it, ſink into poverty. Our ſtills, my Lords, not only 
fupply our natives with liquors which they uſed formerly to purchaſe 
from foreign countries, and therefore increaſe, or at leaſt preſerve the 
wealth of our country; but they likewiſe furniſh large quantities for 
exportation to Guernſey, Jerſey, and other places. But no ſooner 
will the duty propoſed to be laid upon this liquor take place, than all 
this trade will be at an end, and thoſe who now follow it will be 
reduced to ſupport themſelves by other employments ; and thoſe 


countries in which our ſpirits are now drank, will be ſoon ſupplied 


from other nations with liquors at once cheaper and more pleaſant. 
Ae may be propoſed as an expedient for the preſer vation of our 
foreign trade, that the duty ſhall be repaid upon exportation; but the 
event of this proviſion, my Lords, will be, that great quantities will 
be ſent to ſea for the ſake of obtaining a re- payment of the duty, 
| which, inſtead of being ſold to foreigners, will be privatgly landed 
ein upon our own coaſts, 

Thus, my Lords, will the duty be collected, and afterwands tepaid; 
and the government will ſuffer the odium of impoſing a ſevere tax, 
| Ju incur the expence of employing a great number of officers, with- 
out 2 2 to the Pos: fü in many ports of the 

kingdom, 


ſe 
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kingdom, be very little dearer than at preſent, and drunkenneſs and 
debauchery will ill prevail. 

That theſe arts, and a thouſand ative; 2 be praftiſed _ ths: ; 
people to obtain this infatuating liquor, cannot be doubted. It can- 
not be imagined that they will forbear frauds, who have had recourſe, 
to violence, or that thoſe will not endeavour to elude the government, 
who have already defied it. 1 

Every rigorous law will be either ſecretly dd or 8 ae 
every.ſevere reſtraint will be ſhaken off either by artifice or vice; nor 
can this vice, however dangerous or prevalent, be corrected but by. 
flow degrees, by ſtraightening the reins of government imperceptibly, 
and by ſuperadding a ſecond light reſtraint, .after the nation has been 
for ſome time habituated to the firſt. 

That the government proceeds by theſe eaſy and gentle mithods of 
reformation, ought not to be imputed to negligence, but neceſſity 
for ſo far has the government been from any connivance at this vice, 
that an armed force was neceſſary to ſupport the laws which were 
made to reſtrain it, and ſecure the chief perſons of the ſtate from the 
inſults of the populace, whom they had —_ ae oy 1 | 
them. this pernicious liquor. 

Since therefore, my Lords, all oppoſition to this e in- 
clination has appeared without effect, ſince the government evidently 

wants power to conquer the united and inceſſant ſtruggles for the 
liberty of drunkenneſs, what remains but that this vice ſhould pro- 
duce ſome advantage to the public, in return for the innumerable. 
evils which ariſe from it, and that the government ſhould ſnatch the 
firſt opportunity of taxing that vice which cannot be reformed ? 

This duty ariſes, indeed, from a concurrence of different cauſes, 
of juſt defigns in the government, and of bad inclinations in the. 
people. The tax is juſt, and well meant; but it can be made 
ſufficient to ſupport the expences to which it is appropriated, only, 
by the reſolution of the populace to continue in ſome degree their 
uſual luxury. x. 

Jam far, my Lords, from thinking this method of raiſing money - 
eligible for its own fake, or juſtifiable by any other plea than that of | 
neceſſity. If it were poſlible at once to extinguiſh the thirſt of ſpiri its, | 
no man who had any regard for virtue, or for happineſs, would 4 ar 
poſe to nen the revenue by a tax upon them. 85 = 

1 ” 955 Butz 


460 5 E B ATE OM: IrxB. 23. 


But, my Lords, rigour has been already tried, and found to be 
vain; it has been found equally fruitleſs to forbid the people to uſe 
ſpirits, as to forbid a man in a dropſy to drink. The force of appe- 
tite long indulged, and by indulgence made ſuperior to the controul 
of reaſon, is not to be overcome at once; it cannot be ſubdued by 
a ſingle effort, but may be weakened; new habits of a more innocent 
kind may in time be  liperinduoed, and one defire may ee e 
another. | 5 

We muſt endeavour, : my Lords, by juſt degrees, to * their 
affections from this pernicious enjoyment, by making the attainment 
of it every year ſomewhat more difficult: but we muſt not quicken 
their wiſhes, and exaſperate their reſentment, by depriving them at 
once of their whole felicity. By this method, my Lords, I doubt not 
but we ſhall obtain what we have hitherto endeavoured with ſo little 
ſucceſs; and J believe that though, in open defiance of a ſevere law, 
ſpirits are now ſold in every ſtreet of this city, a gentle reſtraint will, 
in a ſhort time, divert the minds of the people to other entertain- 
ments, and the vice of drinking ſpirits will be forgotten among us. 

Lord HER VERY then roſe up again, and ſpoke to the effect follow- 
ing: My Lords, Though I have always conſidered this bill as at 
once wicked and abſurd, I imagined till now that the projectors of 
it would have been able to have argued at leaſt ſpeciouſly, though not 
ſolidly, in defence of it ; nor did I imagine it to have been wholly 
indefenſible, till I difcovered how little the extenſive knowledge, the 
long experience, and the penetrating foreſight of the noble Lord who 
ſpoke laſt, enabled him to produce in vindication of it. 

His Lordſhip's argument is reducible to this ſingle aſſertion, that 
the drinking diſtilled liquors cannot be prevented; and from thence 
| he drew this inference, that ſince it is a point of wiſdom to turn 
- misfortunes to advantage, we ought to contrive methods by which 

the debauchery of the people may enrich the government. 
Though we ſhould ſuppoſe the aſſertion true in any ſenſe below 
that of abſolute phyſical impoſlibility, the inference is by no means 
juſt ; ſince it is the duty of governors to ſtruggle againſt vice, and 
promote virtue with inceſſant affiduity, notwithſtanding the difficul- 
ties that may for a time hinder the wiſeſt and moſt rigorous meaſures. 
from ſucceſs: That governor who deſiſts from his endeavours of 
reformation, becauſe they have been once baffled, in reality abandons 
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his ſtation and deſerts his charge, nor deſerves any other character 
than that of lazineſs, negligence, or cowardice. | 
The preſervation of virtue where it ſubſiſts, and the recovery. of it 
where it is loſt, are the only valuable purpoſes of government. Laws 
which do not promote theſe ends are uſeleſs, and thoſe that obviate 
them are pernicious, The government that takes advantage of wicked 
inclinations, by accident predominant in the people, and, for any 
temporary convenience, inſtead of leading them back to virtue, 


_ plunges them deeper into vice, is no longer a facred inſtitution, be- 


cauſe it is no longer a benefit to ſociety. It is from that time a ſyſtem 
of wickedneſs, in which bad ends are promoted by bad means, and 
one crime operates in ſubordination to another. 

But, my Lords, it is not neceſſary to ſhew the unreaſonableneſs of 
the inference, becauſe the aſſertion from which it is deduced cannot 
be proved. That the exceffive uſe of diſtilled liquors cannot be pre- 
vented, is a very daring paradox, not only contrary to the experience 
of all paſt times, but of the preſent ; for the law, which is now to be 
repealed, did in a great degree produce the effects deſired from it, 


till the execution of it was ſuſpended, not by the inability of the 


magiſtrates or obſtinacy of the people, but by the artifice of miniſters, 
who promoted the ſale of ſpirits ſecretly, for the ſame reaſon. which 
incites our preſent more daring e to eſtabliſn the uſe of them 
by a law. 

The defects of this law, for that it was defective cannot be denied, 
were in the manner of levying the duty; for had half the duty that 


was demanded from the unlicenſed retailers, been required from the 


diſtiller, there had been no need of informations; - nor had we been 
ſtunned with the diſmal accounts of the rage and cruelty of the peo- 
ple, or the violent deaths of thoſe. who endeavoured to grow rich by 
commencing proſecutions. The duty had been regularly paid, the 
liquors had been made too dear for common uſe, and the name : of | 
ſpirits had been in a ſhort time forgotten amongſt us. 

From this defect, my Lords, aroſe all the difficulties and i inconve- 
niencies that have impeded the execution of the law, and prevented. 
the effects that were expected from it, and N one amendment they 5 
might be all removes. 


But inſtead of endeayouring to improve the efficacy of the 18555 


which was before propoſed for this univerſal malady, we are now told, 


that it was too forcible to take effect, and nd} it only failed by the 
vigour 


5 
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xigour of its operation. We are informed, that the work of refor- 
mation ought not to be diſpatched with too much expedition, that 
mankind cannot poſſibly be made virtuous at once, and that they 


muſt be drawn off from their badi 5 _ es, without the 
violence of a ſudden change. 


What degrees the noble Lord 1 to 5 or whac 


es he expects from allowing the people a longer time to con- 


firm their habits, Jam not able to diſcover. He appears to me rather 
to propoſe an experiment than a law, and rather to intend the i im- 


5 | r of policy, than the ſafety of the people. 


This experiment is, indeed, of a very daring kind, in which not 
6 the money but the lives of the people are hazarded: their money 


has, indeed, in all ages been ſubject to the caprices of ſtateſmen, but 
their lives ought to be exempt from ſuch dangerous practices, becauſe, 


when once loſt, they can never be recovered. By this bill, however, 


it is contrived to lay poiſon in the way of the people, poiſon which 


we know will be eagerly devoured by a fourth part of the nation, 


and will prove fatal to a great number of thoſe that taſte jt ; nor | 


of this project is any defence made, but, that ſince the people love to 
ſwallow poiſon, it may be of advantage to the government to ſell it. 
It might not be improper, my Lords, to publiſh to the people, 
by a formal proclamation, the benevolent intentions of their gover- 
nors; and inform them, that licenſed murderers are to be appointed, 


at whoſe: ſhops they may infallibly be deſtroyed, without any danger 


of legal cenſures, provided they take care to uſe the poiſon pre- 


ſoribed * the orm and increals. by their death the 8580 


revenue. 

That money only i is  defred 8 this bill, is not 1 * from 
the firſt peruſal of it, but confeſſed even by thoſe who defend it; but 
not one has continued to aſſert, that it will produce a reformation of 


| manners, or recommended it otherwiſe than as an experiment. 


For this reaſon, my Lords, I ſtill think my motion for poſtponing 
the bill very reaſonable, nor do I make any Frags to confeſs mou 1 
Aropping in it, that Pha er way. of ide the lee may be 
attempted, or that the duty may be raiſed to three ſhillings a gallon; 


the loweſt tax that can be laid with a deſign of reformation. 


This method, my Lords, or any other by which another bill may 
de procured, ſhould be purſued; for PER ſehemes the Commons 
: 6 | | may 


day 


— 
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may ſubſtitute, the nation can ſuffer nothing by the change, they 

cannot raiſe money in any other manner, but with leſs injury to the 
public; ſince, the greateſt calamity which wrong meaſures can 

poſſibly produce, is the propagation of wickedneſs, and the ie 

ment of debauchery. 

Lord BATH then ſpoke in a as follows MV 1 3 
this bill is, with great propriety, called an experiment, I am ready to 
low, but do not think the juſtneſs of that expreſſion any forcible 
argument againſt it; becauſe I know not any law that can be 
rropoſed for the ſame end, without equally Ceſerving the ſame 
appellation. _ 

All the ſchemes of 5 my Tote, have been perfected by: 
flow degrees, and the defects of every regulation ſupplied by the. 
wiſdom of ſucceſſive generations. No man has yet been found, 
whoſe diſcerament, however penetrating, bas enabled him to diſcover 
all the conſequences of a new law, nor to perceive all the fallacies, 
that it includes, or all the inconveniencies that it may produce; the 
firſt eſſay of a new regulation is, therefore, only an experiment 
made, in ſome degree, at random; and to be rectified by ſubſequent 
obſervations, in making which, the molt prudent conduct is only to 
take care that it may produce. no ill conſequences of great im- 
portance, before there may be an opportunity of reviewing it. 

This maxim, my Lords, is, in my opinion, ſtrictiy regarded in 
the preſent attempt, which in itſelf is an affair of very great per- 
plexity, The health and virtue of the people are to be regarded on 
one part, and the continuance of a very geinful and extenſive manu- 
ſacture on the other; a manufacture, by which only, or chiefly, the 
produce of our. own nation is employed ; andon which, therefore, the- 
value of lands muſt very much depend. 11 8 

Manufactures of this kind, my Lords, cpa never to . W | 
or ſuddenly ſuppreſſed. If they are pernicious to the nation. in ge- 


neral, they are, at leaſt, uſeful. to a very great part, and to ſome, 


who have no other employment, neceſſary; and in the deſign of 
putting a ſtop to any detrimental trade, care is always to be taken 
that the inconvenience exceed not the benefit, and time be allowed. 
tor thoſe that are engaged in it to withdraw to ſome other buſineſs, 
and for the commodities that are conſumed by it, to be introduced 
at ſome other market, or directed to ſome then N fone Hoe 

| Teſs 
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Theſe cautions are in this bill very judiciouſly del The 
trade, which all allow to adminiſter ſupplies to debauchery, and fuel 
to diſeaſes, will, by the proviſions in this bill, ſink away by degrees, 
and the health and virtue of the people will be e or reſtored 
mithout murmurs or commotions. 

We muſt conſider, likewiſe, my Lords, the neceſſity of raiſing 
ſupplies, and the ſucceſs with which they have hitherto been raiſed 
upon the ſcheme which is now under your conſideration. 

In examining the neceſſity of procuring ſupplies, I ſhall not expa- 
tiate upon the preſent danger of the liberties of all this part of the 
world; upon the diſtreſs of the Houſe of Auſtria, the neceſſity of 
preſerving the balance of power, or the apparent deſigns of the 
antient and inceſſant diſturbers of mankind, topics which have been 
on former occaſions ſufficiently explained. 

It is now only neceſſary to obſerve, that the ſtate of our Cabin 
requires expedition, and that a happy peace can only be expected 
from a ſucceſsful war, and that war can 88 5 be made en by f 

| e and diſpatch. 

If by liberal grants of money, and ready concurrence in all ne- 
ceſſary meaſures, we enable his Majeſty to raiſe a powerful army, 
. there is no reaſon to doubt that a ſingle campaign may procure peace, 

that it may eſtabliſh the liberties of Europe, and raiſe our allies who | 
were ſo lately diſtreſſed, to their former greatneſs. _- 

Theſe ſupplies, my Lords, which are fo evidently, Seit, may, 
by the method now propoſed, be eaſily, ſpeedily, and cheaply raiſed. 
Upon the ſecurity which this act will afford, large ſums are already 
offered to the government at the low intereſt of three for a hundred, 
by thoſe who, if the conditions of the loan are changed, will perhaps 
demand four in a few days, or raiſe money by a combination to the 
rate of five or fix for a hundred; of which I would not remark 

how much it will embarraſs the public meaſures, or how much it 
will encourage our enemies to an obſtinate reſiſtance, | 

Such, my Lords, are the inconveniencies to be feared from reject- 
ing this bill, or from poſtponing it; by which is plainly intended 

only a more gentle and tender manner of rejecting it, by hinting to 
the Commons your difapprobation of it, and the neceſſity of ſending 
up another, which you cannot do without hazarding the Oy: . the 


nation and the fate of the war. 2 
4 i The 


The Conimons, who are not obliged to enquire what reception 
their bills find here, may perhaps not immediately prepare another, 
but ſuffer time to elapſe, till neceſſity ſhall oblige us to comply with 
thoſe meaſures which we cannot approve, 

They may likewiſe, by a kind of ſenatorial craft; elude all our pre- 
cautions, and make the rejection of the bill ineffectual, as was once 
done, when a bill for a tax upon leather was rejected; the Com- 
mons, determining not to be directed in the methods of raiſing 
money, ſent up the ſame bill with only a ſmall alteration of the title, 
to lay a duty upon tanned hides, which the Lords were, for want of 
time, obliged to pals. 

But, my Lords, ſhould the other Houſe Sifgouge in this ſingle 
inſtance, any uncommon degree of flexibility and complaiſance, 
ſhould they patiently endure the rejection of the bill, admit the 
validity of the reaſons upon which your Lordſhips have proceeded, 
and willingly engage in drawing up a new ſcheme for raiſing ſupplies ; 
even upon this ſuppoſition, which is more favourable than can rea- 
ſonably be formed, the buſineſs of- the year will be very much per- 
plexed, and the new bill hurried into a law without ſufficient caution 
or deliberation. | e 

The ſeſſion is now, my Lo ſo far advanced, that many of the 
Commons have retired into the country, whoſe advice and affiſtance 
may be neceſſary in the projection of a new money bill, ſo that the 
new bill muſt be formed in a ſhort time, and thin Houſe ; and, in- 
deed, the multiplicity of conſiderations neceſſary to another bill of 
this kind, is ſuch, that I cannot think it wo to i or 
undertake it. | 

The Committee on Ways wk Means muſt Arike out "= 
ſcheme for a conſiderable impoſt, which, in the preſent ftate of the 
nation, is in itſelf no eaſy taſk, This ſcheme muſt be fo adjuſted as 
to be conſiſtent with all the other taxes, which will require long con- 
ſultations and accurate enquiries. It muſt then ſtruggle, perhaps, 
through an obſtinate and artful oppoſition, before it can paſs through 


the forms of the other Houſe; and, when it comes before your 


Lordſhips, may be again oppoſed with no leſs zeal than the bill 
before us, and perhaps likewiſe with equal reaſon. 


All theſe dangers and difficulties will be avoided by trying, for a 


ſingle year, the experiment which is now propoſed ; and which, if 
that ſhould fail, may be better — in the time of 1 which 
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the beginning of the next ſeſſion will undoubtedly afford; before 
which time I am afraid no amendment can poſſibly be made, 

It has been propoſed, indeed, by the noble Lord, that three 
- ſhillings ſhould be laid upon every gallon of diſtilled liquors, which 
would undoubtedly leſſen the conſumption, but would at the ſame 
time deſtroy the trade; a trade from which large profits may be in 
time gained; ſince our diſtillers have now acquired ſuch ſkill, that 
the moſt delicate palate cannot diſtinguiſh their c from thoſe 
Which foreigners import. 

If the duty be raiſed to the height propoſed, it muſt be allowed to 
be re- paid for all that ſhall be exported ; otherwiſe foreign nations 
will deprive us of this part of our trade; and it has been already 
| ſhewn, that by mock exportations the duty may be frequently evaded, 
Thus, my Lords, there will be difficulties on either hand ; if a 
duty ſo high be paid, the manufacturer will be ruined ; if it be evaded, 
the conſumption will be leſſened. 
One inconvenience will eaſily be diſcovered to be the er 
conſequence of any conſiderable advance of the price. We may be 
certain that an act of the Senate will not moderate the paſſions, or 
alter the appetites of the people; and that they will not be left de- 
ſirous of their uſual gratifications, becauſe they are denied them. 
'The poor may, indeed, yield to neceſſity, unleſs they find themſelves 
able to reſiſt the law, or to evade it; but thoſe who can afford to 

pleaſe their taſte, or exalt their ſpirits at a greater expence, will ſtill 
riot as before, but with this difference, that their exceſſes will pro- 
duce no advantage to the public. | 

If an additional duty of three ſhillings be laid upon every gallon of 
"diſtilled liquors, the product of our own diſtillery will be dearer than 
thoſe liquors which are imported from foreign parts; and, therefore, 
it cannot but be expected that the money which now circulates 
_ amongſt us, will i in a _— time be clandeſtinely end into other 
countries. 

Such, my Lords, wil be the "effect of thoſe taxes which are ſo 
ſtrongly recommended; and, therefore, they ought not to be im- 
poſed, till all other methods of proceeding have been found ineffectual. 


It is poſſible, indeed, that the regulation ſpecified in this bill, may 


not produce any beneficial effect, and that the preſent practice of de- 
bauchery may ſtill continue among che people; but it is likewiſe 


3 
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poſſible that this tax may, by increaſing the price, augment the 

revenue at the ſame time that it leſſens the conſumption. 
This propoſal has by ſome Lords been treated as a patadox ; but 

they certainly ſuſpected it of falſehood, only for want of patience to 


form the calculations neceſſary in ſuch diſquiſitions. The tax of the 


aſt year amounted to one hundred and ſeventy thouſand pounds; 


this tax is now doubled, ſo that the ſame quantity would produce 


three hundred and forty thouſand ; but if one third leſs ſhould be 
conſumed, the preſent tax will amount to no more than two hundred 


and twenty thouſand pounds; and when fifty thouſand licences ate 


added, the revenue will gain an hundred thouſand pounds, though 
one third part of the conſumption ſhould be hindered. 

But, my Lords, ſuppoſing no part of the conſumption hindered, I 
cannot think that bill ſhould be rejected, which, in a time of danger 
like the preſent, ſhall add to the public reyenue an annual income of 
more than two hundred thouſand pounds, without leſſening any 
manufacture, without burthening any uſeful or virtuous part of the 
nation, and without giving the leaſt occaſion to wy murmurs Wy 
the people. 

It is to be remembered, my Lords, that enen cortuption ſhall 
prevail amongſt us, it cannot be imputed to this bill, which did not 
make, but find the nation vitiated, and only turned their vices to 
public advantage; ſo that if it produces any diminution of the ſale of 
ſpirits, it is indiſputably to be applauded as promoting virtue. If the 
ſale of ſpirits ſtill continues the ſame, it will deſerve ſome degtee of 
commendation, as it will, at leaſt, not contribute to the increaſe of 
vice, ahd as it will augment the revenue without injuring the people 
for how, my Lords, can we be cenſured for only CA the nation 
to continue in its former ſtate ? | 

Lord TAL RBO then ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows, :— My Lords, if 
we conſider the tendency of the argument uſed by the noble Lord, 
the only argument on which he appears to lay any ſtreſs, it will 
prove, if it proves any thing, what cannot be admitted by your Lord- 
ſhips, without bidding farewel to mdependency, and acknowledging 
that you are only the ſubſtitutes of a higher power. ' 

It appears by the tenor of his reaſoning, that he conſiders this 
Houſe as only obliged, in queſtions relating to. ſupplies, to ratify the 
determinations of the other; to ſubmit implicitly: to their dictates, 

" "WD 3 and 
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and receive their ſovereign commands, without daring either to. re. 
fuſe compliance, or delay it. 

If we conjoin the reaſoning of the noble Lotd who ſpoke laſt with 
that of one who ſpoke before in favour of the bill, we ſhall be able 
to diſcover the full extent of our power on theſe occaſions ; the firſt 
was pleaſed to inform us, that though we were at liberty to examine 
the paragraphs of this bill, we had no right, at leaſt no power to 
amend them; becauſe in money-bills, the Commons left us no other 
choice than that of paſling or rejecting them. 

This, my Lords, might have been thought a ſuicient contraction 
of thoſe privileges which your anceſtors tranſmitted to you, and the 
Commons needed to have deſired no farther conceſſions from this 
Aſſembly, ſince this was a public confeſſion of a ſubordinate ſtate, 
and admitted either that part our ancient rights had been given up, or 
that we were at preſent too much depreſſed to dare to aſſert them. 

We might, however, ſtill comfort ourſelves with the peaceful and 
unconteſted poſſeſſion of the alternative; we might ſtill believe that 
what we could not approve we might reject, without irritating the 
formidable Commons. But now, my Lords, a new doctrine has 
deen vented among us; we are told not only that we muſt not amend 
a money- bill, but that it will be to no purpoſe to reject it; for that 
the other Houſe will ſend it again without altering any thing but the 
title, and force it upon us, when there is no time for mw other 
expedient, _ 

If this, my Lords, ſhould be done, I know not how the bill 
might, at its ſecond appearance, be received by other Lords; for my 
part, I ſhould vote immediately for rejecting it, without any alle- 
viating or mollifying expedients. I ſhould reject it, my Lords, 
even on the laſt day of the ſeſſion, without any regard to the pre- 

tended neceſſity of raiſing ſupplies, and without ſuffering myſelf to 
| be terrified into compliance by the danger of the Houſe of Auſtria; 
for though I think. the balance of power on the continent neceſſary 
to be preſerved at the hazard of a fleet or an army, I cannot think it 
: -of equal importance to us, with the equipoiſe of our own govern- 


ment; nor can I conceive it my drr to enſlave myſelf to ſecure the 


freedom of another. 

The danger, thereſore, of dilguſting the Commons, at this or any 

other juncture, ſhall never influence me to a tame reſignation of the 

privileges of our own Houſe; nor ſhall I willingly allow any force 
; to 
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to arguments which are intended only to operate upon our ſear; 
and, therefore, unleſs there ſhall appear ſome better plea in favour of 
this bill, I ſhall think it my duty to oppoſe it. 

The other plea is the difficulty, or, in the ſtile of the noble Lord 
who ſpoke laſt, the impoſſibility of raiſing ſupplies by any other me- 
thod. That it is not eaſy to raiſe ſupplies by any new tax in a 
nation, where almoſt all the neceſſaries of life are loaded with im- 
poſts, muſt be readily allowed; but that it is impoſſible, the folly of 
the people, which is at leaſt equal to their poverty, win not ſuffer me 
to grant. 

One other expedient, at leaſt, has been already diſcovered by 40 
wonderful ſagacity of our new miniſters; an expedient which they 
cannot, indeed, claim the honour of inventing, but which appears ſo 
conformable to the reſt of their conduct, and fo agreeable to their 


principles, that I doubt not but they will very often practiſe it, if the | 


continuance of their power be long enough to admit of a full diſplay 
of their abilities, 

Amidſt their tenderneſs for our wanufaftures, and their regard for 
commerce, they have eſtabliſhed a lottery for eight hundred thou- 
ſand pounds, by which they not only take advantage of an inclination 
too predominant, an inclination to grow rich rather by a lucky 
hazard, than ſucceſsful induſtry; but give up the people a prey to 
ſtock-jobbers, uſurers, and brokers of tickets, who will plunder them 
without mercy, by the. encouragement of thoſe by whom it might 


be hoped, that they would be protected from plunderers. 


All lotteries, my Lords, are games which are not more honeſt or 
more uſeful for being legal; and the objection which has been made 
to all other games, and which has never yet been anſwered, will be 


found equally valid when applied to them. They engroſs that 


attention' which might be employed in improving or extending our 
manufactures ; they ſwallow that money which might circulate in 
ufeful trade; they give the idle and the diligent an equal proſpect of 
riches; and by conferring unexpected wealth upon thoſe who. never 
deſerved | it, and know not how to uſe it, they promote extravagance 
and luxury, inſolence and diſſoluteneſs. | 1285 

But theſe conſequences, my Lords, and a thouſand ochers equally 
important, equally formidable, may be objected without effect, againſt 
any ſcheme by which money will be raiſed; money! the only end at 
which pur miniſters haye aimed for almoſt half a century; money! 

an by 
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by which only they have preſerved the fayour of the Court, and the 
obedience of the Senate; money! which has ſupplied the place of 
wiſdom at one time, and of courage at another. 

JT gain money, my Lords, they have injured trade by eſtabliſh. 
ing a lottery; and they are now about to ſacrifice the health and 
virtye of the people, to the preſervation of a trade by which money 

may he furniſhed to the government. This, my Lords, is their only 
deſign, howeyer they may act, or whatever they may profeſs; if they 
endeavour to protect either the trade or lives of people, it is only 

hecauſe they expect a continuance of taxes from them ; and when 
more deſperate meaſures are neceſſary for the ſame purpoſes, they 
xpin their trade by one project, and deſtroy their lives by another. 

Lord LonsDALE next ſpoke to this effect: My Lords, It is not 
without the utmoſt grief and indignation, | that] find this Houſe con- 
ſidered by ſome who have ſ poken in vindication of this bill, as obliged 
to comply with any propoſals ſent up by the Commons for raiſing 
money, however deſtruRive to the public, or however contrary to 
the dictates of our conſcience, or convictions of our reaſon, 
Wbat is this, my Lords, but once more to vote ourſelves uſe- 

leſs? What but to be the firſt that ſhall deſtroy the conſtitution of 
the goyernment, and _ up that meer which our anceſtory 
| eſtabliſhed ? 

That this is really the deſign of any of is ably 1 who 
have ſpoken in vindication of the bill, and have aſſerted the neceſſity 
of paſſing it, without any attempts to amend it, I am very far from 
affirming; but certainly, my Lords, this, and this only, is the con- 
ſequence of their poſitions, with whatever intention they may have 
advanced them; for how, my Lords, can we call ourſelves indepen- 
dent, if we are to receive the commands of the other Houſe ? or with 
what propriety can we aſſume the title of legiſlators, if we are tq 

$ 2 bill like this without examination ? 

2 The bill now before us, my Lords, is of the utmoſt importance to 
the happineſs of that nation whoſe welfare we have hitherto been 
imagined to ſuperintend. In this bill are involved not only the 
trade and riches, but the lives and morals of the Britiſh people; z nor 
can we ſuffer it to paſs unexamined, without een! the nation to 
wickedneſs and deſtruction. 

Should we, on this occaſion, ſuffer ourſelves to. be PRIN hom 
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we be content only to tranſmit the laws which we ought to amend, 
and reſign ourſelves up implicitly to the wiſdom of thaſe whom we 
have formerly confidered as our inferiors, I know not for what pur- 
poſe we ſit here. It would be my counſel that we ſhould no longer 
attempt to preſerve the appearance of power, when we have loſt the 
ſubſtance, or ſubmit to ſhare the drudgery of Sovernmenty without 
partaking of the authority. | 

The time of ſuch deſperation is, indeed, not yet arrived; but 
every act of ſervile compliance will bring it nearer; and therefore, 
my Lords, for the ſake of ourſelves, as well as of the people, I join 
the noble Lord's motion for reſuming the Houſe, that farther infor- 
mation may be obtained both by ourſelves, by the Commionty: and 
by the nation. 

The Duke of NzwcasTLs then roſe, and 6 to the effect 
following :—My Lords, I believe no Lord in this Aſſembly is more 
zealous for the advantage of the public than myſelf, or more defirous 
to preſerve the lives, or amend the morals of the people ; but I can- 


not think that this character can juſtly imply any Gillike of the bill 


now before us. 

If I ſhould admit what the noble Lord has ried, that the lives 
and morals of the people are affected by this bill, I cannot yet ſee 
that his inference is juſt, or that our compliance with the motion is 
therefore neceſſary. | 

That under the preſent regulation, the miſeries of the nation are 
every day increaſed ; that corruption ſpreads every day wider, and 
debauchery makes greater havock, is confeſſed on all ſides; and 
therefore I can diſcover no reaſon for continuing the laws in their 
preſent ſtate, nor can think that we ought to decline any experiment 
by which that diſorder, which cannot be increaſed, "ap poffibly * 
leſſened. 

It is confeſſed by the 4050 Lords, who declare their as 


of the motion for poſtponing the conſideration of this bill, that they 


intend nothing leſs than a gentle and tacit manner of dropping it, by | | 
ſhewing the Commons that, though to avoid offence they do not 
abſolutely reject it, yet they cannot approve it, and will not paſs itz 


and that therefore the neceſſity of raiſing ſupplies, requires that ano- 


ther bill ſhould be formed, not liable to the ſame objections. bo 
The conſequence of this procedure, my Lords, can only be, that 
other the Commons will form another bill for raiſing money, or 
| H h 4 that 
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that they will ſend up this again with a new title, and ſuch Night 
alterations as not the happineſs of the TY but the forms of the 
Senate demand. | 

If, in return for our e to reform a bill, of which they 
think themſelves the only conſtitutional judges, they ſhould ſend: it 
again with only another title; what, my Lords, ſhall we procure by 
the delay, but a new occaſion of murmurs and diſcontent, a new 
confirmation of the power of the Commons, and an eſtabliſhment of 
ſenatorial chicanery, at once pernicious to * n and ignomi- 
nious to ourſelves ? : | 

That the Commons, in ſending back a bill that has been rejected 
in this Houſe, with only a change in the title, act contrary to the end 
of ſenatorial conſultations, though conſiſtently with their external 
| forms, cannot be denied ; but as each Houſe is without any depen- 
dence on the other, ſuch deviations from the principles of our con- 
ſtitution, however injurious to our authority, or however detri- 
mental to the nation, cannot be puniſned, nor otherwiſe prevented 
than by caution and prudence. | 

If, therefore, the Commons, as they have formerly done, ſhould 
return the bill without alteration, we ſhall only have impaired our 
own authority, and ſhaken the foundations of our government by a 


fruitleſs oppoſition, Nor ſhall we gain any advantage, though they | 


ſhould comply with our expectations, and employ the little time that 
remains in contriving a new tax; for corruption muſt then proceed 
without oppoſition, the people muſt grow every day more vicious, 
and debauchery will, in a Went cho: grow too general to be 
ſuppreſſed. 

With regard to the bill before us, by _ queſtion that is W 
ſary or proper, is, whether it will promote or hinder the conſumption 
of diſtilled liquors? for as to the effects of thoſe liquors, thoſe that 
| vindicate, and that oppoſe this bill, are of the ſame opinion; and all 
will readily allow, that if the law now . propoſed ſhall be found to 
Increaſe the conſumption which it was intended to diminiſh, it ought 


| immediately to be repealed, as deſtructive to the people, and contrary | 


to the end for which it was deſigned ; but if the additional duties 
ſhall produce any degree of reſtraint, if they ſhall hinder the con- 
ſumption even of a very ſmall part, I think it muſt be allowed that 

the proviſions are juſt and uſeful ; fince it has Aer My that 
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this vice is too deeply rooted to be torn up at once; and that . : 
fore it is to be pruned away by imperceptible diminution. 

Whether the proviſions now offered in the bill might not admit of 
improvements ; whether ſome other more efficacious expedients might 
not be diſcovered ; and whether the duties might not be raiſed yet 
higher, with more advantage to the public, may undoubtedly admit 
of long diſputes, and deep enquiries; but for theſe enquiries and 
diſputes, my Lords, there is at preſent no time: the affairs of the 
continent require our immediate interpoſition, the general oppreſſors 
of the weſtern world are now endeavouring to extend their domi- 
nions, and exalt their power beyond the poſſibility of future oppo- 
ſition; and our allies, who were ſtruggling againſt them, can no 
longer continue their efforts without aſſiſtance. 

At a time like this, my Lords, it is not proper to delay the ſup- 
plies by needleſs controverſies; or, indeed, by any diſputes which 
may, without great inconvenience, be delayed to a time of tranquil- 
lity, a time when all our enquiries may be proſecuted at leiſure, 
when every argument may be conſidered in its full extent, and when 
the improvement of our laws ought, indeed, to be our principal care. 
At preſent it appears to me, that every method of raiſing money, 
without manifeſt injury to the morals of the people, deſerves our 
approbation; and therefore that we ought to paſs this bill, though it 
ſhould not much hinder the conſumption of ſpirituous . if it 


ſhall barely appear that it will not increaſe it. | 
It is at leaſt proper, that, at this preſſing exigence, thoſe that op- 


poſe the bills by which ſupplies are to be raiſed, ſhould, by offering 
other expedients, ſhew that their oppoſition proceeds not from any 


private malevolence to the miniſtry, or any prepoſſeſſion againſt the 


public meaſures, but from a ſteady adherence to juſt principles, and 
an impartial regard for the public good; for it may be ſuſpected, 
that he who only buſies himſelf in pulling down, without any at- 
tempts to repair the breaches that he has made with more fit or 
durable materials, has no real "__ of ſtrengthening the forti- 


fication. Se 


It has been propoſed, indeed, by one of the noble 1 that a 
tax of three ſhillings a gallon. ſhould be laid upon all diſtilled ſpirits, 
and collected by the laws of exciſe at the ſtill-head, which would 
doubtleſs ſecure a great part of the people | from the temptations to 
| | which 
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which they are at preſent expoſed, but would at the PW time pro- 
duce another effect not equally to be deſired. | 

I have been informed, my Lords, upon mentioning this propoſal 
in converſation, that ſuch duties will raiſe the price of the liquors 
diſtilled among us, above that of foreign countries; and that there. 
fore not only all our foreign trade of this kind would be immediately 


deſtroyed, but that many of thoſe who now drink our own ſpirits, 


only becauſe they are cheaper, will then purchaſe thoſe of foreign 
countries, which are generally allowed to be more pleaſant. - 
That this is really the ſtate of the affair, I do not affirm ; for! 


now relate only what I have heard from others ; but ſurely the impo. 


fition of ſo heavy a duty requires a long conſideration ; nor can it 
be improper to mention any objections, the nn of which my 


Contribute to our information. 


But any other regulations than thoſe now 8 wil require ſo 
many enquiries, and ſo long conſultation, that the Senate will expect 
to be diſmifled from their attendance, before any reſolutions are 
formed; and when once the ſupplies are provided, we ſhall find our- 
ſelves obliged to leave the law raving to 1 and in its 
preſent ſtate, f 
Then, my Lords, will the enemies of the government imagine 


that they have a new opportunity of gratifying their malignity, by 
| cenſuring us as wholly negligent of the public happineſs, and charge 


us with looking without concern upon the debauchery, the diſeaſes, 


and the poverty of the people, without any nene of their 


wants, or care of their reformation. | 

That to continue the preſent law any lens, wil 5 eoly to 
amuſe ourſelves with ineffectual proviſions, is univerſally allowed; 
nor is there any difference of opinion with regard to the preſent ſtate 


of the vice which we are now endeavouring to hinder. The Jaft 
law was well intended, but was dictated by anger, and ratified by 
zeal; and therefore was too violent to be executed, and, moms of 


reforming, exaſperated the nation. 
No ſooner, therefore, did the magiſtrates 1 the inflexible 


reſolution of the people, their furious perſecution of informers, and 
their declared hatred of all thoſe who concurred in depriving them 


of this dangerous pleaſure, than they. were induced, by regard to 
their own ſafety, to relax that ſeverity which was enjoined, and were 


contented to purchaſe ſafety by gratifying, or, at leaf, by not op · 
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poſing thoſe paſſions of the multitude, which they could not hope to 
controul ; the practice of drinking ſpirits continued, and the con- 
ſumption was every year greater than the former. 55 

This, my Lords, is the preſent ſtate of the nation; a 5 ſuffi- 
ciently deplorable, and which all the laws of humanity and juſtice 


command us to alter. This is the univerſal declaration. We all 


agree, that the people grow every day more corrupt, and that this 
corruption ought to be W but by what means is 7 un- 
decided. a 

Violent methods, a 8 of 1 rigour have been already ho 


and totally defeated; it is therefore propoſed to try more eaſy and 


gentle regulations, that ſhall produce, by flow degrees, the reforma- 
tion which cannot be effected by open force; theſe new regulations 
appear to many Lords not ſufficiently coercive, and are ima- 
gined ſtil] leſs likely to reform a vice ſo Oy and ſo firmly 
eſtabliſhed. 

Theſe opinions I cannot flatter ——_ with the hog of recon= 
ciling ; but muſt yet obſerve, that the conſumption of theſe liquors, _ 
as of all other commodities, can only be leſſened by proper duties, 
and that eyery additional impoſition has a tendency to leſſen them; 
and ſince, ſo far as it extends, it can produce no ill effects, deſerves 
the approbation of thoſe who ſincerely deſire to ſuppreſs this odious | 
vice that has ſo much prevailed, and been ſo widely diffuſed. 

It is, indeed, poſſible, that the duties now propoſed may 3 found 
not ſufficient z but for this defect there is an eaſy remedy. The 
duty, if it be found by the experience of a ſingle year to be too 


ſmall, may, in the next, be eaſily augmented, and ſwelled, by annual 


increaſes, even to the height which is now propoſed, if no remedy 
more eaſy can be found. 

It may de objected, that this fund will bay mortgaged for the pay- 
ment of the ſums employed in the ſervice of the war; and that there- 
fore the ſtate of the duty cannot afterwards be altered without in- 
juſtice to the public creditors, and a manifeſt violation of the faith 
of the Senate : but, my Lords, though in the hurry of providing for 
a preſſing and important war, the Commons could not find any 


other method ſo eaſy of raiſing money, it cannot be doubted but that 


when they conſider the ſtate of the nation at leiſure, they will eaſily 
redeem this tax, if it ſhall appear inconvenient, and ſubſtitute ſome 5 


ther, leſs injurious to the N of the pablic 


It 
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It was not impoſſible for them to have done this in the beginning 
of this ſeſſion; nor can it be ſuppoſed, that men ſo long verſed in 
public affairs, could not eaſily have propoſed many other impoſts; 
but it may be imagined, that they choſe this out of many, without 
ſuſpecting that it would be oppoſed ; and believed, that they were at 
once raiſing ſupplies, and protecting the virtue of the people. 

Nor indeed, my Lords, does it yet appear, that they have been 
miſtaken ; for though the arguments of the noble Lords who oppoſe 


the bill are acute and plauſible, yet ſince they agree, that the con- 


ſumption of theſe liquors is, at laſt, to be hindered by raiſing their 
price, it is reaſonable to conceive, that every augmentation of the 


price muſt produce a proportionate diminution of the conſumption ; - 


and that therefore this duty will contribute in ſome degree to the 


reformation of the people. It ſeems. at leaſt in the higheſt degree 


probable, that it cannot increaſe the evil which it is incended to remedy; 


and that therefore we may reaſonably concur in it, as it will furniſh 
the government with e without any inconvenience to thoſe 


that pay them, 
The Biſhop of Otis next ſpoke. to this effect 3 Lords, 


This ſubject has already been ſo acutely conſidered, and ſo copiouſly 


diſcuſſed, that I riſe up in deſpair of propoſing any thing new, of 
explaining any argument more clearly, or urging it more forcibly, 
of ſtarting any other ſubject of conſideration, or pointing out any 
circumſtance yet untouched in thoſe that have been propoſed, 

Yet, my Lords, though I cannot hope to add any thing to the 
knowledge which your Lordſhips have already obtained of the ſub- 
ject in debate, I think it my duty to add one voice to the truth, and 
to declare, that in the balance of my underſtanding, the arguments 
againſt the bill very much "— thoſe that have been offered in 
its favour. 

It is always preſumed by thoſe FED id it, that every augmen- 
tation of the price will neceſſarily produce a proportionate decreaſe of 


the conſumption. This, my Lords, is the chief, if not the only ar- 


3 gument that has been advanced, except that which is drawn from the 


neceſſity of raiſing ſupplies, and the danger of diſguſting, the other 
Houſe. But this argument, my Lords, is evidently fallacious ; and 
therefore the bill, if it paſſes, muſt ny without a ſingle reaſon, exceſt 
immediate Convenience, | | 


Let 
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Let us examine, my Lords, this potent argument, which has been 
ſucceflively urged by all who have-endeavoured to vindicate the bill, 
and echoed from one to another with all the confidence of irrefraga- 
bility ; let us conſider on what ſuppoſitions it is founded, and we alk | 
ſoon find how eaſily it will be diſſipated. 

It is ſuppoſed by this argument, that ——— of theſe 1 | 
ſpends as much as he can poſſibly procure ; and that therefore the 
leaſt additional price muſt place part of his pleaſure beyond his reach. 
This, my Lords, cannot be generally true; it is perhaps generally, 
if not univerſally falſe. It cannot be doubted, but that many of thoſe 
who corrupt their minds and bodies with theſe pernicious draughts, 
are above the neceſſity of conſtraining their appetites to eſcape ſo 
{mall an expence as that which is now to be impoſed upon them; 
and even of thoſe whoſe poverty can ſink no lower, who are in reality 
exhauſted by every day's debauch, it is at leaſt as likely, that they ' 
will inſiſt upon more pay for their work, or that they will ſteal with 
more rapacity, as that they will ſuffer ann to be e from 
the pleaſures of drunkenneſs, | 

It is not certain, that this duty will make theſe 133 Sadie to 
thoſe who drink them; ſince the diſtiller will more willingly deduct 


from his preſent profit the ſmall tax that is now propoſed, than ſuffer 


the trade to fink ; and even if that tax ſhould be, as is uſual, levied 
upon the retailer, it has been already obſerved, that in the en, | 
neceſſary to drunkenneſs, it will not be perceptible. 

But, my Lords, though this. argument appears thus weak upon 


the firſt and lighteſt conſideration, the chief fallacy is ftill behind. 
Thoſe who have: already initiated themſelves in debauchery, deſerve 


not the chief conſideration of this. Aſſembly; they are for the greateſt : 


part hopeleſs and abandoned, and can only be withheld by force from 
complying with thoſe deſires to which they are habitually enſlaved. 


They may indeed be ſometimes puniſhed, and at.other times reſtrained, 
but cannot often be reformed. _ 

Thoſe, my Lords, who are yet uncorrupted, . to engage 
our care; virtue is eaſily preſerved, but difficultly regained. But 
for thoſe what regard has hitherto been ſhewn ? What effects can be 
expected from this bill, but that of expoſing them to temptations, 


by placing unlawful pleaſures in their view? Pleaſures which, how- - 


ever unworthy of human nature, are ſeldom forſaken after they have 
once been taſted. 


1 
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In the conſideration of the preſent queſtion, it is to be remem- 
beced, that multitudes are already corrupted, and the contagion grows 


more dangerous, in proportion as greater numbers are infected. 


To ftop the progreſs of this peſtilence, my Lords, ought to be 
the governing paſſion of our minds; to this point ought all our 
aims to be directed, and for this end ed all our ee to d be 
calculated. 


But how, my Lords, is this purpoſe 3 by ws which gives ; 


a licence, an unlimited and cheap licence for the ſale of that liquor, 


| to which, even thoſe who ſupport the bill, impute the preſent corrup- 


tion of the people? This ſurely is no rational ſcheme of reformation, 


nor can it be imagined, that a favourite and inveterate vice is to be 


e e by ſuch gentle methods. 
Let us conſider, my Lords, more nearly the | effets of this new 


invented regulation, and we ſhall ſee, how we may expect from them 


the recovery of public virtue. A law is now to be repealed, by 


which the uſe of diſtilled liquors is prohibited, but which has not 

been for ſome time Put in execution, or not with vigour ſufficient to 
ſurmount the difficulties and inconveniencies by which its opera- 
tion was obſtructed. The law is however yet in force, and who- 


ever ſells ſpirits muſt now ſell them at the hazard of proſecution and 


penalties, and with an my confidence in the meer and oy | 
of the purchaſer. - 
It cannot be ſuppoſed, my Ben but that a WW like this wat : 


have ſome effect. It cannot be doubted, that ſome are honeſt, and 
others timorous; and that among the wretches who are moſt to be 
ſuſpected of this kind of debauchery, there are ſome in whom it is 
not ſafe to confide ; they therefore muſt ſometimes be hindered from 
deſtroying their reaſon by other reſtraints than want of money; and 
when they are truſted with the ſecret of an illegal n muſt pay a 
dearer rate for the danger that is incurred. 

But when this law is repealed, and every ſtreet and alley has a ſhop 


licenſed to diſtribute this delicious poiſon, what can we expect? 


The moſt fanguine advocate for the bill cannot ſurely hope, that any 


of thoſe who now drink ſpirits will refrain from them, only becauſe 


they are ſold without danger; and though what cannot be proved, or 
even hoped, ſhould be admitted, that ſome muſt content themſelves 
with a ſmaller quantity on account of the advanced price, yet while 


they take all opportunities of debauchery, while they ſpend, in this 
deſtructive 
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deſtructive liquor, all that either honeſt labour or daring theft will 
ſupply, they muſt always be examples of intemperance ; ſuch exam- 
ples as, from the experience of late years, we have reaſon to believe 
will find many imitators; and therefore will promote at once oy: 
conſumption of ſpirits, and the corruption of the people. 

There is always to be found in wickedneſs a deteſtable adifes of 
gaining proſelytes : every man who has ſuffered himſelf to be cor- 
rupted, is deſirous to hide himſelf from infamy in crowds as vicious 
as himſelf, or deſires companions in wickedneſs from the ſame natural 
inclination to ſociety, which prompts almoſt every man to * 
ſingularity on other occaſions. | 1 0 
1 Whatever be the reaſon, it may be h day 1 that. the 

great pleaſure of the vicious is to vitiate others; nor is it poſkible 
W to ſquander an hour in the aſſemblies of debauchees of any rank, 
n without obſerving with what importunity innocence is attacked, and _ 
V how many arts of ſophiſtry and ridicule are uſed to weaken the in- 
ot fluence of virtue, and ſuppreſs the ſtruggles of conſcience. 
to The fatal art by which virtue is moſt commonly e 
1 the frequent repetition of temptations, which, though often rejected, 
x WM vill at ſome unhappy moment generally prevail, and therefore ought 
ad to be removed; but which this bill is intended to place always in ſight. 
ty | To what purpoſe will it be, my Lords, to deprive nine hardened 
profligates of a tenth part of the liquor which they now drink, which 
if is the utmoſt that this duty will effect? If they have an opportunity 
ad of corrupting one by their ſolicitation and example, the difference 
be between nine and ten acts of debauchery is of very ſmall importance | 
ts to mankind, or even to the perſons who are thus reſtrained, ſince 
m IM their forbearance of the utmoſt exceſſes is _ the effect of their 
n poverty, not of their virtue. 
4 How far is ſuch reſtraint from being . to the cormitivg 5 
of one mind, yet pure and undebauched! to the ſeduction of one 
oo heart from virtye, and 2 new addition to the intereſt and prevalence 
q? of wickedneſs? If it be neceſſary, that the ſupplies ſhould be raiſed 
ny for the government by the uſe of this pernicious liquor, it is defirable 
uſe I bat it ſhould be eonfined to few, and that it ſhould rather be ſwal- | 
or lowed in large quantities by hopeleſs drunkards, than offered every 
a where: to the taſte 4 innocence and * in licenſed houſes of 
his BS Rl. V 
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The conſumption will, for a time, be the ſame in both caſes, but 
"ith this important difference, that wickedneſs would only be con- 
: ined, not promoted; and as the poiſon” would rid the land by de- 
grees of the preſent race of I it n be hoped that our 
beg would be uninfected. : 
But under the preſent ſcheme of 3 my dr vice 
"will be propagated under the countenance of the legiſlature ; and 
. that kind of wickedneſs by which the nation is ſo infatuated, that it 
bas increaſed yearly in oppoſition to a penal law, will now not 
anly be ſuffered, but nee and enjoy not nn only, but 
e 
Tus, if we paſs the bill, we thall not even be able to boaſt the 
| 1 merit of leaving the nation in its preſent ſtate ; we ſhall take 
away the-preſent reſtraints of vice, without ſubſtituting any in their 
place; we ſhall perhaps deprive a few hardened drunkards of a ſmall 
part of the liquor which they now ſwallow, but ſhall open, according 
to the expectation of the noble Lord, fifty thouſand nn of licenſed 
Sen for the ruin of millions yet untainted, tal 
Jo leave the nation in its preſent ſtate, Aich i is 8 on all, 
hands to be a ſtate of corruption, ſeems to be the utmoſt ambition 
of one of the noble Lords vrho have pleaded with the greateſt warmth 
for this bill; for he concluded, with an air of triumph, by aſking, 
how we can be cenſured for _ PO the nation to continue in 
its former ſtate? z 
We may be, in my opinion, my n cenſured as traitors to 
our truſt, and enemies to our country, if we permit any vice to pre- 
vail, when it is in our power to ſuppreſs it. We may be curſed, with 
juſtice, by poſterity, as the abettors of that debauchery by which 
poverty and diſeaſe ſhall be entailed upon them, contemned in the 
preſent as the flatterers of thoſe appetites which we ought to regulate, 
and inſulted by that populace whom we dare not oppoſe. 
Had none of our predeceſſors endeavoured the reformation of the 
people, had they contented themſelves always to leave the nation as 
they found it, there had been long ago an end of all the order and 
ſecurity of ſociety; for the natural depravity of human nature has 
always a tendency from leſs to greater evil; and the ſame cautes 
which had made us thus wicked, will, if not obviated, make us work, 
| Since the noble Lord thinks it not neceſſary to attempt the refor- 
mation of the people, he might have ſpared the elaborate calculation, 
„ hn 


vernment, though one third part of the conſumption be prevented... 


Ir | 
third part of the conſumption will in reality be prevented, and tien 

ce he might very properly have conſoled the miniſtry, by W how 8 

nd much they would gain from the reſidue. | FO 

it That this bill, as it now ſands, will produce a 1 revenue 

ot to the government, but no reformation in the people, is aſſerted Py 

ut by thoſe that oppoſe, and undoubtedly believed by thoſe that defend 
it; but as this is not the purpoſe which I am moſt deſirous of pro- | 

the moting, I cannot but think it my duty to agree to the propoſal of the 

ke noble Lord, that by poſtponing the conſideration of the bill, more 


eir Wl exact information may be obtained by us, and the Commons may be 
all Wl larmed at the danger into which the nation bas been brought by. 


ing their precipitation. 


ied Lord BaTH then roſe again, and ſpoke to the nee effect: = | 


My Lords, As the noble Lord who has juſt ſpoken appears to have 


all nifapprehended ſome of my aſſertions, I think it neceſſary to riſe again, 


tion that I may explain with ſufficient clearneſs what perhaps I before ex- 


mth Wl preſſed obſcurely, amidſt the number of en conſiderations "os 
ing, Wl crowded my imagination. 


e in With regard to the diminution that 3 be expected from this 


law, I did not abſolutely aſſert, at leaſt I did not intend to aſſert, that 
s to third part would be taken off; but only advanced that ſuppoſition 
pre- « the baſis of a calculation, by which L might prove what many Lords 
with WW ?ppeared to doubt, that the conſumption might delt be amine, 
vhich WM and yet the revenue increaſed. 


n the WW Upon this ſuppoſition, which muſt be 1 tos to 30 reaſonable, os | 


ulate, both the purpoſes of the bill will be anſwered, and the 85 e 
will be raiſed by the ſuppreſſion of vicſe. 
f the The diminution of the conſumption may be ns or Jad; 0 E. 
on as tave ſuppoſed. If it be greater, the revenue will be indeed leſs aug- 
r and {mented ; but the purpoſes which, in the opinion of the noble Lords 
e has vho oppoſe the bill, are more to be regarded, will be better promoted, 
cauſes i md all their arguments againſt it will be, at leaſt, defeated ; nor will 
worſe. be miniſtry, I hope, regret the failure of a tax which i is deficient only 
refor· y the ſobriety of the nation, 


# 


; b | 


for it is of very little importance to diſcuſs the conſequences of. _ - 7 a 85 
event which will never happen. He ſhould firſt have proved, that a 


lation, Yale | | : 1 1 = 7 
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; next eſſay to proceed by flow degrees, and gentle methods, and pro- 
duce that effect imperceptibly which we "hp 1 unable to 


weight of the tax chat ought to be laid upon them, doubts which 
nothing but experience can, I believe, remove. 


| vgs ſbewn very little regard to Britiſh virtue, 
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If the deten be leſs than T have ſoppoſed, yet if there be any 


- diminution; it cannot be ſaid, that the bill has been wholly without 
effect; ot that the miniftry have net proceeded either with more judg- 


ment or better fortune than their predeceſſors, or that they have not, 


at eaſt, taken advantage of the errors that have been committed, It 


— muſt be owned, that they have either reformed the nation, or at leaſt 
pointed out the way by which the reformation that has been fo long 
deſired, may be effected. 


Thar this tax will in fome degree hinder Sos; it is reaſon- | 


able to expect, becauſe it can only be hindered by taxing the liquors BY | 


which are uſed in exceſs; but there yet remain, concerning the 


4 


By experience, my Lords, we have been already taught, that 
taxes may be ſo heavy as to be without effect; that reſtraint niay be 
fo violent as to produce impatience ; and therefore it is proper in the 


accompliſh at once. 
I cannot therefore think, that the auty of Gee Hhillings a gallon 
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| can be impoſed withott defeating ou? own defign, and compelling 


the people to find out ſome method of eluding the law like that which 8 
was practiſed after the Act, by which in the ſecond year of his preſent I 


Majeſty, five ſhillings were impoſed upon every gallon of compound WI c 


waters, after which it is well known, that the diftillers ſold a ſimple MI c 
ſpirit under the contemptuous title of ſenatorial brandy, and the law d 
being univerſity evaded, was foon after repealed as uſeleſs. pl 

Such, my Lords, or Wöfſe, will be the conſequence of the tax + 

which the noble Lord has propoſed ; for if it cannot be evaded, i li 
ſpirits will be brought from nations that have been wifer than to 
burthen their own commodities with ſuch inſupportable impoſt, and BY at 


the empire will foon be impoveriſhed by the exportation of its money. ec 
Lord Hervey anſwered in ſubſtance as follows : My Lords, © 
1 am very far fi em thinking the arguments of the noble Lord fuch as de 
can influence men defirous to promote the real and durable happineſ il = 
of their country; for he is ſolicitous only about the proſperity of the by 
Britiſh manufactures, and the preſervation of the Britiſh wks but ha 


2 
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That part of his argument is thetefore not neceflaty to be ante” 
if the ſuggeſtion upon whick it is founded were true; ſince it will be 
ſufficient to compare the advantage: of the two ſchemes, And with 
regard to his inſinuation, that ſenatorial brandy may be revived by a 
high duty, I believe, firſt, that no ſuch evaſion can be contrived, 


and in the next place, am confident, that it may be defeated by 
burthening the new-invented liquor; whatever it be, if it be equally. 


plain and eaſy, er eee difficult by thoſe who are inclined | 
to deviate from it. | 
Lord BATHURST ſpoke hext to the effeQ following =My Lenky 
Whatever meaſures may be praQtiſed by the people for eluditig the 
purpoſes of the bill now before us, with Whatever induſtry they may 
invent new kinds of ſenatorial brandy, or by whatever attifices they 
may eſcape. the diligence of the officers employed to collect a duty 
levied upon their vices and their pleaſures; there is; at leaſt, no 
danger, that they will purchaſe. from the Continent thoſe liquors 
which we are endeavouring to withhold from them; or that this bill 
will Pipes: our ee by promoting a trade n to its 
intereſt. | 
What would by he beats af the duty of three ſhillings a 
gallon, propoſed by the noble Lord, it is eaſy to judge. What, my 
Lords, can be expected from it, but that it will either oblige or en- 
courage the venders of ſpirits to procure from other places what they 
ple can no longer buy for reaſonable prices at home ? and that thoſe 
law drunkards who cannot or will not ſuddenly change their cuſtoms, will 
| purchaſe from abroad the pleaſures which we withhold from them, 
tax Wl and the wealth of the nation be HO diminiſhed, but the virtue 
ded, little encreaſed ? - | | 
x to Thus, my Lords, ſhall we at once e dee out own pales 
and WM and promote that of our neighbours. © Thus ſhall we enrich other 


pernicious, with an equal tax. The path of our duty, my Lords; is ys "I 


ey. governments by diſtreſſing our own, and inſtead of increafing 


xrds, Ml ſobriety, only encourage a more en and pernicious wg of - 
debauchery. = 

In the bill now wager our condos 2 middle N is a 
by which reformation may be introduced by thoſe gradations which 
have always been found neceſſary when inveterate vices are to be 
encountered. In this bill every neceſſary conſideration appears to 
have been wann the health of the people will de preſerved, and 

5 I . their 
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| their virtue recovered, without deſtroying their trade or Ting 
- their manufacturers. 
The efficacy of this bill ſeems, lens; to be 5 by "II of 
the Lords who oppoſe it, ſince their chief objection has ariſen from 
their doubts whether it can be executed. If a law be uſeleſs in 
itſelf,” it is of no importance whether it is executed or not; and 
therefore, I think, it may ſafely be inferred, that they who are ſolicit. 
ous how it may be enforced, are convinced of its uſefulneſs. 
If this, my Lotds, be the chief objection now remaining, a little 
_ conſideration will eaſily remove it; for it is well known, that the 
only obſtruction of the former law was the danger of information; 
but this law, my Lords, is ſo contrived, that it will promote the 
execution of itſelf ; for by ſetting licences at ſo low a price, their 
number will be multiplied, and every man who has taken a licence 
5 will think himſelf juſtified in informing 8 n that ſhall retail 
ſpirits without a legal right. 
If, therefore, there ſhould be, as a noble Lord 3 very reaſonably 
ſuppoſed, fifty thouſand licenſed venders of theſe liquors, there will 
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likewiſe be fifty thouſand informers againſt unlawful traders; and as Wl 1 

the liquors may then always be had under ſanRion of the law, the t 
populace will not intereſt themfelves in that proceſs which can have c 

no tendency to obſtruct their pleaſure. - e 
Thus, my Lords, ſhall we, by agreeing to this bill, make a law y 

| that will be at once uſeful to the government and beneficial to the 0 
people, which will be at once powerful in its effects and eaſy in its | 
A] execution; and therefore, inſtead of attending any more to the wild 4 
and impracticable ſchemes of heavy taxes, rigorous puniſhments, - 

ſudden reformations, and violent reſtraints, I hope we ſhall unani- WI 1: 

mouſly approve this method, from which fo 1 much may be hoped, 

while nothing is hazarded. p 

Lord CAR TERET then roſe up and ſpoke i in ſubſtance as follows: 1 

My Lords, though the noble Lord who has been pleaſed to incite 4 

us to an unanimous concutrence with himſelf and his aſſociates of the | 

miniſtry in paſſing this excellent and wonder-working bill, this bill Fr 

which is to leſſen the conſumption of ſpirits; without leſſening the WW © 

quantity which is diſtilled, which is to reſtrain. drunkards from WW an 

drinking, by ſetting their favourite liquor always before their eyes, to th 
conquer habits by continuing them, and correct vice by indulging it 

1 


; ot to the loweſt OO for at leaſt another year; yet, 
*; 2 my 
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my Lords, ſuch is my obſtinacy, or ſuch my ignorance, that I can- 


not yet comply with his propoſal, nor can prevail with myſelf either 1 


to concur with meaſures ſo apparently oppoſite to the intereſt of the 

public, or to hear them vindicated, without declagingi how little L 

approve them. | | ee, 
During the courſe of this long debate 1 bin e to reca- 


pitulate and digeſt the arguments which haue been advanced, and 


have conſidered them both ſeparate and conjoined - but find myſelf 
at the ſame diſtance from conviction as when ] entered the Houſe : 
nor do I imagine, that they can much affect any man ww does not 
voluntarily aſſiſt them by ſtrong prejudice. 

In vindication of this bill, my Lords, we have been ld; SS: ts 
preſent law is ineffectual; that our manufacture is not to be deſtroyed, 
or not this year; that the ſecurity offered by the preſent bill has 
induced great numbers to ſubſcribe to the new fund ; that it has been 
approved by the Commons ; and that, if it be found ina it 
may be amended another eden, 

All theſe arguments, my Lords, IJ ſhall endeavour to examine, 
becauſe I am always deſirous of gratifying thoſe great men to whom 
the adminiſtration of affairs is entruſted, and have always very 
cautiouſly avoided the odium of diſaffection which they will undoubt⸗ 
edly throw, in imitation of their predeceſſors, upon all thoſe whoſe 
wayward conſciences ſhall oblige them to hinder the execution of 
their ſchemes. | 

With a very ſtrong deſire, therefore, 8 with no great W 
of finding them in the right, I venture to begin my enquiry, and 
engage in the examination of their firſt aſſertion, that the preſent 


law againſt the abuſe of ſtrong liquors is without effect. 


I hope, my Lords, it portends well to my enquiry, that the firſt 
poſition which J have to examine is true, nor can I forbear to con- 
gratulate your Lordſhips upon having heard from the new. miniſtry | 
one aſſertion not to be contradifed, | |; 5 

It is evident, my Lords, from daily obſervation, and Ae | 
from the papers upon the table, that every year, ſince the enaction of 
the laſt law, that vice has increaſed which it was intended to repreſs, 


and that no time has been fo favourable to the retailers of ſpirits 9 


that which has paſſed ſince they were prohibited. 
It may therefore be expected, my Lords, that having agreed with 


| the ors | in their fundamental 3 I ſhall concur with 


FAY | bones. 
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them in he conſequence which they draw from it ; ; and having al- 
lowed that the ou; lay 1s een, ſhould admit Wit APOTheT 1 is 
neceſſary, ; 

But, my Lords, in order to diſcover whether this ent ee be 
neceſſary, it muſt firſt be enquired why the preſent law is of no force? 
For, my Lords, jt will be found, upon reflexion, that there are 
certain degrees of corruption that may hinder the effects of the beft 

1 ' Jaws. The magiſtrates may be vicious, and forbear to enforce that 
law, by which themſelves are condemned; they may be indolent, and 
| Inclined rather to connive at wickedneſs by which they are not injured 
themſelves, than to repreſs it by a laborious exertian of their au- 
chority; or they may be timorous, and, inſtead af awing the vicious, 
may be awed by them, | 

In any of theſe caſes, my Lords, the lay is not to 1 st 
for its inefficacy, ſince it only fails by the defect of thoſe who are to 
dire i its operations; the beſt and moſt important laws will contribute 
yery little to the ſecurity or happineſs of a people, if no judges of 
integrity and ſpirit can be found amongft them. Eyen the moſt 
beneficial and uſeful bill that miniſters can poffibly imagine, a bill 
for laying on our eſtates a tax of the fifth part of their yearly value, 

| would be wholly without effect, if collectors could not be obtained. 

I am therefore, my Lords, yet doubtful, vhether the inefficacy of 
the law now ſubliſting neceſſarily obliges us to provide another ; for 
thoſe that declared it to be uſeleſs, owned at the ſame time, that no 
man endeavoured to enforce it; ſo that e its e ONT ay 
be, that it will not execute itſe}f, 

Nor though I ſhould allow, that the law is at Stet impeded by 
difficulties which cannot be broken through, but by men of more 
ſpirit and dignity than the miniſters may be inclined to truſt with 
commiſſions of the peace, yet it can only be collected that another 
law is neceſſary, not that the law now ne. will be of any 
advantage. | | 

Great uſe has 1 made of the 3 wth of the preſent law to 
decry the propoſa] made by the noble Lord for laying a high duty 
upon theſe pernicious liquors. High duties have already, as we are 
| jaformed, been tried without advantage; high duties are at this hour 
impoſed upon thoſe ſpirits which are Tetailed, yet we ſce them every 
(0091 N in the o ſtreets without the payment of the tax required; and 

| : mefepore 
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therefore it will be folly to make a ſecond eſſay of means which have 
been found, by the experience of many years, unſucceſsful. 

It has been granted on all fides in this debate, nor was it ever 
denied on any other occaſion, that the conſumption of any com- 
modity is moſt eaſily to be hindered by raiſing its price, and its price 


is to be raiſed by the impoſition of a duty ; this, my Lords, which is, 5 


I ſuppoſe, the opinion of every man, of whatever degree of experience 
or underſtanding, appears likewiſe to have been thought by the 
authors of the preſent law; and therefore they imagined, that they 
had effeQtually provided againſt the increaſe of drunkenneſs, by laying 
upon that liquor which ſhould be retailed in ſmall quantities, a duty 
which none of the inferior claſſes of drunkards would be able to pay. 
Thus, my Lords, they conceived; that they had reformed the 
common people without infringing the pleaſures of others, and ap. 
plauded the happy contrivance by which ſpirits were to be made dear 
only to the poor, while every man who could afford to purchaſe two 
gallons was at liberty to riot at his eaſe, and over a full flowing 


bumper look down with contempt upon his former companions, _ 


now ruthleſsly condemned to diſconſolate ſobriety, or obliged to re- 
gale themſelves with liquor which did no ſpeedy execution upon their 
cares, but held them for many tedious hours in a languiſhing poſe 
ſeſſion of their ſenſes and their limbs. 

But, my Lords, this intention was une and the project, 
ingenious as it was, fell to the ground; for though they had laid a 
tax, they unhappily forgot, that this tax would make no addition 
to the price, unleſs it was paid; and that it would not be Pt. 

unleſs ſome were impowered to collect it. 

Here, my Lords, was the difficulty, thoſe who made the law were 
inclined to lay a tax from which themſelves ſhould be exempt, and 
therefore would not charge the liquor as it iſſued from the ſtill; and 
-when once it was diſperſed in the hands of petty dealers, it was no 
longer to be found without the aſſiſtance of informers, and informers 
could not carry on the buſineſs of 1 without the 895 
of the people. 

It is not neceſſary to dwell ny 2 Jong upon the law of which the 
repeal is propoſed, fince it appears already, that it failed only from a 
partiality not eaſily defended, and from the omiffion of what is now 
Lag os collection of the duty as the liquor i is OG | 4 
1 oh ET , 
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If this method be ea there will be no longer any need of in- 
formation or of any rigorous or new meaſures ; the ſame officers 
that collect a ſmaller duty may levy a greater, nor can they be eaſily 
deceived with regard to the quantities that are made ; the deceits, at 
leaſt, that can be uſed, are in uſe already ; they are frequently detected 
and ſuppreſſed; nor will a larger duty enable the diſtillers to elude the 
vigilance of the officers with more ſucceſs, 
ls Againſt this propoſal, therefore, the inefficacy of the 5 5 law 
can be no objection ; but it is urged, that ſuch duties would deſtroy 
the trade of diſtilling, and a noble Lord has been pleaſed to expreſs 
great tenderneſs for a manufacture ſa beneficial and extenſive. . - 

I cannot but ſometimes wonder, my Lords, at the amazing variety 
of intellects,. which every day furniſhes ſome opportunity or 7 of 
obſerying, and which cannot but be remarked on this occaſion, 
when one produces againſt a propoſal the very argument which 
another offers in its favour. That a large duty levied at the ſtill 
would deſtroy or very much impair the trade of diſtilling, is certainly 

ſuppoſed by thoſe who defend. it, for they propoſed it only for that 
end; and what better method can they propoſe, when they are called 
to deliberate upon a bill for the prevention of fe exceſſive uſe of 
_ diſtilled liguors? 
The noble Lord has been pleaſed kindly to inform us, that the 
trade of diſtilling is very extenſive, that it employs great numbers, 
and that they have arrived at exquiſite ſkill, and therefore—note well 
the conſeguence— the trade of diſtilling is not be diſcouraged. 

Once more, my Lords, allow me tq wonder at the different con- 
ceptions of different underſtandings. It appears to me, that ſince the 
ſpirits which the diſtillers produce are allowed to enfeeble the limbs, 
and vitiate the blood, to pervert the heart, and obſcure the intellects, 
that the number of diſtillers. ſhould be no argument in their favour! 
For I never heard that 2 law againſt theft was repealed or delayed, 
becauſe thieyes were numerous. It appears to me, my Lords, that 

if ſo formidable a body are confederated againſt the virtue or the lives 
| of their fellow-citizens, it is time to put an end to the havock, and 
| to interpoſe, while it is yet in our power to ſtop the deſtruction. 

As little, my Lords, am ] affęcted with the merit of the wonderful 
Fill which the diſtillers are ſaid to haye attained, that it is, in my 
opinion, no faculty of great uſe to mankind, to prepare palatable 
poiſon; z Nor r ſhall Jever e my intereſt for the reprieve of a 


murderer, | 


4. 148 s IAH ros Lievars | a9 
4 murderer, becauſe he has, by joug ſha obtained g t J 1 | | 


in his trade. 

If their liquors are ſo delicious: that the ee are 1 to 
their own deſtruction, let us at length, my Lords, ſecure them from 
theſe fatal draughts, by burſting the vials that contain them; let us 
cruſh at once theſe artiſts in laughter, who have reconciled their 
countrymen to ſickneſs and to ruin, and ſpread over the oO of | 
debauchery ſuch baits as cannot be reſiſted, Þ 

The noble Lord has indeed admitted, that this bill may not be 
found ſufficiently coercive, but gives us hopes that it may be im- 
proved and enforced another year, and perſuades us to endeayour the 
reformation of drunkenneſs by degrees, and above all, to beware at 5 
preſent of hurting the manufacture. 


I am yery far, my Lords, from thinking, that there are this year 5 


any peculjar reaſons for tplerating murder; nor can I conceive why 
the manufacture ſhould be held ſacred now, if it be to be deſtroyed 
hereafter; we are, indeed, deſired to try how far this law will 
operate, that we may be more able to proceed with ge e to this 
yaluable manufacture, ht 8 
With regard to the operation of the law, it appears to me, mat it 
will only enrich the government «without reforming the people, and 
| believe there are not many of a different opinion; if any diminution 
of the ſale of ſpirits be expected from it, it is to be conſidered, that 
this diminutidn will or will not be ſuch as is defired for the reforma- 
tion of the people; if it be ſufficient, the manufaQure is at an end, 
and all the reaſons againſt a higher duty are of equal force againſt 
this ; bort if it is not ſufficient, we have, at leaſt, omitted part of our 
duty, and have neglected the health and virtue of the people. 1 
I cannot, my Lords, yet diſcover, why a. reprieve is deſired for 
this manufacture, why the preſent year is not equally propitious to 
the reformation of mankind as any will be that may ſucceed it. It is 
true we are at war with two nations, and, perhaps, with more; but 


war may be better proſecuted without money than without men, and 


we but little conſult the military glory af our country, if we raiſe 
ſupplies for paying our armies, by the deftryRion of thoſe armies that | 


we are contriving to pay, _ 1 
We have heard the neceſſity of en the nation by degrees 1 


urged as an argument for impaſing firſt a lighter duty, and aſter- 
yards a heavier; this gomplaiſaneę for wickedneſs, my Lords, is not 
| | | ſa 
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fo defenſible as that it ſhould be battered by arguments in form, and 
therefore, I ſhall only relate a reply made by Webb, the noted 
walker, upon a parallel occaſion. 

This man, who muſt be remembered by many of your Lordſhips, 
was remarkable for vigour, both of mind and body, and lived wholly 
upon water for his drink, and chiefly upon vegetables for his other 
ſuſtenance ; he was one day recommending his regimen, to one of his 
"friends who loved wine, and who perhaps might ſomewhat contribute 
to the proſperity of this ſpirituous manufacture, and urged him, with 
great earneſtneſs, to quit a courſe of luxury by which his health and 


his intellects would equally be deſtroyed. The gentleman appeared 
convinced, and told him, that he would conform to his counſel, and 


thought he could not change his courſe of life at once, but would 
leave off ſtrong liquors by degrees. By degrees, ſays the other, with 
indignation ! if you ſhould unhappily fall into the fire, would you 
caution your ſervants not to pull you out but by degrees ? 

This anſwer, my Lords, is applicable in the preſent caſe; the 
nation is ſunk into the loweſt ſtate of corruption, the people are not 
only vicious but inſolent beyond example, they not only break the 
laws but defy them, and yet, ſome of your e are for reform- 
ing them by degrees, — 

I am not eaſily perſuaded, my Lords, that our mitifters really i in- 
tend to ſupply the defects that may hereafter be diſcovered in this bill; 
it will doubtleſs produce money, perhaps much more than they appear 
to expect from it ; I doubt not but the licenſed retailers will be more 
than fifty thouſand, and the quantity retailed muſt increaſe with the 
number of retailers. As the bill will therefore anſwer all the ends 
intended by it, I do not expect to ſee it altered, for I have never 
obſerved minifters defirous of amending their own errors, unleſs they 
are ſuch as produce a deficiency i in the revenue. 


- 'Beſtdes, my Lords, it is not certain, that when this fund is 


mortgaged to the public creditors, they can prevail upon the Com- 
mons to change the ſecurity ; they may continue the bill in force for 
the reaſons, whatever they are, for which they have paſſed it, and the 
good i intentions of our miniſters, however ſincere, may be defeated, 
and drunkenneſs, legal drunkenneſs, eſtabliſhed in the nation. 


This, my Lords, is very reaſonable; and therefore we ought to 
exert ourſelves for the ſafety of the nation, while the power is yet in 


dur own _ and . * to the opinion or proceedings of 
the 
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the other Houſe, ſhew that we are yet the chief guardians of the | 


people, and the moſt vigilant adverfaries of wickedneſs. 

The ready compliance of the Commons with the meaſures pro- 
poſed in this bill, has been mentioned here with a view, I ſuppoſe, of 
influencing us, but ſurely by thoſe who had forgotton our indepen- 
dence, or reſigned their own. It is not only the right, but the duty 
of either Houſe, to deliberate without regard to the determinations 


of the other; for how would the nation receive any benefit from the 


diſtin powers that compoſe the legiſlature, unleſs their determina- 
tions are without influence upon each other ? If either the example 
or authority of the Commons can divert us from following our own 
convictions, we are no longer part of the legiſlature ; we have given 


up our honours and our privileges, and what then is our concurrence 


but ſlavery, or our ſuffrage but an echo? : 

The only argument therefore that now remains, is the 2 
of gratifying thoſe by whoſe ready ſubſcription the exigencies which 
the councils of our new ſtateſmen have brought upon us, and of con- 


tinuing the ſecurity by which they 115 been ae to fuck "Row | 


ral contributions, 

Public credit, my Lords, is ide of very great importance, but 
public credit can never be long ſupported without public virtue; nor 
indeed if the government could mortgage the morals and health of 
the people, would it be juſt or rational to confirm the bargain. If 
the miniſtry can raiſe money only by the deſtruction of their fellow- 
ſubjects, they ought to abandon thoſe ſchemes for which the money 


is neceſſary”; for what calamity can be Ls en Sh to IGOR uy 
edneſs ? | 


But, my Lords, there is no neceſſity for a choice which may coft 


us or our miniſters ſo much regret ; for the ſame ſubſcriptions may | 
be procured-by an offer of the ſame advantages to a fund of any other 
kind, and the finking fund will eaſily ſupply any r that might | 


be ſuſpected in another ſcheme. 4 
To confeſs the truth, J ſhould feel very little pain FE an account 


that the nation was for ſome time determined to be leſs liberal of f 


their contribution, and that money was withheld, till it was known 
in what expeditions it was to be employed, to what princes ſubſidies 


were to be paid, and what advantages were to be purchaſed by it for 
our country. I ſhould rejoice, my Lords, to hear that the lot- 
tery, by which the deficiencies of mis I are to be ſupplied, 8 


5 | way 
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Was not filled; and that the people were , grown at laſt wiſe enough 
to diſcern the fraud, and to prefer honeſt commerce, by which, all 
may be gainers, to a game by which the greateſt number muſt cer- 
tainly loſe, and in which no man can reaſonably expect that he ſhall 
be the happy favourite of fortune, on whom a prize ſhall be 
conferred. 

The lotteries, my ES which former miniſters * propoſed, 
have always been cenſured by thoſe that ſaw their nature and their 
tendency; they have been conſidered as legal cheats, by which the 
ignorant and the raſh are defrauded, and the ſubtle and avaricious 
often enriched ; they have been allowed to divert the people from 
trade, and to alienate them from uſeful induſtry. A man who is 
uneaſy in his circumſtances, and idle in his diſpoſition, collects the 
remains of his fortune, and buys tickets i in a lottery, retires from 
buſineſs, indulges himſelf in lazineſs, and waits, in ſome obſcure 
place, the event of his adventure. Another, inſtead of employing 
his ſtock in a ſhop or warehouſe, rents a garret in a private ftreet, 
and makes it his buſineſs, by falſe intelligence, and chimerical alarms, 
to raiſe and fink the price of tickets alternately, and takes advantage 
of the lies which he has himſelf invented, | 

Such, my Lords, is the traffic that i is produced 85 this- ſcheme of 
raiſing money; nor were theſe inconveniencies unknown to the 
preſent miniſters in the time of their predeceſſors, whom they neyer 
failed to purſue with the loudeſt clamours, wheneyer the exigencies 


of the government reduced them to a lottery. 


If I, my Lords, might preſume to recommend to our miniſters 
the-moſt probable method of raifing a large ſum for the payment of 
the troops of the electorate, I ſhould, inſtead of the tax and lottery 


= now propoſed, adviſe them to eſtabliſh a certain number of licenſed 


_ wheel-barrows, on which the laudable trade of thimble and button 
might be carried on for the ſupport of the war, and ſhoe-boys might 
contribute to the defence of the "OP: of Auſtria, oy ng for 
| e 5 i 

Faving now, my Lords, —— * — 8 the a candour, all 
the reaſons which have beep offered in defence of the bill, I cannot 
goneeal the reſult of my enquiry. The arguments have had ſo little 


2 effect upon my underſtanding, that as every man judges of others by 


himſelf, I cannot believe that they have any influence, even upon 


x” "4 thoſe that offer them ; 290 merefore I am convinced, that this bill 


muſt 
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muſt be the reſult of conſiderations which have been hitherto con- 
1 cealed, and is intended to promote deſigns which are never to be diſ- 
covered by the authors before their execution. | 
With regard to theſe. motives and deſigns, however artfully con- 
cealed, every Lord in this Aſſembly is yet at liberty to offer his con- 
jectures; and therefore I ſhall venture to lay before you what has 
ariſen in my mind, without pretending to have diſcovered abſolute 
certainty, what ſuch nen, politicians have endeavoured to 
i conceal, : 
When I conſider, my Td the tendenex of this bill, I find it 
calculated only for the propagation of diſeaſes, the ſuppreſſion of 
induſtry, and the deſtruction of mankind; I find it the moſt fatal 
| engine that ever was pointed at a people, an engine by which thoſe 
| who are not killed will be diſabled, and. thoſe who preſerve their 
limbs, will be deprived of their ſenſes. 

This bill therefore appears to be deſigned only to thin the ranks 
of mankind, and to diſburthen the world of the multitudes that in- 
habit it; and is, perhaps, the ſtrongeſt proof of political ſagacity 
that our new miniſters have yet exhibited. They well know, my 
Lords, that they are univerſally deteſted, and that wherever a Briton 
is deſtroyed, they are freed from an enemy; they have therefore 
opened the flood-gates of gin upon the nation, that when it is leſfs 
numerous, it may be more eaſily governed. 


Other miniſters, my Lords, who had not 8 to th * : 


knowledge in the art of making war upon their country, when they 


found their enemies clamorous and bold, uſed to awe them with _ 
proſecutions and penalties, or deſtroy them like burglars, with pri ?- 


ſons and with gibbets. But every age, my Lords, produces ſome 
improvement, and every nation, however degenerate, gives birth at 
ſome happy period of time to men of great and enterpriſing genius. 
It is our fortune to be witneſſes of a new diſcovery in politics; we 
may congratulate. ourſelves. upon being contemporaries with thoſe 
men who have ſhewn that hangmen and halters are unneceſlary in a 
ſtate, and that miniſters may eſcape the reproach of deſtroying their 
enemies, by inciting them to deſtroy themſelves. 5 
This new. method may, indeed, have upon different e 


of others; but either of theſe effects will anſwer the purpoſes of the 


miniftry, to whom it is indifferent, provided the nation becomes in- 0 
Bt 5 i 5 


a different operation; it may deſtroy the lives of ſome, and the ſenſes 8 
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| ſenſible, whether peſtilence or lunacy prevails among them. Either 
mad or dead, the greateſt part of the people muſt quickly be, or 
there is no hope of the continuance of the preſent miniſtry. 

- For this purpoſe, my Lords, what could have been invented more 
6 than an eſtabliſhment of a certain number of ſhops at 
which poiſon may be vended; poiſon ſo prepared, as to pleaſe the 
palate while it waſtes the ſtrength, and to kill only by intoxication, 
From the firſt inſtant that any of the enemies of the miniſtry ſhall 
grow clamorous and turbulent, a crafty hireling may lead him to 
the miniſterial flaughter-houſe, and ply him with their wonder- 
working liquor, till he is no longer able to ſpeak or think; and, my 
Lords, no man can be more agreeable to our miniſters than he that 
can neither ſpeak nor think, eps thoſe who ſpeak without 
thinking. 

But, wy Lords, the n ought to rele, that though all 
the people of the preſent age are their enemies, yet they have made 
no trial of the temper and inclinations of poſterity ; our ſucceſſors 
may be of opinions very different from ours; they may perhaps ap- 
prove of wars on the continent, while our plantations are inſulted, 
and our trade obſtructed; they may think the ſupport of the Houſe 
of Auſtria of more importance to us than our own defence, and 

may perhaps ſo far differ from their fathers, as to imagine the trea- 
ſures of Britain very properly employed in ſupporting the rang, and 
increaſing the ſplendor of a foreign electorate. 

Since therefore it will not be denied by our miniſters, that the 


2 Aion and gratitude of poſterity may atone for the obſtinacy, 


blindneſs, and malice of the preſent age; ſince thoſe meaſures which 
are now univerſally cenſured, may at ſome diſtant time be praiſed 
with equal unanimity; why, my Lords, ſhould they extend their 
vengeance to the ſucceeding generation ? why ſhould they endeavour 
to torture their limbs with pains, and load their lives with the guilt 
of their parents? why ſhould-they hinder that trade to which they 
muſt owe all the comforts which plenty affords ? why ſhould they en- 
deayour to intercept their exiſtence, or ſuffer them. to 21 e to 

be wretched? ES, 
If I may once more declare my 8 my Ln, I believe the 
en do not ſo much wiſh to debilitate the bodies as the under- 
ftandings of poſterity, nor ſo ardently deſire a race of cripples as of 
15 e For eripples, my Lords, can make no _ at a review, nor 
a ſtrut 
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ſtrut in a red coat with a tolerable grace; but fools are known by 
long experience to be the principal ſupport of an army, ors ___ 
are the only perſons who are willing to pay it! 

Whatever, my Lords, be the true reaſons for which this bill i is ts 
warmly promoted, I think they ought, at leaſt, to be deliberately 
examined; and therefore cannot think it conſiſtent with our regard 


for the nation to ſuffer it to be precipitated into a law. The year, 


my Lords, is not fo far advanced as that ſupplies may not be raiſed 
by ſome other method, if this ſhould be rejected; nor do I think that 
we ought to conſent to this, even though our refuſal ſhould hinder 
the ſupplies, ſince we have no right, for the fake of any advantage, 


however certain or great, to violate all the laws of heaven and earth, 


to doom thouſands to deſtruction, and to fill the 1 with wa 
price of the lives of our fellow-ſubjects. 

Let us therefore, my Lords, not ſuffer ourſelves to be defend 
forward with ſuch haſte as may hinder us from obſerving whither we 
are going; let us not be perſuaded to precipitate our counſels by 
thoſe who know that all delays will be detrimental to their deſigns, 
becauſe delays may produce new information, and they are conſcious 
that the bill will be leſs approved the more it is underſtood. 

But every reaſon which they can offer againſt the motion, is, in 
my opinion, a reaſon for it; and therefore I- ſhall ire agree to 
poſtpone the clauſe, and no leſs readily to reject the bill. 


If atlaſt reaſon and evidence are vain, if neither juſtice nor com- 


paſſion can prevail, but the nation muſt be deſtroyed for the ſupport 
of the government, let us at leaſt, my Lords, confine our aſſertions; 
in the preamble, to truth; let us not affirm that drunkenneſs is eſta- 
bliſhed by the advice or conſent of the Lords Spiritual, fince I am 
confident not one of them will ſo far contradi& his own doctrine, as 
to vote for a bill which gives a ſanction to one vice, and miniſters 
opportunities and temptations to all others; and which, if it be not 


ſpeedily N will overflow the whole nation eb a m—_ of . | 


wickedneſs, 
Lord H next ſpoke to the ect following VS Lot; 41 
have attended for a long time to the noble Lord, not without ſome 


degree of uneaſineſs, as I think the manner in which he has treated 


the queſtion neither conſiſtent with the dignity of this Aſſembly, nor 
with thoſe rules which ought to be ever venerable, the great rules of 


- teaſon and humanity. Yet being now arrived at a time of life in 


which 
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which the paſſions grow calm, and patience eaſily prevails over any 
fudden diſguſt 'or perturbation, I forbore to diſconcert him, though 
I have known i interruption produced by much lighter provocations. 
It is, my Lords, in my opinion, a juſt maxim, that our delibera- 
tions can receive very little affiftance from merriment and ridicule, 


and that truth is ſeldom diſcovered by thoſe who are chiefly ſolicitous 


to ſtart a jeſt, To convince the underſtanding, and to tickle the 


fancy, are purpoſes very different, and muſt be promoted by different 
means; nor is he always to imagine himſelf ſuperior in the diſpute, 
who is applauded with the loudeſt laugh. 


_ To laugh, my Lords, and to endeavour to communicate the ſame 
mirth to others, when great affairs are to be conſidered, is certainly 


to neglect the end for which we are aſſembled, and the reaſons for 
which the privilege of debating was originally granted us. For 


doubtleſs, my Lords, our honours and our power were not conferred 


upon us, that we might be merry with the better grace, or that we 


might meet at certain times to divert ourſelves with l the great 


- affairs of the nation to ridicule. 


But, my Lords, ftill leſs defenſible is this practice, when we are 
eee the relief of miſery, or the reformation of vice; when 


: 15 calamities are preying upon thouſands, and the happineſs not only of 
- the preſent age, but of poſterity, muſt depend upon our reſolutions. 


He that can divert himſelf with the ſight of miſery, has ſurely very 


little claim to the great praiſe of humanity and tenderneſs ; nor can 


he be juſtly exempted from the cenſure of increaſing evils, who 
waſtes i in i and ee that time in which he mens relieve 


g them. 


The bill now waere us has been ee by thoſe that oppoſe 


it, as big with deſtruction, and dangerous both to the lives, and to 


the virtue of the people. We have been told, that it will at once 


fill the land with ſickneſs and with villainy, and that it will be at the 
ſame time fatal to our trade, and to our power; yet thoſe who are 


willing to be thought fearful of all theſe evils, and ardently deſirous 


of averting them from their country, cannot without laughter men- 
tion the bill which they oppoſe, or enumerate the conſequences 


which they dread from 1 1 in any aalen nba than that of irony 
and burleſque. 
Surely, my Lords, fuch combat. gives reaſon for queſtioning 


1 n their humanity, or oe ſincerity ; : for if they really fear ſuch 


dreadful 
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dreadful calamities, how can they be at leiſure for mirth and gaiety? 
how can they ſport over the grave of millions, and indulge their vain 
ridicule, when the ruin of their country is approaching? | 

But without enquiry, whether they who oppoſe the bill will grant 
their oppoſition hypocritical, or their patriggtiſm languid, I ſhall lay 
my opinion of this new regulation before your Lordſhips with equal 
freedom, though with leſs luxuriance of imagination, and leſs gaiety 
of language. 

Of this bill, notwithflanding the acuteneſs with which it has 5 
examined, and the acrimony with which it has been cenſured, I am 
not afraid to affirm, that it is neither wicked rior abſurd, that all its 
parts are conſiſtent, and that the effects to be expected from it are 
ſobriety and health. I cannot find upon the cloſeſt examination, 
either that it will defeat its own end, or that the end propoſed oy 
is different from that which is profeſſed. 7 

The charge of encouraging vice and tolerating Anita with 
which the defenders of this bill have been ſo liberally aſperſed, may be, 
in my opinion, more juſtly retorted upon thoſe that oppoſe it; who, 
though they plead for the continuance of a law, rigorous indeed, and 
well intended, own that it has by ans ene of ſeveral your 
been found ineffectual. 

What, my Lords, can a kr or a profligate be ſuppoſed BY 
wiſh, but that the law may Mill remain in its preſent ſtate, that he 

may ſtill be purſued in a track by which he knows how to eſcape, 

and oppoſed by reſtraints which he is able to break? What ean he 
deſire, but that the book of ſtatutes. ſhould lie uſeleſs, and that no 
laws ſhould be made . . but ſuch as cannot be put in 

: execution? | 

a The defects of the preſent law are indeed very numerous; nor 

: ought it to be continued, even though no other were to be ſubſtituted. 

„lt ſeems to ſuppoſe the uſe of diſtilled liquors abſolutely unlawful, and 

6 therefore impoſed upon licences a duty ſo enormous, that only three 

were taken in the whole kingdom, and the people were therefore _ 

: obliged to obtain by illegal methods what they could not perſuade 

. themſelves wholly to forbear. : 

/ The method of detecting offenders was likewiſe ſuch as gave op- 
portunity for villainy to triumph over innocence, and for perjury to 

; gtow rich with the plunder of the poor. Even charity itſelf might 

de puniſhed by it; OY that gave a glaſs of ſpirits to a man fainting 

1 Vor. II. | K k N under 
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under poverty, or r ſickneſs, or fatigue, might be RP, as a retailer 
of ſpirits without a licence, 

Theſe defects, which were not ſeen ls the law was made, . 
excited a diſlike. No man enforced the execution of it, becauſe 
every man knew that an ſome. occaſions he might himſelf break it; 
and they who ſuffered for the violation of it, were often pitied, by thoſe 
whoſe office obliged them to puniſh them. Thus the law, after hay. 


. ing been executed a few months with rigour, was laid aſide as im- 


practicable, and appears now to be tacitly repealed; for i it is appa- 


rently an empty form without effect. 

If therefore the uſe of ſpirits be ſo deſtructive as is 8 al- 
lowed, it is ſurely neceſſary, that the legiſlature ſhould at laſt repair 
the defects of the former law, and the nation ſhould not be vitiated 
And ruined, without ſome endeavours for its preſervation; and, in 
my opinion, to lay a double duty upon theſe liquors, is very rational 
and prudent. An increaſe of the price muſt leflen the conſumption. 

To what degree the conſumption will be diminiſhed by this new 
ow, I am not able to foretel ; but undoubtedly ſome diminution will 
de produced, and the leaſt diminution will afford us this comfort, that 
the evil does not increaſe upon us, and that this law is therefore better 
than that which we have repealed. : 

For this reaſon, my Lords, I approve the 1 bill, without 
enquiring whether it is perfect; it is ſufficient for me in the preſent 
exigence, that the nation will gain ſomething by the change, and 
the people will be drawn nearer to ſobriety, temperance, and induſtry. 

Thus, my Lords, without paying any regard to the determination 
of the other Houſe, I think the bill ſufficiently defenſible by reaſon 
and policy; nor can I conceal my opinion, that thoſe who oppoſe it 
are the real enemies of their country, 

[Tue queſtion, Whether the Houſe ſhould be now reſumed, was 
then put, and determined in the negative by 56 againſt - 35» 

The other clauſes were then read, and agreed to. 

The courſe of their proceedings then required, that a day ſhould 
be appointed for the third reading, and Lord 1 therefore 

toſe, and ſpoke to the following effect: ] 1 
My Lords, As the importance of the bill now before us juſtly de- 
| andes the matureſt conſideration, it is not without unuſual concern, 
that I obſerve the abſence of many Lords, for whoſe wiſdom and ex- 
perience I have the higheſt veneration, and whom I eſteem oy 
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for their penetration and their integrity. I ſhould hope, that all thoſe N 
who feel in their hearts the love of their country, and are conſcious of 
abilities to promote its happineſs, would aſſemble on this great occa- 


ſe ſion; and that the collective wiſdom of this Houſe would be exerted, 
7s when the lives and fortunes, and, what is yet more worthy of rep" 
a the virtue. of the people is involved in the queſtion. 
” As there can be no avocations which can poſſibly withhold a wiſe 
wy man from counſels of ſuch moment to his country, to himſelf and 
5 to his poſterity; as there is no intereſt equivalent to the general happi- 
neſs, I cannot ſuppoſe, that either buſineſs or pleaſure detain thoſe 
ws who have not attended at the examination of this bill ; and therefore 
1 imagine, that they are abſent only becauſe they have not been ſuffi- | 
7 ciently informed of the e of the queſtion that was this day 


mm to be diſcuſſed. 


But fince it is reaſonable to believe, my Lords, that n many of thoſe 
5 who might aſſiſt us in this difficult enquiry, are now in the country, 
it is neceſſary, that our ſummons may have the effect which is deſired, 


" It is therefore, my Lords, 4 in my opinion, that on the | 
5 Fs of the third reading they be again ſummoned to attend, that the | 
” law which is allowed to be only-an experiment, of which the event | 
oh is abſolutely uncertain, may be examined with the utmoſt care; that 
4s all its conſequences may be known, ſo far as human wiſdom is able to q 
o diſcover, and that we may at leaſt be exempt from the imputation of * 
being negligent of the welfare of our country, and of being deſirous | 
of avoiding information or enquiry, leſt they ſhould retard our mea = 
= ſures, or contradict our aſſertions. 6 i 
nd | 
| 
| 
| 


122 to defer the reading for ſome time. For to what purpoſe will it be 1 | 
5 to require their preſence at a time, at which we know it is impoſſible i | 
| for them to comply with our orders? To direct what cannot be done, | i | 
RY is ſurely in its own nature abſurd and contemptible, and on this | 

occaſion will expoſe not only our underſtanding but our honeſty to - | 1 
5 doubts; for it will be imagined, that we are only endeavouring to 1 | 
p make falſe ſhows of caution and. accuracy, and that we in reality ; 
22 deſire to determine, without the concurrence of thoſe whoſe NE | 

we publicly require. | © i 
*. I therefore move, that the third a this bill may be Is? | : "ff 
> Wh layed five days, and that enn en be iſſued for all Lords | =: 
Ml to attend. wp | . | | 
for Ml ITY * | 


. 
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Lord Cax TERRT ſpoke next in ſubſtance as follows :— My Lords, 
If it is the intention of the noble Lords to debate once more the 
uſefulneſs or expedience of this bill, if they have any new argument 
to produce, or are defirous of another opportunity to repeat thoſe 
which have been already heard, I hope they will not long withhold, 
either from themſelves or their opponents, that ſatisfaRion. 

Your Lordfhips are ſo well acquainted with the ſtate of the public, 
and know ſo well the danger of the liberties of the continent, the 
„power of the enemies whom we are to oppoſe, the dreadful conſe- 
quences of an unſucceſsful oppoſition, and the neceſſity of vigour and 
expedition to procure ſucceſs, that it cannot be neceſſary to urge the 
impropriety of delaying the bill from which the ſupplies are to be 
expected. 

The convenience of ne this bill, however plauſibl y repre 
ſented by the noble Lord who made the motion, is overbalanced by 
the neceſſity of conſidering i it to-morrow. Neceſſity is an argument 
which no acuteneſs can overthrow, and againſt which eloquence will 
be employed to little purpoſe. I therefore, my Lords, oppoſe the 
motion; not that it is unreaſonable in itſelf, but becauſe it cannot 
be admitted; I recommend diſpatch on' this occaſion, not becauſe it | 
is barely right, but becauſe it is abſolutely neceſſary. 

Lord Hervey then roſe up and ſpoke to the following effect ;— 
My Lords, It is always the laſt reſource of miniſters to call thoſe 
meaſures neceſſary which they cannot ſhew to be juſt; and when 
they have tried all the arts of fallacy and illuſion, and found them all 
bailed, to ſtand at bay, becauſe they can fly no longer, look their 
opponents doldly in che face, and ſtun them with the formidable 
found of neceſſity. 

But it is generally the iii of miniſters to Sib neceflity 
much fooner than they whoſe eyes are not ſharpened by employments; 
they frequently call that neceſſity, on which no other man would be- 
ſtow the ritle of expediency; and that is ſeldom nen to be done, 
which others do not think neceſſary to be avoided, 
At preſent, my Lords, I ſee nothing neceſſary, but what is equally 
neceſſary at all times, that we do our duty to our country, and diſ- 
charge our truſt, without ſuffering ourſelves to be terrified with 
imaginary dangers, or allured by imaginary benefits. The war which 
is hp to * the neceſſity of this. bill, i is, in my opinion, not neceſ- 
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s, fary in itſelf: and if your Lordſhips differ from me in that ſentiment, 


ie it muſt yet be allowed, that there is tins ſufficient to provide ſupplies 
nt by new methods. 


ſc But, my Lords, if trig motion, in which J concur, be over- ruled 

d, on a pretence of neceſſity, it will ſhew an eager deſire to haſten a bill, 
which if referred to any twelve men not of either Houſe of the Senate, 

"A their examination would terminate in es that Wis briag it in guilty - 

he of wilful murder. 

e- Lord CyormonDeLEy woke next in ſubſtance as follows My 


id Lords, As there is no doubt but particular meaſures may be ſome- 
ne times neceſſary, I diſcover no reaſon that ought to hinder the men- 
be tion of that neceflity ; for ſurely where it can be aſſerted with truth, 
it is the moſt powerful of all r and cannot be n or 
honeſtly neglected. 

In the preſent caſe, my Lords, I can Ae no  impropriety in 


it to the moſt rigorous ſenſe; he did not mean, that there i is the ſame 
neceflity of reading this bill to-morrow for the ſucceſs of the war, as 
of extinguiſhing a fire for the preſervation of a town ; but that the 
reaſons for diſpatch abſolutely nee all the pleas that could 
be offered for delays. 5 
This neceſſity, my Lords, 10 not e to affert after him; ; 
nor can I think it conſiſtent with common prudence, in the preſent _ 
ſituation of our affairs, to defer the third reading beyond to-morrow; 
for the ſupplies which this bill muſt produce, are to be employed i in 
attempts of the utmoſt importance, and which cannot fail without 
the ruin of a great 12 85 of mankind, and an irreparable 1 injury to as 
nation. 
I cannot therefore but confeſs my 8 at the vehemence with 


ſome Lords have been tranſported beyond that decency which it is 
our duty and our intereſt to preſerve in our deliberations; nor have 
reſtrained themſelves from expreſſions, which, upon refleRion, I be- 
lieve they will not think defenſible ; from among which | cannot but 
particularize the horrid and opprobrious term of murder, 

The reverend Prelates, who have ſpoken againſt the bill, may be 
eaſily believed to be as zealous for virtue as thoſe who have indulged 
themſelves in this violence of language; yet they have never charged 
thoſe who defend the meaſures now propoſed with the guilt of murder, 

K k 3 but 


mentioning it; for I ſuppoſe that noble Lord did not intend to reſtrain 


which this bill is oppoſed ; vehemence ſo turbulent and fierce, that 
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but have 3 delivered their own opinions, without es 
thoſe who differ from them. 5 | 

For my part, my Lords, as I cannot think the motion for further 
delay, ſeaſonable or proper, or neceſſary to the diſcovery of truth, 
or conſiſtent with the welfare of the 7 it is my reſolution to vote 
againſt it. 

The Duke of Baprokn ſpoke next in uliflance as lo My 
| Lords, The ardour with which the noble Lord appears to reſent the 
indignity offered tg; the bill, ſhews only that he himſelf + it, 
but not that it deſeryes the approbation of the Houſe. 

I' think it of uſe, notwithſtanding the . plauſible pleas of decency 
or politeneſs, that every thing ſhould in this Houſe be called by its 
right name, that we may not diſpute for one thing, and vote for ano- 
ther; and fince the bill will certainly deſtroy multitudes, if it pro- 
motes the ſale of diſtilled ſpirits, and it has been proved that it will 
promote it, I know not by what appellation to denominate its effects, 
if that he denied me, which has been already uſed. 

[The Speaker then. put the queſtion in form, ““ Is it your Lord- 
$5 ſhips pleaſure, that the third reading of the bill be put aff for five 
be days?“ It was reſolved in the negative by 52 to 29. WY 

It was then ordered, that the bill ſhould be read the third time on 
the day following, and that the Lords ſhould be ſummoned to attend. 

On the next day the Houſe, according to the order, met, and 
another debate enſued, which was begun by Lord EET, who 
ſpoke. in ſubſtance as follows:] 

My Lords, The tendency of the bill, which we are now to approve 
or reject, is ſo apparently deſtructive to the ends of government, ſo 
apparently dangerous to public happineſs, and ſo contrary to the in 
ſlitutions of the maſt celebrated lawgivers, and the policy of the moſt 
floaufiſhing nations, thatT ſill continue to think | it my duty to ſtruggle 
againſt it. 

Almoſt every legiſlatar of the nd. my Lk 8. whatever 
original he derived his authority, has exerted it in the prohibition of 

ſuch foods as tended to injure the health, and deſtroy the vigour of 
. the people for whom he deſigned his inſtitutions, = 

*The great inſtructor of the Jews, wha delivered his laws by divine 
authority, prohibited the uſe of ſwine's fleſh, for no other cauſe, ſo 
| far as human reaſon is able to diſcover, ; than that it corrupted the | 

plood, and produced loatbſome diſeaſes and maladies which deſcended 

+ Hl „ N tg 


to poſterity; and therefore in prohibiting, after his example, the uſe 


of liquors which produce the ſame effects, we ſhall follow the au- 


thority of the great Governor of the univerſe. . 
The author of another religion, a religion founded indeed ane 


ſtition and credulity, but which prevails over a very great part of the 


earth, has laid his followers under reſtraints ſtill more ſevere ; he has 
forbidden them to diſpel their cares, or exalt their pleaſures with wine, 
has baniſhed from their banquets that uſeful opponent of troubleſome 
reflection, and doomed all thoſe who receive his law, not to W 1 
only, but to abſtinence. 

The authority of this man, my Lords, cannot ankigh be mand as 


unexceptionable and deciſive; but the reception of his impoſture 
ſhews, at leaſt, that he was not unacquainted with human nature, 


and that he knew how-to adapt his forgeries to the nations among 
which he vented them; nor can it be denied, but the prohibition 


of wine was found generally uſeful,” ſince it obtained ſo "_ a 


compliance. - 


All nations in the —_ my Lords, i in every age of which tak 
remain any hiſtorical accounts, have agreed in the neceſſity of laying 
| reſtraint upon appetite, and ſetting bounds to the wantonneſs of luxury: 


every legiſlature has claimed and practiſed the right of withholding 


thoſe pleaſures which the people have appeared inclined to uſe to e, 
ceſs, and preferring the ſafety of multitudes whom liberty would de- 


ſtroy, to the convenience of thoſe who would have enjoyed it within 
the limits of reaſon and of virtue. 

The welfare of the public, my Lords, has always been allowed the 
ſupreme law; and when any governors ſacrifice the general good 
either to private views, or temporary convenience, they deviate at 
once from integrity and policy, they betray their truſt, and nog 
their intereſt, | 

The prohibition of thoſe commodities which are 1 to 


vice, is not only dictated by policy but nature; nor does it indeed 
require much ſagacity, when the evil is known, to find the proper. | 
_ remedy; for even the Indians, who have not yet reduced the art of 


government to a ſcience, nor learned to make long harangues upon 
the different intereſts of foreign powers, the neceſſity of raiſing ſup- 


plies, or the importance and extent of manufaRures, have yet been 
able to diſcover, that diſtilled ſpirits: are pernicious to ſociety, and 


that the uſe of them cap only be hindered by prohibiting the ſale, 
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For this ſis, my Lords, they have petitioned, that none of this 
delicious poiſon ſhould be imported from Britain; they have deſired 
us to confine this fountain of wickedneſs and miſery to ftream in our 
own eountry, without pouring upon them thoſe inundations of de- 
bauchery, by which we are ourſelyes overflowed. 
When we may be ſent with juſtice to Jearn from the rude and 

ignorant Indians the firſt elements of civil wiſdom, we have ſurely 
got much right to boaſt of our foreſight and. knowledge ; we muſt 
furely confeſs, that we have hitherto valued ourſelves upon our arts 
with very little reaſon, ſince we have not learned how to preſerve 
either wealth or virtue, either peace or commerce. 

The maxims of our politicians, my Lords, differ widely from thoſe 
of the Indian ſavages, as they are the effects of longer conſideration, 
and reaſonings formed upon more extenſive views. What Indian, 
my Lords, would have contrived to hinder his countrymen n 
Arunkenneſs, by placing that liquor i in their houſes which tempted 
them to exceſs; or would haye diſcovered, that prohibition only were 
the cauſe of boundleſs exceſſes; that to ſubdue the appetite nothing 
was neceſſary but to ſolicit it; and that what was alyays offered 
would never be received? The Indians, in the ſimplicity of men 
unacquainted with European and Britiſh refinements, imagined, that 
| to put an end to the uſe of any thing, it was only neceſſary to take it 
away and conceiyed, that they could not promote ſobriety more 
0 effectually, than by allowing he people nothing with * they _ 
de drunk. © 
| But if our politicians ſhould ſend miſſionaries to teach them the art 

of government, they would quickly be ſhewn, that if they would ac- 
compliſh their deſign, they muſt appoint every tenth man among them 
to diſtribute ſpirits to the nine, and to drink them himſelf in what 
quantity they ſhall deſire, and that then the peace of their country 
will be no longer diſturbed by the quarrels of debauchery. 

It is indeed not without amazement, that 1 hear this bill ſeriouſly | 
- defended as a ſcheme for ſuppreſſing drunkenneſs, and find ſome 
| Lords, who. admit that fifty thouſand houſes will be opened for the 
public ſale of ſpirits, aſſert that a leſs quantity of ſpirits will be ſold. 
| The foundation of this opinion is in itſelf. very uncertain z for 


b nothing more is urged, but that all who ſell under the ſanction of a 


licence, will be ready to inform againſt thoſe by whom no licence has 
been N and that therefore thouſand Horne retailers 
| f ; . may / | 


i, 
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may hurt a greater number who now ſell ſpirits in ON to the | 


law. 
All this, my Looks is very far from certainty ; ; for it cannot bu 
proved, that there are now ſo great a number of retailers as this act 


may produce : it is likely that ſecurity will encourage many to engage 


in this trade, who are at preſent deterred from it by danger. It is 
poſſible, that thoſe who purchaſe licences may nevertheleſs forbear to 


proſecute thoſe that ſell ſpirits without the protection of the law. 


They may forbear, my Lords, from the common principles of hu- 
manity, becauſe they think thoſe poor traders deſerve rather pity than 
puniſhment ; they may forbear from a principle that operates more 
frequently, and too often more ſtrongly, a regard to their own intereſt, 
They may themſelves offend the law by ſome other parts of their 
conduct, and may be unwilling to provoke an inſpection into their 


own actions, by betraying officiouſly the ſnults of their neighbours ; 


or they may be influenced by immediate terrors, and expect to jon 
hunted to death by the rage of the populace. 


All theſe conſiderations may be urged againſt the only ſuppoſition 


that has been made, with any ſhew of reaſon, in favour of the bill; 


and of theſe various circumſtances, ſome one or other will almoſt al- 
ways be found. Every man will have either fear or pity, becauſe 


almoſt every good man is inclined to compaſſion, and every wicked 
man is in danger from the law; and 1 do not ſee any reaſon for 
imagining, that the people will nn informers more n now 
than in the late years. 


But ſuppoſe it ſhould be granted, FATE it cannot be certain, and 


has not yet been ſhewn to be probable, that the clandeſtine trade will 
be interrupted ; I am not able to follow theſe miniſterial reaſoners 
immediately to the conſequence which they draw from this conceſſion, 
and which muſt be drawn from it, if it be of any uſe in the deciſion 


of the queſtion, nor can ſee that the EA: cl of GI liquors. 


will be made leſs, 
Let us examine, my Lords, the premiſes and he n to- 


r, without ſuffering our attention to be led aſtray by uſeleſs di- 
grefſfions. Spirits will be now fold only with licence ! therefore leſs 


will be ſold than when it was fold only by ſtealth! 


Surely, my Lords, ſuch 'arguments will not much influence this 


Aſſembly. Why, my Lords, ſhould leſs be bought now than for- 


merly ? It is not denied, that there will be in every place a licenſed 
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ſhop, where drunkards may riot in ſecurity; ; a what can be more 
inviting to wretches who place in drunkenneſs their utmoſt felicity ?. 
If you ſhould favourably ſuppoſe no more to be ſold, yet why ſhould 

thoſe who now buy any ſuppoſed e buy leſs when the reſtraint 
is taken away? 

II it be urged, that the preſent law does in 3 impoſe no re- 
ſtraint, the intended act will make no alteration. There is no real 
prohibition now, there will be no nominal prohibition hereafter ; and 
therefore the law will only produce what its advocates expect from it, 
an yearly addition to the revenue of the government. But, my 
Lords, let us at laſt enquire to what it is to be imputed, that the 
preſent law ſwells the ftatute book to no purpoſe? and why this 
pernicious trade is carried on with confidence and ſecurity, in oppo- 
fition to the law? It will not ſurely be confeſſed, that the govern- 
ment has wanted authority to execute its own laws; that the legiſla- 
ture has been awed by the populace, by the dregs of the populace, the 
drunkards and the beggars! Yet when the proviſions made for the 
execution of a law ſo ſalutary, ſo juſt, and ſo neceſſary, were found 
defeRive, why were not others ſubſtituted of greater efficacy? Why, 
| when one informer was torn in pieces, were there not new ſecurities 
| Propoſed to protect thoſe who ſhould " the ſame offence diſpleaſe the 
people afterwards ? 

The law, my Lords, has failed of a arent part of its effect; but! it 
has failed by cowardice on one part, and negligence on another; and 

though the duty, as it was laid, was in itſelf ſomewhat invidious, it 
would however have been enforced, could the revenue have gained 
as much by the puniſhment as was + gained by the toleration of 
debauchery. 

It has however ſome effect; it may be in, that no man can 
be truſted, where he is not known, and that ſome men are known 
too well to be truſted; and therefore many muſt be occafionally 
hindered from drinking ſpirits, while the law remains in its preſent 
fate; who, when houſes are ſet open by licence, will never want an 
opportunity of complying with their appetites, but may at any time 
enter confidently, and call for poiſon, and mingle with numerous 
aſſemblies met only to provoke each other to intemperance by a 
kind of brutal emulation and obſtreperous merriment. 

This bill therefore, my Lords, is, as it has been termed, only an 
experiment ; ; an experiment, my Lords, of a very daring kind, which 

none 
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none would hazard but empirical politicians. It is an experiment to 
diſcover how far the vices of the populace may be made uſeful to the 
government, what taxes may be raiſed upon poiſon, and how much 
the Court may be enriched by the deſtruction of the ſubjects. | 

The tendency of this bill is ſo evident, that thoſe who appeared as 
its advocates have rather endeavoured to defeat their opponents by 
charging thejr propoſals with abſurdity, than by a the ill! 
conſequence of their own ſcheme. 

Thei principal charge is, that thoſe who oppoſe the bill W | 
mend a total prohibition of all ſpirits. This aſſertion gives them an 7 

apportunity of abandoning their own cauſe, to expatiate upon the 
innocent uſes of ſpirits, of their efficacy in medicine, and their con- 
yenience in domeſtic buſineſs, and to advance a multitude of poſitions 
which they know will not be denied, but which may be at once made 
uſeleſs to them; by aſſuring them, that no man deſires to deſtroy the 
diſtillery for the pleaſure af deſtroying it, or intends any thing more 
than ſome proviſions which may hinder diſtilled ſpirits from being 
drank by common people upon common occaſions. 
Having thus obviated the only anſwer that has hitherto been 2 
to the ſtrang arguments which have been offered againſt the bill, I 
muſt declare, that I have heard nothing elſe that deſerves an anſwer, ' 
or that can poſſibly make any impreſſion in favour of the bill; a bill, 
my Lords, teeming with ſedition and idleneſs, diſeaſes and robberies ; 
a bill that will enfeeble the body, corrupt the mind, and turn the 
cities of this populous kingdom into priſons for villains, or hoſpitals 
for cripples ; and which I think it therefore out duty to reject. 
Lord LonsDALE next ſpoke to the effect following My Lords, 
the bill, on which we are now finally to determine, is of ſuch a tendency 
that it cannot be made a law, without an open and avowed diſregard 
of all the rules which it has been hitherto thought the general intereſt 
of human nature to preſerve inviolable. It is oppoſite at once to 
the precepts of the wiſe, and the practice of the good, to the original 
pringiples of virtue and the eſtabliſhed maxims, of policy. 

I ſhall, however, only conſider it with relation to policy, becauſe 
the other conſiderations will naturally coincide ; for policy is only the 
connexion of prudence' with goodneſs, and directs only what virtue 

each particular occurrence requires to be immediately. practiſed. 

The firſt principle of policy, my Lords, teaches us, that the power 

and n of a ſtate ariſes from the number of its people ; unin- 
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habited Jominicel ard an empty ſhow, and ſerve only to encumber 
the nation to which they belong; they are a kind of pompous orna. 
ments, which muſt be thrown OPS in time « er and equally 
unfit for reſiſtance and retreat. 

In the preſent war, my Lords, if the „ebe of our Sls were 
equal to that of the two nations againſt which we are engaged, the 
narrowneſs of our dominions would give us a reſiſtleſs ſuperiority ; as 
we have fewer poſts to defend, we might ſend more forces to attack 
our enemies, who muſt be weak in every part, becauſe they muſt be 
difperſed to a very great extent. The torrent of war, as a flood of 
water, is only violent while it is confined, W loſes its force as it is 
more diffuſed. 

In conſequence of this maxim, my Latte; it 1s propoſed, that be- 
ute we are at war againſt two mighty powers, we ſhall endeavour 
to deftroy by ſpirits at home thoſe who cannot fall by the ſword of the 
enemy, and that we endeavour to hinder the production of another 
generation; for it is well known, my Lords, and has in this debate 
been univerſally allowed, that the preſent praQtice of drinking ſpirits 
will not only deftroy the preſent race, but debilitate the next. 

This ſurely, my Lords, is a time at which we ought very ſtudi- 
ouſly to watch over the preſervation of thoſe lives which we are not 
compelled to expoſe, and endeavour to retrieve the loſſes of war by 
encouraging induſtry, temperance, and ſobriety. 

Another principle of government which the wiſdom of our progeni- 
tors eſtabliſhed, was to ſuppreſs vice with the utmoſt diligence ; for 
as vice muſt always produce miſery to thoſe whom it infects, and 
danger to thoſe who are conſidered as its enemies, it is contrary to 
the end of government; and the government which encourages vice 
is neceſſarily labouring for its own deſtruction; for the good will not 
ſupport it, becauſe they are not benefited by it, and the wicked wil 
betray it, becauſe they are wicked, 

ow little then, my Lords, do our nice bade e 
their own intereſt by promoting drunkenneſs and luxury, of which 
the natural train of conſequences are idleneſs, neceſſity, wickedneſs, 
deſperation, ſedition, and anarchy ! How little do they underſtand 
what it is that gives ſtability to the fabrick of our conſtitution, if 
they imagine it can long ſtand, when it is not ſupported by virtue. 
In conſequence of theſe maxims, another may be advanced, that 
all trades which tend to impair either the health or virtue of the 
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people, ſhould be interdicted; for ünee the ſtrength of he comma. 
nity conſiſts in the number and the happineſs of the people, no trade 


deſerves to be cultivated which does not contribute to the one 


or the others, for the end of trade; as of te human attempts, i 


the attainment of happiness. 

If any trade that conduces not to the eee af the A. _ 
increaſing either the number or the virtue of the people, be induſtri- 
_ ouſly cultivated, the legiſlature ought to ſuppreſs it; if any manu- 
facture that adminiſters temptations to wickedneſs be flouriſhing and 
extenſive, it has already been too long indulged ; and the goyern- 


ment can atone for its remiſſneſs only by rigorous inen rer 


proſecutions, and vigilant enquiries. 

That the trade of diſtilling, my Lords, had ie 1 8 
us, that our manufacturers of poiſon are arrived at the utmoſt degree 
of ſkill in their profeſſion, and that the draughts which they prepare 
are greedily ſwallowed by thoſe who rarely look. beyond the preſent 


moment, or enquire what price mult be paid for the preſent gratifica- 


tion; that the people have been ſo long accuſtomed to daily ſtupe- 
faction; that they are become mutinous, if they are reſtrained from 


it; and that the law which was intended to ſuppreſs their luxury can- 


not, without tumults and bloodſhed, be put in execution, are, in my 
opinion, very affecting FO: but they can he be of no 
uſe for the defence of this bill. 


The more extenſive the trade of dikilling; the more muſt e 
the poiſon which it affords ; the more palatable the liquor. is made, 
the more dangerous is the temptation ; and the mare corrupt the 


people are become, the more urgent is the n of — 
thoſe that have corrupted them. 


I am not, my Lords, leſs convinced of the importance of ane 8 
than thoſe Lords who have ſpoken in the moſt pathetic language for 
the continuance of the manufacture; but my regard for trade na- 


turally determines me to vote againſt a bill by which idleneſs, the 
peſt of commerce, muſt be encouraged, and thoſe hands, by which 


our trade is to be carried ons mult be firſt enfeebled and ſoon after 


wards deſtroyed. 


Nor is this kind of debauchery, my 1 leſs deftruQive to the : 


intereſt of thoſe whoſe riches conſiſt in lands, than of thoſe who are 
engaged in commerce; for it undoubtedly hinders the conſumption 
of daft every thing that land can produce ; of that corn which 

| ſhould 
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mould be made into bread, and brewed 1 drink; 
of that fleſh which is fed for the market, and even of that wool which 

ſhould be worked into cloth. It has been often mentioned ludi- 
erouſly, but with too much truth, that ſtrong liquors are to the meaner 
people, meat, drink and clothes ; that they depend upon them alone 
for ſuſtenance and warmth, and that they defire to forget their wants 
in drunkenneſs rather than ſupply them. If we therefore examine 
this queſtion with regard to trade, we ſhall find, that the money 
which is ſpent in drunkenneſs for the advantage only of one diſtiller, 
would ſupport, if otherwiſe expended, a great number of labourers, 
| huſbandmen, and traders; ſince one man employed at the ſtill may 
fupply with the means of debauchery ſuch numbers, as could not be 
furniſhed with innocent victuals and warm clothes, but by the in- 
bs yo of many hands, and the concurrence of many trades. 

Numbers, my Lords, are neceſſary to ſucceſs in commerce as in 
war; if the manufacturers be few, labour will be dear, and the value 
of the commodity muſt always be proportioned to the price of labour. 

\ Theſe, my Lords, are the arguments by which I have hitherto 
been incited to oppoſe this bill, which I have not found that any of 
its defenders can elude or repel ; for they content themſelves with a 
cowardly conceſſion to the multitude, allow them to proceed in wick- 
edneſs, confeſs they have found themſelves unable' to oppoſe their 
ſovereign pleaſure, or to withhold them from purſuing their own in- 
clinations; and therefore have ſagaciouſly contrived a ſcheme, by 
which they hope to ſome — __ 5 vices mo they 
cannot reform. 

But who, my Lords, can, 3 horror and eee hear 

thoſe who are entruſted with the care of the public, nn, to 
take advantage of the ruin of their country? | ; 
Let others, my Lords, vote as their conſciences will direct 8 
1 ſhall likewiſe follow the dictates of my heart, and ſhall avoid any 
concurrence with a ſcheme, which though it may for a time benefit 
the government, muſt deftroy the ſtrength and virtue of the people, 
and at once impair our trade and depopulate our country. + + 

Lord CAR TERET then roſe up, and ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows: 
—My Lords, the warmth with which this debate has been hitherto 
carried on, and with which the progreſs of this bill has been oppoſed, 
is, in my opinion, to be imputed to ſtrong prejudices, formed when 


the xe queſtion was firſt POWs by which the noble Lords have been 
| incited 
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incited to warm declamations and violent invectives; who having 


once heated their minds with ſuſpicions, have not been able to con- 


ſider the propoſitions before them with calmneſs and impartiality ; 
dut have purſued their firſt notions, and have employed their elo- 


quence in diſplaying the abſurdity of poſitions never advanced, and 
the miſchief of conſequences which will never be produced. Be 
It is firſt to be conſidered, my Lords, that this bill is intended, not 


to promote, but to hinder, the conſumption of ſpirituous liquors ; it 
is therefore by no means neceſſary to expatiate upon that which is 
preſuppoſed in the bill, the pernicious quality of ſpirits, the deteſtable 
nature of drunkenneſs, the wickedneſs or miſeries which are pro- 


duced by it. Almoſt all that has been urged by the noble Lords who 


have ſpoken with the greateſt warmth againſt the bill, may reaſonably 
be conceived to have been advanced for it by thoſe who projected it 3 
of whom it may be juſtly imagined, that they were fully convinced 
how much ſpirits were abuſed by the common people, and how much 
that abuſe contributed to the wickedneſs which at preſent prevails 


amongſt us, ſince oO e it neceſſary to prevent "_ by a 


new law. 

But, my Lords, when they Fa that the abuſe of diſtilled e 
was in a very high degree detrimental to the public, they ſaw like- 
wiſe, that the trade of diſtilling was of great uſe; that it employed 
great numbers of our people, and conſumed a great part of the pro- 
duce of our lands; and that therefore it could not be ſuppreſſed, 
without injuring the public, by reducing many families to ſudden 
poverty, and by depriving the farmers of a market for a great part of 
their corn. In the plains of the Weſtern part of this iſland, the 
grain that is chiefly cultivated is barley, and that barley is chiefly 


conſumes by the diſtillers; por, if they ſhould be at once ſuppreſſed, 
could the huſbandman readily ſell the produce of his labour and his 


grounds, or the landlord.receive rent from his eſtate ; ſince it would 


then produce nothing, or what is in effect WE _ GI that 


could be ſold. 


It is indeed poſſible, my Lands, that the Dutch ht buy it; but 


then it muſt be conſidered, that we muſt pay them money for the 
favour, fince we allow a premium upon exportation, and that we 
ſhall buy it back again in ſpirits, and conſequently pay them for 
manufacturing our own product, For it is not to be imagined, that 
any law will immediately reclaim the diſpoſitions, or reform the 
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appetites of the people. Fhey are well known to have drank ſpirits * 


before they were made in our country, and to indulge themſelves at 
preſent in many kinds of luxury which are yet loaded with a very high 
tax. It is not therefore probable, that upon the impoſition of a high 
duty they will immediately deſiſt from drinking ſpirits ; they will in- 
deed, as now, drink thoſe which can be moſt eaſily procured ; and if, 


by a high tax ſuddenly impoſed, foreign ſpirits be made cheaper than 


gur own, foreign ſpirits will only be uſed, our diſtillery will be de- 
Aroyed, and our people will yet not be reformed, _ 
T bat heavy taxes will not deter the people from any favourite en- 
joyment, has been already ſhewn by the unſucceſsfulneſs of the laſt 
attempt to reſtrain them from the uſe of ſpirits, and may be every day 
_ diſcovered from the uſe of tobacco, which is univerſally taken by the 
common people, though a very high duty js laid upon it, and though 
a King thought it ſo pernicious that he employed his pen againſt it. 
The Commons therefore prudently forbore to uſe violent meaſures, 
which might diſguſt the people, but which they had no reaſon to be- 
| Jieve ſufficient to reform them, and thought it more expedient to 
proceed by more gentle methods, which might operate by impercepti- 
ble degrees, and which might be made more forcible and n. 
if they ſhould be found ineffectual. 

Another evil will by this method likewiſe be avoided, which i is the 
Certain conſequence of high duties; this tax will produce no clan- 


deſtine frauds nor rebellious defiance of the legiſlature, the diſtillers 
will not be tempted to evade this impoſt by perjuries, too often 


practiſed where the profit of them is great, nor ſmugglers to aſſemble 
in numerous troops with arms in their hands, and carry imported 
liquors through the country by force, in oppoſition to the officers of 
the cuſtoms, and the laws of the nation. That this likewiſe. is 


practiſed upon other occaſions to eſcape heavy taxes, all the weekly | 


papers inform us; nor are there many months in which ſome of the 
King's officers are not maimed or murdered doing of their duty. 
All theſe evils, my Lords, and. a thouſand others, will be avoided 
by anceaſy tax; in favour ef which I cannot but wonder, that it 
ſhould be neceſſary to plead fo long, ſince every nation, which has 
any pretenſion to civility or a regular government, will agree, that 
heavy impaſts are not to be wantonly inflicted, and that ſeverity is 
never to be praftiſed till lenity has failed. 


* 


* 
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It therefore appears to me, my Lords, that juſtice, reaſon, and ö 
experience, unite in favour of this bill; and that nothing is to b 


feared from it, but that it will not be ſufficiently coercive, nor re- 
ſtrain the abuſe of ſpirits ſo much as is hoped by thoſe that have ſtood 
up in its vindication. That it can encourage drunkennefs, or in- 
creaſe the conſumption of diftilled liquors, is ſurely impoſſible; for 
they are now drunk without reſtraint; and therefore no reſtraint will 
be taken away: and ſince their price muſt bg increaſed by a double 


duty, it may reaſonably be conceived, that thoſe who now ſpend all 
that they can gain by their labour in drunkenneſs, muſt be content 


with leſs than before, becauſe they will have no more to ſpend ; and 
what has hitherto enabled them to riot in debauchery, will no longer 


be ſufficient for the ſame purpoſes ; the ſame exceſs will wee more 
money, and more money cannot be had. 5 
I do not affirm, my Lords, that the ſucceſs of this bill is demon- 


ſtrably certain; nor can I deny that many arguments have been al- 


ledged againſt it which cannot eaſily be confuted ; all that I can ven- 
ture to aſſert is, that, in my opinion, the reaſons for the bill et 
derate, not that thoſe againſt it, are without weight. 


Of this, at leaſt, we are certain, that the bill can produce no ill. 


conſequences; and that if the experience of the enſuing year ſhall 
ſhew it to be ineffectual, it may be amended in the next ſeſſion by 


new proviſions, which we ſhall be then more s able to adjuſt for the 
benefit of the public. 


All laws, eſpecially thoſe which 3 complicated and intricate 


affairs, have been perfected by degrees; experience has diſcovered 
thoſe deficiencies which ſagacity could not foreſee, and the progreſs 
of human wiſdom has been always flow. To charge any ſcheme 
with impexfection, is only to alledge that it is the production of men, 
of beings finite in their capacity, and liable to error: nor do I fee 
what can be recommended to ſuch beings, more than what the go- 


vernment is now endeavouring to praCtiſe, that nothing ſhould be- 


done precipitately, and that experience | ſhould always be truſted ra- 


ther than conjecture. | 
Lord LonspaLE next fooks to the effect following 1 . | 


The arguments of the noble Lord have by no means influenced me 
to alter my opinion ; nor do 1 now riſe up to pronounce a recanta- 


tion of any of my former aſſertions, but to explain one of them : 
which the noble Lord has been pleaſed to controvert, : 
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e obſerves, in th, 99M to my argument, that the diſtillery « con- re 
tributes to the conſumption of the produce of our grounds, and by th 
conſequence to the advantage of thoſe who poſſeſs them; but I, my f 

Lords, am inclined to believe that it produces a contrary effect, and c 
that it hinders the W even of that grain which is em h 
ployed in it, 

We may reaſonably ſuppoſe, my Lords, that they who now Sink 
/4itilled liquors, would, if they were debarred from them, endeavour 
to obtain from ale and beer the ſame renovation of their vigour, and 
relaxation of their cares; and that therefore more ale would be 

brewed, as there would be more purchaſers: if therefore the ſame 
quantity of malt, which is ſufficient, when diſtilled, to produce in- 
toxication, would, when brewed into ale, have the ſame effect, the 
conſumption would {till be the ſame, whether ale or ſpirits were in 
uſe; but it is certain, that the fourth part of the malt which is ne- 
 ceſlary to furniſh ale for a debauch, will, when exalted in the till, be | 
_ ſufficient to ſatisfy the moſt greedy drunkard; and it is therefore 
evident, that he who drinks ale, conſumes more barley by three parts 
in four than he who indulges the uſe of ſpirits, ſuppoſing them both 
' equally criminal in the exceſs of their enjoyments. 
The noble Lord has taken occaſion to mention tobacco, as an 
inſtance of the obſtinacy with which the people perſevere i in a prac- 
tice to which they are addicted. Of the obſtinacy of the people, my 
Lords, I am ſufficiently convinced; but hope that it will never be 
able to overpower the legiſlature, who ought to enforce their laws, 
and invigorate their efforts in proportion to the atrociouſneſs of the 
corruption which they are endeavouring to extirpate : nor do think 
ſo meanly of government, as to believe it unable to repreſs drunken- 
neſs or luxury, or in danger of being ſubverted in a conteſt about 
ſpirits or tobacco. 
Tobacco, indeed, has not mv been produced as an inſtance; 
for I never heard, that however it may be diſapproved by particular 
men, of whatever rank or abilities, it was prohibited by law; nor 
ſhould I think any ſuch prohibition neceſſary or reaſonable : for to- 
dacco, my Lords, is not poiſon, like diſtilled ſpirits, nor is * uſe 
of it ſo much injurious to health, as offenſive to delicacy. 

- The Poiſonous and deſtructive quality of theſe liquors is confeſſed 

by the noble a a confeſſion Een which I had it very difficult to 
| | freconcile 
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that ſpirits eorrupt the mind, weaken the limbs, im 


ſhorten life, any arguments in favor of thoſe. who. manufacture them 15 
come too late, ſince no advantage can be equivalent to the loſs of 


honeſty and life. When the noble Lord has urged that the diſtillery 
employs great numbers of hands, and therefore ought to be encou- 


1 raged, may it not, upon his own conceſſion, be replied, that thoſe 


numbers are employed in murder, and that their trade ought, like 
that of other murderers, to be ſtopped? When he urges that much 
of our grain is conſumed in the ſtill, may we not anſwer, and anſw 
irreſiſtibly, that it is conſumed by being turned into poiſon, nde, 
of bread? And can a ſtronger argument be imagined for the ſup- 


preſſion of this deteſtable buſineſs, than that it nen Wente | 


and that it is gainful and extenſive ? 


Nor can I diſcover, my Lords, how the care of preſerving the : 


diſtillery is conſiſtent with the ends which the preamble in this bill 
declares to be propoſed, or which the advocates for it appear to 
defire. Tf the conſumption of diſtilled ſpirits is to be hindered, how 


is the diſtillery to remain uninjured? If the trade of diſtilling is not 
to be impaired, what ſhall hinder the conſumption of ſpirits? So far 


as this bill operates, the diſtillers muſt be impoveriſhed by it; and 
if they may properly and juſtly ſuffer a ſmall diminution of their 
profit for a ſmall advantage to the public, why will not a greater 


benefit be equivalent to a greater diminution ? 
Nothing, m Lords, is more apparent, than chat the real deſign 


of this bill, however its defenders may endeavour to conceal it in the 


miſt of ſophiſtry, is to lay only ſuch a tax as may increaſe the reve- 


nue; and that they have no deſire of ſuppreſſing that vice which may 
be made uſeful to their private purpoſe, nor feel any regret to fill the 


exchequer by the ſlaughter of the people. | 
Lord AyLEsFORD then roſe up, and ſpoke to the following pur- 
poſe My Lords, The noble Lord who ſpoke laſt in defence of this 


new ſcheme, appears to have imbibed very ſtrong prejudices in favour 
of the diſtillery, from which he finds it practicable to draw large 


ſums for the ſupport of the meaſures which have been already formed, 
and which he therefore conſiders as the moſt important and benefi- 


cial trade of the Britiſh nation. 


It is not improbable, my Lords, that in a ſhort time all the pro- 


viſions which have been made by the proviſion of our anceſtors for 
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"of the diſtillery, which appears to be at preſent the 
” Feaghirts favourite; for it is evident, that both manufactures cannot 
Fubfiſt ec and 19 80 no _ be EURO W the on of 
the other, + 85 74 


yer that che trade, in which the bounty of nature has enabled us to 
cl all ther is of the world, may not be ſuffered to periſh in 
ence," Twill take; this opportunity to declare, that this boaſted pru- 


NR 0 1 


And ruin, private calamities, and general wickednefs; that by en- 
couzaging drunkenneſs at the expence of trade, it will ſtop all the 
currents by which the gold of foreign nations 9 e upon us, 


| we mY us to conqueſt, and to flavery. 
J Thus ended this memorable debate: The queſtion being put, was 
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Of theſe rivals; which i is et: 40 al. v we may 5 cis. Y 
the encomium juſt now beſtowed upon the prudence of the Com- ., 


| ons, by whom the darling diſtillery has been ſo tenderly treated; 


dence can, in my opinion, nee no other effects than povefty 
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